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Strange Quirk of Psychology Plays

Leading Part in Placing on Firm

Foundation New Styles in Both

Dress and Physical Contours
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Lucy Perk, of Ihi Fashion
Coordination Bureau, who

m. an--' ediscusses underlying factors
that Influenoe tha feminine

choloo of eoiturr.es.
The flapper a prod'

uct of the World War
passed out of the

picture several years
ago.

Now another femi-

nine type faces the
same ruthless extinc
tion. The string-bea-

figure is doomed.

And Miss and Mrs.

America, Model of
1929, need no longer
starve themselves to be

in the mode.
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4 Or Atv.. iast. .V ,tW( A on the road to visit one ttter an
other tbe big abowi both la thla
country and abroad.tro ttandarda of feminineH beauty established la this ' a- -

' 1 icountry?
"A few glrla are natural, bora

mannequlna," aflsa Park says, "but
these are extremely rare. Tbe girl
who would reach the top ot her proWit.M
fession must possess tomt drama tiemm

sTin , ' e"

V
A mannequin's dressing room backstage. Just before the opening

of one of tha aprlng fashion shows In New York City. iw t:Girls tnd wonun who hive been i mannequin makes upon her. If the
tstanding about In expectant groups, total Impression Is t fivorable one.

talking to each other or examining
their programs, hurry to their teats,
each eager to get aa alne is

to the state or the runway.
The ourtalna part. A hush falls
upon the assembly. The fashion
parade, the groat event of the
show la about to begin.

As the mannequins appear, turn-
ing thla way tnd that to oxhlblt
the finery In which they are at-

tired, the spectators crane forward.
Each woman In the audience la

Imagining herself In the place of
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Paul Polret, dean of Parisian cou-

turiers, at the opening of a Parle
faahlon show.

one or another of the mannequlna
which most closely resembles her
own type. There are muttered

I:

Just Bow wo tro baarlnc that tha
bojrlih figure la pan, tbat curves
ar eomlnf back. Tho report comes
at tbt decree of those final ar-

biters of women't styles, Ibo gnat
couturiers of Now York and I'arls.
There It little doubt that tha de-

cree ni bo obeyed, but how la It

that a small group of dress design-er- a

tre able to titer with a word
not only tlylea la dress but styles
In physical contours f

Tor years, medical and dietetic
tuthorltloa bite been warning girls
and women that selfetarvatlun tor
tha lake of a boyish figure was

Impairing tbelr stamina and ren-

dering them susceptible to t host

of diseases. Including tho drcad'd
tuberculosis. The necessity of

normal amounts of energising foods

uch as the starches and augnr waa

repeatedly stressed. The feminine

hilt of the population listened re-

spectfully, perhaps sometimes
4o reform, but Jn thonsanda

end tens of thousands of cases that

wai til the effect the warnings
bid.

A Sharp Reversal

Tha majority went right on cut-

ting down on potatoes, en sweets,
on cereals, and on just the other
food! they needed most to lupport
the ictlve life the modorn wumnn

leads. Now, it the behest of t
small group whose members ire
more concerned with aesthetics
than with health, these aame girls
tnd women ire abandoning their
pursuit of extreme tlendornose, and
the unwholesome dietary regimen
that. In many Inattncet erroneous-

ly, wai tuppoaed to contribute to
the attainment of their objective.

From this It would be easy to

conclude that tha atandarda of

feminine beauty tre eatnbllehed by
the couturiers, but Uils It by no

means a complete answer to our
question. They formulate the
tttndards, but they do not estab-

lish them. That Is left to tnothor
group. The names of those who

compose It ire not so well known.

In most Instances, their namoa are
not known it ill outside of their
own profession, but upon them
Itrgely depend! the acceptance of

the standards, tnd tint icceptance
Involves I queer quirk of psychol-

ogy on the part of those for whom

the standards tre evolved.

The lis Parade

The loan Fashion Show

la any large or medium-ili- city.
From behind the drtwn curtains

' tbt stage Cornea the sound of
wet totes struct piano.

Instinct and the must, hare a genu-
ine feeling for clothes. These trait
are probably inborn in the majority
ot Instances, but the other essen-
tials a graceful walk, poise and
an expression that it neither too
stiff nor an artificial smirk mnst
usually be cultivated. The manne-

quin must be aomethlng that be
longs neither to the stage nor everyJ
day life, but that la peculiar to be
owa profession. . ;

i

Changing Condition!
"In the past the period ot tha

mannequin'! greatest popularity hag
been comparatively short, for from
six to eight years, but that period la

steadily lengthening. Touthfulnesa
and the boyish figure are ceasing to
be ot predominant importance. la
Parts it la an axiom that a woman
cannot bo well dressed until aha
reaches the age ot thirty-fiv- e or
forty, tor it la not until then that
her figure and personality reach ma-

turity. Besides, the older woman
usually baa more money to tpend
on her attire, and American women
In their late thirties and early for
tiet tre paying increasing attention
to the aelectlon of their clothes.

"All ot thla la leading to a grow-
ing demand for mannequlna with!
the larger and more mature figure.
The dying erase for extreme sllm-nes- s,

both among glrla and older
women, will have another fortunate
effect, alike upon the mannequin
and the countless girls tnd women
who consciously or unconsciously
mold themselves upon her. No
longer forced to count every calory,
with the constmt fear that an In-

crease, of a few pounds In weight
may mean a decrease la her earn-

ing power, ahe will be able to satis-
fy her normal appstlti with the
foodt the needt to tupply her with
the energy and stamina demanded
by her work. The aame freedom to
permit the development of normal
curves will inevitably be Indulged
In by that half of the population for
whom she seta the current standard
of beauty."

While the mannequin's career Is

by no means a sinecure, it Is, ac-

cording to Miss Park, ont In which
a girl can look forward to financial
Independence and even to modest
wealth. During the first few yeart
she will probably receive from
eighteen to thirty-fiv- e dollare a
week. Aa ihe gradually acqulrea
training and experience her remu-
neration grows. Incomes ot between
fire and tig thousand dollars at
are eommon. One

averages wall over tea thou-
sand a year, tnd the It in such de-

mand that her services must be en-

gaged far tbead ot time throng
her secretary.

"Oh's!" and "Ah's!" of admiration-Ther- e

are whispers of criticism.
All through the audience, women
are making mental notes of tha
costumes In which they fancy they
would appear to best advantage.

They may not know It, but the
tenor of their mental notei It In-

fluenced aa much by the mannequin
herself aa by the costume she
wears. Lucy Park, atyle expert of
the Fashion Coordination Bureau,
New Yorlc City, la the authority for
thlt statement, and Miss Park has
I comprehensive background of
knowledge and experience from
which to apeak. Hor duties Involve
the selection and training of man-

nequins, the management of fash-Io-

shows In all parts of the coun-

try, and style consultations with
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the la practically certain to feel

that, clad In the same costume,
she would be equally attractive. Bo

she derides that upon her next
shopping excursion ehe will pur-

chase that costume, or one aa much
like It aa ahe con find, within
reach of her purse. ,

"But the mannequin hat been se-

lected with due regard for the tact
that ahe mint be of the type which
will aet oft to beat advantage the
oostume she wears. Her curvoi or
lack of them, the way her balr la

done, her complexion or her make-
up, have til been given careful con-

sideration. She la fitted to the cos-

tume aa much as the costume Is
lilted to her. It the purchasor la
to look really well In the dress or
wrap, she also must be fitted to
them. With the styles now de-

manding curves, the mannequin
wilt surely have them, and the pur
chaser must either possess them or
acquire them.

"In other words, the purchaser
must make herself look as much
like the mannequin as possible, and
the pressure In this direction Is a
tremendously poworful one. The
mannequins who appear In the
faahlon ahowe, or others of their
profession, terve tt living models
In the exclusive shops along Fifth
Avenue and In the great department
stores. Thoy pose tor magaslne
covers, for fashion Illustrations,
and for advertisers. They pose
also, for the wax and papier mache
flgurea upon which costumes tre
displayed In thop windows. In a
score of different directions,
through millions upon millions of
media, they exert their aubtle In-

fluence In establishing the standard
of feminine beauty which the cou-

turiers have decided upon ta the
current vogue."

8octtl Register Reorultl

The part played by the mannequin,
together with the Increasing atten-
tion which women are giving to
drest tt in accompaniment to the
growth of culture and sophistica-
tion In American life, htve both
raised the prestige of bar profes-
sion and placed t betvy reaponsl- -

blllty upon those charged with her
selection tnd training. Girls whose
names appear In the Social Regis-
ter tnd on the membership lists of
the Junior League tre taking up
the work with enthusiasm and find-

ing It highly remunerttlve.
There are. according to Miss

Park, three typea of mannequins In
more or less constant demand the
American, the Svelte, and the

The American
type has a fresh, r look.
Neither fat nor thin, nor exag-
geratedly athletic In appearance,
aha must be able- to wear both
American and English sports
clothes. Helen Willi it a good
eiample. The Svelte type bat the
distinctly feminine curvet tnd
swaying Ijnei demanded by the
more formal day-tim-e clothes. The

type Is tall, and
also possesses the feminine curvet
which tre required for the cos-

tumes she 'usually wears formal
afternoon attire, evening dresses
and negligees.

Olffloultlee of Selection
A fairly constant tupply of smart

looking mannequlna ta usually
available In New York and tha
other larger American eltles, but
during the busiest tetsont of tha
year those charged wttb their se-

lection tor the vtrtout thowt tad
exhiblti are sometimes bird put
to it to find t sufficient number of
girls who exactly fit their exacting
requirement!. Within recent yean,
the Parisian couturiers bare been
asking for Amerlctp girls to display
the sports clothes designed to at-

tract Amarteaa visitor la France.

girls were unwilling or unable to
leave the country, but the greater
part ot it waa due to the acarclty
ot typical example! ot American
girlhood who also possessed the
other necessary qualifications.

Some of the Qualifications
The qualifications differ with the

kind ot show that la being ar-

ranged, the tize ot the room In
which It tt to be staged, and with
tha costumes or parti of costumes
that ire to be displayed. Large
girls are required for tbe big shows,
for the small, petite type would be
lost In the huge ball room In which
they are customarily held. Bobbed
hair tt still emart tor the younger
and lesa sophisticated types, but
glrla ot practically til tgei ed
types appear to better advantage
with long hair when la tvenlng
gowns. The ideal mannequin,
therefore, should hare bobbed hair
that can be arranged to look as
though it were long.
girls usually make attractive man-

nequins but they can only wear
certain colors. are In

great demand for evening gowns in

Ivory shades ind other shadea that
are just off white.

The girl who decides to be a man-

nequin usually does so la response
to a "Help Wanted" advertisement
Inserted In the newspaper by one ot
the imaller shops. There ahe ac-

quires the experience and training
which are essential tor success Is
her profession. Her liter career, U

she Is t success, will probably take
h?r ITi larg-- r exclusive shops.
i.--. j i'.' '.?! .rtment ttorei and oat

rw LA
manufacturers, retailors tnd buyert.

ts -- SVi V

" L"i ii'ii-- in

, Photograph by Bonney

Madeleine Vlonnet, the famoua French dress designer who creates ill
ef her eoatumei en a doll-lik- e model.

Psychology Enters In

"The effectiveness of the most
lovely dress or wrap can either be

heightened or marred by the man-

nequin," Miss Park says. "Her per
sonallty, her poise, her expression,
her figure, and the way ahe carries
herself must bland with the cos-

tume to form one harmonious
whole. It la here thit psychology
tnten In, to play a decisive part;
to cooperate with the mannequin In

establishing new model of dress
and even new model In phyilcal
outlines. '

"Because the spectator lubcon-icleusl-

putt herself la tkt manne-

quin' place, aha teet herself cre-

eling the Impression which tbt

aot teem to present many dlfflcnl-Uej- .

MIei Park went over her list
of available mannequins and finally
eat it down to one hundred tnd
twenty-fiv- Out of that ont hun-
dred asd twenty-fiv- e she bad t
hard time obtaining the ten the
required. Part of her difficulty was
da to tbe fact that aome of th?

Not long ago Mil Park waa given
the task ot organising a group of
glrla to be taken to France for tail
purpoit.

The girls must be typloally
American. That was the chief re-

quirement, la tha largest Amtrlcaa
city, tad oit noted for ttt beautiful
woeaeeu such a requiremtat wveid


