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You can afford Folger's Golden Gate—it
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Let Me Do Your

Letters From .
The People |

[
Editor Evening Herald: I

Permit me to remark that as a,
citizen on the side-line I have noted |
that the representatives of the|
State Fire Marshal's Depertment:
have come and gone. Their report
on conditions as found to exist was
given to"the public through The
Herald of September 29 and pre-
sumably will be filed with the coun-
¢il on or about October 6.

The report contains, at least, two
very pertinent statements, to-wit:

“It needs no argument to demon-
strate that fire onee started ocarries
serious possibilities of destruction.
It makes no difference how or where,

fire {8 always dangerous.”

“Ewvery city must learn for itself
that it will pay very dealy for cheap
structures in the congested district,
insufficient fire apparatus or an In-
complete water system."

Unquestionably those two state-
ments sum up the fire situation
pretty accurately, and are general in
their application.

This city has had several serious
fires; s0 has Portland, San Fran-
Francisco, Chicago, New York, Bal-
timore; I was going to mention Be-
attle, but concluded not to—where
the fire-fighting facilities had reach-
ed the scientific cone of perfection
where, presumably, munlicipal ordi-
nances designed for the minimizing
and suppreasion of fire hazards were
enforced without fear or (favor;
where nothing but fire-proof class
“A" bulldings were permitied In
congested districts.

So it appears, that even where all
precautions are taken, disastrous
conflagrations have occurred with
alarming frequency. This fact, how-
ever, In nowise justifies any relaxa-
tion of efforis (m [pirecautionary
measures to prevent such catastro-
phes or excuses neglect on the part

of any elty to enforce precautionary|®ide of Main street, from the e
“measures to the lmit of its execu-|t0 Ninth street back to :m‘

tive ability.

lalhﬂr very pertinent quutlou.li'.!arch. 1907, proviges -for proted

which follows the speeifically item-

ized statement of the apparently
very numerous shortcomings of this
city, in the matter of water supply,
construction “of buildings, poor and
inadequate fire-fighting equipment,
back of authority in fire chief ete,

“If this condition is to be mini-
mized the power lHes ‘solely’ in the
hands of those who have the legis-
lative control of the common wel-
fare and safety of the eommunity."”

This statement, read in connec-
tion with the whole report, is cal-
culated to give one the impression
that there has been a total lack of
legislation on the part of the coun-
¢il of a fire-precautionary nature,
while as a matter of fact the con-
trary is the exact truth of the situa-
tion, as witness the following data
along those lines which Police Judge
Leavitt has kindly furnished for the
purpose of this review of the re-
port, This excerpt of ordinances
now in force is Inscrted with the
idea of according to our legislative
body the credit denied by the re-
port:

Ordinance No. 28, adopted March
2, 1892, is about the first legisla-
tive action taken by the councll to
minimize the fire hazard. The or-
dinance provides for the apppint-
ment of two fire wardens, whose
duties require them to examine as
often as once every six months, and
as much oftener as they shall deem
necessary, all houses and structures,
fire places, stove pipes, flues, boll-
ers, and all other apparatus which
may be dangerous in causing fires.
It confers sufficient power on ou
marshals to enforce their orders
and subjects offenders for fallure to
comply to a fing of not less than
$15.00,

Ordinance No. 90, adopted Oecto-
ber, 1006, established fire limits and
prescribed kind of bulldings allowed
therein, ete. 'Fhis ordinange was
subsequently amended by Ordinance
No. 203 to include all lots on either

the
of the block on elther side,

tion of hose and other fire apparatus
while employed in the extinguish-
ment of fires and carries a sufficient
penalty, [
Ordinance No. 285, passed Octo-[
ber, 1912, provides for the employ-
ment of a competent person to look
after and keep in repair all fire ap-
paratus of the city

Ordinance No. 365, passed Octo-
ber, 1915, authorized the luull;-i
tion of an electric bell striker and
alarm system.

Ordinance No .372, adopted Feb-
ruary, 18186, established fire alarm
districts with numbers correspond-
ing with the alarm system in the
city hall, requiring residents to keep
posted over each telephone in the
district & card in the various fire
alarm districts.

Ordinance No. 374, adopted
March 7, 1916, éstablished a fire
department consisting of a fire chief,
assistant chief, and tem additional
firemen to be appointed by the may-
or on recommendstion of the vol-
unteer fire department; fixing the
compensation of the firemen and au-
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of the department, and gives the fire
chief police power and prescribes his
duties.

Ordinance No. 382, adopted June
1916, authorized the purchase of the
Seagrave fire truck, at a cost of §3,
950.

Ordinance No. 407, adopted
March, 1917, relates to fire hazards,
and fire prevention, makes it unlaw-

When you have your work done with Shasta
Sand you know you have the best there is

tacles or
ten

owner or occupant {o make neces-

Ordinance No. 100, adopted pn

There appears In the report one]

sary repairs, and (o avate any firel




