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He Ges Along With Two ’Wive's

§ thn He Could Have Four . . .
And Though He Lives in a Desert P alace,
He Still Does Business in « Goar’s Hai'r Tent
Where He Bossed His Bedouins Before England
Put Him on the Payroll for $60,000 a Year

By JAMES JAMESON

AMMAN, TRANSJORDAN.
T v a "!ll‘l‘lf i'-i!-“' i which Emie Abdallah, the
regert of Transjordun and his larme howieliold reade, and
intg which | was wibered by s youthful and smooth
Grand Chamberlain Hamid Pahiv Elwaldi
8 moment war somewhat in pportune, lor o had
not been quite a week unce the teaty between the Bratich Wi
ernment and Tramjordan was wened which  secoemized the
Emir's title 10 the regency of the countey. & troaty which bas not
cea to Le the topee of dicusnion i all th= Prch poess and
which continues 1o ke the subject of attacks and firce con
demnation by what little remams of public cpimon 10 o desent
land which has never enjoyed even one lnile
! wendent newspaper of s awn,
re was but Lttle chance for a veal 1
terview 1o be obtamed. lor conespoadent
fram all the most important mewspapes
Eullﬂd. some ol them especially
senl from there for the purpose of
interviewing the Emir, were roam:s
about the palace. wating to be
recaived by him.

But the g ord Cham
berlain peeded little persuanion
to ascertain that I was bur I
tle interested in  the mam
topie of dwcussion, that the
extraction of Eamir’s pola
ical views on the tseaty and
on other outstanding topucs
of the moment, was, 1o me.
weondiry. | wias  more
smxloe  to  know something
about  the u;i\’s}::e lli[e o:;
the occupant o palace an
that a?P.hic twe  wives, the
twelve negro slaves who serve
them and the large retinue of
officials who reside in that ape.
horse town destined, however,
10 become the capital of a proc
petous and thrfty state.

As [ waited 16 be an
nounced, | had lmp:c oppor-
1 admire the luxun-
:J‘:::‘T,ﬂi‘jtn{t of the Emir, 12 Emir Abdullal’s oidede
which * he had nm'rJ not L) hes _.:H the tuh‘f{ of
quile twa yean ago lrom o a made-in-Holivwood sheik.

humble tent of goat skin, _

That tent is still thete, a few

hundred yards away from the palace of splendor ond, furnished
with unusually precious Persian carpets, it serves a the tempo-
raty reception room lor the numerous gyerts who call on the
Emir—<chieftains of tobes, heads of clans, all waiting 1o be
entertained on a lavish scale, on that high standard which has
made Arab hospitality, and e:pecially Bedeuin hospitality, a by-
word for blind generosty and lavichness, ey

Il.in in this tent that most blood feuds are settled by the Emir
to dhis day: it i there that broaled meat fnxi rige 1y offered to
gupsh lmfparlm in lawsuits, and it stantde'in refreshing cnmm\ut

1o the palace cloe by,

‘.

ME: palace s a beautiful piece of architecture, designed by
| a lamous Egyptian artiet, Mohammeed Fl Masti, who was
" bet on putting into the edifice what be likes to call the
true And.l.lnm]lutrd spirit of the desert.  Half Spanich and hall
defert atehitecture, the palace stiikes one as malching har
moni the dreary sand halls, yet not w thout a ready e
sponsivefn 1o the ruins of the old Roman amphithzater which
ovrtlooks the paldce. . : o
There is, of course, a dutinctive Arabic style al\m: the m’-
teriot and evesy- leature 1y almoit every rgom-—every coor A
every window. i dtllmml to make a harmonious entity with
b - whale. L
llga':‘:mi.:‘:?;: .11? l.:rur receplion [oom that the arhist seems !n
have lavished all his skill,  The ceilings of gald, the oak pil:
lars, the great @lass dodrs, all combjre mta a picture of unper-
" swoduce a picture of genvine Arab archi-

¢ andy :
::c'tl:: E::-r:: ane temdds about i the tales of the Arabian

N%:I the Emie’ lives in such great lusury, when even his
brother, King Feisal of Mesopotamia. contenf® himself with o
comparatively humble palace in Ba dad and when hus aristo
cratic brother Ali, the ex-king of Hejaz, lives as a farmer
his eatates in Illk‘! might strike one as unnezessary lavishnes
; FEIN A o countey.
o l‘hl"“l::l t:iflsb::lﬂn enonlanu; ]Ill[(‘!rn :}r!n Ihf ri.utu:rn nf o
wor coutitty, s burden not much mitigated by the fact that the
Cmir's civil Jial inreceived ditecily from the pockets of the Bul-
i Ly A .

“h[“::ll“fennﬁlilh. whao guide the LEmir and his governmest and
who control the lrast of their doings rather closely, think other-
wite, For in easleen tountries a puler's prestige iy measured
by the pomp thal e can manage, by the splendor of his honp
tality and by hin generosity . . .

Time was when the Emir weat!a littls tao far ia his Lavish
nesh, so far that his Britwh “advisars™ were lorced to call ln:
highness' attention to what scemed 1o them an wnwaranted
squandering of public funds. . ‘

Wedding presents ol lulnmr.lnlc\ coting thouwsands ol del
lars threatened 1o take the lll.h.f of the traditional camel gilts
worth tut a handful of gold pounds, while his closest Triends

—and they were numerous—Dbousted of being able ta “milely
thelr boss an they pleaced. i - ) 16X
® Bui those days are no more.  Thecedil ‘it ol the Emis
whish Las lately been reduced from a fabulsw s to i

.teut of the Emir's st wi

luxury sel don ‘omid drearv desert wastes. _ |

El  Salt,
one of the
picluresgue cilies
in - Emir  Abdul-
lah's domain e -
strelehes aver the heights of Gilegd.

“small” sum of $60.000 w yeqr. © - 35
strictly controlled by the I'man:u'] of- a4y
ficers of the British”sesident who ask
and obtain vouchers for all sums ex-
pended, and the' Emir and his staff are i
very much curbed a5 to statements of \
a political nature, 1

They are not so reticent, however,
in conversation as to the family affais
of the Emmrate. . The Lord Chambe:-
lain would tell you that the Emir,
while entitled to four wives by the
Koran, han but wo wives, who live
apart in regal and truly Mohammedan
seclution: that the fest, n woman of
not quite forty, s the Emir's cousmn, a
true princess of the Hejaz, who clains
direct descent from the Prophet him-

Half Spamth, half Acabicn, the Enur's new polare B en cauis of miadern lﬂl'r!."c;.' end
. Above o typical won: in Trorujedania.

. L loaly crery Bt ths "nobléman

L
of the decert. the Emie Abdul.

that ke redilly & There i, itis true a not insporecialls

diffcicnzgabeivieen his features and theze of his brothers,

scially of ex-King AR, the e arie-

holas of the Hathimite family,

s peu as a widely traveled znd well-

read peedloman, familiar, it i troe, with the ant of ruliay,

yet having many other interests or hobbies baside:

Aene time hs was said 1o have had a gieal intese

L1 paintint,

Not 29 the Lair Abdelial. whase p=citisa aznd -
sraational previze are samewhat lsvier thas thoe of
s reyal krother. Vil the excaptisn of eliess lis
uld Bepras o have few hobbies.  His 1
Jil.ﬁ: l'..;. ) Ij n'.-.d I'lJ.'l',ﬂ:j.' |Ik!-l"-_ by :.I r
ware alished than whon'he can convince yau o
tribes under hiz mle are Fojoying great propssn

amzeli fech quite contented undsr vihat ¢
inatica.  He warries 02 moie o
az2, which at exe b X

i

1

biss
v
{er

a pa=tn

.\hmd ;
“has en himeelf in Me
i bode ﬁ“&"?ﬁm b
by .'\.-.'.'E:.:‘t.'\;‘rf:‘r‘. That be could s;yic himsell Ruler
; irperinence, ghat imperi which

3~ {inence W Bl:
ef him cver_sitce as king o

] anatical l\mnn
=rely wild and ignorant animals.”

vim cll themaelves
‘o it s nol the purpesc of my visit 1o enter into
with ths cmiallz Emir, ror indeed to explain 1o hum that
apech !a_ every queshion.
. certainly they are nol as

: -ﬂ'lm.'l ol the word, as
armies, ced Ibp &n&':w‘

ra - ‘In
e iz wdeed very lezhle and his tile to Meoga® jue
it cavtann thet ba has acquitted himzell path
cd har wen the esicems of the \rh;ﬁ arld . w
v €2me to sec ia him the truc statesman of ‘Arabia, 0T

Yot the wrath of the F=fr al the shesr meniion ufMﬂn
: Saud was  unmistakablé,

withou! an

If thete are two bitter per-

sonal enemies ingdhe world

they are Emir

habis. They are frank in

their han d. L
“There raids of

Europeans think Kiag lbn
+ Saud w't:& r.al E.mu- .
costin 3 i e ad ]
organized by him, nd'g

naive

him only. Only the
an
lieve \\rlull he

has been & |

truly o

of Wahabigme 8T
T

¥ mized ¥

They are, no doubt, an
| ambitious and fairly " serie

-

self and 1 the mothar of Prince Talal,
who has been sent to Oxford for same
modern education: that the second wife who 'lad previowly
served the first an a slave, jn o beautiful Turkish maiden hail-
g from Constantinople nti- war martied with the express eon-

HIS scamt nu?lxr of women is attributed ta the Emir's
rather modern‘outlosk on matrimany. Yet, the vives rarely
show themeslves i publie and pever without a veil.

They are served by 12 Hlack slaves brought by the Ermis
from the Sudan, and they have become full ledned membier:
of the howehold. -

There are twa young davghlers of mariageable ape who.
it wan sezretly stated, went!lo Jerusalem to have their hait
Lobbed, Though it i somewhat prematire to think of appro
sriate matches for the two desert heiresses, it wag pecertheless
[m.\m in court quarters that the question of their future M-
bands is pre-occupying their patents, even pertirbing them,

I was busily engaged it conversation with the amiable Lord
Chamberlain, who 1 ever ready to give what iuformation is
avatlable about the family tree of his master, wherrs black ser-
vant entered the oem to announce that the Emir would be
weady in & minute.  He added, however, that the viut was to
lse very briel. A man in the eaily ¥orties, with a fall but
uol at all weak face, and the inevitable deep eyes of the leader

Rcsl' lht ik bald ('f;:.'[f.urn of deserl ¢ ,i!.‘?) -
ta the Lbing of Transjordamua ot bis pelace in

e sa-.-J.

YWhat wernies be has are lully of a prrmn.-l nature, nol uh-
rised. hesvever, with polincal considerations.  The fate of hig
il father, who has been in exile in the island of Cyprus, has
ieett werying him consderably, From a position of great
mnjesty, of Caliph of all Moslems and King of the Flejaz,
the avealthy King Hussein had to descend to a position of hu
niliation.

en there is his scholarly brother. Al wha eut a tragic
figute both as a king and agithe royal farmer he became.  He
wap unfamiliar with the petty intrigues of diplomacy and did
bhis best to avoid being mvolved in them, but with very scant
JuCCess,

IHe was dragged into them and the result was that he had
to till that large plot of land which was given him by the gov
amsent of Irak rather than rule and eollect taxes.

HESE questions about the fate and welfare of his father
and brother could not help bringing the Emir into a dis«
cussion of polities, i

suddenly emerged to the members of the Hussein fam-
ily the sinister figure of Sultan Ibn Saud, the ruler of the Wa-

ACopyright, 1025, NEA Magaslne) o sedbaeons a4

.. pan frequent homage

ous lot, thete  Arabian
princes who have found
weh o wonder[ul cheonicler and parlrnil Plil'l'l.'l‘ :il
Celsps! Lavsonce of Arabian fame. They are out
: 1o' do the best for their countries.  But they age sill
g m 4 somewhat primitive age, in the age of royal grants
weluctantly given by an overburdened Briud:suthcqu’;t. A
they have had to pay a dear price for those munifisent ur .
the price of the full independence of those people they are cille
upon to rule and. therefore. thet own inde 3
There s Fitle doubt that they chafe under this Anglo-Saxoi
L!u.'iuns.llml. theugh they .-L;::-:-.\é l;ac!ub[& ‘ <
Yrinees in captivity, chained Envivs in palaces. theip
curtatled 1o the mintmum, their rule under :’:u!rn{, Iw hswﬁ:
tl* 19 chome Between a defemr ll',' lj'l{'ir )\rll?illl ﬂlﬂli!l;
Wahab#s, and a luxurious captivity under the lmroira!
ante of their Beituh masters who have raived them from ob-
ity 2 1
Wi heard of them brfme'l‘e war?  Who wat ;
in thele doing, thew intrigues and their raided  They were all,
a1 kedt, of strictly Joeal import. .
But what they say and do has far-flung echioes, and:
wide audiences,  The mullions af Moslem subjects [
though not fully awakened, are nevertheless responsive 18,
call of theie rulers by-grace, and the werld Bas not
accounts yet willy the rising force of Mehammedaniig, ~

am]' the King ‘of the Wa-
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