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fecting 'of the new gun. but for the
creating of all the special, machinery
necessary for Its construction In great
numbers. So Important was secrecy
considered that It was decided not
only must the 000 members of the
chamber of deputies be kept from
knowing that actual use to which 'the
appropriations, were to be put, but
even the thirty members' of, the com-
mission which, makefvp Ike annual
budget of government expenses could
not be allowed' to 'share' the secret
The., first 'appropriation 'asked after
the'SolxanteuInse',' model hadbeea
elected was for n,ff t.000. '

Under the clrcumstaaoee M. Mallne,
who was then premletogetber with'
Minister of Finances? Cochery and
Minister of War Bilet appealed to
the president of tho raonblle: M. Valla
Wure.' Althoughl;thC)ii(ter "had, bo
authority In the maUeri'hyconilder- -
ed'the Importance Whe'eecret such
that he loaned fy,tha!iwer and In- -
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Tho president' ad?the 'three mln

iaters.then called liiie.iJrealdent of
thei budget comm'lssiofjMrir'aui Del-- !
omhre). and the, aeeftiarrr JCamllle1
kranu.v They "talatitaASawo that
the future of France deeended on thet
budgut comroIsloq;maklBgfthe appro- -
prtatIoM,deslre'd:wTt'eenfasking
tp,;whatiend. ther5'wratbo' spent.
. preaiaem ana seerewry of the
eoiamlsiton aloke wMtfmiJbo real
senret of, the Vainstaftalwe,'' and
they pledged thelejo'ailon,

They Induced the budget commis
sion rto, make the laHlil 'appropria
tion of f o.opo;oo9,nder-'a;tltlewtha- t
would; give no Indication of the real
anna' . Thl. Il.n X.il. b'i. i. '
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000 was appropriated for the "M ','.rt, h slartiw

anil manllfaKillpn rannnn Htn"'111 I'gllta.' Kor OMnilllUt MUDomU
w.hlch bad not been oven !!" .Wr"1' n WHM ?" ,

urcoiiicQ oi oy a single ono or mo vuu ... fn nwn
deputies who passed tho approprla-i"1- " ,''" U
tlon. i

Slnco then similar tactics hayo boon
followed at every annual session of
vnrllament. even daring to
sherd the socret, even with the mem-
bers of the higher gov
ernmental authorities of France con- -'

t'nued the' securing of appropriations '

uuuor various lines, noi only until
tho perfection of the gun aad Its man- -
utacture In, huge numberawMfla- -
rurrd.'but until France was "equipped
with the glgsntle: foundries and, ape-el- s;

machlaery necesasry ta meetTany
emergoncy such; the present
which might arise.

That eventually tho, secret leaked
out and the Germans learned, It, u
now admitted to be a fact. But before
that time tho secrecy and mystery in
vwcn it was by half a dot- -

1 - . . .,- - j, - . , ren of the highest men of France,;had
permitted of lu developmeat to a de- -
giceof perfection which the
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