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CHAPTER X

AS John Lossiter had insisted,

the annual Sunshine Club ball
was the blggest party of the year,
The whole town took parl, but the
affalr wos stoged by what were
known ns “the older families"—
obly and excltedly assisted by a
goodly number of families who
hoped one day to be included in
it catogory.

Helena had promised John Las-
siter that she would go to the
dance with him, but as the date
drow near she began to wonder
as to the advisability of it. *1
notice that Leah Frazier and her
mother are patronesses” she told
Lassiter, “Don’t you think it
would be betler if I staved away?"

Lassiter frowned. “I honestly
believe that the Frariers and their
friends have beon able fo impress
you with their importance.” He
put his hands on her shoulders
and turned her around to face
bhim. “Look here . . . for a whole
month I've been planning on hav-
ing with me the belle of the ball.
I won't be cheated out of the
triumph!"

nim.

Hie answering laugh was weak.
“1—I want to tell you where I'm
foing," he said. “You might hear
o it and misunderstond. I have
‘o go to the Fraziers for dinner,
You see the last time they asked
e I had something to Interfere.
I simply didn't dare turn them
fown this time."

“No , . ." agreed Helena dully,
‘No, you couldn't do that. Not
ifter last night.”

“Helena! Last night has noth-
ng to do with (& You do under-
itand how it is, don't you?"

qhe told him that she did, aml
L pr ised to tel
agnin soon. But nt 6. 1ons after
the store was quiel, Helena broke,
Her head in her arms upon the
lesk, she burst into <ears.

Finally the tears stopped, but
the did not raise her head. She
felt too weary, too utterly alone
‘0 open her eves upon the world,

+ » There was a tentative rop at
the door, and through the frosied
glass she saw the outline of a minn,
Huwriedly she powdered, tried to

searrange her hair, Then, “Come
n," she called.

Harvey Jameson stood in the |
Joarway. *I noticed the light,” he |
ald, *and I thought maybe 1 |
sould persuade you to knock off l
ind see a movie with me. If you I
wven't eaten, we can grab a bite |
m the way." Having spoken, he |
wemed afraid that he might have |
wesumed too much. |

Helena slammed shut the |
Irawer of her desk, faced that |
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dressod for the parly in one of
gll::’ mtﬁét ewnll‘unfi dresses she
1 able to find at Hender-
son's. She discovered that she was CUTIE OF CLOUT
i Iooking forward to the S
| Club affai’
| The dance was to be held on
i a huge open-air platform built
| especinlly for the occasion. When
Lassiter and Helena parked near
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not thinking of leaving the car.
\ Sofily Helena began to hum.

“You're more beautiful than
usunl tonight, Helenn," Lassiter
snid sofily.

She smiled up at him imper-
sonally, “It's the summer night
haze,” she told him. “Affects the
vision. . . . Shall we start?"

The pavilion was well covered
with dancers, most of them young,
gll of them enjoying themselves
immensely, Beyond them, almost
at once, Helena saw a row of older
men and women seated in wicker
chairs along the edge of the plat-
form. Mrs. Frazier was there,
splendid-looking in a white gown
and a short black fur evening
roat,

“Dance?” asked John Lassiter,
and Helena drifted off in his arms,
They danced well together, Too
well to spoil it with conversation.
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beauliful,” Helenn thought. She
tw Leah's arm drop from her
anriner’s shoulder, saw her gather
ap the folds of the white skirt and

fleld or outfivld. She is bat-
ting 438, and throws, cutches
the ball, and runs like a boy.
The 17-year-old girl excels on

4 her boys' high school sqund,
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“I'll meet you at the car,” Hel- | leine Carroll, says Ameriean Jazz
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I won't spoll their party." called after one of the prineipal .
Lussiter held to her wrlst. [Instruments on which it Is
‘Helenn, you can't—"" played, The zurnn, he says, s

“Please let me go! People are like the American saxophone.
farving at us , . " She w1
ser hand free, hurrled from the
lance floor, Blindly she s!umb!ed
dhirough the dorkness 1o L
r.

A moment later he jolned her.
Forgive me,” he sald, “Of course
rou wouldn't want to stay, under
the clreumslances” His face was
white with rage, “Damn them,”
3¢ snid slowly and evenly, '

Helena put her hand on his arm.
‘1 ‘“You musin't be angry with

them," she told him, *“You mustn't
get mixed up In this. You're in
the bonk. You've got fo do busi-
ness in this town"

Lassiter furned to her, took
both her hands In his. “I never
dreamed they'd do such a thing,

:I:Icna. I'd never have brought
u "
“Of course not, John, I know
that.”
. Wordless then, he drove her
. Wrough the quict town and back
. | lo her apartment, There he said,
*You dm‘t feel like tnlking fo~
= d,lhl. But T've somothing more
-;,',; say, Helenn. Won't you have
+ dinner with me tomorrow night?
~ We'll go to some qulet place."
MALL pight . . ' She faced him,
Cwled to smile, "It was nice of you
e wm 10 4 4. tg tryt
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