CHAPTER XVII

“Orin-—blast you!™ Lisutenant
$trawn growled at his young as-
slstant on the Hogarth case, but
the sxultant triumph in Bonnle
Dundea's blue eyes wis not 0
ennily dampened.

“Mra. Rhodes, did you ever
hoar Cap'n say thoss words be-
tore—'Bad peany'?" Bonnle ask-

arly.

.‘"m Yom could bave kunocked
me down with ons of Cap'n's lit-
tlost feathers,” the landiady an-
pwored. “'That bird does beat ail!
1 never saw a parrot plek up now
words like he does-—but he never
wonld repeat anything but what
ba heard poor old Mrs. Hogarth
say."

“You're sure those words have
nover beon a part of his vooabu.
lary before?" Dundee persisted,
strangoly exclied,

“0Of course I'm sure!™ Mms,
Rbodes snappod, *“I've sel with
Mrs, Hogarth every evening of
tho five years she's beem bere,
aod she'd have hragged to me
shout Cap'm pleking up those
words it he'd ever sald thom be
tore, Of conrse I wasu't the last
one to see ber alive this evening,
Norma pald her visit after 1 Jeft,
you know, and It may be that Mrs.
Hogarth made some remark with
'‘Nad Pepny’ 1o it while she was
talking to Norma.”

“Well, I'll soon find out”
Etrawn sald abruplty, starting for
tha door. “By the way, Mms
Rhodes, whon I first came this
evening, Yom said you weren't
eors as to whether Dalsy Shep-
berd waa it her room or not.”

*“Well, that Detective Payne
and 1 found she was, when we
wont up to tell her that Mrs. Ho-
garih was dead, PBat she wasn't
tn it at five minutes after 12, or
{f she was, she was s sound
aslesp she dide’t hear me knock-
ing and calling to her.™

"“What'a thia?" Strawa demand-
od sharply. “Why haves't ryou
mentioned this before?™

“fteckon youn haven't give ma
much chance, Mrs, Rbodes re-
mindsd him grimly., “About two
minutes after 12, after I'd gone
to bed, the telephons rang. It
was & long distance for Daisy, and
1 wont up to ber Toom on the
third floor by the back stalrs,
to eall her. Ehe dldn"t answer
and 1 went down and told long
distancs she was ount. 1 dom™t
now where she was and 1 didn"t
ses her come !n, because I went
back %o bed.™

- - -

‘When he bhad dismissed Mrs.
Rhodes, Strawn called in Detec-
tive Payne, board his report that
#0 tar no hiddem sum of money
bad been found in any of the
Tooms, and fastructed him to
bring in Daley Shepherd for ques.
tioning.

“Back in a minute, Dundee”
Strawn calied. as bs himsell was
abont to leave the room, I'm

i

lorp out—the entry for May 185.
May—=Msy—Hs frowned mightily
o an elfort to remember. Ob,
yes! Cora Barker had sald—
He lurned swiftly to his notss,
found Cors Barker's story, locstad
the ssutence be was trying to re-
member: “Bo 1 was Mrs. Ho-
garth's helress until—sometims
In May, T belleve {t was, when
the became yery fond of Walter

. . ‘ -
Service, Inc,,
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Blyles, a new boarder.™

He was glad now that he had
taken sueh full notes, aven te the
axtent of Indlcating hesitation be-
twesn words by dashes, Cora
Barker had Dbeen disinherited
“womas Ume in May”, Could the
dute have boen May 197 Dundes
very carefully examined the furzy
edge of the remalader of the torn-
out sheet. There was no doubl
that the tear wan a recent one
Had the shest bean removed that
very night? And had the entry
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been such that it incriminated the
one whom It concerned?

Bovier and Cora Barker! After
all, why look further for the old
woman's murderer, when she her-
solf had belleved thomse two to be
in & conspiracy to rob her? But
Cora Barker had not returned to
the house until 10 aminutes after
12, Or s0 she sald, And It was
scarcely lkely that she would
have numed the theater manager
aa & corroborator of her alib) it
she had not been sure that he
would uphold her story,

But Sevier and Cora Barker
bad talked together at the thea-
ter that evening, Had the final
dotalls of the plot been agreed
upon then? Buat if so, bow bad
Cora Barker helped Emil Sevier,
without being on the scene of the
erime while it was belng commit-
ted?

“Bad penay," the
croaked sleeplly,

Dundee was startled for s mo-
ment, then he grinped. *“Thanks |
for reminding me, Cap'm,” he]
called softly.

“Have you gone so cragy over
this case that you're talking o)
yourself?" Strawn asked, return-
ing at that moment, “"Well, bn_\r,l
you're right—not that I think It '
amounts 1o & hill of beans, The|
Paige girl says she is positive the |
words ‘Bad penny' dldn’t come up |
in her conversstion with the old|
Iady, and that the parrot had
never spokan them beflare, or
Mrs. Hogarth wounld bave told
ber. But you've gone nats from
the heat !f you think that bird—
Come inl"™

parTot

Dalsy Shepherd, escorted by
Detective Payne, who immediate.
Iy withdrew, stlffled a very genu-
lne-looking yawn as she took the
chair beside Mr: Hogarth's desk.
Her big, hoalthy body was elad In
nightgown and kimono,

“Excuso me,” she smiled at the
chief of detectives, “I went to

nieep waiting for you to call for|
v

me.

“Sorry to disturb you,"” Strawn
apologized brusquely. “Where
were you at 12 o'clock this even.
ing, Miss Shepherd? To suve
time. I may as well tell you that
there was a long distance call for
you at two minutes after 12, and
that Mrs. Rhiodes was not abie to
find you to answer it~

“A long distance call?™ Dalsy
Shepherd was startled wide awske,
“Whers was it from? Did Mrs
Rbodes say?"

“No. Were you expecting such
& eall™

“T was mot! 1 baven't the least
ides who could be calllng me
long distanoce.”

“Whers were you at 13 o'clock
and a few minutes afterward?”
Strawn s

“Well,” the blg young woman
laughed rusfully, “1 guces this'i]
teach me a lessun, If you've got
to know, Lleutenant Strawn, I
wus down in the kitehen relding
the fce box. My appetits s some-
thing fierce, and 1'd been lying in
bed sines half past 10 reading a
book that was simply full of de-
scriptions of awell dinpers In
Parfs, [I've been bosrding here
long enough to make mymolf pret-
ty much at home, and I knew
Mrs. Rhodes wounldn't begrudge
me a midoight supper, so0 I
sueaked down the back stairs to
the kitchen—"

“Pardon me,* Miss Shepherd,”
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Strawn nterrupted. 1l strode to
the door, closed it behind him,
was gone about five minutea, and
returned looking well ploased
with himsalf.,

“A rvight, Miss Shepherd. Pease
g on. What 4i4 you filud to
eaL?™

“You've besn down checking
the fce box. 1 guess,” Dainy
laughed, without rancor. *“Well,
1 helpod myself to & fow raapbor
rie out of a big bowl om the top
shelf, took & slice of bolled ham
from an olled paper package of
it on the bottom shelf, aud made
& sandwich by splittiog a roll 1|
got out of the bread box. Ob, yes,
I took & banana, tos. Thers was
4 domn in the top of the box
agninst the foe "™

“And after you'd enjoyed your
stolen fruits?™ Strawn suggested,

“Oh, 1 only ate the raspberrics
down there. T brought the sand-
wich and the bansna to my room.
The banana skin i3 in my waste-
basket mow. 1 camo up the back
stairs, stralght to my room, and
I didn't see or hear anything eith-
er trip—up or down," she added |

L] - .

“I #ee . . . Miss Shepherd. you
wale Al one Ume vamed In Mrs.
Hogarth's will were you not?™

“Sure! 1 guess 1 held the Jod
longer than anyone sz before or
since,” Dalsy chuckled. 1 was her
helress for six months—until the
day after Christmas this year,
Cora Barker got the fob, but 1 was
glad to loms it

Strawn frowned. “Suppose yon
explain, Miss Shepherd. Did vou
quarrel with Mrs. Hogarth '™

“I you knew me better, you'd
kunow I never quarrel. I'm ome of |
thoss good-natured fat peope you |
read about, and seldom meet up |
with.," Dalsy grinned. | mean Just |
what 1 safd: It was & bard Job
belog Mrs. Hogarth's
She wanted you to devole moat of
your time to her, and she expoct-
od all sorts of presents. 1 p
Ucally clothed her while I wa
the job. I work at MarcusCrano's |
in the ladies-to-wear, you know. |
Been there for nearly two yearo [
I lked the old lady a lot. and we
kept on being good friends even |

favorile. !

|ll'rrr 1 told her she out to plck |

someons else Lo leave her money
0.

“You wold her that?" Strawn!
was frankly amaged. “Then 1

gather that yow don't care fo1
money—""
“Sure, I like money as well us

the next one,' Dalsy retorted
“But I make pleaty for myself,
without having to lick anybody’s |
boots. 1 also had a pretty strong |
hanch that Mrs. Hozarth didn't |
have auy money to loave to any-
body-—not that I liked her any the
Iess for having her fun with use

She looked Interesiedly about
the disordered room, with Its gut-
ted grunk, closet and desk, H

“You know, Lisutenant Strawn, |
I'd be wiliing to bet whosver |
pulled this job got stung.™

(To Be Continuned)

Sick Sailor Gets
Radio Treatment

PORTLAND, Ore., Nov. 13 (A
P)—Medical advice for the treat-
ment of a saflor on the steam-
ship Makikl, 700 miles out from
Seattls, bound for Honolulm, wus!
farnished early today by J. T.
Ross, police surgeon, over the
radio. The Merchants Exchunge
received a radlo appeal ffom the
master of the v:sal and the po-
lice surgeon was summonsd 1o
the broadcasting station.
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The Great Air Lines of the West

use

Exclusively

WESTERN AIR EXPRESS
MADPDUX AIR LINES

T.A.T. (Western Bivision
STANDPARD AIR LINES
MID-CONTINENT AIR EXPRESS

Every major commerecial alr line in
the Wentern United States, eatoring
le passenger (ransporiation busi-
uean, I8 incladed in this group—ALL
nse Richlield excinsicelg!

THESE great air lines depend on Richfield Casoline to carry them safely
through ever-changing flying conditions —through rain and smow, in
blistering desert heat—jumping from sea level to hurdle mountain peaks at
altitudes of more than 12,000 feet. Without exception, they have found
the famous "Gasoline of Power” more than smatisfactory in meeting the
grueling demands of day-in and dayout flying service.

Western Air Express service, with its record of 99.6% performance, ex
tends throughour the West and as far east as Kansas City while Maddux
—another name prominently idenrified with aviation progress— operates
on regular schedule throughout the Southwest with terminals at Los An-
geles, San Francisco and Agua Caliente.

Transcontinental Alr Transport—a national factor in the feld of alr trans
portation —is famous for the character of its equipment.and persoanel, s
service fucilities and its record performance. Standard Air Lines and Mid-
Continent Air Express, operating throughout Western territory, are also
doing their part in building the prestige of Western Aviation.

The same painstaking care used in prosucing a fuel o meet the exacting
requirements of air service—where power, speed and dependability are sb-
solutely vital—is employed in manufacturing the Richfield Gasoline offered
you at every Richfield station. Richficld is noticasbly better—a more st
factory and efficient gasoline under all motoring conditions. Try &t in your
owun car today
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