el A )

R s

- il

\*

gy

_crime through educational and other forces could be
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Friday, November 21, 1930
Paying More For Crime Than
For Child Welfare

STUDEN’I'B of sociology and criminology have for some

years been maintsining the position that we are
fighting crime from the wrong end. They say, and it is
true, that a large part of our efforts are directed to
enrbing crime through the incarceration of criminals in
uneanitary and overcrowded prisons rather than direct.
ing those efforts to the prevention of crime through edu
sation and welfare work.

A report issued some time ago by the Committee on
Youths Outside the Home and School says that we spent
in excess of $16,000,000,000 during 1929 in the appre-
hension of criminals, for the maintenance of criminal
ecourts and in the care of convicted criminals. During
the same period we expended $5.000,000,000 for child
welfare work.

The sixteen billion dollars spent for curbing ecrime
touched not more than 1,000,000 people, while the five
billion expended in the work of bullding a better citizen
ship touched 50,000,000 children and young people.

The best method of preventing crime is that which is
directed to combatiing the forces which create delin-
quency among juveniles, and of rooting out those forces
which develop the criminal instinet and start young
people out on lives of crime. None will deny that we
have reached the limit in taxation, Citizens of this coun-
try are laboring under a heavy burden, but it appears
reasonable that if the per capita expenze of preventing

made equal to the per capita cost of curbing erime and
the handling of eriminals that in the end taxes would he
appreciably reduced through the decrasse in the num-
ber of crimes and criminals,

In brief, if we spent more for the prevention of the
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Amotg outstanding Jdeleats of
candidates who had formal lubor
support were those of Seoator)
McMaster |a South Dakota, Sen-
ator Robslon in Kentucky and

former Senator Gerry of Rhode |
Island. All had been supported
on the strength of their senator-
lal records, but the defeat of
MeMaster and Robsion uppears
to have been attributable to the
Democratic lapdsiide and labor
leaders helleve thelr sucessors
are likely to prove as acceptable |
as the incumbents, None had
been among labor’s foremest
champions. On the other hand,
labor spokesmen point to the|
election of pearly a scorm sena-

breeding and development of criminals our expenditures
for disposing of criminals who are beyond the influence
of educational and social Influences would be more than
proportionately less,

Only yesterday President Hoover, addressing dele-
gutes to the White House conference on child health and
protection, hit at the very heart of the subject when he
said: *“If we could have bot one generation of properly
born, trained, educated and healthy children, a thousand
other problems of government would vanish.”

Tha elimination, to a large extent, of crime and the
tremendous cost of eombatting it would be among those
problems which a properly reared and educated gener-
ation would eliminate. Poverty, illness and physicially
deficient men and women are others which would be
nesr a complete solution.

We are often inelined to the opinion that not only
too many parents, but the community and the state, are
negligent in the safeguards which they provide for the |
children of the nation. Until a proper vsluation is l
placed upon the boys and girls of ocur land we
Are going to have to meet all those stubborn problems
with which we are now contending, and which are|
threatening the foundation stones of our race and nation.

The Red Cross And Your Dollar

BEFOBE sufficient time has elapsed to comprehend the

terrific loss sustained in the recent storm which
wreaked death and destruction in Bethany, Oklahoma, |
we learn that the Red Cross is in the figld ministering to |
the wants of bereaved, injured and homeless people. . ItI
Is ever thus. The Red Cross plays an important and |
beroic part in the disasters which occur in our nation,
and through the millions of people who contribute to
= maintenance, suceor is carried to thousands of un-
fartunate citizens

We are now in the midst of the annual membership
drive for the Red Cross in Klamath county. The dollar |
which goes to pay for that membership will ecarry aid
and a ray of sunshine to those who doubtless will be !
vietims of other disasters which will occur during the
year, just as part of the dollar contributed last year is
now being spent to aid the storm-siricken community in
Oklahoma.

Without your dollar and the dollars of your neigh-
bors the Red Cross will cease being the agency of mercy
that it is.
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