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The Uses Of Science
ROFESSOR HARRY ELMER BARNES of Smith Col-
lege, addressing the American Associatiin for the Ad-
vanvement of Seienve, declares that mun, instead of be-
“ing the lord of 41! evestion; ig only a “temporary chemieal
episode’” on an insignificant planet which he desceribed
ag n “celestial juvenile and cosmic dwarf.”

This, says Professor Barnes, clearly proved by
mogern science, and because of it we must furnish our-
selves with an entively new conception of God

This soundt a trifle depressing to those of us who
still cling to the nld-fashioned notions about souls, im
mortality and o on. However, it is only fair to peint
out that science hasn't proved anywhere near us much
s Professor Birnes seems to think it hae. What he is
giving us is not the har. -and-fast conclusions of modern
Boience,. but his own opinions,

il Every so often some man of learning surveys
faets and theoriezs which science has produced, draws
his own conclusions, and announces these conclusions to
the world as facts, There is an intolerance and a dog-
matism to it as unpleasant as the intolerance and dog-
matism of the medieval theology which the scientists
g6 abhor.

. For instance: Barnes
mind & new conception of man: therefore he demands
& new conception of God. Who needs it? Saurely not
these of us who fail 1o see eve to eéye with him on his
new conception of man. And if he iz correct, why should |
any “temporary chemical episode” need any conception
of!God at ali?

His little speech is valunble, howaver.
aptly the double-edge nature of that keen. glistening tool
called science. For science, while it iz making us rich
and free; and is preparing us for the larger life to an
extent that would not have been dreamed possible o few
decades ago, Iz also quite eapable of cutting out of life
some of its highest values, and leaving us far worse ofT
than we were before.

If, jost at the moment when it is releasing us from
countless old shackles and launching us on a new golden
age, science should convinee vs that we are mere ac-
gidents of cosmic chemistry, devoid of souls and doomad
1o an eternal death after a few brief years of sctivity—-
then we should not he bheginning 2 golden age, hut an
age of great darkness.

Luckily, however, science isn’t doing anything of the
dind. It is presenting us with a tremendous variety of
new facts, and to date no one has come forward big
enough and far-sighted enough to harmonize and inter-
pret them for us properly. Eventually the poet of the
new day will arise, just as it has slways happened be-
Iqro. Meanwhile, it might be well to bear in mind that
there is8 vast difference hetween the established conclus-
ions off seience and the idens of individual profeasors.

Short Words

NGLISH is rapidly discarding its long words and be-
coming a language of monosyllables, according to
Prof. Otto Jespersen of Denmark.
British savants, following the national custom of
ming every new development on America, say that
Mavbe it if =0, we pught to be proud

is

the

Professor has evolved in His

It illustrates

.

b
it's our fault.
of it.

Short words moke lnnguage a flexible, easily mast-
ered instrument. Consider zome of the jaw-wrenchers
that other lunguages contain. In Finland, for instance,
& roofpaper tar company has to advertise itself as =
t“huopaparperitervakattotervateldasosokeyvhtio.” In Dan-

155

" ish the old-age pension law is “varemaerkeindregistre-
j rengslontrolkalerne.’” “Highness," in Russian, is “‘vysako-
! prevoskhoditelstwo.”  The abstinence movement in Po-

S Iand is “‘wstrzemiozliwosc.™”
. : H we are tending more and more to one-svilable
Ul words, we may be very glad of it

Wa are good people; and though zil ghould hecome
gtooked and depraved, we'll pavse av intervals and gain
self-respect by giving three choors for virtue,

Correct this sentence: “He likes to argue,” said the

“gossip, “but he depends on logic alone and never in-
timntex that his opponont is an idior”
f Unele SBam weeds lorge cruisers that can range far
i without ecoaling. You see, most of Wall Street’s loans
: '_arr made to lands far awny
] ~
I' If Big Businest should control all contributory in-
) custry, why don't the beotloggrers braneh out as mort-
. felans.

either, if he eould
i and down Main

Modern youth wouldn't he wild,
get a theill by racing n bugey
stroot.

I horse

; Another good inteligence test ix the choice between
4 $30 white-collur job and a $75 overnll job,
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