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We Are Shot. NO! We Are Challenged

Bring forth the horse pistols and let's give battle, and let the bloody gore
fall where it may. )

Again we are taken back to the days of our youth, when the trumpets
blared, and the torchlights flared, and the professional politician and of-
fice seeker harrangued, all in the interest of the “Deer Peepul” whose
votes they sought.

But this is 1930, the industrial age, when the people are ousting the po-
litical gang and replacing them with modern business management, and
adopting City Manager Charters. So, we will have to respectfully de-
cline the challenge.

You see we are just ordinary citizens who have been forced to spend
most of our time at WORK in the stores, milly and factories. We are
Just voters and not trained politicians. Many of us have not even been
to college, but we do vote and pay taxes.

"Mass meetings are a thing of the past and the old time boss and political

ring are fast disappearing, along with the “Town meeting' form of gov-
ernment, and the political caucus and packed convention. Only a few
cities are still burdened with them, and they are making a desperate but
losing fight to retain their power and dictation.

We have the newspapers, magazines and unlimited sources of informa-
tion, so the public are better informed today than at any time in the his-
tory of the country. They are interested in an intelligent discussion of
matters of public policy, based on facts, but are perfectly able to form
their own conclusions without dictation.

We wondered why W. C. MacRea was so active in opposition to this char-
ter. Now we know, as he has told us himself that he wants to be mayor.
We presume that he has the support of the Anti-Charter League. This
would be following precedent. A League is formed for some camo-
flaged purpose, and immediately a slate is formed and the political spoils
are parceled out-among the faithful gang. Evidently Mr. MacRea didn't
stay long enough in Dayton to become very well informed about the
city. Dayton, Ohio, has a population of 152,559, before the last census.
It adopted the City Manager charter in 1914. It has had four managers,
and F. O, Eichelberger is the present manager at a salary of $9600. So
much for that,

We had expected that there might have beéen some honest points of dis-
agreement on the merits of the City Manager charter, which we could
discuss for the benefit of the readers, but the opposition seems to have
run out of material. Only five points have been raised and these objec-
tions were so silly and ridiculous that the writer undoubtedly felt
ashamed after putting them in print. Of course, a person who is so evi-
dently unfamiliar with even the contents of the present charter, which
has been the law of the city for 17 years, is hardly competent to discuss
the merits of any form of government.

The city manager plan spreads fastest in regions which know most about
it, and where the people have seen it work. This should be conclusive
evidence of its merit. For example, it was adopted in Dayton in 1913
and has spread rapidly over Ohio and now twenty-three cities of that
state have it. It got an early start in three small cities in Michigan in
1914 and now 43 places all over Michigan have adopted it. Likewise in
Texas (thirty-one cities), California (thirty-three cities), and in Vir-
ginia, where it now governs one-fifth of the population of the state in-
cluding every city over 25,000 population except Richmond.

Four hundred cities in the following states are operating under the City
Manager charter and like it:

Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Geor-
gia, Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Maexico,
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia and Wisconsin.

With this evidence of its popularity, isn't it worth while to give it ser-
ious consideration in Klamath Falls?

Voters Charter Committee

George A. Cunning, Sec.

(Pald Adv.)

“For once vote for the interest of the voter rather than that of the politician.”

Thursday, August 7, 1930




