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TUESDAY, JANUARY 22; 1929
Mr. Budd Speaks

ALPH BUDD, wpresident of the Great Northern Rail-

road, is quoted in San Francisco papers, as denving
any plan of extending his railroad south from Klamath
Falls to connect with the Western Pacific at or near Pax-
ton, Calif, In fact, the famous rail exccutive went so far
a8 to say that he doubted if the matter had ever been con-
sidered by hig board of direcors.

It wounld be presumptious, on the part of this news-
paper, to do otherwise than accept the denial at its face
value; we have too high a regard for Mr. Budd’s veracity.

Yet, denial or no denial, there are certain facts sur-|
rounding the Soutk Central Oregon and Northern Califor-
nia railroad situation which makes one believe that the
day is coming—and not far distant—when the Great
Northern will hava aceess to the California freight plum
—but that does not mean construction, necessarily.

Review the money expended in building inte Klamath,
and then consider the available return in tonnage from
this territory, Was a £110,000 passenger station—far
bigrger and better *han the Sauthern Puacific station—con-
sricted just for jassenger service between Rend and
Kilamath Falls? Was a railroad yard site five times
larger than present use requires, bought just for a pas-
time? Is James J. Hill's great objective—that of building
soith from Bend into California where his groat enemy,
Harriman, held sway—to be sluffed off when the Great
Northern is knocking at the entrance door of the Golden'|
State?

If such is the case, we must admit profound qurnrum
coupled with a conviction that the original plans of the.
Great Northern railroad have been changed since the
extension to Klamath Falls was completed. The rnonéyl
invested, the high type of -officials installed here, the |

possible alignment with Arthur Curtiss James, and— .yacutive secretary, was reauest-|

more than anything else—the big revenue from increased
tonnage, led us to believe that a southward cxtension !
was inevitable,

“"Mr. Budd answered the newspapérmen’s ques.|
tions but these questions did not probe deeply enough.!

In other words, it may be true that the Great Northern °

will not huild into Oalifornia, it is there any réason why

the Western Pacific—propelled by the great Arthur Cur- |
tisg who is also the largest single stockholder in the Gr eat |
Northern—should not extend morthward te Klamath

Falls to meet the Great Northern?

What difference does it make? The same purpose
will be served. The Northern line will turn over its
traffic bound for the south to the Western Pacific in
Kldmath Falls; and the Western Pacific will give its
northbound tormage fo the Great Northern for distri-|
bution.

Mr. Budd is a smart man. He dizsarmed newspaper
reporters by frank answers and. we believe, blew out a
thick enough smoke gcreen to cover the real object which
is being considerad at this time.

Perhaps we ;m?n‘t dollar chasers, but the relative of
importance of a preacher depends on the number of local | =————
citizens who earns us much as he does.

- But what does it profit 2 man to work himself to|
death to keep up insurnnce that will eare for his famnl,, !
only half as well as he can”

|

Every town has af least one man who never-seems to|

work, but always has a diamond ring in his pocket to|
sell at a bargain,

The New York~r who scorns yokels iz the one who is
eager to let you know he has developed since coming to
town,

" If he scolds about the parrow-minded people in his
town, ask him If his wife knows about the other woman,
too.

Americanism: Neglecfing and abusing the motor; |
worrying about a serateh on the fendeér because it shows. g

You needn't ke a fundamentalist to believe an aﬂs
talked in bible times—not if you have a radio.

You can recognize the farm belt. It hasn't been

let out & couple of notches,
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