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s a The Only American Bull Fighter
Brooklyn Born Sidney Franklin

Never Saw a Cow Till He Was IQ,
But Me Learned the Toreador Trade

In Mexico and Is Now in Spain
Getting Ready to Make His Debut

In the Big Ring at Madrid.

for Stain I tint and aueen.
Thit iketch drawn from on action

photograph.
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could dissuade him. He hunted up
the source of information and
learned that there were utanciai out-

side Mexico City where he could
learn the business. He gave up' hit commercial art work
and hunted up one where Rodolfo Caona, the greatest
matador that ever drew a sword on a bull in Mexico, was
an instructor.

Learning to be a bull fighter it something like learning
to be a jockey. You are taught on farms where built are
especially bred for the sport. There you are supposed to
become acquainted with the trails, habits and characteri-
stics of the various animals.

In due course of time Sidney Franklin appeared in tome
of the tmaller arena in Mexico. The correspond to our
bush league town in the United State when you are talk-

ing; baseball. Franklin got better and better (rom each ex

perience and the Mexican grew to like him. ,
On Sept 20. 1923. he made hit first appear-

ance in the bull ring in Mexico City. It Wat at
the Chapullepec ring, which corresponds to the
Yankee Stadium in New York City. It wat hit
big league debut and he startled the crowd with
hit skill and agility.

Shortly after this first major appearance the
news reached the Franklin home at No. 19 Jack-to- n

Place. Brooklyn, that Sidney bad become a
bull fighter. It wa shocking new to the folk. A
family council wat held and plant were discussed
to get the boy back to America where he could
engage in something leu strenuous. They wrote
lettert but Sidney never answered. Still more le-
tter. Silence. Finally they decided to accept the
situation philosophically. "I suppose be like the
profession no matter now dangerous it is," the
father said. "It would be useless for ut to try to
get him to break away from it."
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no toreador.
in thi country have the idea that bull fighter use the red

red enrages the bull more quickly," he says. "Thi it not
A bull will charge at any object that i moving whether it it

white. That't why we matadors keep the cape constantly wav-
ing. know from our knowledge of bulls that they will go after

and not the man. The red color it used to attract the crowd
stands.

SPAIN the matador use cape of lavender and white," Frankba
"Bull will not charge at men to long at there it a moving
in tight. That is, of course, bulls that are bred for th

profession.
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image in stone unveiled in thi Mexico ' V

Lily bull rmg. . . . Caena, right.
taught Americano Franklin tht bull

fighter' trade.

all else. Both matador and bull must be
of the risht stuff or they are bitted off

the arena. If a bull cower when be i struck with a three-hindl-

knife he it taken out and another a substituted. And
when a man doe not rite immediately after he bat been
knocked down be is tutted out of the fight. But when he
show courage they go wild about him."

In Mexico ft is generally admitted that the Spaniard
re the best bull fighter, for youth of that country begin

their training in boyhood. This intensive policy it not fol-

lowed in Mexico. The country boast of having five men
in the profession who are equal in skill to the best Spaniard.
One or these is Caona and another is Franklin,

"Hit reputation must be deserved," hit sister taya, "be-
cause he hat signed contracts to appear in the largest bull
rings in Spain. It's like obtaining an engagement at the
Metropolitan Opera House."

Franklin is tall and slender. He weigh about 180
pound and ha light blue eye and light curly hair. "When
he returned from Mexico City for a visit last winter," hit
titter says, "he did not give us the impression that he was
engaged in a dangerous sport in a foreign country, but when
he garbed himself for the edification of the family in a cos-

tume of gold and held hi sword, he looked entirely different"
Franklin hai explained to hit family that the toreador

ilium.

By A. A. PRECIADO

ULL fighlinf fa just a dangerous at priz
fighting, but mora interesting and more ban-
tu.B' Then cap be no crooked work in the
bull ring became you can't talk to the bull.
You can't tell him to lie down and you will

divide the put to with, km. You cither get him or he get
you."

You hare this on the authority of America only
in the arena oi blood and tend Franklin,

Brooklyn boy, who never even taw a cow until he wat 1 9
and then at a Long Iiland agricultural thow. Now, at
tlie ait of 24, ha it accorded the lame meaiure of reipect
by Mexican and Spanish bull fight fam at Babe Ruth it
accorded by the American baseball public

For Franklin it not a buih league performer, to borrow
a bateball expression, but one of the best in the bull fighting
businea. The mod comervative rating placet him among
the firat five performera in Mexico and there it nothing in

the "record book" that keept him from being rated with
Rodolfo Caona, Mexico' most famed matador.

The tory of how thit New York boy, born and raited
among typical American surroundings, became a champion
matador i (mutual only becaute the ancient pastime of the
Latin countrie ha bad an appeal of almost exactly zero
for American youth. Otherwise, Franklin hat done at mott
ether American boy have. He taw a field that attracted
him and he became at (killed in that field at ha could.

It i far cry from the Brooklyn neighborhood
wat bora, and where hi parent ttill live, to tu

place at Seville and Toledo where toreador art bora a

made. But when be ttrpt into the greatest bull fight arer.

in the world at Madrid, Spain, lata thit tummer to match
wit and agility with an infuriated bull, hi mother, father,
four litter and three brother in Brooklyn
will be at much concerned in the outcome at
the familiee of the Spanish matadors who
coma up from the province.

Franklin' boyhood tl--
ys were (pent in the

usual American fashion. At school he wat
knows at a good atlilete. especially in swim-

ming and track. He look up art in high tchool
and liked it to well that he continued it when
ha entered Columbia University. Upon his

graduation ha went to work a a commercial
artist for a New York advertising firm.

If that firm had stared in buiiness Sidney
Franklin probably would not be a bull fighter
today. But it didn't and Franklin wat with-

out a job for month. Then a friend in Mex-

ico City offered him an opportunity to bring
bit art talent there and Sidney put the matter

up to hi parent. They advised him to so,
Helen, Sidney' oldest titter, tayi that il

bar parent bad known what their content

wat going to lead to, they never would have

given it But fate hat a habit of taking a hand

D the movementi of human being and to in

a short while Sidney wa not only engaged in

art work in Mexico Cty but had teen hi first

bull fight
The famed Rodolfo Caona had been the

matador and Franklin was thrilled by the

spectacle. H described it in detail to hit

lister Helen and this it her version of it:

iwTlHE Mexico Cty arena it a big amphi-- J

theater with tieu of backlett stone .

teat which terrace up to the balcony
and boxes.

"The sounding of a bugle is a signal that
the day' festivities are to begin. Two horse-

men prance forward through the gates and go
to salute the presidential box. Alter thit brief
rite they circle the ring in opposite directions
and return to the gala.

"There it another bugle call and thit time '

the entire company, consisting of toreador,
banderillero and picador each attired in bright-colore-

tight-fittin-g uniform make their appearance. Again there
it brief ceremony before the presidential box and then
everything il cleared for action.

"The company tcattert to placet along the barrier which

protect the audience from bull that run amuck.
"Another bugle call and a bull comet into the arena look-

ing for trouble. The firat persont to come in contact with
him are the toreador and the banderillero. Uting the red
mantle, they toy with him. When the bull charge, they
ridestep.

"Thit routine i kept up for several minutes. Then the
banderillero enrage the bull by tossing festooned dirts into
hit shoulder. Another matador then steps in and after
becoming acquainted with the bull and hi moodt, proceeds
to hypnotize him by waving the red mantel in bit face.

"The climax of the afternoon'! performance it the killing
of the bull. Tbat't the matador'i job."

That first performance in Mexico Gty aettled Sidney
Franklin'i future. The drama of a beast and a man engaged
in deadly combat intrigued him.

When Franklin told hit desire to become a bull fighter
to one of hit Mexican friends be wis laughed at, but nothing
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"... Vou carmo! fed the bull to fie donn and let
you divide In purse si(h him." . . . Hero it another
photograph of Toreador Franklin in tht bull ring.

that time on young Franklin made frequentFIOM in bull ring not only in Mexico Gty but
throughout Mexico.

Soon he wit known throughout the country a the only
American bull fighter in existence. (There wit one other
American a few yean ago, but he retired when he wat in-

jured.) Franklin hat engaged in 200 bull fights and hat
come out with not a tingle scratch though he bat had nar-
row escapes.

In one of hit early visits horn after hit debut ta) Mexico
City he spoke of the thrill ot the game.

There ara accidents, of course," he laid, but thev hto--
pen everywhere, even in baseball and football. The excite
ment and thrill of the thing make up for the dinger, in my
opinion.

"The Latin are more enthusiastic about bull fighting
than American are about baseball. They will sit in the
hat sun for hours to watch on. They admire bravery above

Joselito, the greatest bull fighter m Spam, lost his Ere
under unusual circumstance. He wat invited to text a new
type of bull in Valencia which a breeder thought would be
ideal for the ring. Instead of charging the cape, however,
the bull went after Jotelito and killed him."

Franklin does not talk much about hit achievement! in
the bull ring. Hit family confidante i hi lister, Helen.
During odd moments he hat told ber about many of hi

experience and the ha described
her brother' version of how it feels

z---. to come face to face with aa en-

raged buIL

"A bugle signals the final act of
a bull fight." the say. "And the
audience is then keyed up for the
moment in which the animal i to
be killed. The cape, which ha been
hanging from the matador' (lender
sword, and which baa been used to
tantalize the bull, i now removed
and dropped to the land.

The matador take hi stand be-

fore the pawing, bellowing beast
and stare fixedly into its eye. Soma
say thit ha a hypnotic mnwne).

"Then the matador raises tut
AT ry JkW word slowly, deliberately. Some

people think that the bull it killed by
striking it anywhere on the bead. Thi

ts not true.
"The sword it pointed not at the animal

bead but slightly above it There i a vital
spot directly behind the bom an unmarked

spot which the (word must pierce. It is a tiny crutch formed
by the bone of the (boulder. Within that aperture the blade
must go, unimpeded, to the hilt Anywhere else and the
bull fighter will find himself in trouble. Tht bull will not
die but in a plunging rage attack the man.

"The blade thrust must be sure. The mark mutt be found
m a split second, otherwita the matador'i life it at good at
doomed. If the blade it sure, ft sinks to the hQt Proof that
it ha reached the vital spot it seen when the bull link to
the ground with glazed eye and thai' the end of the
battle."

Franklin has fought bulls before the king and queen of
Spain and member of the nobility. He ha fought in
Mexico before high Mate official and in varioui part of
South America, including Panama, Venezuela, Colombia
and Peru, A year ago be made a tour of these Latin coun-
tries and wa well received everywhere.

He it now in Spain and thit season hope to emulate tha
achievement of such great swords as Joselito, Belmont,
Bombita. Guerrita and La Cartijo all name to be con-

jured with in the arena of blood and sand.

All Spain b awaiting hi early engagement with tha
interest American touritt ara a common right in

Sreatest of the bright shawl, but an American bull fighter-- well,

be' a curiosity.
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