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CHAPTER XXVIII
surge of hate spread iiselt
Lile's features, contorting
inlo & flseting ugliness, Bhe
her hoad quickly away
| Rod's stare,
" Put even in the moonlight her
r B had been an utmistak-
‘able indlcation of displeasure,

)
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to trouble him.

Thinklng it over that night, he
coneluded that Lila had no love
for Cyrus. He had come to belleve
thit whe had, Put even with
the revealing moment on the pi-
saea Lo enlighten him he had m:uti
ihe faintest fdea why she had|
beént o muel annoyed at her
husband’'s demonsiration of al-
fection.

Lils, bolllng with resantment
over his intrusion upon her tote-
a-lete with Hod, eould have ex-
plained that Cyrus had spolled
the moment she had been walt-
ing for—ths moment when Rod
nesded sympathy, the momegt he
poomed bowildered and doubtful
of Bertle Lon's love,

For, desplte hiz loyalty, Lila
fnow that he must be pondering
over Bertle Lou's behavior, She
had pondered over it, too, until
ahe recelved = e¢lue. In a con-
yersalion with Rod, on the sub-
ject of the detective she had en-
gaged, she asked him If he had
told Bertls Loa anything that
conld glve her a hint of thelr
secret. Rod sald, mo, that he
hadsi't even told her he was at
Lila's the afternoon he bhad re-
turned the empty jewel case.

Lila remembered having told
Bertle Loun that he had just loft
her on that oceaslon. Casually she
Inquired of Rod how he had ex-
plainod his latencss In arriving
kome and bo said he believed ho
had Hed about it

“Well, the fat's In the fire
with Bertle Lou,” Lila told her-
salfl.

Abandoning all hope of de-
eslving Bertle Lou any longer, sha

- - -

decided 10 make the most of her
erstwhile friend’s absence, When
Bertle Lou returned—If she ever
did— Lila knew that she would
have lttle or no inflnence over
her, no further oppertunity to
Jead her into extravagance or
things that Rod could ecritlclze.

Perbaps Bertle Lou might In-
duce Rod to glve up his position
with Cyrus, There Lila faced the
possibility of losing him alto-
gother unlesa she could complote
her sorcery before his wife re-
turned,

No need now to consider Ber-
tle Lou's friendship. At last she
could speak freely, could start to
sow the seeds of discontent in
Rod's mind,

She waa turious with Crrus for
taving Interrupted bher imitia)
move and for baving reminded
Rod that she belonged to another
man, But to Rod It seemed that
be had gased upon the secret
travail of one who had made a
xhastly mistake.

Ha pitied Lila. But he admired
ber tremendously for having kept
her wecret so well, for having
lived so sportingly up to her bar-
galn of exchanging her freedom
for money. At least she had not
whined. And it he had discover-
od what she had proudly hidden
from the world it was purely by
accldent, he feit, and not by rea-
son of any public displsy on Li-
In's part,

He thought of her unfalllog
manlfestation of affection and
eonsideration for Cyrus, a man
whom he knew she did not love,
and compared it with Bertle Lou's
treatment of him, whom he had
belleved sbo loved,

He observed Cyrus closely for
the rest of his stay at the Birches.
Thers was nothing in his manner
to indicate that be suspected Li-

be taking bhis wife's
granted.

love? Was [t love to keep a man

him? And was it love that caus-
ed Bertle Lou to plunge him
head over heels In debt— send
him begging his father for a
loan?

It looked wery much like In-
difference and a shallow ambl-
tfon, rather than love. Rod did
nol want to think so, but Lila
had set hersell to present Bertie
Low's character and conduct to
him in this lght. And so sly, =0
false In her method of putilng
her destructive efforts in the
gulse of friendly advioe and sym-
pathy was rhe that Rod found
himself thinking Bertie Lon had

unloving.
L]

It dld mot come suddenly, his
vordict of her: but as the woeeks

tlon of returning to New York,
Rod was compelled to believe
that shoe did not mind being apart
from him,

Then there was her cold letter
when ho had to refuse the money
she asked for. Bertle Lou had
bated writing for It, but she
noedod funds .
practically all her immediate cash
for her fare home.
8he did pot wani to appeal to
her father for a loan sinee that
wonld eause him to wonder why
Rod did mnot supply her with
money.

Rod bad replied with half the
amount and the statement that he
bad mo more to send. Bertio Lon

lag money like water! Well, Li-
la's habits and tastes conld ae-
count for that, For any man who
asplred to an affalr with her
would soon find himsel! with a
lean pockethook, Bertle Lou he-
lieved,
Rod did not write for a week
after receiving her sarcastic let-
ter. During this period of walit-
ing Bertis Lou bhad assured her-
self through a hideous night of
alternating doubt and still falat-
Iy surviving falth that she did
not care whether he ever wrote
again or not.
For she had recelved a letter
that fairly scorched her heart
and wmeared her pride. It was a
poisonous anonymity, But Bertle
Lou thought she knew who had
written It. The writing was very
much ke Molly's desplte an ap-
parent effort to dlaguise it

It was brief. The writer marely
suggested that Hertle Lou should
reture to Rod at once If she
wished to get him out of the
clutches of a certaln bleached
blond over whom he seemed to
bave lost his head. .
As the writer had guessed,
Bertie Lou was too proud to take
any mnotice of the communica-
tion. Ehe did not return to New
York. Her letters 1o Rod grew
even colder and further apart and
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la's troe feelings toward him.

taitials

~on my shoulder.”

By George Clark

Y don't think I'd be wo broken up If I hadn't sunburned his

Rod asked himselt It it were| when he
not posaible that he too wlthtjtmw when she intended to Te-

fove for |turn she replied that she thought
the summer

« « 2l had used |

was amaszed. He must be spend- |

sho might spend

Was there any snch a thing as | with her mother,

The lotter had done lts work.
calling his home every hour to It kept Hertle Lou away from
inquire It there was & lotter for | Rod, as It was designed to do.
Not as long perhaps aa Lila—for

|1t was Lila who was the gullty
person — hoped that 1L would,
‘She had palnstakingly copled Mol
1y’a handwriting with just enough
fidellty to the original to make
anyone who knew It belleve that
the letter came from her,
- L L

‘ Other factors affected Bertle
ll.uu.
drove her back to Rod,
tivenoss plus an aching yearning
to see for hersell if he roally had |
|wccumh¢-d to Lila's charms, Her
triends In Wayvilla wore hc‘lu-].
|nin: 1o comment upon ker pro-

vevealsd herself as selfish and  1onEed abacnce from her kusband, | cleanliness and order all around.

They would soon be declaring |
|Ihm she had left him, Bertie Lou |
| foared.

And she hadn't left him, There

wore on and she made mo men-|2ad been no final break, no in. Went

controvertible proof that Rod was
unfalthful, Nelther had he sug-
gosted a pormanent separation.
She spoke tentatively to ther|
mother about returning to hlm
and was convineed at once that
she had been a cause for worry,
| *Yes, 1 vreallr think you!
| should,” her mother sald: "tho |
we shall miss you dreadfully,™ |

Bortie Low smiled over the re-|
el in her mother's volee, |

“I'm afrald Rod will be thiuk-|
Ing we've kopt you too lon.g.”'
Mrs. Ward went on happily, “The
| dear boy has bsen so very pa-
tient, It must have been terribly
lonesoms for him without you."

i Mother and daughter glanced
At each othor and then both
looked quickly awar. Bach was
wopdering how mear or how far
from the truth those words had
been. |

The mother never had accepled
Lila’s Iriendskip with BHertle Lou
as genuine, a thing to be trusted, |
though she had kept her opluion |
from her daughter lest she worry |
her neediesaly. She could be mis-
taken, perhaps, told 1|u:.ﬁd|’.|

Bertle Lou would not let her
mother know what she thought
of Rod's lopelineas, though she
suspected that her mother had
wondered at her willingness to
remain away from him all t‘avu-l
weeks and months,

She had surprised her molber’s
gaze bent uwpon her in grave med-
Itation on many oceaslons lately.
It was time to return to Rod and

shoe
|
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tlatly demanded 1o

AW

heart to her mother and load
her burdens on those still frall
shoulders,

.

Dartla Lou returned 1o Now
Yark unannounced. Her handas
trembled on the doorknob as she

ly refused to reloase the tears
that smarted ther oyea, Inside the
front door she put down the
small case she had carried and
turned to admit the elovator boy
with her sultcase,

When he was gone she sum-
| moned her mald, but there was

Inquisi- | Kitehen and looked around, There|#14 aud China, over selsure of
|was no food In the refrigerator, |the

which has been In progress st
Manchull,

Rod must be eating out,
Further Inspoction of the apart-

1928
mwﬁ'@-s.

seitlo the thing or to open her|purely a physleal pleshure,

heart; morely a half-dread, half-
eager leallng,
but not happy. For soms reason,
though, sho put on & dress that
Rod had lked,

lot herselt In, but she -luhlmrn-':h‘“l he entored the hall. She
BT

walk toward thelr bedroom.

P)—The forelgn office of (he
Natlonallst governmont Announcs
od today therse was & doadlock
Inquisitivencss chiefly, It |90 Tespausa, Sha went out to the'at tha conference betwesn Rus-
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There was no elation In  her

Bhe wan exclted,

EBho wan In the lving room
him open the door and

(To Be Contiuped)
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WNELLTESTS
750 GALLONS

ALTURAS, Calif, Aug. 6-A
test of the new elly weoll drilled
here recently to a depth of 1,350
foot showed that there wam no
diminishment of the supply after
several hours pumplog at the rate
of T60 gallona per tmlnute and
City Engloeer 8 A, Mushen
states that a never failing sup-
ply of water has been struck at
this depth, Within the next two
weoks a 1,000+gallon pump and
A 300,000-gallon storage tank will
be inatalled and with the addi-

G. Q. D'ALBINI
Pablic Accountast
Auditiag . Accounting

P

tion of this new equipment the
elty will be supplied with water
by eoperating the pumps on an
B-hour day basls. AL the pressnt
time the pumpa are kept worklng
19 hours dally,

With the close of the present
month, It 19 expected that a total
of 400 new waler connvetions
will bhave been wade. This In-
cludes connectlons (o business
establishments aud roaldences,

The munlelpally-owned water
aystom of this place, flrat put In
operation in 1012, has proven a
huge success (0 the town finan.
clally and when an addittonal
$60,000.00 bond Issue was called
for recently, there were fow dis-
sonling votes,

Justin S. Lageson
Plumbing, Furnaces,
Stoves

186 N. 4th St.

Fedoral Tax
200 L 0. O

Medford

Chinese Eastern rallway,

Manchuria,

ment revealed that someons was
taking care of it for there was

A woman by the hour, Bertle Lou
concluded.

It waa too late now to think ot
preparing dinner in the apart-
Dartle Lou set about re-
moving the marks of travel from
her person and getting Into a|
fresh costume. It was nice to tu-i
back ln her comfortable, well-
furniahed homwe , but It was
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When Baby Days are

A Misty Memory

“My goodness, how baby has

grown!*

Bablea are a constant source

af wondrous delight, Only a

camers can stay the hand of

Time and record forever the

moods and moments that so

julckly spesd away, |
Why not have asother pho- ‘

tograph of Baby this very

weok?
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‘__Tuleadn_yg_:ﬂugynt 6, 1929
TWO DROWNED
NEAR PENDLETON

PENDLETON Ore., Aug. 8,
(AP)=Mva Htange, 17, lost her
Hfe yoaterday ln an unsugosssiul
altempt (o rescus Glen Robinson
of lona ax the two ware swim-
miing o o slough on the Colums
bia river, Midway nacrosa the
wlough Robinson suffersd an at.
tack of cramps, The girl swam
to his wide, Doth drowned,
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| A Real Man Friday

He works down at the plant—tending fur- 1

nices and keeping boilers filled—that you

steam in your home, your office your plant.

He is & real man Friday—ours uand yours.
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and convince you that the 12 Test name stands for
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inting

THE BEAUTY OF PAINT IS
MORE THAN

IN DEEP”

paint for your home, makes it look beautiful and new,
s true. It makes it more desirable to live in . . . more de-

sirable for renting or selling.
Bat the real beauty of keeping your home

tion it means ... to the house and to you.
preciation ... it forestalls repairs...it adds dollars and cents value!

But paint must be used in time . . . before deterioration sets in.
Then it is a preventative. Don't wait until it is too late!

Let us show you some of the beautiful color schemes you can use
at how little per year it costs to have the

ted is the
de-
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Chick Drives a Bargain

By Gowan

1SHT THET Away
ONER THERE

PLEMG LEARFROG
WITH THOSE DIRTY
\.ﬂ‘l’LE‘,BDVS

-ERAT
LOOKS
LIKE HER

[/ \ou g0 oF
ME! MOM MAYE
CHICK LERVE -

2 2
VGHUT YouR TRAP!
COME 1M HERE. 1
WANT TO SPEAK
WITH YOU YOUNG
LADY

[ Wow LIS TEN TUAT GIRL DOESNTY
KNOW WHAT TWIS FAMILY 1§
LIME AND 1TWANT Yoo T

'™ NOT
EITHER MCTING
VIKE A TOM-
BOY ==

IF YOU'LL ACT WY

TEN CENTS A DAY,

DONG. DO YouL

([ su,su! witL You swuT uP7 Now 1M )
GONG TO MAKE A BARGAIM WITH YYOU.

SHE'S HERE AMD NOT PLAY ‘WITH
DIRTY WIDS AND WEEP OUT OF SIGHT
WHENEVER M WITH IR,

ANOTHE
THING-NHEM T COUGW THAT MEANG
™ STOP WHATEVER “YOU'RE

.' \'\“i?/“f"”/—d

WE A GIRL WHILE

ILL GWE YOU
R GEE,
1L BET
SHES YouR
GIRL. \SNT
SHE ,QHICH

Freckles and His

Friends

(Yoo SAY TuE cUTEST
SAN LNES HERET

LITTLE GIRL YeU EVER | ANY DOUBTS

\buR| 'Nmi-.

.
—AND T WS
BROTAER, FRECKIES!
I DIDNT GET

]

HER NAME
16 NEDA ISNT
THAT A NicE
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