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nar until their heads," close
passed out of sight

Thinking about Jane, enjoying
herself on the famed coral' beach
with Tino RossL Dirk knew he was
Jealous, His Imagination followed
them, conjuring up romantic scenes
with Jane laughing op Into Tlno'l
face, dancing with him.

When Snowshoes came np to
Dirk, with a hearty slap on the
shoulder, the young man felt ac-

tually 1IL But he dldnt want part
or parcel ot that girl now.

The detective had atayed on
board to keep an eye on Nora
Lane's, new quarters. Close to a
nervous breakdown. Miss Lane was
to remain in strict seclusion for
the rest of the cruise. ,

The tact that he eouldnt see the
actress made Dirk more 'forlorn
than ever. He had reached tor the
stars on this cruise and got worst
than nothing.

"Dont look so gloomy," Snow-shoe- s

said. "I wanted to go ashore,
too; I've never set foot on an

Come on and have coffee
with me."

They went down to the dining
saloon and stayed there tor almost
an hour. Occasionally Dirk let hit
eyes sweep the g coral
beach out there on the d

shore. The detective waa immersed
In his job. The parser came over
and sat down with them.

"Dutch Lens stayed on board,"
he announced. "He's in the bar,
drinking and talking to the bar-

tender. Better drop in some time
and talk to him. Something might
break while he's jittery."

"Yon dont know that yegg,
Snowshoes said tersely. "He'll
squeal like a trapped rat it he get
hurt but he wont talk. Td like to
find out what he knows about this.
It looks as If the Koklnor diamond
Is still on board. It'll be with us.
an right nntll we reach New York.
The murderer, too."

The purser looked down at the
table. "The old man the Captain

dldnt like the looks ot my re-

port He's wild! It's the first
time he's ever had a murder on hit
ihlp. He's radioed details to New
York and the company's lawyers
ind the police are on the job."

"So the old boys riledr Snow-ihoo- s

said.
"Hopping mad, He's on short

tow, burning np the cables. He's
had reports cm Hannle Jackson's
past record ot blackmail and

threats and he haa the
lope on Dutch Lens. Same count.

The purser looked at Dirk. Tm
ruder orders to keep a watch on
ron. He wants you turned over to
ie police the minute we dock in
Sew York."

"Dont bother about the watch,"
Dirk said. TU be there!

a a a
SNOWSHOES found Dutch LentJ drinking at the bar. He walked
ip casually and took his elbow.
"Good morning, Dutch!" he said.'
.The other man Jumped as it a
run had been stuck in his ribs. The
glass went clattering to the floor.

"Jitters this morning," Snow
uoes said amiably.

Slowly Dutch's features composed
themselves, "Any man would have
the jitters," he said. "I dldnt
deep a wink. When they lowered
As corpse to a boat it swung past
ay porthole. Manny was my paL

"Sure, he was your pal," Snow-hoe- s

said. "Why dldnt yon go
ishore with the bodyf Yon might
lave stayed on that lovely beach
ill day tor your health." .

Dutch was still shaken. "Give
ne another Scotch, Joe," he said.
1 dldnt go ashore because I dldnt
rant to meet nobody there. They
tot dark alleys in Nassan, ain't
they? There's goln' to be a night
With a murderer loose on this
mtlse, I aist goln' ashore to give
him a chance at me in the dark."

"You think the guilty party is
ashore7"

"He might be and he might be
right outside this bar. I'm not
goln' to budge. Say, you're a pri-
vate dick, ain't yout Want a Job
acting as my bodyguard? I'd trust
that sanctimonious pan of yours
anywhere."

"Sorry," Snowshoes said. "Mist
Lane has already retained me."

(To Be Continued)
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handed It to the detective. "I tor-to- t

to turn It In." he said.
Look here," the purser begin,

this young man has a lot to ex-

plain. He had a tight with Man-ni- e

Jackson and be had a key to
this suite."

Nora Lane said, "But that's ridic-
ulous. He was with me all

The room was silent Suddenly
Tino Rossi laughed and . Jane
turned to him.

"That's how much human testl-mon- y
4

la worth," Tino said. "Hiss
Lane, you say Dirk was with yon
all evening, but I saw him on the
promenade deck at 11 o'clock, just
about the time ot the murder. I
was with Miss Weston and we were

, on our way back to the bar. I saw
t , . hint standing against the ran and

a second later he lit a clgaret. I
, could see his face plainly. I'm not

saying this to make trouble, yon
understand. I'm Dirk's friend. Aa
a matter ot fact, anybody with a
hairpin could have entered the
stateroom. Ton dont expect a key
to soIts the murder. Tha purser
has a pass key In his office. There
are pass keya around all errer the
ship." -

The detect!, said, "The man
who came into this suite dldnt
need a key. The trunk was un-

locked aa easily as the door."
The doctor went away with Nora

Lane to give her a sleeping powder.
Dutch Lens, after submitting to a
search of his person, went to his
room which had been gone over
thoroughly. The jewel had not
been found. Ken and Linda went
back to the bar, leaving Dirk with
Jane and Tino RossL

Snowshoec looked at the purser
and said. "Aa a ship's officer. youH
have to question Dirk Strom. He's
a friend of mine, I've known him
a long time."

The purser looked at Dirk. "What
time did yon leave the ballroomt"
he asked.

"I dont remember exactly. It
was around 11 o'clock. My leg had
gone to sleep and I came oat to
walk up and down the deck. I must
hare been there 20 minutes. It
was the sun deck. I didn't come
on Deck A."

The parser faced Tino RossL
"Ton saw him on the sun deckf

Tino smiled. "Yes."

"And after that!" the purser
looked at Dirk again.

"I went back to the ballroom and
joined Nora Lane." Dirk said
Anally.

The purser seemed satisfied with
Dirk's account. Jane, who appeared

' to be disturbed, started for the door
.and Rossi followed her.

a a a

iv HEN the three men were alone
" Snowshoes turned to Dirk.

"You're on a spot," he announced.
Td advise yon not to g ashore
at Nassan In the morning. Let the
others go, but yon stay on board.
Maybe yon can help me."

The purser went through the
form ot searching Dirk tor the
Jewel. Then he sat down and they
discussed the crime from all it
ingles.

The purser said, 1 hope some-- :

thing breaks. The one thing that
Is poison to a ship is a murder.
PI! hay to report to the Captain.
Well hare the body ashore before
laybreak."

Snowshoes dldnt more. Tm
stumped." he said, "but Pre got my
awn theory about the murder. The
rullty party won't dare quit the
ihlp at either Nassau or Bermuda.
To desert sblp would be admission
at the crime and we'd trap him on
in Island. He couldn't very easily
iscape. So we're sure to hare a
torpse, a murderer and a stolen
vwel with as until we reach New
fork."

Dirk said, "What's to keep him
from disposing of the jewel
ishoret"

"Every person going ashore will
lave to submit to a search."

Snowshoes cracked his knuckles,
do said, "Getting that diamond
trough the customs and police net
tt the pier in New York will be a

s smuggling feat Some-lo-

I feel sure the jewel will turn
ip before the cruise ends." '

He went out with Dirk and they
rallied once around the deck.

"You're In a spot, son," the detec-
tive repeated, "but dont let It spoil
rour cruise."

Dirk said good night and went on
lone. - ,

a i -
III was Up In time to watch the
1A passengers go ashore In the
morning.

When he came on deck, gay
parties were already in the dories.
They dldnt seem to mind the
learch of their persons in the pur-
ler's office; they regarded It as a

' clnd of lark. The famed Koklnor
liamond did not appear, however.

Only one person objected strenu-
ously to the search and that was

' the old dowager, .Madame Doremus.
' ' She went ashore In the same boat
. with Jane and Tino Rossi, breath-In-

loud deprecations against the
ihlp'i erew. "Manbandlers!" she
raged.

Qlrk .watched Jane and tha Qpora
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'Prosecutors'
in Senate Trial

IS limners

8 if
Hobbs Perkins

When the Senate sits as a jury
to try Federal Judge Halstead
L. Rlttor, Flo., on charges of
benefiting from alleged exces-
sive receivership fees set by
liiinself, II a 1 1 o n Stunners,
chairman ot the House judi-
ciary committee, Rep. Sam
Hobbs (D Ala.), and Hep.
Randolph Perkins' (R N. J.)
will act as "prosecutors." Rit-ter- 's

Impeachment recently was
voted 181 to 146 by the House,
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