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When Drudgery Ruled

Tl-IE growing use of machinery in the modern world

has drawn a good many protests from men who fear
that we shall get mechanized out of all likeness to normal
humanity; yet it is worth noticing, perhaps, that none of
these protests come from the men whose lives are actu-
ally made over by the machine.

Very likely it is true that the machine has many sins
to snswer for; but the critics ought never to lose sight of
the one great fact in its favor—the way in which it has
taken plain, age-old drudgery, of the sort that turned
men into beasts of burden and made them old at forty,
and pitched it forever into the discard.

That, of course, is not to say that nobody works
harder than is good for him any more. But there has
been a tremendous change; and perhaps the best way to
understand it is to take a good look at an indusirial
undertaking of the old type, as it existed before this
much-hated machine had come on the scene.

In the province of Szechuan, in China, there is the
world's oldest oil field—a field that has been in opera-
tion for more than 2000 years..

This oil field, as deseribed in the current Industrial
Bulletin published by Arthur D. Little, Inc., is operated
today precigely as it was 20 centuries ago.

Its most important product is not oil but brine, from
which salt is made. Fully a million men are employed
in this vast field, at wages ranging from 15 to 25 cents a
day. All of this work is done by hand. All of the
machinery is made of bamboo, from pipe lines, casings
and bits to the drilling cable. A big bamboe plantation
is maintained to supply the material.

The wells vary in depth from a few feet to more than
half a mile. All of them are drilled by hand, and it takes
decades to complete the drilling of the deepest ones.

Think all of that over and you get a rather unpleasant
picture—a picture of thousands upon thousands of men
slaving away at back-breaking toil for a hopelessly in-
adequate pittance—slaving today precisely as their re-
mote ancestors slaved 2000 years ago.

What chance has a laborer for a decent life under
conditions like those? How can he ever be anything but
a drudge?

Then picture the ohange that would come if modern
machinery were installed, Steel drills, gasoline and
steam engines, modern pumps—the drudgery would
vanish. A Chinese coolie from this cil field would think
that the lowliest worker in an Oklahoma oil field was on
a perpetual vacation.

o Mitvine And A Mide

HE subscriber of a New York newspaper recently sub-

mitted to public gaze the following extract from an

affidavit made by a U. 8. marine, who was applying for
a bond to cover a lost veteran's service certificate.

“] was in the U. 8. marine corps in June, 1929, a
member of patrol department, Jenotega, Nicaragua.
While wading across the river Coyolar one of the pack
mules lost his footing and was in danger of being
drowned. I dove in after the mule. My service cer-
tificate and money were in my shirt pocket; these were
lost, but the mule was saved.”

If you have ever doubted that the marines are quite
ag hard, rough and ready a lot as they are reputed to
bie, just read that over and let your mind dwell on it for
a minute. When you have reconstructed the whole pie-
ture we think you'll agree that this marine, at least,
was fully up to the highest traditions of his corps.

Our guess is that Lindy would rather fly in his plane
upside down across the country than make a nomination
for the supreme court.
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Hps, Jr., should wot have driven ST T .
Home bis ples against probibi- ENCOURAGE FAMILES
tlon by this guestion: “Do you HERLIN —While Italy and
lave any Idex that the supreme | France sre  encouraging  large
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GREAT MILL and
FACTORY SALES

Now Ualng (a

Oregon Woolen Store

Cor, Wth and Main S,

Across From Woolworth's Store

Where l)lll\ll‘\- Meets With Prices Wa H[lﬂl‘inll}.- In Baby Heef

S00 Lbs,
Biacon Squares

Lb. 17¢

Fancy Milk Veal

Lb. 25¢

5 lbs, Pure Lard

50¢

:lt't'ill!l[lil!li}‘ll with
meat order of £1.00

Sugar Cured Hams

half or whole

Lb. 28c¢

Lb. 23¢

Bacon Back

Lb. 27¢

Frankfurters

Lb. 19¢

Boneless I
Pienie Hams i

Lb. 26¢

Eastern
Sugar Cured Bacon

Lb. 28¢ |

By the piece

I._ Compare These Prices With Others, Considering Quality Meats

Lenthers
Kidskin
'atent
Snakeskin
Lizzard

Gunmetal

Colors
Eggahell
White
Golden Brown
Marine Blue
Bluck

Shoe Store

. h"}},s T

Stnart Vacationists
$5 to $1()

We have Opera

Pumps, Sandals,

Strups, Oxfords,
RBuckles , , . In fact
all the newest shoe
ideas. Appropriate

heel heights for

all oceasions.

Sizes 2145 to 10

Buster Brown




