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OUT OUR WAY BY J. R. WILLIAMS OUR BOARDING HOUSE With MAJOR HOOPLE

A WOMAN
SERIAL STORY

.WAR AND
BY BETTY WALLACE

"My father," she moaned faint-

ly. "He's dying. Jimmy, Jimmy,
I can't think of myself now."

"I'm not asking you to think of
anything but this, Linda. It's a
truce a few days, a week, two
weeks, two months. Whatever it
takes. But remember, all the time
you're home. You'ro not George's
any more, you'ro mine! Do you
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His eyes smiled at her, word-

lessly. The steady driving con-

tinued. Now it was twilight. There
was a bridge, looming ahead.
"We're going over Mobile Bay."

"You mustn't stay with me until
the plane comes," she said in sud-
den panic. "Dump me at the air-

port. I'll be all right"
"Do you think I'm anxious to

be rid of you, Linda?" He was
trying to sound light. Her eyes
dropped.

"Marcia will be anxious about
you. And there's the party "

"Listen, Linda." All at once
his tone had changed. His eyes
had changed, and a bunch of mus-
cles at his Jaw were taut "Let's
cut out this pretending. We
haven't much longer. Sooner or
later we'll have to talk this out
and I I've got to do it now!"

"No," she said faintly. "No,
Jimmy. You'll be sorry. You
don't mean it You can't ...""I do mean it And you mean
it A thing like this doesn't hap-
pen more than once in a lifetime
to a man and a woman. It's hap-
pened to us. We didn't go looking
for it It Just burst like a bomb
In our faces."

"Bomb!" she choked. "Oh,
stop! Stop!"

TTIS hand on her shoulder was
suddenly firm. "I'm not go-

ing to stop! We'll face this out!
You love me, you know you do,
you can't deny it! What docs it
matter that we both made a mis-

take, that we both promised other
people? Think of all the men and
women in the world who walk in-

to marriage blindfolded and don't
meet the right one until it's too
late. That shan't happen to us!
tVe ought to be glad glad, I tell
you that we found out in time!
We've got to be brave about it
It'll hurt Marcia. It'll hurt that
George of yours. But it won't
hurt as much as if we go on
spinelessly and let two marriages
smash up later."
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' Jimmy's eyes were Intent, his
hands on the wheel very sure. The
needle of the speedometer hov-

ered at 55, went to 60. . . .

Linda did not notice what they
were passing. All she saw was his

profile, so Inexpressibly dear, so

unutterably important to her even

though two weeks ago she had
never seen It at all. The way his

lips were curved and sensitive, the

way his cheek was lean and hard.
. . . Why had George's face never
affected her this way? It was

only a face.

"You and your dad are very
close, arent you?" Jimmy ven-

tured at last "If it if it'll help
you to talk, I wish you would."

"There's not much to say," she
answered. "I I guess it goes too

deep."
"I lost my folks when I was

15," he told her slowly. "I think
I know what you're going
through."

"Fifteen! Oh, I'm so sorry. . ,

"I missed great deal. Mar-

ch's father and mine were life--
long friends. He he sort of

adopted me, afterward. I was in
. prep school, and then at the Acad- -

emy. And always there was the
Kings' home to go back to

' She realized, suddenly, that he
was exnlainine. Exnlalnine about
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"Most unAmerican piece of leg-

islation in 25 years." At Young
Democrats convention in Pitts-

burgh, Pa., Pitt Tyson Maner,
above, of Montgomery, Ala., na-

tional president of organization,
thus blasted Hatch law, prohibit-
ing political activities by gov-

ernment employes.
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! Marcia. They had been thrown
, together so much. She seemed to

hear Marcla's voice again. "I've
' loved him since I was knee high."

Queer, that It was that same ele--;

ment of propinquity, of long ac-

quaintance, which had drawn her
to George.

"My my fiance has been a
' friend of Caddy's a long time,

too," she was saying. "He likej
the same things Daddy does. They
have long arguments over what
did or didn't happen in ancient
Borne. They discuss Caesar's cam-

paigns, and the meaning of ob-

scure passages in the Aeneid."
They were talking around the

Important point, she knew. Re
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membering the words she had
flung at him last night, she went

cn, "They're both both bitterly
opposed to big navies and arma-
ments and all that They think
the common people of the country
don't want them. They think all
that leads to war."
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iuae uihi war is raevuaoie.
"But that's a defeatist attitude.

That brings it so much closer
Just admitting that it must cornel"
The color rose in her cheeks. "If
you could see Queensville, see all
those young boys learning the
finer things. Learning the arts of
peace how to be doctors and
lawyers, and scientists. . . . Real-

izing what a war would do to their
lives"

"But Just by having us on hand,
they're safer than they would be if
they didn't have us," Jimmy said.
"Say we're a necessary evil." His
eyebrow quirked. Did he think
her childish? "Without the armed
forces, Linda, this countrywouldn't be in the strong position
it is in to talk peace. To enforce
peace."

"But you can't enforce peace!
Just the word enforce. ...""Do you think all the nations of
the world ere apt to scuttle their
battleships and dismember their
fighting planes?" Now he was ac-

tually smiling. "It seems to me
they tried that once."

'

CHE felt the sense of their areu- -
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HORIZONTAL
1,6 Crown

of
Norway.

9 Epilepsy
symptom.

10 Mathematical
term.

12 To spill liquid
13 Dainty foods.
14 Doctrine.
16 Tree.
18 Shaggy.
21 Sea monsters.
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20 Theme of a
talk.

21 Unit of
currency In
his land.

22 Corded fabric.
23 Gnawed.
24 Kinsfolk.
26 Farewell!
27 Viscous fluid.
28 Of each an

equal quantity
29 Barters.
33 Not fresh.
34 Long poles.
36 Erects.
38 Prima donna.
39 Cake froster.
40 Penny.
43 Axillary.
44 Roots tock.
45 Paradise.
47 Mineral

spring.
48 To harden.
50 Type measure
53 Southeast
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Her head ached. "I guess it doesn't
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25 Instrumental
compositions.

30 To retreat.
31 Stately old

dance.
32 Aperients.
34 Mined

product.
35 To allure.
37 Decree.
41 Bronze.
42 Gluts.
46 Frozen

dessert.

47 Bed laths.
49 Youth.
50 Opposed to

odd.
51 Blue.
52 Greek god of

war.
54 His wife is

Princess
of Sweden.

55 His father
was elected
to the .

VERTICAL
1 Time gone by.
2 Law.
3 Golf club.
4 Back of neck.
5 Age.
6 Land rights.
7 Dyestuff.
8 Chopping tool,

1 1 Maple shrubs.
15 At that place.
17 Renters.
19 Sluggish.

matter what I think," she said
wearily. "It doesn't matter what
a hundred million other small, un-
important men and women in the
country think. We're not in the
saddle. The handful who are, are
running us. 'Oh, where are we
now? How far have we gone?
I wish we were in Mobile!"

Jimmy glanced at his wrist
watch. "We've lots of time. The
plane doesn't leave until 10:35 to-

night."
It wasn't even

dork yet.
"Would you like to stop and get

some coffee?"
There was gnawing emptiness

Inside her, she realized. "That
would be fine," she told him grate-
fully.

But even across the little table
In' the roadside lunchroom, the
ghost of Marcia stood between
them. Three hours she had given
herself. . . . She had more. Much
more. But always and forever,
there would be Marcia.

They were riding again. "A
funny name, Turpentine Still," she

murmured drowsily, after a long
time, as a sign swam into her vi-

sion,
Ho didn't answer. Linda closed

her eyes. She never knew how
long alio had slept, but when she
awoke, all warm and refreshed,
her head was on his shoulder. She
sat up swiftly, a blush prickling
under hrr fair skin.
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