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it a veritable palace, in which I'.mir AhdulLli.

IT of 1 ranijnrdun and his lari hsu.r'iolj and
into which I wii uil.eied by 1Y1 youlhful mid smooth
Grand Chamlierlain I (amid I'a hi FJwafdi.

The moment was mmrhat inopportune, for it hsd
not been quile a week since llie treaty he'.wren tlie lirili-.- gov.
emment and Franijoidan wat signed whuh the
Emil'l titlr to ihe regency ol the counliy. a Irealy which has nol
Ctaied le le the It pic ol discussion in all ill- - Biili.h p.r.t anJ
which eontwues to-- be llie luhjrct ol a It act i and fi.rce

by what httlr remains f( public c pinion in a desert
land which fiat nrvrr enjoved een or.e I.I.I?

ft ?"i r4 f i ft

a.' 1 It v J IV . ' V V il I

7rTj.ati-V- r

indrjxndcnt ltrwipater ol ill own.
I hart wat but lilllr chance lor teal in

terview to be obtained, foi correspondent
(rem all the moit imtiorlanl newspapers i

England, tome ol ihrm especially
tent Irom there lor the purpose ol
interviewing the Emir, were rcamii '

about the palace, waiting to be
got rs :

"U'l UnlT J f Vis ftunneu.
,:if

A-r- . J.?"-- - J tfesert nobfeiwan
Half Spum'11, hiU'ArMan. v.nur s rely pa are rs an oous of miccrn cornier! cni

ul tlotrn 'afnii dream drserl rrai.'.--i.V ' 1 Iuxm Jfcove a typical if.-r-; m Ttamlordama.

.ff lr;e de.ert. the F.mir Alxlul- - , , , ,, , ' J tj , pens. nulo--

thai he really Is." There is. it u true
iv1'- - p a I .h loslj cwry h.l tli? no'.ilfmin SLjr , .

a not uiap:irccuLl "
. ' -

cirtcr:i:aai'clv.cen his feiturrj and l.io:c cf hu brsther.
is who, s Emir dacbreJ. "fis enUir oned himrelf in Meets

received by him.
Hul the good Lord Cham'

berlain needed III lie periuanon
lo ascertain that I wat but l.i
tie interetted in the main
topic of discussion, that lite

' extraction of the F.mir"i polil
teal viewt on liie treaty and
on other outstanding topic i
of the moment, wai. to me.

'tacondary. I wat more
arraSoM lo know something
about the private life ol
the occupant of the palace and

- thai of hit two wivet. the
twelve negro ilavet who terve
them and the large retinue of
official! who reiide in that

,lown deitined. however,
to become the capital of a pros-

perous and thrifty tlate.
At I wailed to be an-

nounced. I had ample oppor- -

, runily lo admire ihe luxuri-o-

residence of the Emir, lo
which ' he had moved nol ,

quilt two, years ago Irom a,
humble lent of goat skin.

TL.i -- t .till ll,rw A fiW

i " nti Ijgltlli

Kiz Fc.vl. and especially of .j AK. th;. true arc-toer-

a.--.d aholar of the HaJii.-nit- family.
Kir.g l eiscl s:r!!.?i ycu as a widely traveled and tv:!l-rrn- d

rr.llcman. familiar, it it true, wiih th; art of mlins.
yc! h,i Ir. a many ether interests or hoblnes bssid;;.

Afccne time he was said lo have had a great in'.crc;t
i l painting. '

No! s die Enir Abdullah, while pic'tioa and b-- .
' lusationsl pre lije ere somewlut b.-e- r l!ia-- i thare of

hi: rryal brotlicr. Villi the eicrplion cf tia In
would 'e;p?r to have' few imbbici. His i a pa;i;n
fcr raiiiig hi; w'.ld rr.d nomadic tribes, aa J nrve r is I.?

"more t;risfi-- thin when he can convince yoj tliat the
tiibel under hi; rule arc irnjoyinj grct proirity. (

He fee's ejulte cor.tcnled under v.h;t ar.iaii.iu
to r3r:li:!i donin-tic- He worries no more tli?

of his allav.-anc;- , v.hich at err; tjn: llireateniJ ti
brinj him to t!:c .c.;; cf t'jr.ati;n ct lca;t h: th:a;iil
jo for a tir.w. ' ' ' .

without anytcdy clclcsatirg him llura For he was appointed
ccJ-.e- r by a c!a!y nicrcdit;d body ns by Ihs Hasliimite ling,
nor irdced by crvbedv e!:e. " Tint he could style himself Ruler
of Mecca was theer jfhat i.x per line nee which hat
leca ro charcctcrirlic of hira cvcrsir.ee he posed as king of
there i: 7ahb;:. v.!-- call fasatical Moslems
azi s.bo are ir.decd D.erc!y w:ld and ignorant animals."
. Nov.-- it net the purpose of my visit to eater into argu-rr.cr- .ti

with thr- arciatle Emir, ror indeed to explain to him that
ihe-- e ct least t.vo aspects to every question. ,

Th: Vnhabn r-- ha-.- e t.':;ir vices, certainly they are not as
ia tjie de:c:t ccr.st.-.tio-a of ihs word, as were, those

v.!io fcllrv.ed t!:c Kejazian armies, and Ibn Saud's claim to
ihs Caliphate is inrlcjd very e and his title to Mecca

Eat. ii is certain t'at hs has himself father
cs;ci!;n;!y ar.d has y.cn the esteem of the whole world which
has csrr)-- to sec in hin thr true statesman of Arabia. '.'.'"- -

',
Yet 'he wrath of the Err.ir ai the sheer mention of fang Ibn

i;... ?. aud was unmistakable.

Emir Ahdul'.ali'i
. ins off llie color otarr.a

a shtil(.

V., .:yfi" iu -

El Salt.
one of the

picurrioue cid'es

in - t'niiV Abdul
ui'i domain . .

stretches ot'er tie hcighlt of Cilcad.
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If there are two bitter per- - ..

sonal enemies in ihe world
they are Emir 'Abdullah
and the King of the.
habis. They are frank in
their hati.d. '

"Thece raids ' of the
Wahabis, for which the
Europeans think King Ibn
Saud is r.ot responsible),"
continued the Emir, .''are
organized by him. and by
him only. Only the naive
European rulers can be-

lieve what he lsays. His
has been a long career of
bloodshed disguised under
the allegedly holy, but
truly inhuman principles
of Wahabism."

"amall" turn of $60,000 year.. i

strictly controlled by the financial
ficert of the British' jetidenl who ask
and obtain vouchers for all tumi ex-

pended, and itie'Emir and his staff are
very much curbed at to ttatemcntt of
a political nature. ,' ."

They are not to reticent, however,
in conversation as to the family affairs
of the Emirate. The Lord Chamber-
lain would tell you that the Emir,
while entitled to four wives by the
Koran, hat but two wivet, who live

apart jh regal and truly Mohammedan
seclusion: that the first, a woman of
not quite forty, it the Emir't cousin, a
true princess of the Hejaz. who claims
direct descent from Ihe Prophet him-

self and it the mother of Prince Taial.
who hat been tent to Oxford for tome

hundred yardi away from the palace of tplendor and. furnished

with unusually precious Penian caipttt. It tervei at the tempo-

rary reception room for the numerout guests who call on the

ins of tnbet. headi ol dani. all waiting to be

entertained on a laviih Kale, on that high ilandard which hat

made Arab hoipilahty. and especially Bedouin hospitality, a by
word for blind grneroiily and lavirhness. I

jl it in tlii tent that moit blood If ud are telllcd by the ir

tojiu'i day; it ' ,h' I"0'1"1 m"' nl ,ice ." ""'" ,0

guests and paruei in lawiuili. and it Handful rrfreihing contract
o the palace clo:e by.

'

nHE paljf it a beautiful piece o( nKhitecture, deiijned by

I, a (atnout Fgyptian arlirt, Mnhamrred FJ Masrt. who wai

"I benl on vutling into llie edifice what he hket U call the

true and unpolluted tpiril of the dnetl. Half Spanuh and hall
drTerl arthilecture. the palace itrikri one at matching

the dreary land hills, yet ncl without a ready
lo the ruini of the old Roman amphitheater which

ovrtlooki ihe palace. . . "
. .

,1 here it. of eburie. a dnlinctive Arabic Myle about Ihe in-

terior and every feature ia almost every room every door and

every windowv" deiigned lo make a harmonioui entity with

llie'ilruclure at a whole.
'But it it on Ihe large reception room that Ihs artut teem to

have lavirhcd all hit skill. The ceilings of gold, the oak pil-

lar!, Ih great glaii doart. all combine mil a picture of unper-

turbed harmony a picture of genuine Arab archi-lect-

tuch at one readt about in the talet ol the Arabian

llial the Fmir.'livet in 'such great 'luxury, when even his

brother. King Feisal of Mesopotamia. conlentT himself with a

comparatively humble palace in Bagdad, and when hi! aristo-

cratic brother Ali, the g of Hrjnj, lues ai a farmer in

hit eitalei' In Irak, might tlrike one at Unnecessary lavuhne:!

on lh pari, of j niler in a poor country. ,
It is no doubt, an enormoui burden upon Ihe h nances ol a

couritry.-- i burden nol much mitigated by the fact lliat the
poor

civil IU( it received directly from llie pockets of the Bril-is- h

taxpayers.
' ' . . ' ,

Bui Ihe Briliih, who guide Ihe Ljnir and his government and

who control the" least of their doingi rather closely, think other-

wise For in eastern countries a ruler t prestige is measured

by the pomp that h can manage, by the tplendor of his hospi

tality and by hit generosity. ,'

Time was when the Emir went; I lillls Ijo far in his lavish-neti- ,

to far thai his British "adviiori" were forced to call his

ki.l.neia' attention lo what teemed lo ih.-- an unwarranted

LEFT the palace of
Emir Abdullah twith
mixed iniDreAinni.

They are. no doubt, an
,4 ambitious and fairly ' seri-- -

ous let. these Arabian
princes who have found

i - l r. I l i i ... . .
Ixcfc jscijs 6oM rfiic.'ains cf desert clam . . . pal f.eqitcnl lomuje
; i lo lli; ir,g of Tramjordania at his palace in the sani.

modern education; that the second wife who 'had previnu ly
served the first as i tlave, is a, beautiful Turkish 'Maiden hail-

ing from Constantinople gnd wat married with the express
rent of the Emir 't first wife. '

b.mir sscant number ,of women it attributed f theTHIS modern 'outfook on matrimony. YeU ihe rives rarrlv.

suca a wonaeriui cnwmcier ana portrait painter ia
Cclor.el Lawrence of Arabian fame. They are out
to' da thi best for their countries. But they are still

living in a somewhat primitive ape. in the age of royal grants
reluctantly givea by aa overburdened British exchequer. And
they have had to pay a dear price for those munificent grants
(he price of the full independence of those people they are called
upon to rule and. therefore, thcr own independence. '

There is little doubt that they chafe under this Anglo-Saxo- n

domination, though they appear tractable. ,
Princes in captivity, chained Emirs in palaces, their power

curtailed to the minimum, their rule under control, they had lit-

tle to choorc between a defeat by their Arabian enemies; the
Wahabis. and a luxurious captivity under the benevolent guid-
ance of their British masters who nave raised them from ob-

scurity. , f
'-- t

Who heard of ihem before'the war? Who was interested
in Iheir doings, their intrigues and their raids? They were all,
at best, of strictly local import.

But what they say and do has g echoes, and reaches
wide audiences. The millions of Moslem tubjects in Asia,
though not fully awakened, .are nevertheless responsive to llie
call of there and the woild has nol Killed jy
accounts yet with the rising force of MeharamcdaoLia. -

What worries he has are really of a personal nature, not
however, with political considerations. 1 he fate of his

ild father, who has beert in exile in the island of Cyprus, has
licen worrying him considerably. From a position of great
majesty, of Caliph of all Moslems and King of ihe Hcjaz,
the wealthy King Hussein had to descend to a position of hu-

miliation. ' "

Then there is hit scholarly brother. Ali. who cut .a tragic
fijuro both as a king and asthe royal farmer he became. He
was unfamiliar with the petty intrigues ol diplomacy and did
his best to avoid being involved in them, but with very scant
luccers, ),' '

He was dragged into them and the result was that he had
lo till lhat large plot ol land which was given him by Ihe gov-
ernment of Irak rather than rule and collect taxes.

questions about ihe fate and welfare of his fatherTHESE could not help bringing the Emir into a dis
cussion of politics,

r There suddenly emerged lo the members of the Hussein fam-i1- y

the sinister figure of Sultan Ibn Saud, the ruler of llie Wa- -

mow tnemesives in publie and pever without a veil.
They are served by ,2 black ilaves broupht by the Emir

from Ihe Sudan, and they have become members
"of the hourehold. '(: ( ''

There are two young daughters of majnasrrnhle arjr who.
it was secretly slated, went! to Jerusalem to have iheir hair
Lobbed. 1 hough il it somewhat premature lo think of appro-
priate matches for the two desert heiresses, it wat nevertheless
known in court quarters that the question of their future hus-
bands it their parents, even perturbing them. .

I wat busily engaged in, conversation with the amiable Lord
Chamberlain, who it ever ready to give what information it
available about the family tree of hit master, wherra black ser-

vant entered the rocm lo announce lhat the Emir would be

ready in a minute. Me added, however, lhat the visit was' to
be very brief. A mat) in the early follies, with a full but
not at all weak face, and the inevitable deep eyes of the leader- v .Copyright,

squandering of public funds.

Wedding preienlt of automobiles coslinj ihourands of del

rl threatened lo lake the place ol'lhe traditional camel gilts
worth tiut a handful of gold pounds, while hit closest Iriends

and ihey were numerout boatlcd of beinj able to
ihefr bosi at tliey pleaied. .

But ihote dayt are no more. ' The'Cfvil h.l ol the Lmir,
wbitJi lias lately been reduced Irom a fabulaus turtj to the

NliA. ilatailnsi-
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