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letter, tiey pusned through a cor=

|ridor to & dim back room and

p SERIAL STORY
. 'GHOST DETOUR  =fiee™e |
BY OREN ARNOLD
20 VI T T T

Tln‘. two girls were riding at an
eary gallop. The breeze flipped
i l.ll.kna scarf out behind Chris-
. . tine's neck, like a knight's banner,
,and Roselec's blond curls were
4 awry. But the girla didn't carc
Nobody could see them; in fa:
there wasn't another human b
within 10 miles of them e:
gﬁ for Roselee's family back :
the rancho, and the cars ih
< i po-po-0-0-omed here along t
¢ transcontinental highway. The
"
'*jl Rosclee didn't bother to di

* mount, She just leaned dow

from the saddle and opened th
big rural mail box from Warrior

“ back. Warrior was huge—he mac
. Roselee look even smaller thi
" she was—but he was servile
her; he slood champing his bil
“Letler from home, Christy,

Roselee told her friend. “Here,”
o “Thanks."

b “One for me—let's read.”
L - .
OSELEE hooked a leg over her
saddle horn for comfort., Hers
was a business envelope but the
» return address excited her.
“Dear Miss Dale:

“This letter {s to inform you
.+ that the directors of the Western
. Metals and Minerals Corporation

‘voted yesterday fo accept your

offer of $500 cash jor the remains
' of the community once known as
w'i Golderest, Arizona. Deed to the
1. property, which includes the min-
ing cleims and all buildings and
other structures thereon, ir in-

. cluded herewith, and receipt for
n. your check is attached.

-, "Some of the dircctors were
frankly curious fo know what you,

a young woman, erpected to de

" with this so-called ghost town

President Felch tas good enough
. to suggest that you might reatiz(

a modest return from wrecking

the old buildings as scrap lum-
+ ber, if wou can open the road 1o

the town agoin. Most nf the
buildings were in good cond

twhen the place was finally aban-

doned in 1902,

“In that comnection, our cor-
poration files happen to show the

- combination of the old steel safe
«: ©Or vault in the Goldcrest Bank,
«+ No doubt it is valueless now, but

hére i3 the combination: 12-L4%:-
 R6-L3-Rs.
Respectfully yours,

- g

“Chris-tine! It's come! I own

Golderest! We can go lhcad with
'h ]m‘"l

LT (JN 1

“Yes! Here—read {t! I—gee;
 ‘honey, I wish—come on, let's
+ ride over there right mow! You
i v won't mind being late for dinner,
o Rwill you? Honest?"

Her guest didn't answer until
she had finished reading. Then
the turned in her saddle to lock
direclly at the smaller girl, and

+ to smile sweelly. The horses be-
gan moving again.

“"Now listen, Roselee,” Christine
said, “are you serious about my
part of this? 1 think it's a per-
Jectly darling idea, but after all
TFm an outsider, You needn'|

+“feel obligated to invite me in

Roselee spoke earnesily, “Chris-
ty, we were pals all through

! university, weren't we? We gol
our degrees together, recentily,
didn't we? We can stil be part-
nere. You can—we can adjust the
, . money difference. You're in!"
Roselee spurred Warrior and
turned him westward, Christine’s
hbrse followed. They stayed off
the pavement of course, but they

cjung near to it They read s

road An arrow pointing west

said  “BOULDER DAM, 94

MILES" and one pointing eas!
zaid “GRAND CANYON, 17%
. MILES" A smaller sign on a
shield sald this was “U. 5. HIGH-
WAY 66" and the girls knew i
Wiz a main transcontinental

‘route where tourist. travel wa:
heavy the year around.
J - L

~

UT the girls could see no other

- evidence of civilization. Mo-

- bays county, In northwestern
+ Arizona, is still about the lenst
#ottled portion of the nation; three
Indlans and a cowboy togelher
there amount 1o & crowd, and even
they may get lost in the rugged

i desert expanses, the magnificent
blue-red mountains and foothills.

“Since you've never been there
I'll take you the longer way this
time,” Roselee explained, “I'll
show you first where the old side
rond turned off this highway. IU's
birely visible, but it could be
opened again. Just a few joshua
trees have grown up on It."

“I've never been In n ghost
town,” Christine called, spurring
to keep alongside her friend.
“Four miles, you sald?”

*It's anly two off the highway."

"That shouldn't be hard on
tourists,” ;

“It's perfect!" Roselee declared,
“Just enough to make them thinlk
they nre roughing it — with a
thrill at the end of the (rail
Bee?"

“I'm thrilled Iin aenticipation,
Rosolee, Let's—Iel's go see the
sld bank first, where the rob-
beries were. Want to?"

“Okay. It has barred windows
and—and you simply must visit
the jaill It was carved from the
side of a rock mountaln. Cut out
of rock. A real dungeon.'

b “Goodness|” Christine was im-
* They had to slow down because
7 he going was rocky,

' "'. . MIt's - plctureaque!™  declared
‘Dhrlrunw referrin to the wild
ol around

T surely (" Rme!co sald,

. ,[L thinking of Goldorest, “It's a per-
. ghost town

» town if ever there war

..m
| frue. The girls, Chris-
v wera doubly im-

its one main s'lreet.
.
LTVCOP«SC[DUSLY they began
speaking in awed tones, as
ono might use in a cemetery. The
place really was funereal, Homes

and stores were there, but vacant
by the block. Roofs sagged. Glass |
was broken. Fosta and planks hnd

eracked or split. Weeds and dead ]
grass showed inside rooms, pok-
ing through rotted floors. A great
pre dump loomed in the distance.
Nothing moved—save a jackrab-
bit that leaped away with star-
Hing add and emphasized
he dendness of the surroundings.
Dirt and dust were everywhere
sut the wooden forms were all
visible so that the place was a
movie set from a past century,
yet was genuine, real, Many of
the old store signs were still
legible, after four or five deeades. |
An old buggy, broken; several
wagon wheels; hitching Tails;
botiomless chalrs; saloon bars;
cracked mirrors; stoves; rusted
bed springs; all of these were
noted by the girls,

They had hitched their horses
now and they walked up a ragged
plank sidewalk, almost furtively.
Their own shadows slanted long
and grotesque against the store
fronts so as to seem alive in the
waning sun. The hour was late
and twilight already was hover-
ing when they came to the bank
that had been Goldcrest’s center
of commerce and trade. |

“Let's just take a peek in be-
fore we have to go back,” Chris-
tine sald. “I think it's wonder-
talt™

They moved on tiptoe, point=-
ing, talking, speculating, com-
muning with the storied past. Both
girls were flushed with excite-
ment.

Because of the paragraph in the |

catite to the back vault, IUs mas-

sive steel door was, rusity but
intact, The wvaull, as with tho
lall, had been set back into the

|rock ol of the canyon.

“Look—the vault door’s cloged!™
exclaimed Roselea In surprise,
pointing. *T  wonder {f it's
locked?”

“You, bet it's locked!" declared
another volce—not Christine's! It
WwWas a “].l:l‘ll]lh!‘ valce, not un-
Hovely but nevertheless tercifyving
now, *“U've been wondering if you
| came to open i1

({To Be Continued)

Much Concerned
About Corsica

Wary of war clouds in European
sk¥, Gen, Jeseph Vuillemin,
French air chief, made rigid
inspection of defenses on Medi-
terrancan island of Corsica, nd-
mitted objective of Italian aims

COPR. 11 KT M MEver. we.
WREG & PaE S

OUT OUR WAY BY J. R, WILLIAMS
¢

Of THIS 1S N WHO MY MAN, THERE WHO SAID 1T 4

| TermiBLE! | COULD 15 SOME MISTAKE WAS T THIS 1S

WWHY ,WE'LL | HAVE HERE == THAT IS FER A GANG
Ml ALL BE {‘w POSITIVELY NOT / WHO'S HAVIN' A
YA pisamacent FOR. U / POIN'S HERE
P(_/' - TONIGHT
T ¥l

T=17 )

|RED RYDER

e 8

SANING
MORGANS

OH,
YoUR
DAUGHTER. N N

LIFE 10 sAavE
MNE £

-\owQ-§ LT

GRATITUDE
e
@'

FLAPPER FANNY

COPR TRID BY REA SIRVEL ™. T, W 0TS L 8 PAT. OFF.

By Sylvia J.

AN

e,
N

T=17

“Yes, I see the resemblance.

In a few years, his grand-

father's going to look exactly like him.”
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| LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE
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