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Here Rel;ues Some ngic and Comic
Narrow Escapes Experience;d on 1 our

With the Shrewd /Wystics Who Feed

" Answers From H eaven” lo Quc.s{mners
Crazy for a Glimpse of the Fuure -
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"GENTLEMEN OF THE PRESS
[MJusT A PLAN
AMERICAN

Many women mede fools of
themueloes over “the gifted
" o o« professed to find
a “soul male” in him, fol-
lowed him from town to touwn.

“One of cach" the mystic replied . and the

pext momning we were amazed to lean that the

nwin's wife hod really rlr‘-"l.'"; Jam with twins
- boy and @ }!II'I'.

tures 1o the employes of business firma and a half 5
hour's spiel brought us fifty dollar. :
So strong & hold did the mystic have on a eertuin
clement of the Denver public that he was invited to
wenk at one of their churches .
The minister of this church, finding it necetary
; to be absent from his pulpit for a time, asked the -
‘-'.'.- myshe 1o walch over his Aock while he was away. i
= And for three Sundays. my bow held the pulpit and =
i = taveht in the Sunday school, _ - =
! = Ihe many frends that the medivm made in Den-
| 53 = ver believed in him so tharoughly that they planned
| r E to buy him an abandoned mining town whete he
! l = could estabilish a colony and impart his great wisdom
. E to others, . =
= It 1s hard 1o imagine what sart of enlt would have —
2ty » g grown out of this scheme had not complication from =
'Es ! - sources outride the city moved the mystic to pull up .
| - stakes and be on his way. —
i g Once my employer forgot he \\'a; ‘an r"f:{““r n:fl =
3 = a great teacher with a muwion in life and drove his =
! = automohile off the hi\ghw.n'e while lultnllm b!ri--ﬁ:i =
: = When he recovered from his inpures he explain =
= that he u.‘il lrlimlrd"hr the hl-.\dllidllh niI a!rm!hrr car =
j = and hus Followens, all sympathy, beheved him. [
i E ‘N Kamas City we pulled a similaf stunt by found- g Y
5 ing the “College of Scientific Living,” which =
=, ) fourished for a time and. | suppose, petered out .
when the persussive and elever head of the matio-
Ey tion checked out for greener fields of endeavor.
Hi In Buflalo, New York, the mystic founded no
) Fﬁ institution of his own but lrmpnr'tuly borrowed
I I ¢ We were puttn
would suggest to these that Buffale Udiversity, so to mpeak. v %
1 I-~ dﬂnwﬁmﬂ:mﬁ m!tuh’ms in his venture " on our nct in a local 1hr.!Err and, _nm]hl al'h-;i milllhl‘: Al
l by "".'ﬂ“' sealed questions during our act, or 'm‘.l, con- ood the clerk on the desk announced that Mr, ———, the The written questions the women hadd put in a box as they nnum‘;lelnl_ he held the chair of psychology at the local institu-
Y on their queries: then the mystic would do bis stuff. gang leader the medium had accused, was calling. We pleaded came into the theater were smeaked backetage, and | hid Hon OEmarHing s Unele © led i
The ol man gave us a list of his hoped-for customers in the ; : : lork'to “sad.  Belihd the H4E i the Gkstion: aned ' Whicns: thai 1o Shortly, a representative af Lincle Sam called on us, for
] & . . with the mystic not to sce him, but he told the clerk to i curtain to ope | 0 a per them to the 4 1 I had taken } 'k
| I town so that we knew their names and their financial status him up.” medium through the “peep hole™ while he “concentrated” many of the medium's gullible believers had taken him at his
before we arrived. P - - e e . word and swamped the univeruty with lefters comtaining ques~
2 - 2 To our swprise, he was a charming man. He nodded to us  and supposedly pulled “mersages from heaven™ out of thin air.
3 During our stay in the community we many 8 balf- g 110 the mystic, “Hello,” he said. “You have a lot paper crackled when | opened the questions and my 5ot and money. . ey
> wld investor in oil that “the investment he was coatemplating ;f nerve, ha\‘:n'tey::lr? .\‘my I sit down?" voice was pitched so high thint (those in-the  front. rows muist The mystic immediately zeveeed hin eelf-made connection with
S :....a destined to succeed.”, and many deals were clowed—to  Ascured that be might, be bt a cigaret and went on talking.  have heard the whispers. Then I whispered o e the mpte Bikiic Usiuay S Bl 100110 6 gt e ¢
a profit o promoter o mystic. 1 *“] didnt send you any of those notes; some of the cthers who couldn’t hear me and he had an awkward time of it until [ kit Sty g A& IOSan Seill . ~
‘ ! Later the promoter presented an d'h"l“’ scheme whereby o "igid did. And you ean't do me any harm because 1 on just the right pitch. Somebow we Jmt through the act. , On orie occasion when we were F\I,‘?V'““ Niagara Falls, New
| ! rwﬂ ;l:l.? too risky and duw.bhminm the was acquitted, 1 just dropped in to correct a few errors you Mﬂintﬁubiot wlf;mrn w]rlre. I found, as unpleasant .; they York, :;iuae of the boys n1'|r1[|=ll:ng !.Hm.a (ﬂ!"egr l:fl out de-
. - made in your version of the gang troubles here.” were profitable. Practically every woman present would put terminedly to prove we were fakers. They made such a rumpus
. arrangement. He stayed and talked uniil it was time for us to take an  questions to the medium and buy a book on mind-reading for  in the theater that pelice were called in, and with these officers
I i hm‘mﬂ‘w“hw I'hlll the gentleman i'ldw? idea early moming train, to which he d:lm us in his automobile. 1 50 :ﬂ;u l:gtnzl.ue it tnritlcd]dlm lol ask drhr mystic a &Iursl;nn .\1r.:l the _mullrnh uu]rh- alert for tickery we were unable to work
. methods, OFEE  pever could decide whether he did that to protect us, or be- ivately, e women would wrestle and push and pull in the  the act in the usual way. : y :
M him put acioss. - ; cause he admired the mystic’s courage. ’ E:Izup und often we would still be answering their questions We had managed to get the written questions of the .-u-:hrn.u
This racket has, I H?ﬂ. been worked of the promoter s when it was time for the evening perlormance, cut of the }s.’-‘_ atl the entrance f‘-l !he theater bae L_-.'..m,e. although
of this or that El'!_le going l"lﬂd_nf the show Iﬂd iming up FIERE were many times that | thought our bag of tricks wn, log, women make terrible fools of themselves over ose of our assitants was waylaid in the alley leading 19 the Mage ‘
prospects for the nnﬂ m.da o ﬁ_n_nb selling during SRR was going to be exposed, but | never was so embarrased “a gifted one,” finding him a romantic figure. If some hus- eritrance and N!rtlircf. to learp if be was toting the audience’s :
f of hﬂaﬂa? in a string of‘:m and towns. B';Elléu“un- as at a m‘limmae up mostly of newspapermen. 1 was 'Fi;nd; ilnrrr I;iw their spoures ll:-hm-»_ in the presence of n mystic -:u-!:.i- F’ ..‘]'I: I:l_(;:lr medium, ol _ ’
“ ‘* W{‘Mﬂv promoter rakes in .0 ars fraid to ﬂl‘l:rld. there was no way oul nf the e'ru.agn-:tl.l, y' jock them wp when such a prmon comes to town. 1At l:_r '..':II?I"[}' queshnng tha 1 mystic was prepaned
and the medium gets hiy percentage with none of the victims ::Tmnt. vowing 1o engage in conversation with no one. Numerotn women professed to find & “soul mate’] in the o anssser hidden in the sash of my eostume and camie near never
being any the wiser. 1 was a target for a barrage of questions: How did | happen medium for whom I worked, and several of them all but put us  reaching the stage with them, after some of the boys grabbed at
- to get in the mind-reading racket? Was I psychic, gifted,  out of business by following us from town to town §'just to ba me a8 I ran down the aisle. I slipped through their ||-u‘wh and
RECALL another adventure that gave me po amwemenl ool 5 student of the mysterious sciences of the east, particu-  near him. placed the suppored questions of the audience !P"T a tahle—but
until we were safely out of the Cwaclm town where it lasly tuned, mentally, to mystic? Some ol these cases were pitiful becawse the loveaick anes bow to get the real questions off the stage | didn't know.,
happened. Gulllllv:ﬂ!d htl! Iﬂ'mrual:d plgu _b!“ll'lg éefm‘e 1 knew what was happening to me, I was in up to my were ;i.’rlcme in their feelings, but most of them were embarrass- 1'{(__Tur Irt.-ur In.\n ;-,-_Irr m;'r:l thie (].w'lvly quistly and T”rtly »
L *‘“'ﬂ activities, courts acquitea a neck and no match I'ar gtnlh:m uf the preas n their ina L] :xneptuiing. taking the real quedions Trom me as Ay on my couch nm.l
ﬁ brought to trial. X seemingly good-natured third degree. the backdiop. Our underhunded manner of reading people’s
. mystic, always alert to ways of ma his act sensa- In n?’exdiml I blurted cut the truth that m le were OME cities are more receptive than oihers to the bunk that thatights wese ot exposed. but we left Ningara Fally next morn-
. y y peop s are ~ .
tional, announced that he would name the hard-boiled disturbers plain Americans and that one of my grandfathers was a min- ™) fake mystics dispense, Denver was once such a city,. We 98 with great sighs of relief,
of h_puee on Saturday , at the end of his week's appeare  [io0 of (he gospel.  To stall off other cmlunnlins questions | id our stufl their several times and the act went cver so ok - !
ance in the town. : added: “but | turned Mohammedan and am studying Hindu  big that the medium decided to give the place more of his at- NE of the most tragie consequences of our phoney demon- =
FRRiaR i mask los sicvivad sevecs) notes wam-  philosophy.™ Then | amilingly. added that | was in league with tention. dtrations of piychic power can be read in a letter 1 vl =
ing him that lﬂﬂ!hﬁizl Tﬂﬁﬂ‘ﬁeﬂm}d thlspfl" to him if I‘i the Yogis and tluli they'd better beware. kid of Ar;:;'inlg liu;re one spring morning, we took a suite of rooms had hate in my posession. It is from o girl 1o a mother she =
went through wit % awrs y told his audiences o They thought I was trying to be funny and laid off me to  at a hotel and set up a sort of “Institute of the Oceult’ 1 ind never seen, : . =
3 these threats and continued to announce would expose query the mystic 4 of lb:mpmy. The day  which believers fAocked, | This letter reads in part: “Dedrest Mother—I know just =
: 'Ilntglilly ones. was saved so far as | was o We egged the customers on with an opening series of free  how surprized you are to receive this letter from your linle girl =
. Saturday night the theater was packed to the dl):;l and Another uncomfortable moment if career as a partner-  lectures, and were soon conducting afternoon and evening  You gave away I8 long years ago, . ., | have tried so long to B
i we who were part of the medium’s company were scared stiff. 1 Lokum came during a special tation of our mind-reading’  classes, 80 great was the interest in our doings. find ruu and at Jast such a grand person related all to me v =
i The report had been circulated that there might be shoot act in a large city in Idaho. Iﬂ show was put on in the fore- Classes were held in psycho-analysls, occultism, scientific live  #nd I am leoking anxiouly for an answer from you, , . . =
Hl !llel mim talked too plainly, and uniformed officers tnoon—a ial morning per- ing, reincarnation, even sales- That gidl, secking a mother's love and believing absolutely in =
the theater. formance designed to attract manship and diet, and we  the mystic, traveled 25 miles n day for several days to consult =

company quit, and when the curtain

mmni'“&mfﬁm'hh mul,ﬂ'!utwakuewlbe
‘was goin an.

B0 A o theogh with i, giving b version of the érimiaa)

vitey and naming the leader of the gang, one of the suspects
0 ook bad asaind, e o ol e e

During the part of the act when members of the audience
coming up on the stage to have the mystic answer ques-

prit moﬁan dl::dl at the Iud'mgbel:l the
saye eyes or tough aclers on
vﬁﬁm hgm nothing hap:pmed. o

it night when we went to dinner an officer went along
with us saw us safely to our hotel.

o Late that night the telephone in the mystic's room rang

- ﬂillilnmnmum’mmmmnunmlllllllulmlmItllllllllllllllll"'
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women.

But someone had neglected
to call the theater staff, and no
stagehands  were present o
handle the curtain and set the
stage, 0 we found it would be
impossible to use our ordinary
methods of deception,

In trying to decide what to
do about it, we took so much
time that the audience gol very
impatient and we rang up the
curtain  determined to try a
nervy scheme.

stayed there several months, 10
ample ' was the revenue from
wr “school.”
In addition to our lectures
ind clases, we gave private
eadings, private instruction for
ackward  pupils, dashed off
horoscopes and sold many vol-
umes on which there was a
handsome profit. Some of these
1ooks cost us o dollar and a ball
and were sold at five dollars
and, on occasion, ten dollars.
We also gave special lec-
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him.  Needless to say, she never got a reply 10 that lener, for
it had been sent to one of the girls who once worked in our com-
pany.  She sent it back to me.

Sometimes, however, the mystic's mouthipgs did not 1w om
10 tragically. Once, during our appearance in Saskatchewan, a
man in the audience asked the question: “Will it be a boy or
a girl?" and to get a laugh the mystic replied: "One of each,”
The next morning we were amazed to learn that the man's
wife had presented him with twins—a boy and a giell [t is
such lucky breaks as this, that made followers for the mystic,
tuined skoptics into believers.

having seen from the inside how flimsy mot of the
traveling medium's repertory of tricks arerd wonder that there
are 5o many believers and so few skeptics,
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