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Iet herself got deep Into debt,

tricked Dan into lstilag her go

T8 werk, He aaw the da 3

warned her. They had tanted n

bahy. Now the ohild was coming,
and Dan was gone.

CHAPTER XXVI

T‘HI years had slipped by. A

more expensive apartment, still
& better one, furniture, clothes,
Dan's path going stolidly enward,
Marian's swooping up and awny.
He hnd tried to show interest in
her progress, but he had instinc-
fively recolled from it, After the
depression he had  gradually
worked back to his salary of £35
a week, and there he had re-
mained.

After a while he hadn't called
her Glad anymore. After a while
she had not been particularly glad
about anything, She was the best-
dressed woman in the Loop, her
friends were among the other
well-dressed women in the Loop.

She and Dan never quarreled
any more, It took too much effort.
Nothing mattered enough to start
A disagreement. Dan had ap-
peared to accept their life, he was
ngreeable and pleasant. And then,
Imperceptibly, a change had come
over him. In his ovm words, he
had finally arrived at the place
where he could take no more,

Marian marveled, in her new
perception, that he had taken so
much. She had been no wife to
him. Far better, in that first year,
to have told him of her extrava-
gance and debts, Together they
would have got ocut somehow.

Was it too late to turn back?
Was it too late to try? Sitling
there in the miserable room which
the had not taken the trouble to
make livable, gshe faced about. It
would be hard going, but well

blinked, trying to amile. Her
mouth was as it had been when |
she first came to work for Mr. |
Fellows, tremulous and sweet.
Jumping from his chair, he
leaned over her. “I can't beliove
ft—I don't know what to say—
vou poor girl." |
“Oh, no—not poor—I've never |
been 0 rich in my life. 1've spent

“He doean't know—1 don’t want
him to know.” She looked down,
her lips trembling. “T must makrl
myself worthy of Dan. Then—if
he's generous enough to give me |
another chance—" |

Mr. Fellows patted her lhoul-i
der. “Good girl,” he said. “If 1
can help—"

She shook her head. "You |
helped me rain my life, and Dan's, ;
to bits. 1'11 build it up alone

(To Be Continued)
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years trying to stamp out every 1
natural instinct. I'm  through Don't Arch 1

That Brow

stamping out —1I'm free to be
happy, to fight for happiness in- |
stead of success. T ean't fail this |
time. It's written in the stars that
I shall win because I am a woman
and because I am going to have a
baby." Her burst of eloquence
ended on a hushed, thrilled note.
- -

GENTL\‘, he put an arm around
her shoulders and she leaned
her head against him.

“And the faver, Marian?" he
asked huskily, “Ask me anything
—anything."

“I want to stay as your secre-
tary until the first of February,
Then I'll go and I'll never come
pack. Il never want to come
back."

“I want you te stay." he said.
“We'll make it our best time tn-

“Oh, yes!" Her eves shone
through tears,

“And when you go—you'll take |
& bonus from this ofMce, a bonus
lor very good behavior—enough
io see the little fellow safely into
the world."

“Thank you—only the little fel- !

low is to be a girl"

“My mistake,” he laughed, Then, |
whbering, “What then, Msrian— |
what then?" |

“Dan will take care of us. He
vends a check every month. Dan
In fine and honorable. It will give
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Straightlined and streamlined
will be evebrows this Year, ac-
cording to a Chicago cosmeti- |
cians’ canvention. And so here's |
Irene Hateh, caught right be- |
tween seasons with a curved
1838 left eyebrow, a straight
1940 right one,
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worth the effort whether she ar-
rived or not.
A vague promise beckoned her
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own weakness the worst had hap-
pened. She would fight her way
back, one step at a time,

There was a larger apartment i
in the building. It had south win-
dows, sunny and nice for a baby.
She'd see about it in the morning.
Her heart sent out tiny {endrils of
gladness, ghe could almost feel
them unfolding. She had found a
Job worth dolng, a job which ne
one could take from her, No more
miveling and erying out at fate.
She'd do the job right, so that
Dan would be proud of her,

There was much to be done, she
could not change her faulty self
over night. She'd leamm to be
Dan's wife, the mother of his
baby. Someday, when she had

learned, she'd go to him and he
would be proud. Maybe his love
was not dead. Maybe, if she built
up instead of tesring down, he |
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She went to sleep serenely.
Upon waking, the first thing she
W was Janie's battered doll and
she smiled. She went to the office
with a lightness to her step, a
sofiness in her eyes. It was wall
that she had spent Thanksgiving
dsy with the Sands, it was well
that she was fortified. For Mr.
g::]}ium acked her 10 come %o his

_}:fn&mr be eald kindly, — 'O
8y s
lm::z t:?"m‘ " povs 1 “Why, it was so too a fair fight! Both of 'em were bitin'.”
.. “Yeah, but Doxa's got braces on her teeth.”
SI*E looked at him, smiling
faintly. Gone to pleces? She
had found herself.
“You've got those charty in fine
shape. They are usable and valu-
nble, Now I'm suggesting that
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It was the thing she hgd| 1 Pictured wild g groove, ¢
. dreaded, but her smile did not beast. 151t Is widely
change. She raised her head. SIt belongs to —or
“Before you finish, G. F., I want the — spread In all
to tell you something and ask a family. climates.
tavor.” 10 Tu!kilh 18 Stern
“All right—shoot” He had a| _ Officer. 21 Soft b
relleved expression, as it he had | 11 Papa. o,
been prepared for anything. 12 Uncooked.. ot 4
“I have gone to pieces in the 13 Stiffly nice. 23 Feint.color:
last few months and I want 10| 14 Lettuce dish, 1 28 Flural,
give you the reasons, three of | 16Lion, 2770 postpone.
them.” I think you'll admit that| 17°To consume, 33 To. i,
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tan fake it she went on quietly, | 39 Gun, 96 Garment 8 Valley, 46 Drone bee.
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arian,
“The man's world" she cor- |
recled him. “Women do not be-
long in this world. Nature has
made a better place for them, in
Ihe home, keeping their husbands
happy, rearing children o be good
citizens. A woman can't be fup-
planted In that job.”
“You're right, Marian"
"I know, and you know, that {f |
[ accept this leave of abrence, 11} |
never come back In the offes.
Bally Blake knows it, 100 She
tpoke without rancer, ;
] He dropped his eyes, “I'm pOITY,
my dear, The busginess world is a
Jungle—survival of the fittest.”
“There are two other reasons
why I have cracked up,” she con-
tinued, taking a long breath, This
was tl'tlo first time ﬁ:u had put the
Wo reasons info words, "My
hitsband has left me, G, F—" I L
1eft m?:l Fellows' voice
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IVE HEARD ALL ABour| | uMmE, PHOME | AND
T-ss= L HEARD THAT HAVE A THEN WHEN
OU FINALLY MET “THE HEART ) SHE MET You,

GIRL WITH THE CHARMING M 4 YourR BLOMD
NOKCE / -,,/t; -;Qun. DONT

WHAT ARE
OU  DOING TOMIGHT,

Naw THAT SHES
TURNED U
DOWN  Youl  THIkk
YOU CAN COME

BACK HERE AMND
FIND ME wAImnG !

APPEALTD HER!
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MAYBE WE WILL ENEM YET,
| SCRATED UP A Juc;“ v
POINTED. HE OF YELLOW LAVA IN WO
E'-l.saﬁug'owsmm THAT HiIS RESEARCH DEA
JARS OF BEAUTY STUFF/ PARTMENT CAN ANALYLE
ALL OVER TH' M AND FIND A SUB-
WORLD. STITUTE.

[ ANYWAY, | BETCHA
MR, MSKEE WiLL 8€

THAT'S NOT QUR. FAULT,
THE LAVA WAS BLOWN AWAY
DURING THE ERUPTION,
AND MO MAN ON EARTH
COULD HAVE PREVENTED IT
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