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LESSONS FROM OT

{ The first lumbering took place along the Atlantic Coast,
! from Maine southward to the Virginias and Carolinas. As
! we now know it,, the lumber industry, with its machinery

for vast production, did not, however, get under way until
the middle of the last century.

Its past history has been one of migration from one for-
ested region tq another. Many of our Eastern States at-
tuined distinetion of leading in lumber production only to

' yield this title to other states as supplies of raw material
| were diminished. Finally the Pacific Coast took the lead,
and now boasts the two greatest lumber producing states of
the nation. _
The question often is asked—Will this region profit by
the experience of Eastern States, and attempt insuring a
1 permanent and not a passing lumber industry?
Does the experience of other states clearly point the way
‘ to insuring for the Pacific Coast region a permanent forest

{ industry of large proportions? .

. That this country will always be a lumber producing
region is unquestioned. That it will continue on thg present
{ or a greater seale for at least a half century is conceded.

i ; :
But with our natural advantages, wonderful native spe-

' cies and vast areas of mountain land, why need we be con-
» tent with any half measures? Why should not the Pacific

! Coast region continue indefinitely to hold the supremacy in
1 growing forest crops and production of forest materials?
This may be done if we will avoid the errors of other
regions. '

Already the West has taken certain definite steps toward

insuring future forest erops, but'more far-reaching action is
necessary.

In most of our Eastern States forests were largely re-
moved before thought was given to desirability of renewing
them. Little attention was given to prevention of fire dam-
age, and cutover areas were often vearly burned over until
all desirable vegetation had been destroved.

The general thought was that most of the land would be
required for agricultural or grazing purposes, but at an early
date clearing of land for agricultural use fell far behind the
amount from which timber was removed, and today demand
for cutover land is practically at a standstill.

As regions “cutout” towns struggled for a time to main-
tain themselves, and this often resulted in such increased
valuation on land that reversion to the counties for non-pay-
ment of taxes took place. Millions of acres have thus revert-
ed in the lake states alone, and so reduced taxable assets that
state aid has in some instances been necessary to maintain
county government. '

Three of these states, realizing the disastrous effects of
vanishing forest « industries, have. recently enacted laws
dimed at a more rational system of taxing forest lands,
hoping threby to encourage the holding of these prop-
erties. Other states have taken similar action, with ‘a view
to building back their forests and the industries dependent
upon forest material. Still other states hive embarked upon
extensive programg of acquisition-of land to be held as state
forests, and have encouraged establishment of Federal
forests within their borders.

Unfortunately, however, remedial measures taken in
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Eastern States the past several decades came only after their
forest resources were largely depleted.

Here in the West we still have the opportunity to take
action while yet possessing a vast amount of mature timber,
and in a way to have continuous supplies for our now major
industry, -

What has happened in other states ean happen in our
own. But we also have the opportunity to dvoid the un-
pleasant consequences which have visited other regions.

Adequate fire protection in which all agencies, Federal,
State dnd private, take active part is now under way, and
is the first step in the direction of perpetual forest industry.

Equally important is the devising and enacting of equit- 3
able means for taxing forest properties. The aim should not
be to offer any subsisy or fail to secure from forest property X
its proper share of the tax burden. But the peculiarities of /
a crop requiring a century to mature must be recognized,
and no greater burden placed against $uch property than it
should bear.

A proper handling of the fire and taxation question will
go a long way toward insuring pérmanent forest industry for '
Oregon and the Klamath country. Other measures are
needed to insure best results, but it is believed these will be-
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come the problems of the individual owner which can be m
worked out if proper public co-operation is extended in the 1 :l
matter of fire and taxes. . =
The lessors from other regions are plain: Do not delay i:!
putting into effect sound public policies affecting forests =
and forest industries until present timber supplies are largely .r!
exhausted. 18
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