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CHAPTER XL,
Natalle's Ups stiitly framod the
Inavitable gquestion: “'Do what,
Alant" 5
He answeorod with a sneer: “Yos,
1 suppose | may expect you to Lry
and bliull it owr."™

His Ingghing brown eyes ',.“.|ﬂ|'.tu:.' he yolled ar ber, unmind- | slang: Hernadine
agato, ‘ummg“ul of the lnconsistency bBe was | ness s Just what 'l get if this

pow like dark
coldly at hor,

“1I am uot bluffing, Alan,™ she
pald mimply; “sou will have to tell
Mt whal you mean'

Alan  langhed, shortly, cone
temptoously. “Uolug 0 ses It
through alobg that line, are you?
Innocence secused. Very wall,
thst, Jet's bring it out In the opan
aud e what comen of 1t | mean
why 00 you yhange the usme of
the slook In that Jetter?™

Natalle stared ai him uncom-
prohendingly. Had he Deen eaven
& little loss Inllamed with anger,
Le conld have judged her expros-
pion with enough aceuracy to
kuow she was not simulating it
As It was, he thought she had |
fiade up her mind to carry her
Blutl to the end and he Teacted by
becoming more infuriated.

“Why don't you deny i7" he
demanded flercely, hs hor gaze re-

| wasn't w0 clever, wawn it, forge

Hurter

RUTH DEVEY GROVES

know what that means, don't
yont™
Natalle eontinued ta  stare

strickonly at his ferccionsly con-

torted mouth and reddensd lf?ra.i

Her dititude drove him frantle,
"Why don’t you s4y some

shiowing.
Rl she did unet speak, though
'her hend moved o little in & piti-
ful, sidewise motidn, and the
sumbuess partially left ber blood-
lena Ll |
%0, he raved on, "because
you flendishly subsiituted a roften |
stoek for & good one In that letter,
I've lost a small fortune.’”™ A grim
angh burst from his dry lips 1

ting that 1 have & seénse of honor
éven ff you haven't? RBut the |
work was damned clever, Ull grant
yonu tharl™

t seemed mow 1o Natalle tl:al.|
ghie must speak, must stop him, |
even though she bad to answor |
blindly For ashe only partly
pnderstood the nature of the
charge he was bringing against
her.

“Deon't. don't, don't,” she cried |
imploringly. “Oh, Alan, you can't

mained upon his face, unchangs
Ing. tascinated,

Natalle meroely shook her head. |
Bhe was beglaning to be afraid of
him, |

“wWhat kind of woman are ¥you,
anyway?" be raved. “Jealous!
Joalous! Jealous! Heastly jeal-|
ous. And you bad to pick on A
woman who has pever dens ¥ou &
bit of harm. A woman who ia
sick, the sole support of m kid
whose futher died to make the
econntry safe for poople like you— |
#0 you can cheat and rob his
wldow.” |

His wild words beat on her ears !

Tike blows, and the bollow, Bitter, |
laughter that followed them was |
fike an echo of some lar-away
sound, His denunciation numbed
her with its shocking vielence. |

Could this be Alan torturing!
her so? She scarcely conid think. |
Alan's eyes were black—she had |
pever seen them black before. And l
that red light—oh, perkaps uu:y_
weére bloodshot. He must be LI
Something dreadful was the mat-
tor with him. )

Letter? Lettar? Letter? Why
was he talking about a letter? The
word, tormenting her brain, es
caped from her lips in a weak ut-
terance.

“That's right, Dernadine’s let-
tor,” Alan thrust at her. "l"n'ma
on, tell mo, why did you do ’“‘..

He advanesd toward ber, Bis
Yips twisting in his passion ol tem-
por, Natalle shrank back from
him. visibly frightened,

“You deserve iL" he laaﬂ:-d,
#[ ought to choke you, but I've
Kot to save my hands for cleaner
work. [I've got to work, do you
understand, and make up for your

hiel”
ml.]l{c“ bloodshot eyes bored threat-
eningly into her own feverish
ones, but his half-raised hands
dropped to his sidies.

Natalle's face, aside from her
barning eves, seemed dead It was
white and set. Her lips frozen
against any words that might have
come to them. But there was noth-

belleve that T would toach one of |
your Ietters? Surely you <an't be-
Heve that? Why, | dlda’t even see
a lettert™

“Neover mind the high-minded
stuf{," he snarled at her. “The
time for thatl Is past 1t only
makes what yYou've done more |
hideous Look at you. White
and gold, aud clean! Yon vught |
to be black, blac Black! Ad
black as hell. On, no, you wouldn't !

ltouch & letter thar didn't belong

10 you, Look at your hands!™

His volee was stingingly sneer-
Ing. *“They're lovely, aren’t thoy,
your hands? Who'd ever think|

they conld turn themsalves to tak- | |

ing bread and botter out of a|
baby's mouth? Oh, no, you w:null-.] !
not touch a letter. You wouldn't |
erase the name Bernadine wrote
and put in one that's a joke on
the market, would you? You did |
not know that *'d fall for it be-
cause she got a tip from a man
that even you know by bls Inftinls,
did you? Youn haven't heard m
mrnilon him by thems have you?

He broke off, breathless and
panting.

Natalle's face was regalning Its
color under the smart fo his
words. She understood now. But |
not elearly. Her mind jumped to
a falie conclgsion. Bernadine |
bad done this, shie belleved. How, |
she did mnot know—she would
noed time to think it out. But Ber-
nadine Lamont had done it. She
had used her genlow for evil to
turn Alan into a blind fool, a mad,
bilnd fool. He was Bernadine’s
unow, heart, mind and soul,

Natalle told herself this with
sickening despair. She saw that
1t was useless to try to coavince
him of her Innocence at the pres-
ent time. Perbaps—when his an-
ger had abated—the thought held
fittle of bope. A cold chlll was
creeplng inta the very core of her
heart. Knowing how hateful was
the thing Alan accased her of, sha
was beginning to feel that ha
could never have loved her to be

thousand thoughts were on parads |
in bher agonized mind,

*You haven't any defense. have {
you?" he taunted her. “Not a|
thing to say. Well, you'rs wise 1o
keop qulet. God, I couldn’t stand
to bhear you demy it! ['ve had
enough of your saloiliness that
covers the cheapest kind of soul.
But If you think you've a chance
to hide under silence, just listen.
I know what you did, all right.

“You cama into my office when
1 was out and got hold of Mrs
Lamont's letter, It gave yon your
chance. Yoo saw what you conld
do, but here's where you made
your blg mistaks, You thought
you would causs her to lose a
protty peany, but you're wrong.
It's me gyou've damned mnear
ralned.”

He swept his arms {n a circle to
ndicate the room. “All this” he
sald mavagely. “Background!
That's what you <call it. Bot w
me it's my earnings. Oh, yes |
could always make more—youq
knew that—it was never hard for
me to make money. But what's
bpcome of it? We've saved pro-
clous Ittle. And now, now I've
Kot to make good what you tried
to steal from BHerpadlne. You

| fine mess of that

leve, for one minuteé, that she
wonld be guilty of such a ¢rime.

Her sonl seemed dylng within
her, gs thongh his words Jay upon
It with crushing weight. She put
out & hand and groped for phy-
sical support. Oh, no, no, no, she
must hol show Alan her wounds
They were for her only o know
about.

Alan laughed at her tottering
progress 1o a chair. He did not
know that her sight had left her, |
that ahe was literally bilnded with
pain.

“Good acting.” he applanded, |
“Too bad to wasts it on me alone.
But you always were good at
everyithing. Everrthiog, that ls,
b matrimony. You've made a |

Natalls resched ber chalr, and |
slipped lmply into it. Ehe did |
not ses Alan go, but she heard |
him, dimly, as though the sound
came from a world not her own.

Darkoess descended upon her,
enguifed her. Her body drooped

over the arm of her chalr, She
was very still
- -
Alan went directly (o Berna-

dine's hotiss. She was 4t home.
Dr. Wagnall had positively for-
hidden her to go Lo the club. Shs
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| would llke to talk with them,

was both relleved and alarmed to
see Alan,

“You lpok Hke . , . well, never
mind.” she greetsd him.

I know. Like nobody's bisi
mexs  Alan  finished for  her,
‘And thls time that's not Jas

Nobody's busi-

heebs up, 1 oan't stand !

YN0," Nernsdi
Iv. 1l know youn
try 1o be funny, Alan This has
Eot Inte You too deep for that,
Hut come and sit down and lst me
make you comioriable. ™

She was, herself, barely able |
on hor feet, bui she mng
ort for Alan's sake. &
did not waut 1o guass that
financial blow she Bad just suffer
ed had cost her much 1o physival
sirength as well

“Hav¥e you any

sild soothing-
But don’t

flea who d1d

T Alan flung at hor when abie
ving room.
with Orientar
ul ::i\l-

seated him in her |
she lookod st b
Inscrutability,
‘have you?"
She secmed o know hi
s gutlt was
ould affet
wore Lo her son, Pob
miiting some ugly
deeply sorry for

it she
¥, com
She felt
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Well, 1 hav he declared
breathing heavily. *1 know whe Men who laugh at death and fots of the skies battled fern
dic ™ L ¥ fer Juow i plo and delled death d gl Finl
Bernadite utterad a litle ery wramount's thritling My N
“Oh, Alan, are you sure!™” she|the war aces, “Young R i wa
asked, pleadingly Charles Buddy ) Rogors {8 the r Maw p e
“It was Natalle,” he answered, |the sams Haddy whe provided | this
bis volce as hard as steel maal of the romance lis b Al
Jh, Bo. t # must be somms
mistake.” Bernadins cried, “Nata- |
e is too lovely a woman to do| ! N
nrthing like that. 1 know she ! ! Lnkas w
s | Puddy a
She saw at once that hee pe- | 1 o e
mark was unfortanate. “That's “Wings™ was ARNiN b
fust (6" Alan declared That's | of friendship ta
what makes it so anforgivable. It pllots In the Ametrican ! 1 Lu
hadn't alwave thought her some "Youug Eaziea immor- | become good T t the §
thing to be worahiped, | could r 6pirit of knight arrantry | ney In Farls. Baddy mests and

stand 1t better. Huat I'm glad 1/
found her ont at last. She'll never
fool me again."

Bernadine looked st his hard
sl face and trembled for Natalle
She wishad she could say some
thing. do something, to palllate
his wite's offense, but in her heart
she, too, was convinced of Nata-
lin's guilr,

Alan moved. as though he wern
about to rise,

"Alan." Bernadine eried, foar-
fully, “what are you golng to do?"

({To He Continued)

PETE BRUDATT
PUZZLES POLIGE

Where did Pete Brudatt get:

20 -cartons of clgarettes

7 old work shirts

& new ladies silk bloomers

1 palr of new “Hear Brand™ sox

1 new Enders No, 110 butcher
knife

1 ¢ld pairing knife

1 new 4-inch screw driver

1 palr of sclesors

1 new “Shaplelghs™ dlame
edga camp axe

2 boxes of 250-3000
“Putern” cartridges

1 new Glllette palety ragor?

You see, Pote was arrested by
Kelth Ambrose. chlet of police,
under g warehouss with the above
articles in a pack-sack. Finding
no charge upon which to held him
he was released, only to be ploked
up in Chiloguin the tollowing day
by a deputy sheriff

He basn't worked for a year, he
told the officers. He had $15
when he was arrested.

And yet, where did he get the
articles nod what use has Le for
them?

It anyone ecan answer that
puzzler either Sherift Lioxd Low
or Chief of Police Kelth Ambrose
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and Lowwell Shermian sharing the
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Froddle Burks Frederlek In the
center,

As b atage play “Evidence’
recognlzed as a power!
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Green Pine Slub being de-
livered from the night
shift only,

Double load, £4.00
Dry Fir Slab that dandy
heater or furnace wood
Double load, £7.00
Block Wood Coal
Fuel Ofls  Hog Fuel
0il Burners
Hag Fuel Burners
Quick delivery on
Everything.

PEYTON & CO.

“Wood to Burn"
126 So. Tth

Phone 635

Freckles and His

( —

W [
FRECKLES

AND TUE TUREE
PLOTS ane

IN DESPERATE

SEARCH oF Foop
FEDERQAL

OFFiceRs

HAE ADQNED

IN
SHADYSIDE
AGAIN 4vivas

Friends

(AS A DEPRESENATIE OF THE
GONEQMNENT ALLOW NE TO
PRRSENT YU WITH THIS cutck
OO ONE TUOJSAND Do pADs,
MADE PAYAGLE TO Yowm Gomi~

OR B(S SAFE
RETUON REANS

i
l

‘ Won’t Freckles Be éurp;;d

i 4 K| STORAGE

bas added Lo th Y|

Transporta

bgst and W

Naftoly

LIS

warms up...

Drink our

BOTTLED
Carbonated

BEVERAGES

KLAMATH ICE &

Phone Y99

Terminal S
Depot

SEWARD

“House of Uheer

I Kate Price puortray the ) S AN
folea they 1 in the warllir ve l ('!‘.l.l"‘\“\li
bens, Mack swaln b8 the new a LR

Bacellent wils =l
aro. mald toomnit thole parts Lo e " 'll. r"l u ’.1 l""":""
fection mora lane, & new ol prices Wituw Hhop Mot
i N { s hauts Lunch 2o and 364
Iy i) Lavor il Cormelliys
» plov lide Lhie rotmeioe LY J_" ard ‘ anid 'I . _”' Wi
o and Tom Kenpedy, a || 08 oo —ireakfast Sie any
N i . Up=luncheons Jig and o
dup, are &
Dinners soe, a0, anid 1
, SLFUBE  eoMitdy ke W D MeNAIR, Manager
shown by Ws s L W, . CULBERTSON. Frop
a vinmber of Ulann TYio

R

|
{a | NORTHLAND

e Company |
1o all puints Narth !

nyenilchee

NOHTHLAND

615 Main Street

prosuction g from Cortiathiane Won
Alwiible v Prector WL | goan have long hale It g & gl
Urslt took advantage of the Jocale | 1o be Dhsispiites  Lilg Lok
W organies oue of the largest | woman patronake, bo ds dolng w
Gathing oty parddes held thore | good b i Lipcaund  inalos
lasl pummer Uhe paride, callod | ook 1o L Bllshment v vn
s VHummer  Girl LT R L mpe Pl WO ietlon Wil wodai
aiiig the Wighost Hghts of the [y otlior sbhops
pleturs, amd the winner, & high -
schoad ki) named Blsin Al tialy oo  Connolly  lrofhors
wine altorward givod a sixc-monthe | stors afinr July Iab, ot 627 Maly
telal contract Wb Undvorsdl stie | strdot B2
i - =

"The Uoliens snd Keollyvs in
Atlantle CIEy" In & wlory of iwo "
tusinens parigers who can't get HOTEL

stroata,

tion

(4Lt § !

il

tade

Insure Your
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Burn or Die.”

JOHNSON--DONAHU
HOUSTON

406 Main St.
Insurance—All Kinds

Whiskers

“See Us Before You Buy.

Phone 2161
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Cake Eater
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