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starve themselves to
in the mode.

The flapper—a prod-
uct of the World War

—passed out of the
picture several years

Now another femi-
nine type faces the
same ruthless extinc-
tion. The string-bean

And Miss and Mrs.

1929, need no longer
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Lucy Park, of the Fashion

discusses underlying factors
that infivence the feminine
cholee of eostumes,
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OW are standands of feminine
beauly establlahed In thin

country?
Just now we are hearing that the

baylsh figurs In pasad, that curven |

Are coming back. The report comen
as the decres of those fAnal ar
bliers of women's siyles, the grest
couturiers of New York and Farls
Thers Is Jittle doubt thar the de
erees will be obeyed, but how la It
that a small group of dress design
ers are able to alter with & word
not only siyles In dress but slyles
in physical contoura?

For years, medical and dlotetle
aunthorition have been warning giris
and women that self-starvation for
the sake of a boylah figure was
impairing thelr stamina and ren
dering them susceptible to n hom
of diseases, Incloding the dreadoed
tuberculosis. The necesslty of
normal amounts of enorglzing loods
such an the starchos and sugar was
repentedly stressed. The feminine
halt of the population lstenod re
spoctfully, porhaps sometimes re-
solved .to reform, but Jn thousands
and tens of thousands of cases that
was all the effect the warnings
had.

A Bharp Raversal

The majority went right on cut
ting down op potatoos, on sweels,
on cereals, and on Just tha other
foods they needsd most to support
the active life the modern woman
loads, Now, at the bolisst of &
small group whose members are
more cancerned with nesthetles
than with bedalth, thevs same giris
and women are abandoning thelr
pursult of extreme slendorness, and
the unwholesome distary regimen
that, In many Inatances erronosus
Iy, wias supposed to coniribute to
the auainment of thele ohjective

Prom this it would be easy to
ponclude that the staodards of
fominine boauty are esxtablislied by
the couturlers, but this Ia by no
moans A& complete answer lo our
question. They formulate the
standurds, but they do not esmalb
lish them. That Ix left to another
group, The pames of thoss who
composa It are not no well known.
In most instances, tholr names are
not known at all ontaide of thelr
own profession, but upon them
Inrgely depends the acceptance of
the standards, and that acceptance
{nvolves a queer quirk of peychol
ogy on the part of those for whom
the standardy sre evolved.

The Blg Parade

The soaps I & Fushlon Show
in sny large or medium-aizs city.
From bahind the drawn ecurtains

the atage comes the mound of

W aotes slrud T A plano

eTRit grouts,
or examining

T hitrry to thelr seats
| each eagor to gef ‘s elosd As pom
sible ta the stare or the runway
The ecurtalns part, A hush falls
apon the ase The f(ashion
parade, the event of the
show s aboaul to begin

As the manneguins appear, tarn.
Ing this way and that to exhibit
the fnery In which they are at
tired, the spoctators crane forwatd,
Ench woman In tha audlence s
Imagining herself In the place of
onn or another of the mannequlos
which most elosely resembles her
own type. There are muttered
"OU's!™ and "Ah's!™ of admiration.
Thers are whispers of erfticlam,
All through the avdlonce, women
are making mental notoa of tho
costumos in which they faney they
would appear to best advantage

They may not know it, but the
tenor of thelr montal notes Is In
fluenced as much by the mannequin
hersell as by the costume sho
wears, Lucy Park, style expert of
the Fashlon Coordinstion Bureau,
New York Clty, ts the authority for
this atatement, and Miss Park han
n comprobiensive background af
knowledge and experlence from
which to speak. Hor dotles involve
the selectlon and tralning of man-
noguing, the management of fash:
lon shows In all parts of the coun:
try, and style consultations with
manufacinrars, retallors and buyers

Paychology Entera In

“The efNectivennss of the most
lovely dresn or wrap can elther ba
helghtoned or marred by the man
noquin,' Misa Park says. “Her por
sonality, her polso, tor exprosaion,
her Ogure, and the way she carries
horsolf must blond with the con-
tume to form one harmonlous
whole, It s here that peychology
enters In, to play & declalve part:
to cooperate with the mannequin in
eatablishing new moden of dresa
snd even pew modes in physical
outlinex

“Beecaups the spectator subcon-
geiously puts hersal! In the manoe-
quin‘'s place. pbhe sees hersell cre-
ating the impressien which (ha

A mannequin's dressing room backstage, Just before the opening
of ong of the spring fashion shows In New York City.

manneqaln makes upon her. 1If the

total Impresslon is a favorahlo one,
{#ha la pracileally ecartaln to feel
that, clad In the sams costuma,

she would be equally attractive. So
she deocldea that upan her aext
shopplag excursion she will pur

| ehase that costume, or ano as much
[like it as whe can find, within

roach of her purse. \

“Put the mannequin bas been se-
lected with due regard for the fact
that sho must be of the type which
will snt off to best advantage the
contume she wears, Her curves or
Inck of them, the way her bhair is
done, hor somplexion or her make
up, have all_been given careful con
slderation. She Is fitted to the cos
tume as much as the costume I
Oited to her. If the purchaser ls
to look really well In the dress or
wrap, sho nlso must be Mited to
them, With the styles now de
manding eurves, the mannequln
will surely have them, and the pur
chaser must either possess them or
acquire them.

“In other words, the purchaser
munt make herself look as much
ke the mannequln as possible, and
the pressure In this direction Is &
tromendonnly powerful one. The
mannequing who appear in the
tashion shows, or others of thelr
profesalon, serve as living modols
In the exclusive shops along Filth
Avente and In the great department
atoyen. They pose for magazine
covers, for fashion Illustrations.
and for advertiners. They pone
also, for the wax and papler mache
figures upon which costumes are
displayed in ahop windows, In a
geore of different  directions,
through milllons upon milllons of
modla, they exert thelr subile In.
fluence in establishing the standard
of feminine beanty which the con
torlers have declded upon as the
ctrvent vogue."

Saoclal Register Recrults

The part played by the mannequln,
topather with the ineresslng atten:
Uon which women ars glving to
dress as an accompaniment to the
growth of cultara and sophistica
tlon in American lfe, have both
ralsed tha prettige of har prifes

Inl-m and placed a heavy reaponsl

bility upon those charged with her
selection and tralulng. Girls whose
names appear la the Soclal Regls-
ter and on the membershlp lists of
the Jonlor Leagus are taking up
the work with snihusizsm and find-
Ing 1t highly remunerative.

There are, according Lo Miss
Park, thres types of mannequing In
more or leas constant demand—the
American, the Svelte, and the Ul
tra-sophisticated, The Amerlcan
type bas & fresh, out-door look.
Nelther fat nor thin, nor exag-
goratodly athletle In appearance,
sho must be able to wear both
American  and Enagllsh  sports
clothes, Helen Wills 1s a good
example. Tho Svelte type has the
distinetly feminlne curves and
swoaying |jves demanded by the
more formal day-time clothes. The
Ultra-sophisticated type Is tall, and
also porsesaea the feminine curves
which are refuired for the cos-
tumes she usually wears—formal
afternpon attire, evening dresses
and negligees,

Diffioulties of Selection

A falrly constant supply of smarl
looking manneguins s  wsually
avallable in New York and the
other larger Amgrican citles, but
durlng the buslest seasons of the
year those charged with thelr se-
leglion for the varlous shows and
exhiblts are sometimes hard put
to it to And & suMclent number of
girla who exactly At thelr exacting
requirements. Within recent yeams,
the Parlslan coutarfers have been
asking for American glrls to dlsplay
the aperts clothes designed to at
tract Amsrican vialtors In Franse.

A

Establishing Standards of Beauty
American Miss a

Strange Quirk of Psychology Plays
Leading Part in Placing on Firm
Foundation New Styles in Both
Dress and Physical Contours
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Photograph by Bonney
Madelelna Vionnet, the famous French dresa designer who creates al! | are just off white.

of hor costumes on a dolklike model,

not seem to present many diffen!
tas. Mlas Park wont over ber list hinu.-ied in tha nowspaper by ons of
of avallable mannoquing ead finally | the smaller shops. There shie ae
eut 1t down to one hundred and |quires the sxperievce azd traluing
Out of thet one huno- [ which are sssentlal for sucecess b
d twentpive she had e |her profeskion. Her lates earaer, U
me oMalnlng the tam she [eha Lo piee
required. Part of har dlfMenlty wan Hee D3ty 100 Lo
dus e the fact that some of | }

Not long ago Miss Park was given
the task of organizing & group of
glrls to be taken to France for this

The girls must b typleally
Ameriean. That was the oblef re
quirement Tn tha largest Ameri
clty. snd one noted for its
women, such & requiremant

FPhotograph Ly Bopney
Paul Polret, dean of Parlslan eou

turlers, at the cpening of a Parls
faghion show.

girls were unwilllng or unable to
leave tha ecocuntry, but the greater
part of It was das to the scarcity
of typleal examples of Amarican
girlhood who also possessed the
other necessary qualifications.

Seme of the Qualifications

The quallfications differ with the
kind of zhow that s belng ar
ranged, the size of the room In
which It ls to ba staged, and with
the costumes or parts of costumes
that mre to be dlaplayed. Large
girla are required for the big showa,
for the small, petite type would be
lost in the huge ball rooms In which
they are customarily held. Bobbed
halr is stlll smart for the younger
and less sophisticated types, but
girls of practically all nges ngd
types appear to better advanotage
with long hale when in evening
gowns, The {deal mannequin,
therefore, shiottld have bobbed halr
that ean be arranged to look ux
though It were long. Red-headed
girls wanally make attractive man.
oequins buil they can only wear
eortaln colors, Ash-hlondes are In
great demand for evening gowna In
Ivory shades and other shades that

The girl who decides to be & man-
peguln usually does 80 lo response
1o & “Heolp Wanted™ pdvertissment

5, will probably take
axeiuaive shops,

1ent 1tares nad omt

on the road to visit eone affer
other the blg sbows both In
country asd sbroad

“A few girla sre natural,
mannequing,” Misy Park saya,
these are extremely rars. The
who would reach thas top of her
fesslon must possess soma d
instinet and she must have &
lae feellng for clothes, These
are probably inborn in the
of instances, but the other essem:
tials—a graceful walk, polse and
an sxpression that ls pelithér too
st nor an artificlal smirk—most
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mannequin's greatast popularity hay
been comparatively short, for from
six to elght years, but that period Is
steadlly longthening. Youthfulness
and the boylsh figure are ceasing to
be of predominant importance. In
Paris It s an axiom that & woman
cannot by well dressed untll she
reaches tha age of thirty-ive or
forty, for it Is not ontil then that
her figure and personality reach ma-
turlty. Besldes, tha oider woman
ugually has more money to spend
on her attire, and American women
in thelr lats thirtles and early for
ties aro paylng lncreasing attention
to the melection of their clothes,

“All of thls ia leading to » grow-
lng domand for manpequing with
the larger and more mature Ogure.
The dying eraze for exireme sline
ness, both among glrls and older
woman, will have anothar fortunate
offoct, alike wpon the mannequin
and the countless girls and women
who consclossly or uncousclonsly
mold themselves upon her. No
longer toreed to count every ealory,
with (he constant fear that an in-
croasa-of a fow pounds Ia welght
may mean a decrease in her earn.
Ing power, sho will ba able to sails
fy her normal appetita with the
foods shp needs o supply her with
the energy and staming damandad
by hor work. The samie freedom to
permit the davelopment of normal
curves will lnevitably be Induiged
in by that half of the population tor
whom she sets the carrent stanidasd
of beauty.”

While the mannaguin's ¢arcer ls
by no means & sioecure, it I3, ac
cording to Miss Park, one In which
n girl ean look torward Lo fincacial
Independence and even to modast
wealth. During the first téw yoars
she will probably reécelve from
eightean to thirtefive dollars &
wook., A» she gradoally soquires
tralning and experiance har remue
neration grows, [neomes of )
five and six thousand dollars &3
sequia averagss well over tan thog:
sand a year, and shs is 1o such de
mand thet her mervices must by ate
gaged far shead of time

her mecrotary.




