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CHAPTER XX1I

nod cllmbad the winding stalrs
of the Loress' duples spart-
ment In & amall embarrassmant,
The butler had told him Mrs,
Lores would recelve him upstairs
in her boudour,

Boudolr! In Nod's mipd the
word was elosely assoolated with
bedroom. Butl rather than send
up word to Lils that he'd prefer
her to come downstalrs, and pos-
pibly have her read his mind and
Jangh at him, hs wont up to her,

The door was open and Lila
callod to him In greeting as he
ronched the landing. “Good of
you 0 bother to hring them yours
salf,” whe thanked him when he
handed hor the jewel cawse,

Ho telt & Uittt loss nnecomforta.
ble after hin firat glimpas of the
room, which waa In roality a pri-
vale sliting room, Lila was draas-
od fTor the evenlng and not In
negliges a8 he bhad halt feared,
Wiven If he had wanted ta Hod
conld not have found anythiong
hate that gugresiad an atiempt to
hrenk the conventions

If somoone had told him al this
momont that Lila was a danger-
ous enchantress be would have
awopt the assertion aslde, To him
she was & benefactress, and a de-
voled wife to her wealthy huas-
band. Jls uneasiness dispelled,
fod made no objection when she
eald they would go down and
have & cooktall

“Walt until I put on my teck-
Ince.” she added and slarted to
open the cane,

Lot me'' Rod offored
LAla hasded him a small key,

The key stuck & bit In the lock,
Nod asked 1f tho lock was out of
ordar. Lila sald po and held oul
her hand, Rod returped the key
to her.

“I don't want the bracelels to
night,'” she sald, fussing with thae |
lock, “hut slpee you didu’'t have
a key to the case , .,

Her worda broka off abruptly,

The casa was empiy!
L L] -

and

For one devasixting moment
Rod was without & thought, Then
the full Import of the emply case
burst upon him. He looked, with-
out reallzing how idiotla It wan,

boslds the case and on tha floor

“They're gons!™ It was the
merest whisper In which Lila ut-
terad tha words,
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Her w ords broke off abruptly, The case

“Pleass  look around,” HRod
urged, his anxiety revealad in
the rapldly rieing excltoment of
his voles,

Lils moved over to & safe !n
the allk-pancled wall. “They'd be
here, but | know they're not,”
sald tonelesaly. "l put them In
the case myself, just before I[|
gave It to you to take to the of-
fles,” [

Lila's words, and the gesture|
she made when she turned back
from tha open safe empty-hand-
ed, roussd Hod to A true appre-|

Rod turned 1o her with the ciation of his terrible predica- |

dawning of a solution in his mind. | ment,
the |Wtress of It

Nod turned to her with
“Maybs you dida't put them Iin
the cans,” he sald hopafully, |

Lila nodded emphatieally. *Yos,
1 414, There's no guestion about
that"
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Clatre Windsor and a flne cast
in a thrilling comedy-drama.

His face paled under tha'
“Then they've been stolen,” he|
sald slowly, reluctantly,

“HBut how could

ory, "You didn't let anyone elan
have them, did you, Rod1"

*No, of courge not,”” he an-
awared, "My God, Lila, don't you
seo how {t looks for me?"

“What do you mean?™ she
asked, in a amall, strained voloe
that echoed his own emotlom,
Rod conld see that she barbored
a frightening thonght,

“You know,” he
quietly, "I am responsible for
them. The safe wasn't robbed.
There were other articles of
value In It. A thief would not
hava left them."

“lan‘'t there anyone down
there who could have taken It}
Perhaps you left It unguarded
littla while on your desk or
pome place before yom put It
away,” Lila suggestod with an alr
of seeking to refreah his mem-
ory.

Rod's face shadowed with deep-
ening trouble, “No one touched
them," he asserted firmly,

"Couldn't womeons have taken
them out of the safel™ Lila
pressed a Mitle breathlossly,

“No ons has the combination
except Cy and mysslf,” Rod eax-
plalned.

Lila waa sllont for a fow soc-
ondy; “"How dld yom come up

At The PINE TREE

“Alias Jimmy Valentine”

Starring William Haines,

Lionel Barrymore

*Jimmy Valentine” loses

and Lelia Hyams

nothing in its transfor-

mation from a standard stage success to the

talking screen—and

gains a great deal.

You'll enjoy every moment of itl
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“THE SHAKEDOWN”

A snappy prize fight story of a faker who laid
down for money but fought like a wildcat for love.
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she |, .

thoy?* Lila |
cried, apparently recovering from | thing. And you ought
the numbing shock of the dlscov- | the Insurance

sald more )

LICAN

hera?" ahe aaked then,

“By taxl, I didn't want to riak
balng robbed In a crush,” Rod
amilod ruefully, “A fins precau-
tion that was'

“Haven't yon any ldea when |

« when they were lost?" Lils
sald, lgnoring the Jibe at him-
solf,

“You mean when they urr«'

stolen,”" Rod corrected hor. “They
haven't boan out of my possession
oxcept when they were in the
snfe,” hea went on, “We'd betler
Inform the police At once.”

He turped toward the 1sle-
phone but Lila interrupted him
"Walt & moment,"” ale urged

*You don’'t know what you're do-
Ing."

“Well, I've got to do some-
to motlfy
company without
delay,” Rod advised her, reach-
ing for the telephone again.

"Rod, walt,” Lila insisted ns|
she put a hand on his arm, “A
fow minutes won't make any dif-
ference,” aho added qulekly, “And |
I think you're too dlaturbed to|
#ee how this thing is golng lol
end If you eall In the police.”

L] L] L

Rod hesitated. Lila shoved the
Instrument asido. “Sit down,”|
she sald and pressed him ioto the
ehalr at the desk, She 1nurher1|
a button.

“Don’t misunderatand me," she
bogan, when a mald had come
and gone, “But If everything you |
say Is true, Rod, 1 mean {f you
really didn't glve anyones a chance
to rob you while the ense was out
of the safe, then we can't take
this mess to the police.”

Rod stared at hor, "Walt untll |
you've had a chance to luspect
tho safe,” she went on. “'Perhaps |
It wan tampered with"

|
Rod  started to spoak, “I|

was empty!

know," that," Rod admitled.
. "o

Rod moved nervously and
glanced at the telophome. Lila
pushed it farther away.

“Rod, lsten," she burst out
suddenly. “Cy mustn't know
about thin, 1 asked him to help

you for Bertls Lon’s sake, 1 was
sincere and that satisfled him,
but he knows about ., , ., about
us., That was all right, too, But
don’'t you nee? If you can’t prove
your Innocence you'll Be under
suspiclon, And you know human
nature.
but Cy might turn agalnst you.

“Think of what you would lose |
through no fault of your own.™
She paused and Rod asked hor
why she dida't bellsve he had |
stolen the jewels, |

"Oh, rot,” she returned impa-
tiently. “I'm not a complete fool.

| And I got you Into this™

“But if you don't notify the|
police and the Insurance people |
at once you'll lose your fewels |
Rod pointed out to her,

Sho wmiled, “I know that,” she |
admitted, “but thoey aren't worth |
50 much to me that I'd sacrifice |
you to get them back."

“Lila, you're a thoroughhred, |
but I'd be a fine kind of cur to |

Klamcth Mineral |
Hot Springs
Under New
Management '
Mineral” Bath and
Swimming Pocl

Especially beneficial for
Rheumatic cases.

503 Spring St.
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|n| you pl‘nlrrt me."

“Now walt. & miopte,” Lila
hurried on, "U'm thinking of my-
salf, ton, I boosted you with Cy.
It you get In trouble it gives me
a black eye.

“Why go through all that?
Let's got & private detective, 1
know ane, Investigate before you
go rushing Into a cloyd of sus-
plelon. 1f wa can find out who
took the jewels before Cy learns
about tha theft you will be saved
A lot of sorrow. It's worth a

try.”

Hod glanced. “1I'd rather take
a chance on Cy giving me =»
broak."

Liln shrugged. “1 know Cy|

better than you do.
ways he's bigger than any man
[ know but in others he's . . .
well, he's gol a quesr sigeak,
Hod. Heo's unreasonable jmln’,
some thinge. If it entered his
head that you had robbed him
he would send you to the pani-
tentlary If he conld, no matter
how warm your friendship had

been."”
Rod winced. "But he's got to
know,"” he said dully,

“No, ha hasn't, No ane has to
know. I've got a string of pearis
Just like the genuine and copins
of the bracelats. Ther'ra very
good, too, No one will know the
difference.

“If wa lose (lme trying to
eatel the thief ournelves you may
peyer get back your real pearls
and the hracelets,” Hod ecaution-
od her,

“What if T didot?” Lila ex-
claimed impulsively, “They aren’t
worth more than a few thousand
dollars, That's nothing to be com-
pared to your foture. If this
rhould become one of thosa un-
solved mysterles you'd be rulned
forever, Rod."

Wialehing closely, ahe saw the
expreasion In his face that shs

| had hoped for.

{(To Be Continued)

The objection to giving soma
eriminals another chance is that
they think an unlocked door is

janother chance,
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A mon-setarian hoarding and
day school for boya.
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WOOD

SUMMER PRICES
———(iUARANTEED——

It prices go lower we will
remit the dilfference.
Blocks, double load $6.50

single load  4.50
Green Pine Slab—
load ...
10 loads ........ 35.00
Green Fir Slab—
load ccoeeree .5 5.00
10 loads 45.00
Lay In your winter's wood a
few loads each month.
Ask Us About
RAY, and OI-0-MATIO
Uil Burners and Hog-Fuel
Burners

Peyton & Co.

“Wood to Bura"
126 8. 7th Phone 535
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BANWELL 15
RaSOCIATION
SELRETARY

GRANTS PABH, July 31. (AP)
A. H, Banwell, Tacoma Chamber
of Commerce publicity director,
will assume the mecretaryship of
the Callforpis-Bouthern Oregon
Development assoclation on Bept,
1, he avpnounced hers today.
Headquartera will be In Medford
or Grants Pass,

Hanwell wan slected 1o his pos-
Ithon &t a4 meetlog of the asso-
ciation directors In Medford last
night.

Two immediate objectives of
thia amsociation, the development

ot the port of Cresgent City,
| Calit,, and extenslon of the rall- |
rond fram CGrants Pass to that
port, will bes the principal mat-
ters demanding the attention of
the new secretary. A sound -
nancisl basls for the organization,
budget sxpense by countles nnd
o detalled working program Is 1o |
be followed, Banwell sald,

Until the govérnment's appro-
priation for Crescent City har-
bor Improvements have baen
agreed upon, Banwell sald, he
will spend his time betwesen that
city, Grants Pass, Medford and
Klamath Falls,

The counties interested in the
development are Josephine, Juck-
son and Klamath in Oregon, and
Del Norte in Callfornia.

Banwall left for Tacoma today
and announced that before re-
turning hore Beplamber 1 he
expected to be married in Ta-
coma. He has been In tha Puget
Bound district five yoars in pub-
Meity and promotion work.

MAN PATALLY BHOT

BUFFALO, July 31, (AP)—At. ¥ DA% _Dag

tacked ux Mo alighted from his
mutomoblile at hin home with
$0000, which ha had Just deawn
from & bhaok hore, Ferdinand
Focthar, 53, proprietor of & sodn
grill, was fatally shot by one of

thros bandits who

money. Fechler's wite as
dren witnosssd the m +

It iy ostimated that thre
44,000 thunder storma
dnlly on the earth,
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You'r wife slwu/d /zaw
telephone convenience

She who
the children and

mmthemelh,mfw
the household

should have extension telephones in

these three

convenient places:

Living

room, Bedroom and Kitchen.

The cost of such extensions is fe
cents a day. Simply notify omm
Office, or tell any telephone employee.

Tue Paciric TeLzpnone @ AND TErecrAPE Coupany

orless,

face with
LIFEBUOY
Shaving Cream
me that

At yewr drugpiss’s

ness now—he’s married to Anne. Read w
2& found the easy way to keep perspiration

Perspiration without "B. 0.”

“Likeany normal, healthy human being, T
perspire—particularly in hot weather.
I've been told that pores give off as
much as a quart of waste daily.

“‘But it never ocourred to

means‘B.O,
insensitive to an ever-

prevented.
guards

Bcrspiration
'We become

"'B.O. is
' Yet, to be polite,

SHE THOUGHT:
awful in a closed car™

SHE SAID:

*Let’s open the windshield.

It’s such a hot day.”

How Fred’s happiness was
nearly ruined by “B.0.”

DAY—he had planned to propese.  present odor. I M—mr
<K ulherntptl;ude Irgzehm:.b:\’ht mﬁﬂ‘i “Then I changed to Lifebuoy—and what
matt; t was hot, t.
why should that ditress ber ot - pupereocal When 1 step out of my daily
Fred never suspected “B. 0.” then. Yet are purified 5o deeply by Lifebuoy’s
body odor isn't interfering with his velous antiseptic lather, that 'B.O' is

“Lifel:ﬁ’laﬂmnﬁn_mmn

removing germa, Its

oving
plmnnt eriro-clean scent, that vanishes as

you rinse, tells you Lifebuoy purifies.”
LEVER EROTIHERS CO., Cambridee, Mase.

Lifebuoy

HEALTH SOAI'
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Mom’n Pop

That Makes

a Difference

By Gowan
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ABOUT W0 Ting WiMER | SHE CAMT BE

MUCH OLDER

SUNED LD INTO THE GARRET AND WICKED
AROUND LIKE &M OLD TECE oF FURN

Freckles and H.ls

SCAR'S PACKAGE FROM
LONG |5 CREATING A
"LOT OF EXCITERMENT e
AlL PACKAGES DO, UNTIL
TUEYRE OPENED s
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