PAGE TWO

THE EVENING HLRAI.D KLAMA’I‘H F}\LLS OREGON

“July 18, 1936

Caseys, Old Fort Score Softball Victories

No Room
for
Argument

Amaorican, National League
Basoballs Identical. Poor
Hurling Boosts Hitting Avers
ages in Junior Circuit.

Basohalls wsed in the two
mijor leagues are {dentical, de-
eplte nrguments still belng ad-
vaneod that the American
1oague apple s Hyelier,

Sunny Jim Bottomley, in the
American this soason after 14
years In the National, Is the lat-
est to exproess the belief that
there is mere jackrabbit fn the
Junior loop pellet,

Hottomley falls to take Amer-
fonn league pitehing and power
into copsideration. Bl Dick-
ey, the Yankeo catcher, is right
when he asgeris that poor pitch-
{og s mainly to blame for the
heavier hitting and preponder-
ance of home runs in the Har-
ridge wheel, Beores and pltch-
ing records support his conten-
tion,

Nuatlonn! longue pitehing ex-
celling that of the American in
the all-star game was not an
accidont, The older cirenit is
miuch better fixed In skillful
handouft kings.

Strong-armed sons of the
Amerlean might experience a
litlle more difficulty in the Na-
tional, but it is not hard to Ima-
gine Loy Gehrlg, Jimmy Foxx,
Earl Averill, Hal Trosky, Dick-
ey, Charley Gehringer, Joe Di-
Maggio, Goose Goslin, Bob John-
son, Al Simmons, and Zeke Hon-
ura a8 a groyp outslugging ons
composed of the plek of the eld-
or league's distance hitters.

The National peed not apole-
gixe for Guasie Sulir, Paul Wan-
er, Ernie Lombard!, Mel Ott,
Dnlrlh Camilll, Ripper Collins,
Joe Medwick, Gabby Hartnett,
Wally Berger, Chuck Kieln, and
Ival Goodman, but the Ameri-
can definltely has a bulging
margin in heavy artillery.
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Getting back to the ball, all
are made {n the same Philadel-
phia factory. The only differ-
enco i the color of the stitching
and the lettering. The same
gondition existed some years
back when the powers declded
to changs the speed of the ball
&8 & moans of crenting synthe-
tie Babe Ruths, The pill was
mads more resilient for all
harda,

ite doubting Thomases polnt
to the fact that American league
outfielders play closer to ihae
fences than do Natlonal league
fly chasers,

They apeak of Ametican
league ahortstops playing eloser
to the plate than do those In
the parent organization.

2raed Why they do not play
deeper when the bases are un-
pecupled, Joe Cronin, manager
of the Hed Sox, explains that
if they played back on the sdge
of the grass, gharply smacked
grounders would curve away
from them, and mors often than
not they would be upable to
field the swerving ball,

Tris Speaker, dnddy of all
outflelders at golng back for &
ball, eannot understand elther

the curront American league
shortstopping or outfielding
theory,
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“If it Is true that the ball is
faster, why shounld the short-
flop play cloder In?" asks
Bpoke. "On my club, he'd play
farther back and have more
time to get to the ball,

“American league outfielders
have roamed oo deop for yoars.
The percentage is in fnvor of
the ball being In front of them.
Yeu they seldom cateh a ball in
front of them nowadays,

“The pumber of base hits that
fall between inflelders and out-
flelders v sickening, Several
drooplng liners or Texas Loa-
guers drop in front of an out-
flelder for every three-base hit
he cuts off by laying back
ugnlnst the hoards, The place
for bim fs from 20 to 40 feet
closer in except when an ex-
tra-hase kit will dg & lot of
dumnge,

*What good s he propped up
apaingt the wall?  When n
ball ia hit that far It ususlly
bounces off the fence anyway.

"The ball travels fuster than
It did in my day, for which
ronson 1 don't any that 1 could
play In ax close now g | onee
did, but 1'd play in & lot closer
than the outficlders of today,

“Nearly all outflslders ean go
back, und fungo hitting practice
would teach those who can't”

It Is too bad that motlon ple-
tures of Tristram Speaker In
Aotlon were not preserved, They
would open the eyos of the eur-
rent erop.

Sunday Games

Bouthern Oregon
Red Box at firants Pass,
Glendnle nt Kinmnth Pellcans,
Modoe tield.

Basin  Lengue
Big Lakes at Hastside-Ewnuna.
Dorrls at Malin, ;
Tulelake at Merrill,

' Crator Lnko laague

fnﬂlhlru Pnelfle st Modoe

Chiloguin at Pellear  Bay.
lgomn at Bprague River,
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