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.give for some prince, duke, lord or other

I

Hollywood's Beauties Are Not
Far Away. and Sociely Buds
In the City of the Angels
M ust Howd U p T heir Heads
And Oﬁ'er Good Compelition
For a P lace in the Public Eye

Virginia MacFatland . . . will celebrate her debut
with a trip to Furope.
(Maryland Studioa phote.)
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OCIETY!
S Most persoms m Los Angeles and its surrounding

towm would say, “What is it?" Because mariy bere
" tompnuh\-rlr unimportant.

Thete was a time when Los Angeles society ﬁom-
ished. It had itv recognized leaden, its own “four hundred,™
its own annual crop of debutantes. And its parties were looked
upon a1 outstanding events on the social calendar. Then the
movies came A and picked Hollywood as the center of the
motion picture industry.

With that the “royal four hundied™ were shoved roughly
where they have been ever since, while

into the background—whe
the spotlight of attention and fame beams cantinually upon the
celebrities of Almland.

Of course ll'tc California city still has ity crop of debutantes
who “come out” annually. But they are limited in number and
their coming-out parties in‘srest only their own set. The charm-
ing young things in Los Angeles can’t begin to compete with
their sisters in New York, Boston, Chicago or other eastern and
middle-westemn cities from the viewpoint of local standing. In
those cities coming-out parties are the highlights of the season’s
social functions and bundreds of thousands of dollars are ex-
pended to make them the talk of the town.

But east is cast and west is west—and the two just can't
be compared. In the cast, homes of 1l|r socially prominent fam-
ilies are pointed out with pride as places of interest to visitors.
Around Los Angeles it s different. The sotislly prominent
aren’t so prominent. It is the mansions of movie stars that

gelenos point out and that visitors want to see.

IND as for the social functions-—the most elaborate comia.-
out festival for a debutante does not compare wilh a
ordinary party that a movie star will give for a few Iricndl.
An entertainment Mary Picklord and Dou éhl Fairbanks may
uropean nobleman,
ar_overshadows anything the social elite have to offer.
too, there is the lack of public interest such as is
exhibited in high societ Iunl:l:uru in other cities. Readers of
sociaty pages in Los Kn:e pgﬁn aren’t interested in
parties given by the " four hunclrcd ey want to read about
ume big affair in Filmland,
in it i the gigantic film studios that have robbed south-
&nllhmu sociely of ptmihle recruits, Social buds from
umm cities who m here don't care to continue bew;
pretty society gitls nur do nothing but attend endless round
parties and alternoon teas. They want to do something—so
they tumn to |he movies, )
nor Patterson, dutu‘hm of one of Chicago's Ieadmu
families, came to Lod Angeles aboul two years .lg and imme-
diately signed a motion pichure contract, rol, known
in Chicago society as Evelyn Lederer, came lo Hollywood and
soon afterwards embarked upon a movie career that has made
her famous, And only recently Virginia Cherrill turned her
back u.pr:ln society to become Charlie Chaplin's leading lady.
Those are ﬁ a few intances. There are many others
which might be ma& In Los Angeles and its suburbs, in fact
&:mhnul southern California, the movies come fint and society

OWEVER, though they lack a recognized leader, the
small cirele of society folk in Los Angeles still eling to
the regulations laid down years ago—many of them

dating back to the old Spanish families who first settled the
southern part of California. Their daughters make their bows
into society at commg-out parties just as formally, if not as ex-
travagantly, as they do in other cities.

It is said that coming-out parties in many sections of the
country cost the fathers of the debutantes as much as $50,000.
In southern Cahlnrma one-third ol that sum is considered a
lot of money to spend on a single social event, But then not
a single one of l?\w Loy Angeles debutantes is rated as heir-
et 1o & fortune running into eight figures,

This season the gitls tame out as usual—after years of
pre aration in convents, ‘cxclusive finishing schools both here

m the east. And, for some, a trip through Europe. This

mn crop of debutantes is small, amazingly so when com-
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Thom.. . .
A rase in
named for her.

(Ray Huff Studios phnte,)

Alice McReynolds .

came oul al a dinner dance in

the Berkeley Square mansion of her parents.
(Curtls Biltmoere Studios photo.)

p.urd with the mamber in sther cities, weven in all mtnp-mmg the
entire group. And three of them reside in Pasadena, about 12
miles j\l\nl
Making out invitation lists for coming-out functions in Laos
Angeles is a compar: atively simple matter. Yet in some places
the gurs! rosier w the mot co rrlp.lcalrd of all matters pertaining
to the big events. No one must be invited who does not belong,
but neither can anyone be neglected who should receive an
invitalion,
n Los Angeles everybody in the *four lundred” knows
n:hc\lh everyone else so it s just a question of inviting frends.
llhcrc it no leader to dictate social procedure such as is done,
for example, by Miss Sarah E. Burmbam, who is looked upon
as the czar of Delroit society.

NOTHER great advantage of being a Los Angeles
debutante—even though little attention s given such a
social light—is the ease with which the man problem is
solved. A number of scions of wealthy ecastern families have
come west to make their way and of course they are welco
not 0n|y as dmnng partners for the young belles but also as
prospective husba

Then. too, the locml reguhtmm which govern the “four
hundred” are freer than they are in many other placn Conse-
quently the bars are down to young men who would be barred
from the social circles of some cities,

Any upnghl young man who comes from a good family, re-
gardless of s financial standing, is considered a fit companion
for the daughters of the social elite. And these heiresses-to-be
often have preferred these poorer men to the youths of their
own set when it came time 1o take their marriage vows.

Such recognition being given to the work-a-day men is, no
doubt, due partly to the fuct that many of the men now lhisted
in the social blue book were penniless when they Arat struck
Los Angeles. Men who, by hard work and some luck, have
amamed sizable fortunes. You do not have to be bom into
Los Angeles society. In fact, few persons are bomn into any-
thing in this clly—thry all come here from some other place.
The social register is always open to the person who deserves
a place and has the proper financial standing—unless that per-
son _be in the motion picture industry,

Then was a great furor nmuu-d in Lm Angeles a few years
ago when the editor of the “blue book™ announced that she
would exclude the names of all film people. The screen folk
themselves, having never mingled much in society principaily be-
cause they preferred their own crowd, were not estly worried
about the egm. But out of it has come a visicn between
the movie colony and so-called society.

One of the most exclusive country clubs in Pasadena has
even gone #o far as to exclude mation picture persons from ity
memberthip, That rule has been in effect for yoars and there
is little chance of it ever heing repealed,

ND now let's got down to a few of the coming-out affairs—
all of them parties that were talked about months before-
hand and will be discuss rd for some months 1o come by

the small circle called “society.’
The highlight of the entire yroup of events was the elaborate
dance at which Mr. and Mrs, Fred C, Faitbanks, of Fairbanks
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(Boye photo,)

scale fame, introduced their daughter, Camelia, into the social
ranks. Miss Fairbanks, by the way, is a granddaughter of the
late Charles W. Fairbanks who was vice president of the
United States during Theodore Roosevelt's second term from
1905 to 1909,

More than 200 attended the reception for Miss Fair-

hnnlu. which was beld at one of the city's most exclusive country
bs. Several thousand dollars was spent for decorations alone
for this party, but when the job was finished the ballroom was
declared the most beautiful it has ever been. A few more thou-
sands went for the full-course dinner which was served. An-
other thousand was expended for the Pacific coast's best or-
chestra, which played the latest “hits™ until the wee small hours
of I]\e morning. .

‘hen, of course, there were the highly expensive engraved
invitations and numercus other items. All in all, Cornelin’s
father must have felt a bit dizzy when the whole affair was
over and he commen:rcl chec _up, the bills.

But dizzy though the elder airbanks may have been, his
daughter was not a bit behind I!u'n when the last guest departed
and she went home to take off her very expenave new parly
gown. For weeks preparations were being made for her coming
out. This thing and that Ilnn—g had to be done until by the
tnne lhe rals mrt:d to arrive Miss Fmbanh was on the

And then dn had to stand

he fnmully wnduwd to people whom she had known
mcre or less intimately for years,

In addition there was an endless round of afternoon teas,

m and social some of which wert
enjoya some boresome, but all of which required a
of time. And not only Comelia Fairbanks but all of the othcr
debutantes were to suffer through the same procedure.

RI'SI?NE I:EMBREEE TH?&L one of Los Angel les”
a realtor—w gives prominence in a large
elmm:lnce California real estate men are thicker than eans
in a cornfield—must have had to sell a good many lols to pay
the expenses of [nuu:lun. his daughter, Rwenn into society.

Thom's pet hobby ia raiting roses and his beautiful estate
is covered with practically every conceivable species of them.
Hundreds of these flowers were used in decorating the fashe
ionable \Vll_lnrc Country Club for Miss Rowena's coming-out
party, with Rowena roses—a new species named for her—
pre nrmnll:m

The lﬂ'iur itself rivaled that of Miss Fairbanks for elaborate-

(Copyright, 1825, NEA Magasine—~Printed in U, 8 A)
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Elsie Jane Myrick. . . . Lait to come oul, she was
launched in a blaze of glorp.
(Curtis Biltmore Studlos photo.)

Sazarme
Shptmu.u
is nolable for
her delicate

beauty.

(Ray Huft Studios
photo.)

It is estimated that nesrly $100,000 was spent by fond
rents to give their da fitting introductions to the “four
undred" lﬂs season in Angeles alone,

Dr. and Mrs, Robert Phillips M:Reymut formally intro-
duced their daughter, Alice, into lfmwuhmwli
a much-talked-of dinner dance in tll.:t-gﬂhlqm mansion.

The Wilshire deudmckahyChh.hnmnuh
the favorite places for coming-out parties during the last few
yei:!rl but snme of the families llﬂl prefer to stage the affairs
m lyer ﬂw“

Dr. McReynolds, in addition to being a physician of cc3-
siderable note, it president and treasurer of Coulter's st h
Los Angeles. He married Frances Coulter, daughter o
store’s founder and herself a Los Angeles debutante a |tn-

eration ago.

N INTERESTING sidelight to this year's debutantes is
the fact that mothers of three of lbem—--lbc Misses Thom,

Stephens and® McReynolds—made their bows into mnm
hmlhub::;ydu lhalmmnlmnhmqn.hnd
av t
Mr. mdeHug&M.MaFadadhlpadhm
game along when introduced their daughters, Virginia and
lamu-.mluthem cirele at a buge and party a short

3

In celebration of their daughters’
enhm ?ﬂmaly‘:-i'l:f:o: ru: for an extended hwo’ Europe.
Louise, who is an ardent tennis follower and considered one of
the best !mmphymm?mdeu.upmlbmh

several tournaments at
Complehu&wbﬂoldlbmnmarthumﬁ&

last one to have he rrkr“’hﬂunimmof

daughter of Nurhaniel
the Conswlidated Pipe Cn

Elsie Jane's “hig event” may have been the last of the season
but it was b, no meam the least. Nothing was spared to nl.h
it a success and oung gitl was introduced amid a blaze of
ulnr}:l extm\ngm! ¥ avors for the guests and beautiful sur-
Touncings.

And now that Los Angeles' buds have come out, what are
they going to do? Marry. pmhnblr. and until then keep in the
game of wclel)r as it iy pllR: in the w whose social glory is
eclipsed by the glamor of

.
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