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(. OUR DEFENSELESSNESS EXPOSED !

\

OREGONIANS should be particularly interested in
the story of oun national unpreparedness against

hostile attack, as it is told in the current issue of Me-

Clure’s by Herbert B. Mayer.

., For of all defenseless portions of ;a defenseless
country, Oregon ranks in first place. Not only is her
500 miles of coast line unprotected from attack from
the: Pacific, but a large portion of the state is so
locked within mountain walls, that if one line of rail-
Way communication were destroved, an easy task for
an enemy, she would lie a helpless vietim, without
means of communication with the rest of the nation,
to be ravished at leisure, /

~ Mayer asserts that the $350,000,000 annually re-
quired to maintain the national military establishment
in' a high state of efficiency is only one-third of what
We annually spend on candy, soda water and chewng
gum. In other words the maintenance of a proper
military force would efitail a yearly per capita cost of
$3.60, and Mayer goes on to say:

I ws coudlder the arny & ot
Iodeed. It Is—its wITlelont existenes unid
allizon orgapiantions copstitote the chesy proteecion
‘agaktne dinns that we malntain, The fire depart-
ment, for exaniple, costs $5 per capita; the average pollee foroe

ﬁ]_.. Tg $3.00 u year too greal on dnnual individual prembium
to: pay for nntionul Insurance agaliust grea: military catns-

thrope?

. Oregon, in her position, is vitally interested in
the maintenance of an adequate national army, but
she is interested in more than that.

She is interested in a system of communication
with the rest of the United States, that would make
the troops and- equipment available in case of need.

In other words it is to the immediate interest of
Oregon, and of the United States, that the Modoe
Northern railway be built, linking Oregon to the Am-
erican union with a line of rail transportation that can-
not be put out of commission by the destruction of a
tunnel or trestle that it would take weeks or months
to replace.

It is nothing less than criminal negligence that
permits this situation to exist. Men may disagree and
8ay that there is no hostile power in the whole world
that dares attack the United States—that we are at
peace, without a war cloud on the horizon, and that to
rouse such a discussion as this article is basis for, is
reprehensible jingoizm, caleulated to stir bad feeling
and bring about the very situation that it would avoid.

Yet, as far as the average citizen is concerned, the
world wa’ came from as clear a sky. Military ob-
servers were prepared months in advance by the rumb-
lings from the Balkans, perhaps, but to the work-a-day
world the carnage broke with hardly twenty-four
hours' warning. i ;

Should a war cloud rise from the Pacific, what
rotection have we? If Mayer i3 to be believed, we

- have next to none. He says:

e

If w0 milltnry, omorgency should develoh nly  tindar
prcaen.  cond!tlonw would (hava  difffeult abllizing
i within a month even 20,000 men out of th ! 1256000
authorized by coneroes, . L
E Ovaer’ ote-third of thé moblle eomliat ‘¢ tit
Y %
the relln of the regulsr army conalst of Lt and
b two men catch!
el that army toduy there {5 hut one Infantry reglmont
L r!ll 0 engage In dombu undey conditlons of modern warfare
Thot s the Twenty-ninth Infaptry, now on nonstration /
duty nt Fort Benningws, Goorgia.
" Cavalry and tield ariillery src an hadly Thoy nre
: whder-cificoredl, bnder-mo)ed,  underds und  wnidir-
Iorsed
* Injthe opition of wei' Informed milltney losdors, 18 wanld
tako g » montin, at feart, tpouoebllize 1,000,000 men.  From
"' o 'l stundpoint we are, o anll Intetts and  purposes,
aetnully defonsvlers today ngalnst any sudden witack in which
& _onr abllly o mobilles qulekly wonld inekn vietary

i Other powers have not let their armies deterior-
ate since the world war, despite a world-wide long-
Fing for peace. For instance the total military strength
ravailable to Japan, as shown by seeret and confidens
tial reports, is 2,385,000 men capable of mobilization
Land duty without loss of time.
. Esery Oregon reprecentative in the national eon-
gress, and every Oregon citizen should consider the
fingecurity in which we rest, the uncertainty of prop-
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HE PepsonaL LIBERY EXPONENT

it would seem that the

would dictate a course of action that would allow
no rest until prov.sion is made for our protection—
not only in supporting the national movement for
but in so remedying our

adequate preparedn
inadequate transportation

ess

of_ the United States would be available and cer-
tain at twenty-four hours’ notice should need for

them arise.
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