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GHOST DETOUR
BY OREN ARNOLD
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till. He gave the flashlight to
Franklin, raised his stubby-han-ile- d

pick to start digging hole.
Crack!
In the poor light Dirk

the ceiling height His pick
icraped a rock, was deflected so
ihat it hit the supporting post
it wood.

Instantly there was a crash and
1 deafening roar.

"Look out!" Dick yelled.
He Jumped back, striking

Franklin as he did so. The flash-

light fell from Franklin's hands,
ind the roaring ended in a

feminine scream.
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for advice in that significant mo-ne- nt

It was a precedent that she
aras to follow more and more.

"Glor-rc- e, no! The sheriffs a
lalf day's run from here. Be-

tides, what's he got that I haven't
jot? My weight fluctuates, mad-i-

between 200 and 201 pounds.
I'd like a chance of capturing a
robber, if robber it is."

"Suppose it isn't a robber?"
Christine said. "Suppose it's it'a

M

"Well, there you are," said
Franklin Larraway. "We don't
know whose money it is. Dick's
right A sheriff might Just ball
up the works. So let's figure out
omcthing to trap the man or men

who put the money there. Mean-

time, of course, the money should
m hidden."

"We agreed to bury It" Rose-e- e
exclaimed. "Let's go do it

jowl"
"In tha old mine shaft," Dick

luggested.
They made an expedition of it,

ill four walking a hundred yards
iown into the sloping gullet of the
ong abandoned Goldcrest mine,
ruided by Dick's pocket flashlight
rhe place was earthy of smell,
serie to see, almost frightening.
"Nothing more dangerous down
aere than maybe a scorpion or
two," Dick declared, confidently.
I've already explored it"

They found a spot behind an
)ld 8x8 inch post that supported
tome of the loose rock on the
nine shaft ceiling and wait The
diaft was about eight feet high,
ind perhaps six wide, a mere
ullway of intense darkness lead-

ing into the mountain. Dick's
flashlight was as impotent as it
sad been at the bank vault the
aight before.

Dick had a rusted miner's pick
iey had found outside, a thing
Kith a weak and broken handle,
out conceivably of some value
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up the rough main itreet in Kose-lee- 's

coupe. The aun had alreadj
dispelled any ghosts that had
lurked in evening shadows, but
the picturesque quality of thi
place impressed both girls now.

"It's darling!" Christine ex.
claimed, staring again at the

buildings.
"We're going to have ourselves
Umel" Roselee predicted.
To their surprise they found nol

only Dick Bancroft, but Franklin
Larraway as .well. Franklin had
first surprised his buddy by ar-

riving the previous midnight
hours ahead of schedule.

"I almost shot him for a ghost
or a robber," Dick grinned, after
Introductions. "He came rattling
in, calling roe names. But he's

' sold on the ghost detour idea.
I'd of broken his long neck if h
hadn't been, see?"

"Do you break many necks, Mr
Bancroft?" Christine inquired
loftily.

"Stop quarreling," Roselee or-

dered. "I I own this place. 1

am also your boss. Get to work
All of you. Us, I mean. Now

listen"
She had many plans. She and

Christine had talked until a latt
hour themselves. This was al-

ready July, and the highway two
miles away was zooming with

people with money jr.
' their pockets and adventure ir

their hearts, people who woulc
gladly pay a dollar each to in-

spect a genuine ghost town.
Roselee talked a lot, and ii

welled to a discussion. Every
body had ideas. Franklin caught
the contagion of interest in the
project He had worked on the
school papera and edited the year-
book, he knew lot about pro-
motion and advertising. "Oka;
then, Mr. Larraway, you and
Christine take over the job of con-

tacting the travel agencies and
making a deal with them."

"And I know how to wangle
some help from the highway
maintenance) crew. I can get the
old dirt road from the highway
cleared of shrubs and Joshua
growth and opened up for cars
again," said Sick.

"That's ducky, and I have hired
Mrs. Hogan to come and cook for
us and maybe cook for any guests
who want meals in the Ace High
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Emil Schram, above, a former di-
rector of the Reconstruction Fi-
nance Corporation, has been
selected by President Roosevelt
to succeed Jesse Jones as RFC

chairman.
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Hotel," Roselee put in. "Who is
; Mrs. Hogan? She's a middle-age- d
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FRECKLES AND HIS FRIENDS BY BLOSSER

widow wno has been a prospec-

tor in the hills, and who has often
worked for dad. She'll be here
today."

"I think we ought to have some
prospectors and Indians and cow-
boys around for atmosphere,"
Christine added, "so 111 see to it,
and I'll handle the bookkeeping
and the records and do anything
else you say."

THE powwow was extremely
serious nobody on earth can
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--ft VI D fx:, ft ji i jbe more serious, when the mood
strikes them, than ordinarily gay
and ebullient college youths. And
these four were still collegians at
heart They hadn't been out of
school month. "A dime? Nothin' doin'! I get for overtime

or I tell papa.""You are not too disappointed,
Mr. Larraway?" Roselee inquired,
after the conference had ended.
"At our breaking up your sum l Co- - iwnai aiavitl. ml.aiit

WASH TUBBS BY CRANEBRAVE KNIGHT
mer plans, I mean?"

"I am delighted! I had no defi-
nite plans."

"Do you want any references?
Or anything? I I never had any-
body working for me before!"

"There'll be labor trouble,"
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AMD BEAUTt f K'V kl H ' !V I 1OLDam thinking of going on strike un
it'iless I get Saturday night off. I

wish to take another of your env
ployes to a dance."

"Who? What dance?"

HORIZONTAL
1 Sir of

Ivanhoe, hero
of the novel
"Ivanhoe."

7 He was a
brave knight
of King

13 Small wild ox
14 Pertaining

to weight.
16 Olive shrub.
17 To run swiftly
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"Miss Palmer, here. Surely
mere s a dance somewhere?

"There's not any 'where around
here! This is isolated. It's a short

15 Goes to excess
21 To strut
23 Urgent
24 Sir Walter

wrote
his story.

26 Ascended.
27 Oleoresin.
28 Gnawed.
29 Gibbon.
34 Barometer

line.
37 Proportion.
39 Falsifier.
40 To make a

sweater.
42 Microbe.
43 Case for

religious
relics.

48 In line.
47 Theater box.
48 Forsaken.
49 Membranous

bag.
50 Thing.
51 Dorbeetle,

BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES BY MARTIN

is new wife.
It To darn.
20 Indians.
22 Pedal digit
23 College girl.
24 Senior.
25 Spendthrift.
28 Winged.
30 Musical note.
31 Eight-side- d

figure.
32 Ruby.
33 Units of work.
35 Mama.
38 Transposed.
38 Skin of an eel

41 Seaweed.
44 Electron.
45 High, .
49 Stair.
50 Furious.
52 Plant part
54 Manners.
55 Lyric poetry

muse.
56 Monster.
57 He defeated

all in a
tournament.

58 He married

VERTICAL
1 Existed.
2 To contract
S Awkward

fellow.
4 To grow dim,
5 To recede,
6 Missiles.
7 Jockey,
8 To freeze,
9 Man.

10 Sheltered side
11 To rupture.
12 Father.
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run of 94 miles to Boulder Dam,
If that helps!"

"Besides that, you haven't asked
me!" Christine snapped, pretend-
ing anger. "We haven't even met
socially!"

Franklin sighed heavily, still
acting. "Ah me, I might have
known it Nothing is perfect any
more, however sweet the promise.
I briefly foresaw an idyllic sum-
mer, with adventure, money,
romance, love all the things of
abundant living served to me in
reckless abundance. But now
alas!"

"Alas, my foot!" Roselee
at him, breaking his play-

acting spell. "I'll fire you at once
If you don't get to work. I in-
tend to be ."

They all had to laugh at her
then. If anybody in Christendom
looked the opposite of hardness
and meanness, it was dainty little
Roselee Dale. She came almost
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be Dick's baby sister. She had a
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nan t want it to oe.
"Correct," Franklin turned seri-

ous now. "What's first?"
"The money," said Dick.
"Oh. That's right I had

so Interested In makim

money out of Goldcrest that I
forgot we already had $12,0001"
Roselee looked alarmed, without
Immediate cause. "Shouldn't we
take it in to the sheriff, Dick?"

CHE never realized that she
turned automatically to htm


