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The Mothers Return

HE Gold Star mothera are coming home again.

They are leaving the slim green graves across the
sen, where red poppies blow in the careless breeze, and
small white crosses keep lonely vigil.

They are watching the coast of France blur into a
blue-gray haze, as the low hills disuppear, and the fish-
ing boats with their colored sails, grown mellow from
many winds and raing, slip back into the harbor.

Some of the mothers stand on the deck until the cool
wet winds have blown the darkness everywhere and a
light or two is shining far, far back where a boat or two
goes home,

They have not said goodby to warriors, though they
have kept their tryst as soldiers’ mothers. They have
made their long farewelis to the little boys they used to
know., Tousle-headed, freckle-faced youngsters who
licked the frosting bowl, banged the door, and liked
bread and butter and jelly.

L
SONS do not grow up to their mothers. They are al-
ways little boys with a cut that needs bandaging or
a baseball that has ripped and must be mended, Because
of this it has made it all the harder for the Gold Star
mothers to leave the graves behind.

It has been hard for them to visualize long lines of
marching men, steel helmets glistening in the sun, swing-
ing down the brave white roads of France, chanting of
a maid in Armentieres, whistling to keep up their cour-
age. They are still a little afraid of those khaki clad
men who stood for the war that took their boys away.

Not many of the women who made their pilgrimages
to the cemeteries together knew one another before the
journey started. Yet there was a strange understand-
ing among them. Their memories were so much alike.
Their suffering had blown from the same hot fields of
battle. The starlight that filtered through the trees,
across the graves, brought the same benediction.

The sound of taps changed to lullaby strains, from

long, long ago, to all of them.
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SO they are coming back again, these mothers whom
our government so generously and graciously sent

to visit the graves of their soldier sons. They are coming

back realizing that their individual sorrows are only

part of the community of suffering which all must share.

They will not feel so lonely now, because they know the

mothers of the boys who sleep in the graves that are

scattered here and there,

The cemeteries will not be strange places in Flanders,
for they will know that other boys, just like their boys,
sleép quietly around as summer slips into autumn and
winter comes again.

They have learned, too, that bereavement is a world-
wide word. The sympathy and understanding of people
who speak a foreign tongue has needed no interpreter
to assist in its expression.

So, with a pressed poppy from a Flanders grave, and
another box of memories stored away with their treas-
ures, the Gold Star mothers are coming home.

A man can be a gentleman without being a Christian;
but he can't be a Christian without being a gentleman.

Just where there was a dim hope of cutting down
wheat acreage, this new fad had to reduce golf acreage

An old-timer is one who can remember when light-
ning was considered fast.

“The burglar is afraid,” says a gun ad. He knows
that at any time he may be mistaken for & returning
husband.
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TO0 BIG TO VOTE minutes of his time and bepsath

Des  Molnes MHReglster: The
diary of the late Publlsher Bar-
ton of the Wall Street Journal,
which la largely or wholly notes
on whut prominent men of wvari-
ous countries snd of numerous
woustions sald to him, contalns
this direct gquotation from Wil
Hayw, dated Feb, 18, 1920;

“Four milllon dollara wore

nt by republicans the |ast

Idential election. The demo-
ts wre now culling for $10,-
00,000 for this campalgn, When
the canvass bognn, a (st of
8,000 men who ought to glve

1,000 enach to the republican
campalgn was made up, and

hen If was compared with the
roglelry, it was found that 6,000
of them had never reglsternd to
vole.

The last clanse Is what has the
Shiek" In It

Al Just what stage of acquired
woaith and influence in it seemly
for & man to treat the ballot ay
something unworthy of a faw

his dignity? Especlally when
the man is admittedly ao greatly
a beneficlary of political policies
that he can he eapected to eon-
tribute generously to a campaign
fund !

Chiloquin Man Given
Fine and Sentence

George Sumus, Chiloguin, was
wentenced to spend 30 duys In
the county Jjail and ordersd to
puy 8 flue of §200 after he was
convicted yestorday by m Jury
In Justice of the Peace Jack Al-
mouler's court,

The specifle charge on which
he was convicted was driving &
motor vehicle without aun opers
ator's lleetisa, Sumas’  lcense
was revoked for o year in Moy,
1630, Ho is alko under arrest
on & charge of trunaportation of
Intoxiesting nanor,

moent and that it has bosn very
difficnit for him to find someane
to ahare Ria monopoly on halr
shirts,
Sir Ronalfl 1s Happy
Bir RHonald Lindsay, the Brit-
lsh ambassador, 18 the most ob-
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bers belng posftive of gotting | ness the story thls mornlug
all the monoy necessary to com- | About an heir 1o the Astor il
plete the undertaking. Hona,
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That there 18 pleaty of money Now that the elrens han gone,

appropriation st the pressnst tme"
|||H\Lil|] doclared. *lt ln bost for

|the state to bo thinking of such
an net for o omust become tacen
sary In tuture yedrs if Oroegon

asducation Is to progross.*
THE SENTIMENT of educators
that wdditional souscies of revolu

COLLEUTIVELY the fund

| countion,

wmoonnts (o a submtantial sam bat
whes apportioned awmong  the
It ban Jittle  vulue to
imo of the lessor popalated com-
munitles, It s elalmod,

IT HAS HEEN edtimated that

woused valuation. As an exaiple
It was shown that Crook county
hud an aspesned valuation  per
school chlld of more thag §11.000
while Multnomah county I lithle
mors than §6.000 per ohild, ¥

Multnomal county recelved $1348.-
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