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Agile Fr

By A. A. PRECIADO

“ ULL fighting I just as dangerous as prize
S.‘I\l.l.n_f but more interesting and more hon-
e hers can bo no crooked work in the
bull ring because you can't talk to the bull.
You can't tell him to lie down and you will
divﬁ!.t the purse with him. You either get him or he gets

you.

You have this on the authoity of America’s only repre-
sentative in the arenas of blood and sand<Sidney Franklin,
boy, who never even saw a cow until he was 19
Island agricultural show, Now, at
age of 24, he is accorded the vame measure of respect
Mesican aad Spanish bull fiuht fans &' Babe Ruth i
accorded by the American baseball public.

For Fraoklin s not a bush league performer, to borrow
& baschall expression, but one of the best in the bull fighting

i most conservative rating places him among
the first five performens in Mexico wnd there is nothing in
“record books’ that keeps him from being rated with
Rodolfo Gaons, Mexico's most famed matador.

The story of how this New York boy, born and raised

typical American surroundings, became a champion
ma is unuiual only because the ancient pastime of the
Latin countries has had an appeal of almost exactly zero
for American youths, Otherwise, Franklin has done as most
other American boys have, He saw a field that sttracted
i illed in that field as he could,

i ery from the Brooklyn neighborhood whe
Franklin was born, and where his parents still live, 1o su
as Seville and Toledo where toreadors are bormn a
But when he steps into the greatest bull fight srec
in the world at Madrid, in, late this summer to match
wits and agility with an infuniated bull, his mother, father,
four sisters and three brothers in Brooklyn
will be as much concerned in the oulcome as
the familis of the Spanuh matadors who
come up from the provinces,

Fu‘xlin'l boyhood diys were spent in the
wiual American fashion. At school he was
known as axod athlete, especially in swim-
ming and track, He took up ant in high school
and liked it so well that he continued it when
be entered Columbia University. Upon his
graduation he went to work as a commercial
artist for & New York advertising hrm.

1f that firm had stayed in business Sidney
Franklin probably would sot be & bull fighter
today. But it didn't and Franklin was with-
out a job for months. Then a friend in Mex-
ico City offered him an rtunity to bring
his art talents there and Sidney put the matter
up to his parents. advised him to go.

Helen, Sidney's oldest mister. says that il
her parents known what their coment
was going to lead to, they never would have

iven it. But fate has a habit of taking a hand
m the movements of human beings and so in
a short while Sidney was not only engaged in
art work in Mexico City but had seen his first
bull fight.

The famed Rodolfo Gaona had been the
matador and Franklin was thrilled by the

tacle. He described it in detail 1o his
sister Helen and this is her venion of it:
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¢ E Mexico City arena is a big amphi-
theater with bieta of backless stone
seats which terrace up to the balcony

and boxes,

*The sounding of a bugle is & signal that
the day's festivities are to Two horse-
men prance forward through rm and go
to salute the presidential box. Alfter this briel
rite they circle the ring in opposite directions
and return to the gate. Bl |

“Thers is another bugle call and this time L

in, showing his akill
'or Spain’s king and queen. . . .
his shetch drawn from an action
photograph.

could dimuade him. He hunted up
the sources of informanon and
learned that there were estancias out-
sde Mexico City where he could
learn the business, He gave up his commercial art work
and hunted up one where Rodollo Gaona, the greatest
matador that ever drew a sword on a bull in Mexico, was
an instructor,

Learning to be a bull fighter is something like learning
to be a jockey. You are taught on farms where bulls are
especially bred for the sport. There you are supposed 1o
become acquainted with the traits, habits and character-
wstics of the various animals.

In due course of time Sidney Franklin appeared in some
of the smaller arenas in Mexico. These correspond to our
bush league towns in the United States when you are talk-
ing: baseball, Franklin got better and better from each ex-
perience and exicans grew to like him.

Ou Sept. 20, 1923, he made his firt appear-

ance in the bull ring in Mexico City, [t was at {
the Chapuliepec ring, which corresponds to the

Yankee Stadium in ?’Jew York City. It was his il
big league debut and he startled the crowd with [2 ‘

his skill and agility,
Shortly after this fint major appearance the

news reached the Franklin home at No. 19 Jack.
won Place, Brooklyn, that Sidrey had become a
bull fighter, It was shocking news to the folks. A
family council was held and plam weére discussed
to get the boy back to America where he could
engage in something less strenuous. They wrote
letters but Sidney never answered. Still more let-
ters.  Silence, F{nally they decided to accept the
situation philosophically, 1 wppose he likes the
profemsion no matter r\cw dangerous i@t " the
father said, ““It would be useless for us to try to
get bim 1o break away from i."
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Never Saw a Cow Titt He Was 19,
Bu! H. Learned the T oreador Trade

/__’:u

Brooklyn Born Sidne'y Franklin

In Mexico and Is Now in Spain
Gelting Ready to Make His Debut
In the Big Ring at Madrid,

Wortd's Center for This Most
Dangerous Sporl Krown

% Sidney Fronklin, . . .
Tantolizing an  erwoged

bull in Mexico City.
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Frar ¥ etk
“He garbed him-
self in gold for the edifica-

tion of his family."
and the matador are -
the same thing. lhnww
no toreador.

People in this country have the idea that bull fghters use the red
cape because red enrages the bull more quickly,” he says. “This is not
the case. A bull will charge at any object that is moving whether it
red wwwhile. Tl-{m'n why we uudml hlh;mua’ mwil’lm!, w;;
ing. e know tumuukllwl:jl
the cape and not the man. The co?wkmdbmd-nﬂ':w&

in the stands.
4« N SPAIN the matadors use capes of lavender

Helen, Rowlind ond Chear-
lotte Franklin. . . . Ther
brother tells them of bulls.

the enti ., consisting of toreadors,

Bendmilicros ol plesdorss—seach attred fn beight-colored,
tight-htting unifs their appearance. in there
is a brief ceremony before the presidential box and then

everything is cleared for action.
“The company scatiers to places along the barrier which
mulholudmﬁuhﬁhlhnmumh
*“Another bugle call and a bull comes into the arena look-
ing for trouble. Tlnﬁntmmm to_come in contact with
im are the toreadors and the banderilleros, Using the red
mantle, they toy with him, When the bull charges, they

“This routine is kept up for several minutes. Then the
banderilleros enrage the bull bznuiq festooned darts into
his shoulders. Ancther matador then steps in and after
becoming acquainted with the bull and his moods, proceeds
to hypnotize him by waving the red mantel in his face.

"mdimu of the afternoon's performance is the killing
of the bull. That's the matador's job."

That first performance in Mexico City settled Sidne
Franklin's future. The drama of a beast and a man eng
in deadly combat intrigued him.

When Frantlin told his desire to_become a bull fighter
to one of his Mexican friends he was laughed at, but nothi
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*. « « You cannot tell the &uﬂ to lie down and let

yo'u divide the purse with him." . ‘ere is another
photograph of Toreador Franklin in the bull ring.

OM that time on young Franklin made frequent ap-
pearances in bull rings not only in Mexico City but
throughout Mexico,

Soon he was known throughout the country as the only
American bull fighter in existence. (There was one other
American o few years ago, but he tetived when he was in-
jured.) Franklin has engaged i 200 bull fights and has
come out with not a single scratch though he Em had par-

Tow escapes,

In one of his early visits home after his debut ln Mexico
Cil? he spoke of the thrill of the game.

“There are accidents, of course,” he said, “"but they hap-
pen everywhere, even in baseball and football. The excite-
ment and thrll of the thing make up for the danger, in my
opinion.
- Lating are more enthusiastic about bull fighting
than Americans are about baseball. They will sit in the
hot sun for hours lo watch one. They admire bravery above

(Copyright, 1030, NEA Magasine—Printed 1n U, & A)
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Franklin does not talk much about achievements in
the bull ring. His family confidante & his sister, Helen.
During moments he has told h.:!d.r:h of his
experiences
her brother's version of how it feels
to come face to face with an en-
raged bull.
“A bugle the final act of
a bull fig sayr. “And the
suﬁmhl&nlzﬂvhth
moment in which animal is to
be killed. The cape, which has been
hanging from the matador’s slender
sword, and which bas been used to
tantalize the bull, is now removed
and dropped to the sand.
*The matador takes his stand be-
iy fore the pawing, bellowing beast
- e mdngmﬁxdlyim.aqm Some
Mexico's Bambino of Bulls, Ro- ST Ty I,
dolfo Gaona, . . . He saw his own | sword slowly, deliberately. Some
r'cr‘r!ugebr'n“lloye unveiled hclﬁc Huf:;‘. think that the bull fa killed by
wy buld nng, . . . Gaona, ng Vg
lau:hl Americano  Franklin  the  bull h“m:mbueondnhud. Thas
fighter's trade. “The sword is painted not at the animal's
uuw% it. There is a vital
all clse. Both matador and bull ment be PO o Kot Bhcmoly Byl
y mal r must pot must merce. [t m a tmy
of the right stuff or they are hissed off by the bones of the shoulder. Within that aperture the blade
the arena. If a bull cowen when he is struck with a three- must go, to the hil. Anywhere elve and the
handled knife he is taken cut and another is substituted. And bull fighter find himself in trouble. The bull will sot
when a wan does not rise immediately after he has been die but in a plunging rage attack the man. .
he is hined out of the fight. But when he “The blade thrust must be sure, The mark must be found
thows courage they go wild about him. in a split second, otherwise the matador’s life is as good me
In Mexico it is generally jtted that the Spaniards doomed. If the blade is sure, it sinks to the hil. Proof that
are the best bull fighters. for ofdut_countrybfn it has reached the vital spot is seen when the bull sinks to
their training in bo This intensive policy is not fol- the ground with glazed eyes and that's the end of the
lowed in ico. The country boasts of having_five men battle.”
in the profession who are equal in skill to the best Spaniards, Franklin has fought bulls before the king and queen of
One of these is Gaona and another is Franklin, m-nd members of the nobility. He has fought in
“His reputation must be deserved,” his sister says, “'be- before high state officials and in various parts of
cawse he bas contracts to appear in the largest bull South America, including Panama, Vi &uﬂn
rings in Spain. It's like obtaining an engagement at the and Peru. A year ago be made a tour of these coun-
Metropolitan Opera House,™ tries and was mtg:.ur::d uxi:ywben. a
Franklin is tall and slender. He weighs about 180 He is now in Spain season to emulate
light curly hair. “Whea achievements of such great swords as imlm. Belmonte,

unds and bas light blue eyes an
fe retumed from Mexico City for a visit last winter,” his
sister says, “he did ot give us the imprestion that he was
?lﬁh?h.infdf fo e.:m i !omfiph:o:n y :n interest. American in
gar T ation of the fami A cos- . jcan touristy are a common
b of gl and bl By srord, b lonked enely AUerBs St o e gy sl bk Ameican bl G
Franklin has explained to his family that the toreador well, be's a curionty.
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| he Only A merican Rull Fighter
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