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Tuesday, Jan, 25, 1927, f

“ME&T‘ Just meat,” plrred the thick
volce ms the portly man settled him-
self' In the reclining chalr on the shaded

“Ldon't kmow," replied his mwager com-
pandon, who was stmnding by he railing.
“I believe this Ragiafl gets through = lot
of work in spite of his Inckadabvical wasw."

“Meabl josl meat—to e’ the thiek
roloe pureed agals,

The restlesaness of the younges man be-
trayed his ansiety and the Buportance of
the coup 1hey had In view,

“Alter the siestn we shiall bave a talk,"™
Jabea muttered  deewsily, amd his large
manila cigar drooped dangerously.

“Xeu'll twrn yoursell,” called the other
more loudly than was necossary in the

stlllness of the tropical after-

The senior partner jerked upward, re-
meved hin cigar wud stodied 1t for & mo-
ment.

““Thia business bas got on yotr petves,
I{mn." he pald; “keep cool, my boy.”

s Y0t %0 easy.” Lrman retortel, “‘with
the Lermometor at 96 in the shle—and a
chanes of losing the best dea! I've ever
been in."

“'Not a chance, not an carthly,” Jabex
afirmed confdently, ‘I, ‘t

~ R ® doesa’t know a

“Why abouldn’s Ne know? He's ot his
Mcret agents, too,'

‘Meat, M"mt to me,"" Jabexr asseried
“A. mice young ebap =n' all
that, bab—puft!” I, suapped bis fingers.

Junler partner had more respect for
‘business rival, and, moreover, he felt
r.:u 100 much at stake to take risks.
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“The commands of our honorable patron have been carried out,”

and waved bls hand slowly lo reply. He
seeghed to hesitute, and thea Jobes waved
agzuin, more emplintically lnviting.

*‘Go and show him up,’” be suapped. Thea
turping, bo sbouted a welcame (0 the young
English nobloman.

The Hon, Peércival Raglalf stepped en to
the veranda and grawped Jobex's band in
& Son muscilar grip. e was tall and weil-
formed but not mamive, Fis fair hair, freh
complexion and blue cyes gave him the
ingeuutus appearates of a stodious youug
Dos rther than s may of business, e

hh‘ﬂ!ﬂ!ﬂlmu
-r-—ahn:‘u-:'.. looked out over the
palma et sen shlmmerin
wwnﬂu g
't uvually discuss details, Tomas,™
#aid the thick veice, reprebensively, and the
Jounger man (urned round sharply: “har
LIl maks this a5 exception, I have been
twenty-fve years in the pearl busises and
for most of that titge I have been aftec
Lh”*. Nﬂnﬂﬂ“mw

of Tebrau prought a new wife to
his bareém. She was sn Earacan .mg.b..
came his favori ell, to ber—a perfect
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one day, or atiything mighe
might get him, any-
He waved bLis arm In a com-
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some onknown diseass.
to be a pauper.
t. And new his
The whole
Jolomunga bas gone
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sarcastically ;
then leaned forward and sald:
he does kmow about the pink
beaul too late. My uller las
beets made already and will be suppurted by
the ‘advige of the boly man of the Palace.”
**The Imaon!'' Lyman gasped incredu-
lously.. "“The Imaun!"' Jabee's unctuous
countenance wrinkled with sutisdaction.
“Aye! The holy man of the Palace of
Jolomunga,"" be sanid slowly, *'Now is there

ES

L!'IIAN wis smiling admiriogly at his
wenlor,

‘lWGll. tigl very miveh,”" le sald. ‘"Buot
Just sappose Vennur's people got there first
and made a personsl offer ¥’

£ % o bundred wmiles of water be-
tween bere and Jol &n and po airpl
Jubex sectned to bover, ex-

“But a boat!' protested Lyman, whose
appetite for peifit wos only whetted by its
proximity and plae.

YPleaty of them, La! la! Lut nothing
wa ooed fear. There Is nothiog to best wy
Inonch, within 000 miles of Zuwivangs.
Think: I'd milss that!"  Jabez laughed

ully: ‘‘Besiden, the young fellow can't

pive toe the alip. D' wateling that. 1f e

tried, 1'¢ Just rus him—well, you'd see o
for ance In yuur life,

“Yoo've been very tlsrough,” Lyman
wentured, with an envious salle,

“"Now a bit more, my buy—unil let this
be the last time you [ntorrupt wmy wiesta.
T Hon. Percival Raglaft i going en a
shooting: trip. He's been pegotiating with
Wit 'l for a bont—1 thought it mlght mean
sewmthing  else—llellol”  He whistled
““Phere's the Hunoruble coming down the

v 0 I ‘l& tood p 1 wived
"}‘"l— F :'“‘ﬂw- up and

Cgouthiul figure in white Iglted

posited a louz case agminst the veranda
ralling asd threw bimsel! futo™ an easy
chair,

A pecfect dog of o day, whatl" The
Hon. Pezcival blew a hot breath. “'Dos't
know how yoa kewp eowl, Jnbes.**

A good iewl drink,"” sugpested the thick
voies ipgratiagingly. *'Oume, Lyman,'' he
turneld to. IHcHE, V8" Wiy L Refa
Bingapore Is firwg rate,

“Wish  you'd drap
Jabez, raising his gloss.
see you any time.'"

“Cheetio, ol man: shuply topping of
you, what!' and she Ingencous young man
sipped his highhall.

“‘Benstly job luggitig thene {hings sbaur.™
The Hon. Percival poloted 1o the g
casp. | "'"Cleaning it up a hit; going ont
with Jolemuuga party."”

“Oh, indeed!” Jabez affected much sur-
prise,

“Want to feln them off the Doint day
alter tomorrow, Beastly | adlianes—can't
g£et anyilhing but a ssiling Leat."

“Jabex compileerated with the edndid
young man, and the [atler a--nr.!iun:n_'el freely :

‘“Did Wu Pei, the Chinese shipping
Jolnny, y'know, searched the place [or a
culter of & laomnch. XNot
thongh: besstly nuiszres,
not going to miss that trip

in oftenor,” wmnid
“Yery glad to

e thiag about
what! Bur I'm
by Jove!"
hils gless, and
his partoer.
2 wut, HRagiall,"

Jabea exchanged ceq wl
“Porhaps 1 esuld holp ¢
the thick voice purred gen
“Hot at all,"” protes:

make the Polnt before aun
night stalking there, I'm 1
have s day'e—or o night's—aport to got me

d: so 1 shall
into form before dhie other - (ellows cutne
along.'"

He took up the gun coss, oprned it, nnd
stroked the ahinlpg metal carensing
touch. Jabwz agnin exclanged g s with
his partner, who was seated on the op
ponite side and slightly Lelhind Raglafl,

ABEZ'E autute mind was working Lamd,

Here wan hls epportunity. He kad the
whole game In lis hunds now, Whees the
devil wan that messenger? Tle gloneed sur-
reptitiously at his watch. ‘The fellow was
not due for some time yet, ilis eye
up and down the dosty snn-seorched road
and out over the shimwetitg walars of the
Sunits. He mnst bold Raglall samefiow,
The antives, be kuwy, pude the Journey o
Jolomungs In thels vintah; so spether wmight

rogmuil

do it. PBesides, the Paint wou fot tiiel
ot of the way to Jolowunga. All Lhe
better for fitm.  He coubl 1a) glaff there,

Then every posadbility would be provided
for. '‘Then n new Jdpa k Lim

“Why not go overlar Haglaff? You
catt ave iy oot i spviled

“Thanks awiails
I've got 1o get the ate

i, ¥ kuow,

pud Ler rourse

liew mbasygt seve twnt I Late
liringlvg thee atl, In feet,
I've toll them 1 ‘ 1o et
thrm.  Be owlng' 4 'the ooefe. they'id
Yose any mmpunt “of e if thrr cnme viose
in to feteh me.'

The Hot. Parcival wealled—znd hiv smile

was of the t5pe thut sevmed to teveal the
candor of a simple soul, He snapped down®
the Jid of Uhe gy care gl poss

Jalies loiiked ‘Bagerly, b u vala, far
the expectell etsdager.  Sausihing mybst
be dine miw

“Whate off wieeaily

hie pro-

o Regley'*

tesitedh,  *Well thim L sleminm paint
and e up seoanloing § W'’

INo et ull, oM teatn Higply wplendid
of yom, ¥ know, Lt | wenbiln’t think of
e

SMpodbar Rogiuff, Ik will Le u great

- ——

Pei'e.

tionally in sibilant English

pleasure, We help one ansther out hare,
yo know.” And Jabex ok led.

“That's «imply toppiag of yoo. Eb,
Lyman?" The Hon. Percival langhed with
evident delight.

“I'ts sure Mr Jabes will be delighted to
help a friesd,” Lywan purred sleckly,

1 musst be off now," said Raglal, “Must
enll mt W Pei's.,”" Jabez glanced signifi-
captiy at his pariner and rose. "'Coming

11" queried the Hop. lunocently. *‘Ex.
cellent! We'll taddle down together."”

He talked in his Loplsh way as they
passed dewn the sfairs and out into the
glaring strests. The older man clung
tensciously to the roadside, availing him-
saif of whatevor abide the tall palms of-
Liepeid,

“I'l fix ap someihiog definite by 5 or 6,
the thick veice patited, as thoy nenred W
You can rely on that.'

tffice Chinese banking bouse of Wo
Pei. « were gquickly ushered (ot the
inmor wn whers the beud of the busl-

nees st Lebind a high desk.

HE stooped figure, in o gorgeous gars
wment of gremn flowered silk, looked up,
and the drooping black mustache flckered
an the sallnw Hps pazted I 4 cautious smile.
“"The Hoporable Patren of this bumble
howe 1s weleome.  He glanesd dispas-
wionately at Jabex, and then: “Pray, be
seatnd, gettlemen,"

1laglafl gave him & fumillar *'good after-
arul, mdvancing, leaned wupon the
desk, with Jalez cloae behind him.

“The commands of our Hoporable Patron
kave been duly earriod out,” Wa Pel an-
fiotteed ansmotionally in aibilant 'English,

“Gopd! Weil, there you are.' Raglaff
towstd on the desk a check pinged to a
foldfel sheet of paper.

g ight bave awalted the retum

pravely, kls cold mesmerie eyes holdlng the
inguisitive gase of the old pear]l dealer.
“Muy ke eel with most excellent aport.'

“"Highite! Thanks, Hope we d6," sald
langhing, as ke turned to lemve.
1 but a topping old chap,'”
said the Hon, Percival when the two men
renched tho street.

“Can’t see why you bother with that
kind of prople.'*

Jilen felt uneasy, though thers was
nothing awepiclous that be could vietoally
H 1A,
“Ile's enly pot iy personal  sduf,
yunow," the boyish volee replied. ““Ho
wived me o lot of bother; Jooks after my
Chink servants—ioes o~ dozen things for
me, Topping old chap, Ly Jove! Looks
like the high prievt of some dead and gone
religton,'” Roglaf® added, laughing Incon-
weguentially,

“Well, you'll Jet me know befors O
o'cloek?  Simply topping of yon, what!™

The Hon. Percival grasped Jabea's band,
whetled suddenly, and was goue at n brisk
pace mevoes the deserted plaga toward the
bloek of buildligs whers he had his of-
feew,  Jubex retrnged his wteps, persplring,
tuward bis house bn the sea front on the
western alile of the town. - The okl pearl
liayer felt secure (b his grip of the witus.
tiom.

EANWHILE the Hon. Perclval had
M i
his

Raglaft

Putypons,

antared hin private ollice and sumsoned
oufidentinl ek — an  undersiael,
past the prime of life, whe
o whh  ecommendalile fidelity,
+ of the b+ v = of Veuner during
thiny years,
““Bonney, th e
shortly. from
Jt in st onge - .
JJ“'.' ill !I'r'.”
The  confidential clerk  manifested  Nis
sotonichment, but bis superlor wored )is
Ismid lo dismbssal, Raglaff spent the on-
sulig bbur at Kix  eorrespondence In &
eharseieriet leally atringont sleuggle against
ek, witi] o discréet knoek roused him.
“Thank you, Banney,'' The Hon, Pege
wival opmed the expeoted missive, extracts
ing throe Tneliwures, which he proceeded to
renils . 'Eight thomeand,” 'he murmnred §
arul, Iatow—aqunting from the seqond e
a<"any sim Gp to and not esceediog neven

s n letter delivered
of Wu Pei. Bring
mind you, uoless, Mr.

e e W A —

nt luter they entered the shipping

lo Patron," Wa I'el waid -

R

Wu el announced unemo-g

thousaml. Quite encugh?' The third abeet
he Iajd carclessly beside 8 box of cigare
within essy reach of an armchair pear his
daak,

“Den't file that recelpt wntil T tell you.
And—ah—Ronney ! Mr. Jabes will eall
slortly. Show bibm in bere, give him that
chaie, ank him to help bhimiself to a cigar,
and tell bim [ shall be back In five mio-
utes.  Then come and tefl me,

"You clparly usderstand, Bonney?' he
asked, for the clerk seemed too astonlshied
to pompreheml,

“Yesuir,"" und passed a bony nand scross
Lin puickered brow,

ool old Hooney!™ Taglat lauighed
dissvacertingly. “*Bm wind, Bonney, no
sapervicion.  Close the door fully when you
leave Mr. Jabez bere.'*

The Hen, Percival retieed to a spare rovm
at the back of the offices, unrolled a map hn
had taken from s drawer, pinning down the
corners on a plage table beneath a window,
Next be withdrew from his pocket a lenther
enre containing a liquid lensatie compass
which he Jaid, open, over the ornamental
agrow ot the side of the map. "Then he bent
orer the table and patlently moved it about
ulighitly to right or left untll st lengih he
smiled at the sensitive needle below him.

“Set! Got It at last, Newer imokined
the days 1 aweated aw an artillery cadet
wouhl ever belp me to do anythlng ezeept

fire gunal

HE BENT ugains over the table, this time
with ruler and pencil, measuring dis«
tanced and making ealovlations, FHe mur-
mured, “‘miles,”” and, *milles to the gallon,'
and, “margia for safety,” Wil at length he
stond tp, lit & cigarette and proceeded to
enjoy the satifying aroma of the fragrant
Ieal in the boylsh way in which be was
familiar to the world, il a kneek at the
door muide ki awing round gquickly,

O, it's you, Botiney." Boaner bheld &
pareel.

“Mr. Jubwes is in your private office, sir,
And thin just came from Wo Pei's*

Raglafl opened the parcel and disclosed a
piece of loard ww long as a chess board,
with o straight yeliow line along the middle
broken only by a clrealar depresslon at the
center. lnto this depression be fitted the
comprss, and into two holes at either end
of the yellsw line two wooden pegn, puintéd
similarly o the line,

“Excellent, Bonney, excollont! That Is
Tuminoan paint,'* ke soid, pointing to the
yellow line, ‘Then he planced at his wateh,

“Four minutes yot, Benuey,"* bo sald, nnd
while be spoks his finger indicoted certain

.
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less pearls.

FAT villain! Mr. Tracey has run counter to literary
tradition and created an obese bad man whoe matches
wit with a bland and smiling youth for a string of price-

The Hop, Pereival was gently deprecatory,
“Perlect, shmply perfect!™ Jabea Inld
his hands on wideapart fat legs, and
grioned st the ingenuous blue eyes and cager
cauntenance opposite him,

“1's wimply topplng of you, ¥'know,
what,' the Hon., Perclval repeated, and

.l.bv.-n pavsed hefore asking:

“How long would iU take to run to the
Point In sour launch?™

"I we et her out we could do It In
three bours,'

Raglafft axelalmed lo sstonlshment, and
remembered, with an unpleasant iwinge,
how long it would take in his hoat. Jabes
was boastiully emphatic. )

Ry Jovel 1 should love to try hes,

alws.""
| “And so yoit ahall'" Jabez agreed, "Of
coniree, you've hendled u motor launch be-
fore?"

Waglal awsured him and gaioned the only

“wove he niver desired from Jabes: but his

enihusinim  continued : Al

viball we say halfepast 3 prompt?

Jales agreed that the hour would suit him
yery well. They woulid arrive at the Poiat
Just before sunwet—but the confhlent pear!
buyer saw nol the danger Jurking in durk-
new,  Raglaf rang for kis elerk.

“Mr, Bonney—yesir—you will leave In
the moming with my kit as aleeady ar-
ranged. Put—Lyman, L suppose, will come

alsa?"  Jabes nodded his reply. “Excel-
lent! Dianer for three then, lustesd of
ovae, Bonney."

""Yeuuir.”

vAnd, Douney, you hid better be on
the Jookout for us at the end of the head
Iand on the near side. You will find some
delightful spots for the tent there, eape-
elally round the lagoon. That's i), Banoer.
Get away early. FEven then you will not
Bave much e,  Eh, Jabes?" Tie smiled
ingenuously. “‘You may ezpect us abunut
balf past 5"

“Lertainly,"” afirmed the thick volee, “'An
&1 {resco dinver will be delightful, Hal hal
delightful 1 And the Hou, Patron of Wu
Pel entirely concurred, ]

HE following sfterpoon the powerlal

launeh wwoept awifily in the path of
the declining sun, and the three occupants
chatted amicably.

It was past the Lalf-hour before & meager
fignre on the wear side of the headland
bniled the trio, and Naglalf, with consum-
mate akill, swung the Iaunch inabore,

*The camp I» ot the upper end of the
lngoon,”" llonney cnlled, sod pointed land-
wand,

“Sball we walk? TIt's only half a mile
over tlie serub,’” Raglaf® said.

“Not for me,"" responded Jabes, *'1 pre-
fer o ride there If you can run ber up.”

“Of eourse,” Naglall spawered readily
and wignaled to bis confidential clork 1o
come nboard.

Bonuay, complylng with previous instrue-
tionx, at cuce entersd upon a full aceeunt
of his search for n sultable place, thus m-
gaging the attention of Jabez znd Lyman,

Meantione the Hon, Percival, pleking up
his landmarks, directed the launch towand
a poouliarly formed rock, then headed her
toward the lagoou. His lps were smiling
but his eyes were tense, and he moved the
tiller with swift though gentle touch as he
wleersd a cautious way through the tor-
tucus, reel-bound chanasl,” which even in
full light of day demanded most skillful
to aveld di . At length the
luoneh ontered the lagoon, and Haglat
cireled round it, *to give the sharks the
night of their lives,”" be sald, and Jabes
laughed at his youthful enthusionm.

Dinner was a bearty meal, snd ulght had
fallen befors the men lghted thelr cigurs.
They smoked in satinfled silence for some
time, enjoylog the feagrant coaloness of the
night, till the tropleal stillness was rent
by a ahrill whistle, IRaglaf, rising in-
stantly, emltied a plereing note,

"One of my men,"" be vasuslly replied In
enswer to suspicious demands,

Then n dark figure appeared, elihoustied

Inst the aky, on the high ground sbove

places an the map, A stealght los be-
tween the Point and Jolomungn will measure
exactly the saue an the yellow line between
the two yellow pegs on the boned, Is that
clear, Nouney?”

The eonfidential elerk professed bis be-
Tiel in the unproved, and turned wonders
Ing eyes on the Intent face of his young
chief.

“Now, Bonney, il I fix this board over
the map so that the tws plugs stand pre-
clsely aver the Puint and Jolomunga, you
will bave o luminons way conneeting the
two places, That saves you the trouble of
baving a light over your map=—if you need
to_steor auch o course by night.”

“Pask up all these things earvefully,” he
padd, ahortly, bis manner undergolng one
of those sudden changes, *'I shall go inte
other matters with you tonight., And—
Boaney !—1 may call you into my rosm
presently.  Take what Instructions I give
you without asking questionz. Understand ¥

“Yesslr,” replied Bonney, as the Hon,
Patron of Wu Pel sofily closed the door
wnd pussed down the passage towdrd his
prieate offiee loudly humming n lvaly tune,

“I mm delighted, Rogiafl, to bo able wo
belp you,'" gushed Mr. Jabew

THERE win o brief paase while Haglaft
Jopened the box of cignm, vmiling afresh
an bo notleed the ponition of the reepipted
bil  Jabes, happy with the lnformation be
received  from  Jobomungn, pulfed billowy
clomds from rounded Jipe. Tie wan vinpalis-
Ing Bimsell in the net of completing. the
deal while his youthiul competitor would
be on hix way to shoot wild pig,

“Fion cignr, Hoglal®. In perfect oome
dition, Lo,"

thein to the west.

"Ericki—Krieeki " the Hon, Porcival
culled, and the figare disuppearsd, A fow
minutes later the swarthy form of n powers
fal, lithe, ball-clad More appronched to
within n few paces,

“Righto, Kricki,
asked in Bpaninh.

“'Bl, wenor,"" was the gottural response,
nnd he extended a white euvelope.

Haplal withdrew out of bearing and,
Ly the ald of an electrle toreh, resd the
lotier.  His youthful face wrinkled with
pleanure,

Then he flashed the light on the half.
naked, moscular figurs, slowly lifting (he
beilllant cirelo to revaal the plittering eyes
and vermilion Nps of the grinning More.

“The senoe In ploaned "' malied the gut-
tural vole.

*You have done wondorfully well, Krickl,
How .dld you deliver the letter to the
Hultan ¥’

Kricki grinned more expansivaly and
stared unWinkingly Into the biight glow,

“The Imagn of roy village, senor, s o
great friend of the Tmnus of the Paluce,
T wm a meswenger from one Twaun to the
other, Then I give your letter to the
Fenor Rogretario of the Hultan, and be in
very pleased.””

“I'he extra thoussnd Aid 1t, T wupposs,*”
the Hon, Percival museld. ““Buotio, busas,*’
he commented, “"Now go to the boat wheis
Pedro Is and you will find food Gt for n good
Malb fan." He poloted westward and
turnad toward (he othives,

YWhat §s [T Not trouble with the
Moron?"" demanded Jubiex,

“Henar," whispared o gottural voles clowe
belilnd Maglaft, *‘these are your enemien.'

want me?' HRagla®t

Raghatt, surprised, wheeled suddenly.

AN pight, Kelell.™

“Honor, (hey are doge.’ The dark form
draw his heavy bole and eleft the alr with
o wwinhing soynd.

“No, Keiekl,” Eaglaft replin, aevorely,
thaugh b could not repross a smlle. *Ihele
Iaunch o In the lagoon: that is enough, 1

hope,  Maylow—uow go and est, Kriekl,
at onee. 1 shall ueed you vary soon, pee=
hape"  And the Flon, Perdivil miturned to

Jobem and Ly man.

1 have just pecelved news,'' he an-
nutmoed, calmly, *that necessitates n chnige
of plane,'*

SER] what's that?® demanded Jabes,
suspielously,

“Pusiness demands that 1 leave sou at
onee,” replied the ingenuous yoing volee.

“The devil you dol" Jabes suorted. “And
how mre you golug o do it} .\':l in my
lsuneh, ¥Wou ean't steal » manch on me,
Ia! ba!" the thick voico lnughed harshly.

1 fear you are mishing o wln'lmm
Jabez.' ‘The young man speke very sofily.

“Am 1, am 1, by——1"" The oldee pearl
buyee's auspiclons fired his rage, atid he
rushed hasdlong toward the lausch, ealling
to Lyman, *‘You can't gel away from me,

bek,'" he romred.
m--.].u.r' Haglaff called, with qulet In-
sistamco, and the hurrylug, stumbling figure
balted. “Be very carsful; Don't rush on
your way out through the reefs. The luu-.:
¥'koow, is (ull of h-hu;l;r—m sburke.
aglaf® Jaughed musically.

u'l!lma e turued (n the opposite direction,
niidl, Jolned by Beupey, burried westward
toward the small bay where his Loat wap
beached.

“Come, guickly. Every second connts
now. We shall have a start—bow long de-
pende—yea  it—depends——'"  his  volce
trailed Inte an lnawlible whisper, for 1he
uneren serubeeoversd groumd needed all his
wtieatian,

“Get In, man,' commanded the thick
vulee, pow hoarse with rage. “Ha'a
trying to bLlofl us!” Jabes's voice rosa to
n sream. A chicken—likp (hnt! Hie
down,” he shouted, and » t later
wwure at Lyman for doing nothing.

In & fow minutes they had two lamps
Hghted and the engine rununing  Jabes sat
back & moment bealde the tiller to regaln
bis breath,

The lnunch leaped forwan]l suddenly aw
the engine ronred lito fall voles, and Lyman
Lumped heavily agalnst the eabin,

“Hieady, Jabes, steady,'” the yonnger
man screamed.  ““There may he  rogka
abead. Raglall took & lonig time 1o reach
the lagoon, though I didn't notles It at the
thae,""

The troth of (hese words struck Bome to
Jabes, and he shut off the engine an sud-
denly ox ba had started i, but the lonoeh
eontinued o mave forward Gl sn omisous
grating wnd then a thud that sent o ahiver
through every line brought ber to & halt.

The tervitiad palr sat in awed silence for
severnl minutes. Then the senlor partaer’
Lroke the spell. *

“Hhe's sll right, Take coe of the lampe
to the bow nod tell we Dow to steer.'
Lyman obeyed, but & fow minutes later be
mald:

“Iean't see a thing exespt water."

Jabex runhed forward, rocking the lauueb,
and it grated audibly on the sharp con-
eealed rocks,

“Nabbed, nnbbed, by——1"" Jobea swore
Oercely.  "“He's shared us, tricked us into
this trap,*’

w:'ﬂl this and sliwilar reflections and
denunciations, Jabex beguiled the te-
dious hours till the Grst glimgee of red
dawn,

“Now for L Jabes eried, nnd, with
Lyman lying in the bow, he thresded the
tortuous windlngs toward the sta. Then
he pulled the starting lever to the limit
nod the powerfal eugine throbbed In full-
theouted roar as the launch skimmed over
the waveleas sen, costing from (i graceful
tilted bow n denble weve of Lluesgreen,

Minute followed minute unill one hous
had glideil Into another, but not u sall
could the engar wutchors discern.

“'Ha ean't hnvn done 1t," nflirmed Jahea,
but ke abited not ble terrific speed for un
foatant, not oven when the (dork virgln
forwsta of Jolomunga greetod his anxious
eyen.  He raeod on until he bronght the
I h to al lde the den pler.

Then, with scarcely o word to Lyman, ke
Jumped ash For t he p i to
examing the Loats within view, but there
wia o salling bent that showed signw of
recent arrival. With lighter heart he
Lustened through the awnkenlog town to-
ward the Bultan's Palace, 1

ALF an hour Liter tho shirill scroam of
o steamwar's wiren violenily staried &
dejectad pedostrinn who wan lowly ape
pronching the wooden pler, Tho ald pesrl
buyer Jooked vp and suddenly took o faw
hanty steps forwnrd an he recognised the
tall youthful fgnre standing by the shilp'n
rgiln chygting jovially with weveral men, The
Steamor ‘wna slipping awny from the pler,
Jabes 1aiood an impotent hand and vielent.
Iy esvtrated the youlbful centor of the
ehooting puety, Then a familine voloe ealled
bim, and ho turned te eow Lywan leaning
miﬁol nopaet,
“How lu the denvce did he got "
Jabes demanilod] o
Lymin pointed to o aniling bont of gracge
ful build fived with & detachable
Iying sumgly in the les of the. plep, To.
the (ropcated mast was oailed o board
beavinz o yelloss thisk Line broken only by

# clrenlar degooandon at the center,
“Meat!™ Lh sald, Ironieally, “meat] Hy

‘wade mest of us,**
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