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hospital. Hoth mother and son
are In flne condition.
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You Know!?

Do you know that the City Manager does not have as much power undar the
proposed city charter as the present charter gives to our Mayor? Do you know
that the Mayor can fire every city employe except the Police Judge and City
Treasurer and the present council would be powerless to act? Do you know that
under the present system the Mayor may appoint employees for five day pe-
riods that can be renewed for the entire term of his office and that the council
cannot remove them? Do you know that under the proposed city charter this
would be impossible due to the fact that three members of the Commission
could remove the Manager who had made the appointments? Do you know
that the City Manager has no legislative powers but that the Mayor has? Do
you want to continue the present form of city government where the Mayor has
the power of veto and the power of appointment without appeal and take the
chance that a Mayor might be elected who will not be for law enforcement?

There is nothing in the proposed charter that imples that the City Manager
can rule the city with an iron hand. The law making is all in the hands of the
five commissioners which you elect to represent you and the Manager is charged
with carrying out the policies established by this commission. Read your charter.

At the present time the Police Judge is spending approximately two hours
a day in his office in the City Hall. The present charter provides that he shall
spend eight hours a day there. Would you hire a man in your business to do two
hours work and pay him for eight? Seventeen years ago when the present city
charter was adopted certain duties were outlined for the Police Judge, which it
was estimated would require eight hours a day to accomplish. Is it reasonable
to expect that he can perform these duties in approximately one-fourth the time
now that Klamath Falls has grown to Oregon’s fourth city in size? The answer
is a capable assistaant—but who pays for the assistant?

The American people today are demanding more and more from their
governments and the citizens of Klamath Falls are no exception. We want and
are entitled to the very best. The coordinating of the work of all departments
will result in more efficient government. The tax dollar will go further and for
a given amount of work less tax money will be required. Or, for a given amount
of tax dollars more improvements will result and the city will be maintained on
a higher standard. We have every right to demand that our tax dollars be spent
in a businesslike manner and that we receive value for every expenditure.

Under the proposed charter all improvement bond collections will be made
by one department under the supervision of the Manager. The city will be
saved large amounts in interest by the prompt collection of these payments in or-
der that improvement bonds may be retired when due and interest stopped.
Sinking funds will have the attention of the Manager and will be invested in a
manner that will bring the greatest return to the city. Large amounts of money
will not be allowed to remain in the banks at a low rate of interest but will be
invested and bonds retired whenever the opportunity presents itself.

The General Obligation Bond limit under the present charter is fifteen per-
cent of the assessed valuation and under the proposed charter ten percent. Ru-
mors on the street have it that this was so changed at the demand of the public
utilities in order that the city could not purchase, operate or maintain its own
electric light plant, water system or gas plant even if the voters ever so desired.
Remember the old saying, ‘“Believe nothing you hear and only half what you
see”’? These rumors have been so groundless that one would almost be safe in
following this rule. However, rest assured that if the voters ever did wish to
operate any one or all three of the public utilities mentioned, the bonds voted
would not be general obligation bonds and would not come under this limit.
Bonds voted by the people for income purposes do not come under general obli-
gation bonds and for this reason this reduction in the limit will not affect any
proposed purchase of any public utility.

AN APPEAL TO THE WOMEN OF KLAMATH FALLS

No doubt you have read the arguments for and against the proposed city
charter. You have read the charges by those opposed that one man would rule
the city, that the city government would be turned over to special interests, that
a political ring would be set up which could not be overthrown.

You have, no doubt, noticed that these arguments against the proposed city
charter have come from a group headed by office-seekers, office-holders who
will lose their positions under the new charter, taxi-drivers, law violators, and
others.

If you have studied the proposed charter and compared it with the present
charter you will know that these charges are not true but are a reflection on
the ability of the citizens of Klamath Falls to think for themselves. Do you pro-
pose to let this group of “antis” think for you and so smoke up the issue that the
true facts are not revealed?

Tomorrow you will have the privilege to vote on this issue and we urge
you to go to the polls early. Good goverrment will prevail only and if you go
to the polls and exercise your franchise. Indifference alone will defeat the pro-
posed city charter and for this reason we urge every woman in Klamath Falls to
vote and to urge her friends to go to the polls with her. Will you accept the
challenge?

VOTERS CHARTER COMMITTEE.

George Cunning, Secretary.
(Pald Advertisement)




