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e —— . WASNT IT FUNNY? _

ROME people have a queer sense of humor. Take
the fellow, for instance, ‘Wwho started the rumor that
&docal taxi man had met with a fatal automobile ac-
ent. There was a keen and brilliant idea. It must
cauge the' author of the joke a lot of secret pride to
know that for an entire day a family was torn with
suspense and grief, and friends of the joker's victim
were, sympathetically anxious. S '
' 'I!he_-natum}_-reactiqn to such a mirthful idea is
apqﬂlﬁ‘lgd,ea_ similarly mirthful. Our idea of a beau-
tiful joke would be to.catch the person who sprung
%ﬁi‘pm?:al g:;he oi: ﬁeimxl_ man, throw him in.a pit
ith & few Bme grass ers and leav
bim to be kicked to death. . ol nd leave
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[__ BETTER UNDERSTANDING NEEDED
HE world has 'ng;ve:.:fwitnessed a more impressive

I »ﬂempashration.\oi. national mourning than that
which followed the death of President Harding, says
thei National Republican. |

"+ Throughout the ‘country business was suspended,
the ordinavy activities of men ceased, the heads of

illions were bowed. in sorrow and in prayer, and
¥ith a.unanimity which was almost® without a single
note out of harmony with the general spirit, of the
hour, the ean- peeple, knowing no division of
seetion, class or partisanship, joined in heartfelt trib-
ute to the chief magistrate who had fallen under, the
burden of his great office. :

She > was. convincing evidence of the essential
oneness of the American people in the face of an event
whieh called out of every being the best impulses of
humnapity and the. deepest respect for and love of
cauntvi’i-as represented in the highest post of power in
the mational government. |
.« To a degree this astounding manifestation of na-
tional grief was due to the vast and inereasing import-
ance of the American presidency: The president of
the United States is the most powerful, the most in-
fluential yuler in the world, albeit his exercise of power
répresents the expression of public opinion, speaking
through him; rather than the autocratic will of the in-
dividual occupying the place.

To an even greater depree this outburst of popu-
lav feeling represented a genuine feeling of affection
for President Harding, whose love of the republic and
of its people expressed itself in his consecrated public
service.  The intense humanity of President Harding
made an appeal that touched every heart in the nation
capable of responding to a worth-while emotion.

“11- Millions of people felt, as President Harding was
carried to the grave, thé deep regret that comes from
having® been inconsiderate in criticism. President
Harding filled the most. difficult post in the world in
one of:the most difficult periods in American history.
He' diéd under the unbearable strain which the presi-
dency put upon ‘him:* Yet he was subjected to the

108t Widespread criticisim, most of it thoughtless, little
of it justified, neavly all, of it due to the destructive
1;Bychq1 gy of the time which; ever since the war, in

neress degree, has been finding expression in a

- _censoriousness that is the biggest single obstacle to the

vestoragion of normal, healthful,

this aﬂ% all other countries: ‘

i Poltical ‘pessimismn since the close of the world
war Kas become violently - epidemic, - poisoning- the
minds bf millions,” The infection has spread from
minddomind like some deadly plague, influencing the
attitude of millions toward public and private affairs.
A Greek philosopher says that sorrow, becomes weary
of Borrowing—is it not' about time that pessimists
should Decome weary of pessimism and awake to the
mﬂfnﬁog- that when constructive thoughts: begin to

stable conditions in

* occupy: the minds of the American people a construc-

tive\era will 'begin?
1 What b wonderful thing if the American people
e sad circumstance of President Harding's

|
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death- be -restored fo a saner, sweeter, fairer, more
wholesome and constructive frame of mind!- Why
sheould not the things Americans have in common be
accentuated more, and their differences be stressed
less persistently? President Harding was the apostle
of better understanding. Why should there not be
better understanding? Why should not the preach-
ers of envy, hatred and class prejudicg be compelled
to keep still and the voice of American fraternity
and patriotism be given a befter hearing? .

The lesson of President Harding's death should
not be lost upon the American people. They owe
President Coolidge more consideratioh than was gen-
erally given to President Harding. By the radicals
President Harding was denounced as a reactionary;
by the reactionaries he was criticized as too radical.
The only common ground upon which these two ex-
tremes met was that from which they criticized
President Harding for things done and left undone,

It is too much to expect that every act of any
president will please-everybody. Government is a
matter of give and take. But genuine patriotism
requires .of the American citizen that he give a
square deal to those elevated to positions of vast
_responsibility.

Standing by the grave of a president premature-
ly dead -because the burdens of his office were too
heavy for him, the American people should resolve
that hereafter thex will be more constructive in their
attitude toward public questions and toward the
leaders called to positions of great respousibilivy
and tremendous difficulty.
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