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Mr. Wilmet was saying insis-

tently, "Shall we say 7, then, at
Decker's?"

"Why, I yes, all right," Chris-

tine answered, and moved away,
her legs dragging numbly as U In

m hideous dream.
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don't mind my running away
early."

At first Mr. Wilmet looked
crestfallen; then he brightened.

"If It's Mr. Yardley you're to
meet" he said hopefully, "I Just
heard them toll him at detective

headquarters that they might keep
him till late tonight."

"Oh," Christine said blankly, "so

you've been to headquarters, too?"
"Inspector Parsons sent for me,"

Mr. Wilmet admitted. "About not

being able to prove where I was
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OREGON PRODUCES
BIG CHERRY CROP

PORTLAND, Ore., 8ept. 5 (U.R)

Oregon produced 11,800 tons ot

sweet cherries and 1.300 tons ot
sour cherries In 1939 the U. S.

Department of Agriculture re-

ported.
Oregon and Washington, which

had a slightly larger production,

'Ox

7W15last night As if I wouicmi nave
sense enough to get an alibi ready
before I killed someone. . . . Miss
Thorenson, you don't suppose he

really thinks I had anything to
do with this?"

,iB-A-a v.
harvested !S per cent of the na
tion's cherry crop.
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CHAPTER XII
TASPAH," Christine told th

" Inspector very distinctly,

"wai that beachcomber who got

away last night."
For moment Inspector Per-

sons simply sat and looked at her.

Finally he said softly, almost as
If to himself, "I wonder if any
policeman ever got the whole
truth from any woman at any one

time. . . . You said you read that
early morning extra. Miss Thoren-

son. You must have seen the

story about the abandoned launch
the Coast Guard searched. Sup-

pose I should tell you that, shortly
after dark yesterday evening, this
Jaspar rowed out to that launch
and spent some time aboard?"

"Are you telling me that?"
"In so many words."

"Then," Christine surprised her-

self by telling him, "11 that launch

really had anything to do with the
murder, I should say that Jaspai
would have been too smart tc
stick his neck out that way if he

really murdered my cousin."

"I wonder" again he seemed
to change the subject; but Chris-

tine waited warily "if you wen
tr,n vnunu to recall the abduction

know what they wanted with Mr.
Yardley?" NEW BUS LINE

TO BE STARTED

SALEM. Ore., Sept. S OJ.R)

Establishment ot a bus line serv- -
Ine Monmouth. Independence and
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"It was about nis Keys-
,- mr.

Wilmet told her chattily.
He had been afraid, she realized,

that she might not ask.
"His keys?"
"Yes. I heard one of the detec-

tives ask him how he could ex-

plain having a key to Mrs. Tal-

bert's car." The little man fairly
glowed with his news. "He you
aren't dizzy, are you. Miss Thoren-

son? It Is hot"
Christine was; but she steadied

herself to ask, "What did Mr.
Yardley say?"

"He said" Mr. Wilmet's inflec

BY FRED HARMAN

Salem was authorized recently by
Publlo Utilities Commissioner

D. Dean.
K. N. Wood of Independence

will operate the line. The towns
have been without service for some
time.
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SALEM. Ore., Sept. 5 0J.R

Salem building permits during the
month of August amounted to
$63,133, about halt the amount
of August a year ago.

The bulk of the expenditure was
for 16 new dwellings costing

tion deplored the flimsiness ot
Bill's story "that he did sit In
a parked car near the Boardwalk
for a few minutes to wait for
someone; but that he didn't know
why he had that key, unless it was
that when he got out, he forgot
the car wasn't his, and seeing a
key In the door, Just took it out
and put it with his others."

Christine stood very still for a
moment; but her mind raced, try-

ing to sort and piece together
sciaps of memory.

News and Herald Want-Ad- s get
results.
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of Mrs. Talbert's nephew, Earl
Talbert, about U years ago. Who-

ever engineered that was pretty
smart, too. Mrs. Talbert paid a
sweet ransom; but the boy was
never found."

"I was 10 years old then,"
Christine said. "Are you suggest-

ing that I had something to do
with that, too?"

He Ignored that
"This Jaspar was employed by

Mrs. Talbert at that time, also,
wasn't he?"

"Ever since I can remember.
, ' "Can you think," he demanded,

"of anyone who might have sent
that will to the newspaper?"

"Not unless that was Jaspar, too.
. . . But why should he? It puts
him on a spot as well as me."

"Any idea where this Jaspar ii
now?" he shot at her.

"No."

TJ7HEN, at length, he let her go,

" Christine went out with het
mind whirling. ... If there were
only someone she could talk to
someone who might have some
key to this terrifying puzzle!

' ' As if in answer to her need,
' girl's voice sounded in her mem-- 4

ory breathless, hurried, fright-ene- d

"If there's any trouble, Misi
Thorenson, call Main 2079. Ask
for"

On a desperate impulse Chris-

tine found a telephone booth,
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dialed the number, and asked xoi

Lucille. ; It would be better
not to give her own name, shs
decided; so when a girl's voice an-

swered, she began, feeling her way
guardedly, "I wonder if it was you
I talked to over the Beachmonl
exchange night before last? . . .

I was to call you, if"
"Oh, Miss Thorenson, I've been

. so afraid you wouldn't!" the othes
girl broke in. "And I couldnl

. think how to get word to you after
rou left the Crestview."

"Well, I'm calling now," Chris-

tine said. "Where can I see you?"
"Let me think," the girl hesi-

tated. "It wouldn't do for you to
tome here. They may be watchini
Ihe house."

They? Christine wondered.
"Could you meet me about 9

tt will be dark then outside the
Paris Smart Shop?"

"How should I know you?"
"I'll be window shopping; and

Til wear a dark blue dress with
1 cherry hat and belt. I'll know
rou from your pictures in the
paper. Don't speak to me; just
follow you know, kind of care- -'

lessly when I move on."
It sounded so incredibly bizarre

that Christine opened her mouth
; to refuse. Then, on one of her

unpredictable impulses, she de-

cided, "All right At 9 then."
"Wait!" the girl called sharply.

"You won't say anything to the
police?"

"Of course not" Christine reck-less- ly

burned her bridges.

TyTHEN she came out from the
'" booth, she bought a news-

paper. There was, she decided
after one glance at the front page,
such a thing as being entirely too

photogenic. As the girl Lucille
" had intimated, there could be no

mistaking the original of her pub-
lished pictures. Already people
were staring at her. She spent
four of her cherished dollars for

, a hat and a pair
of

' It was already 10:30 when she
remembered that she was to meet
Mr. Wilmet at that hour.

Christine's confidence, in hei
sketchily assembled disguise wai
strengthened when Mr. Wilmet,
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peering anxiously from the drug
' store, failed to recognize ner untu

she spoke to him. BY V. T. HAMLINALLEY OOP
2

fl SO. LATE THAT

MieHT...
"Well, well!" he exclaimed,

r blinking at her. "You've done
something to yourself. And t
smart idea, too. One of those im-

pertinent reporters followed me
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. view."
He teemed so disappointed

when she explained about giving
- up her work for she had decided

-.- ' that to go on would be Impossible
; unless she wanted to be hounded

by curiosity seekers that Chris-
tine felt sorry for him. So much

' to that when he asked her almost
wistfully to have dinner with him,
she answered, "I have an engage-
ment to meet a friend at 9; but
I'd like ever so much to have din-
ner with you, Mr. Wilmet, if you


