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DE - BUNKING E. J. MURRAY
By Burrell Short

Buried in tho heart of the article, I find some personal reflections
on my conduct of county affairs, particularly, the handling of county
money, and I don't intend to let this gentleman, now of Coos Bay,
get away with these statements.

I don't know if Murray intended to charge me with official
misconduct. I would not be surprised, if that was his intention, as
he is a character assasnin, by nature.

Many's the better man than Murray, who had lo submit to his
unbridled abuse, when Murray ran a paper here, the friends of
Judge Leavitt will not soon forget the contemptible nature of the
attacks Murray made on the Judge, when the la Iter's recall was
attempted.

The host of friends Lloyd Low has, remember -- how Murray
hounded Lloyd out after his first term of office. Further back, the
o'd timers recall Murray's unjust crucifixion of Alva Lewis.

But, Judge Leavitt is apparently as strong in the esteem of bis
many friends, as ever, despite Murray's attacks. The Judge still
resides in Klamath Falls while Murray has folded his tent and gone
to other parts. And 1 note that Lloyd Low's many friends gave him
their party nomination again this spring, as an expression of their
continued friendship and confidence, while I doubt if there is a single
man in Klamath county that Murray can call by the magic name,
"Friend."

And now Mr. Murray, you have come back to crucify Fred Cofer
and me and perhaps others, yet to be named, for refusing to bow to
your yoke.

I have no doubt that you have held back, for the closing days of
the campaign, vicious and libelous matter to be directed against
both Cofer and me, which you will print when it is too late to be
answered. That was always your style.

For my part, I challenge you to open the vials of your hate
and wrath. I only warn my friends of what to expect. My life in
Klamath county is an open book, I gladly submit it for comparison
with yours. I have lived my life here, raised my children here, seen
them grow up, and be married here, supported them at the graves
of their loved ones, and 1 hope to die here.

What have you to say for yourself in comparison, except that
you made a fortune here, out of the heartaches you caused your
fellowmen, and out of the tears shed by women and children, behind
the closed doors of the homes you singled out for attacks conceived
by your vicious mentality. You made a fortune that's all and then
you sought greener pastures. '

But not so green as you thought, for when you got to Coos Bay
you doubted if you had made a good move by going there, and you
reflected on the fat days that you had had in Klamath Falls, which
brings me to the reason of why you are attacking me now, the reason
I promised to give, at the opening of this article.

THE REASON
You want to drive me out of office if you can, because I have

kept your long arm out of the five hundred thousand dollar road fund,
voted by the people of Klamath County,

You were long interested in sand and gravel in this county, and
1 have been told, and believe it to be true, that you are now interested
with certain road contractors, who have been making every effort to
get road contracts on terms, that would allow them an unconscionable
profit. I have stopped this raid on the treasury, and in so doing, have
thwarted you.

You have made big money out of the newspaper business. You
are a rich man now. You own the Murray building of Eighth street,
you own the new building on Main street, where the Woolworth store '

is going in. You have a big interest in the Central hotel and you have
a great deal of other property and assets.

I think you did very well in Klamath Falls, but it spoiled you
for Coos Bay, or any other place, which has only a moderate growth,
for when you got over to Coos Bay, among the crabs and clams, and
looked back across the hills, that shut you off from Klamath Falls,
and when you read of the millions, that were being- - spent here in

public improvements, on nrcount of this town's phenomenal growth,
you wondered if you had not sold your newspaper too soon. The
fleshpots of Egypt got into your nostrils. Pickings have not been so
good on Coos Bay and three hundred miles is not too far for you to
scent something ripe and juicy. .

'

So, you decided, in the delusion nf your importance, that you
could still keep your interests in Coos Bay, and that you could also,
occasionally return to Klamath Falls and get some more "easy money."

Well, Mr. Murray. I make a pledge now
My pledge is, that, if as I expect to be, I will keep

vzzzrzzrzi-z- z

L. J. Murray, former cdilor of The Herald, has gone out of his
way to attack mo once more, in an ad. in this paper, which forces me
to keep my promise, lo inform the public of the real reason for Mur-

ray's opposition lo me, as County Commissioner.
Murray stated in his first ad. that he was opposing me, because

I had raised Ihe timber cruise in the county too high, for taxation
purposes. I answered, that timber taxation was only a sham reason
with Murray. I pointed out, that Murray had never been friendly to
the timber interests, when he lived here, and I also pointed out, that
Murray was running ads. against Fred Cofer for Mayor, because Fred
had favored the tintbermnn, while he was running ads against me, be-

cause I had not favored tho timbermen.
I warned Murray to bo careful, that he might lose his whole

ticket, if he tried to beat too many men. I have learned since that
Murray will probably come out before election day against some other
candidates, so Cofer and I won't need to feel so lonesome.

Now, I am not going to let Murray get me into an argument with
the lumbermen. A number of them are good friends of mine, and I

have had chance in the past to do them many favors. Murray would
like to get me and the timbermen to saying things about each other,
that would be hard to forget. But, we will not do that, because the
lumbermen and I have our homes, and property, and business here,
and we are going to have to live together, and get along together,
long after this campaign is ended, while Murray will slip out, the day
before election, to go back to Coos Bay to vote, and that will be all
we will hear from him, until the next election, or until he wants
something else from somebody over here, as I will explain later.

But I would like to point out briefly the bunk in Murray's argu-
ment against th timber cruise. Murray tries to make two points, and

' they are both Simon-pur- e bunk, as everyone will now see.
Murray says, First, that I ahould not have voted for the money

to make the recruise, because the same result could have been ac-

complished by simply raising the assessment ten cents per thousand
on timber.

Now, everybody knows that the County Commissioner has noth-
ing to do with assessments. That is all in the hands of County
Assessor Lee, and, since he wouldn't raise the assessment to a point,
which the county court thought was fair, considering the low cruise
on which-th- assessment was based, the only thing left to do, was to

sk for a new cruise, so that the exact millions of feet of timber
rould be put on the tax roll and fairly assessed, before too much
of it was cut off, and removed frpm the county.

And that is exactly what I, and the other members of the county
court did, with the result that $1,500,000 was added to the tax roll and
a reduction, to that extent, made possible, in favor of the business
men, the homeowners, the farmers and the stockmen of the county,
who previously had been paying more than their share of the taxes,
at least to that amount.

And, mind you, in that action, I was joined by the unanimous vote
of two county courts. Former County Judge Bunnell voted for the
rruise, former Commissioner Charles Martin, a leading business man
of Klamath Falls, voted for it, the present County Judge Coddard
voted for it, and Commissioner Horace Dunlap voted for it. So, if I

was wrong, in asking for fair taxation of the timber of the county,
all of these other county court members were wrong also.

Point Number Two in Murray's article is, that if the timber had
to be cruised, why did I not accept the eight cent bid?

Now, the eight cent bid was made by the timbermen, and if
Murray 1iadn't(put his name to such a question, 1 could hardly be-

lieve that he wrote it, for, whatever else might be said about Mur-

ray, when ho lived here, he was bright then.
Let the timbermen cruise their own timber! What a proposal

from this self confessed expert on tax matters.
Let the timbermen cruise their own timber! Why not let the

railroads levy their own taxes and the power company make its
own assessment ?

Did anybody ever suggent, that it would be all right for the
farmers and other small taxpayers to determine their own taxes?

Well, you must say this about King Edward. When he comes to
His Provinces, to give out the laws, he takes no half way measures.
When he regulates timber taxation, he puts it in the hands of the
timber men themselves.

We can only laugh off the remedy of this tax dotlor from Coos
Bay. We can do nothing else. In t harily, I ran only imagine, that

. the plan to have the timbermen make their own cruise for taxation
purposes was conceived in a brain that finds taxation questions
extremely difficult, even the simplest kind.

But, I do not intend to dismiss Murray's article with only a laugh.

you as far from the treasury' of Klamath county, as Coos Bay is from
Klamath Falls, and 1 have no doubt if Fred Cofer is elected, ho' will
also see that you are driven from the public crib of Klamath Falls.

I could easily answer the questions you ask about the timber
cruise, but its pretty thoroughly demonstrated by now, that the tim-
ber cruise was only the excuse for you to make a personal attack
on me.

One point alone, is sufficient answer to all you say about the
cruise. Out of five hundred thousand acres cruised in the county, you
picked out, in your first ad. one timber claim and said it had been
cruised at 3,000,000 feet, whereas a check showed only 300,000 feet.
In your second article, you apologized for this as a misstatement.
You said the figures should have been 1,725,000 feet, for the cruise
of the claim and 550,000 feet shown by the recheck.

This inaccuracy and wobbling concerning the cruise shows that
you simply don't know what you are talking about on that subject.
Somebody has handed you some figures, and you are using them
blindly.

Even if your figures had been right, picking out 160 acres for
criticism out of a total of five hundred thousand acres would brand
you as an unfair man, if everybody did not already know about you.
To end the discussion about the cruise: County Assessor Lee bitterly
opposed the cruise at all times, but he agreed in the Spring of this
year, that, if a recheck of three sections, to be picked out, one by
each member of the county court showed the cruise to be correct, he
would put the cruise on the tax roll this year.

What did the recheck show? The cruise to be so deadly accurate,
that Lee, and my associates on the County Court, called the recheck
off, before it was finished, and Lee immediately put the cruise on
the tax rolls, with the result, as I have stated before, that a million
and a half dollars of new values were added to the taxable wealth of
the county.

Now, in closing, I don't want to be unkind with you Mr. Mur-
ray. You are a stranger within our gates now, and certain courtesies
ere due you. I k.now that Klamath Falls probably doesn't seem as
familiar ground to you, as when you swaggered, a newspaper bully,
up and down its streets. There are many here now, who never heard
of you as the great Warwick you were in your day and, consequently,
who pay no more attention to what you have to say than any other
occasional visitors. They are interested and attentive, but after all,
they are running their own affairs here, without outside assistance.

Then, there are the old timers that you bullied and brow beat,
when you were here. They are not under your spell now. You can
no longer ruin them in their business by a poisonous and unjust blast
from your newspaper. They feel free to speak their minds and,
naturally, you cannot expect them to vote your ticket.

So, all in all, with your old time audience diminished, and your
following shrunk to one r two, who get crumbs at your tabje, it is
hardly just that I address you further. I think I have told you plenty,
and I am not unmindful that it is going to be very hard for you to
take some of your own medicine. It always is with newspaper bullies.

But, since you have come all the way from Coos Bay to tell the
people of this city and county how to run their affairs, and since you
have singled me out for personal abuse and villification, I want to give
you one final thought to take back to Coos Bay with you, when you
return there to vote.

I want to say to you, that, with all the money you made in
Klamath Falls, and all the power that you are attempting to exercise
in Coos Bay, and with all the power that you feel you still have here,
I know that you are not personally happy. They tell me that you have
lost a" your political fights, since you went to Coos Bay. You have
been a one hundred per cent loser, and there are no rainbows in the
sky for you in that country, where they so often have beautiful rain-
bows. And, so far as Klamath Falls and Klamath county is con-
cerned, I don't believe you feel any happier, about your situation here.
I don't believe you have any real confidence in your ability to dictate
the city and county ticket for this community.

But, unhappy as you must be, I want to tell you, who in my
opinion, is unhappiest of all, over your coming back, and the situation
you have created for them. It is the lumbermen, that you have jump-
ed into bed with. The reason they are unhappy, is, because they
know from past experience with you, that, after their temporary
wedlock with you is ended, and after you are gone, they will find,
some place, affixed to their persons, your stinger which you will have
left in them.

raid AilverliiM-meiit- . '

-a- -
1 4ame


