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Ih r  H iin lrrrr  Ih v  litsnl

a iu u n ry . N.ititiuti l l i ir ru . 
•1 I« il a mi ii aliti addi essrd  Dr 

who looked vastly  relieved Mi
n i n g  A lu t  Fra*i«*t 1 ».«• l salit 
i son  y. D ot! o r,“* lu» salii hut 
lit* t»» Im* going now I Inivr an 
iitu.ent lit my ofîI«T* a t t •* n tills 
Hit and It ?» a.must that now 
ist leave these pMi«t*i s and
iirnts of ow nership with you

lit  when we have a lit tir 
HUM»* lim e Ju st  sign a receipt (oi 

won t you so there w o n ’t l> 
"IV  loss «bout that *

| 1*1« f*mpl . .tih smoking - i n  his own 
1 h an d !

I i i/.it-1 follow «*d u.s leisurely iflto 
h r h a ll, and looked^ down th o ugh t- 

lu lly . but witliout surprise. a t the 
figure.

' You v r  that w hat I «aid was 
i true. he rcrtiurked .slowly. I knew 
1 hut tiic d-ntot would p r e lir  d*ath  
’ o l i la l  and lmr*ri.«ouiiicuL 1  hat

•imply make* H u n g  a lot easier

H ir i P was H uidv here 
killrJ Di. hi jam '

blu

X s
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I wr can  p ies* an y  char**** again st you
now, since th e doctor Is d**ad, and 
I'm  certa in ly  sorry  th at we can 't 

“ It doesn 't m atter m uch how Ion* 
j :  ou worked your schem e* or how m uch 
i you got out of Brow n It s obvious, 

though, th a t your dem and« got big- 
| ger and bigger until he at lout got 

ured and refused to |>av H ardy. who 
had never gues*'*d w h at w as going 

' m i , d iscovered the .secret som e tune 
! last Ja n u a ry , and  lig h t aw ay he tried 

*o »:• r Hi >wn to quit. W hen Brow n 
refused, lie cam e to me and I  ad - 
\l.sed h :m  to try  a  th rea t o f tellin g 
tin* police He wrote dow*n hU  tele
phone num ber so th at 1 could calt 
him  the next day.

“ S o  H ardy went back to the clin ic
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• « a r n » 4  I. % ro ll# # t'i»  #b.*ul • » n i  
lu  n r a « i )  p ro a ilM d  fila i h# w ould (n in
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> » t »4  h h  c r lm in t l  »  tik  « n i  l ia i  b »»u  
M i r l m a l l l n f  h im  on II»»  a li r n f t h  of It 

t i  o i4 »r  lu #at#p# fiom  lh# ht#i k m a ll»r  
i»  t . ^  d » d*4 t* ah’H h m a»If up c »m 

I"  • » m tu »  r l in h  for •#*•«•! m outh»  
m H  H a rd #  r » t u »n »4  fio m  hia *#cat»»n

«  i»n  "* » d a n g »» «tn ild  ha«# |»«-s»4  T illa  
h* ' I  H ard#  left, and when h » i «  tu raed.

lo t i iJ  h it  f n r i i J  and a u o i ia if  mu* 
d*r»d

n  ►» i fu rth e r «|U»attonlnt H » '4 t  r#v##U  
. I B r t v i  • i I

•i a time# and I.aula. e nta* » I. ( I i i i g t l  
t!«t» lia  id »  i a if»4  l l in a u  1«  m ake hin»

i - i  i. » fare«
# i»  th ru  t r i » »  a n » «  lin »  of a tts .k  

I« «  i* ll» H a rd «  to put ou a coal and tli»n  
I »  i ut out of t*.» fro n t d o » ,  Helteving that  
f ia  hou«'*keeper «1 1 1  he able to tell l»j hla 
i . n  a h e llie r he « a »  (he m an « h o  A c i  In 
f  • m o rn ing  or nut H a td y  trot to «#  m* 
«. *»t and . ma out the door W h*n h<*
» mi . hark the overcoat l*eaia a an»»at of 
41 •.» p alm  from  the n ^ a lv  |*ainl *l d »0 »
VS • I » » «  at lia  id «  m a t on the coat la rk
• i t  Mint th a t it. tuo. >a daubed w ith  green 

»•* Hit
tin,tv ritan***» that Ionia put the ameai 

n :• i.» t’ .r.i» - «piclon on him, and *t 
t*'■' igli flat«I\ j rot*-«la, *riaairr accepta the 
rp lan a t ion uf I .nula concciiuiig the olioli* 
in lent T lie iiandrufTa are aleiut to be 
••iiliped mi it a 1 it » «lieu II row n a I*«««*» 
■ i»*»»« hi'nglng a tett**r written by Hrown 
h l ire hi. death, end a copy ol th«- will 

Tl-e lettn tevrala more hilly the nature 
of Hi own » criminal work and tell# ti* 
!» ii foi hla own »efety mill llatdy ahouhl

• m i from  h i» vacation T w o  notea are
• . r ih  lo v d  w th  the letter These  notai

• requeat# for blackm ail money and a»#
* i»4  I Th e y  ate in the h a n d w ritin g  

o I oui , but the latter claim # that th**y

lla td y  set *w led the m Tl|»t and 
ti.«ii<i«*d it back to H atrlf^ w h u  turned 
• lid with a (tigid  stui L>»uls and 
a (Inal Imiw to F r a i l r r ,  alrixlt* mit 1 
turned c x c llrd ly  to  F r u k r .  and saw 
that h« was statin g  m oodily actons 
III# h III 1« M fs  |tr .in Ion l**t th** at 
torncy out T o  m e It leem ed that 
h r was rrlaktn g into w rtfin eaa  aft<*t 
h'Mits of aua|M*iffw* I sensed, so m e
how. that In* had  ro m r at last u |m h i  

•Aim«* clue w h h h  would l«*ad to the 
Ml »I hla 1 "i^  '1 .ni 

hH iU thougii was «till raging 
T iv in g  to wt 1« k this thing oil i i h *'

I I»»* accused the inspector. Hut you 
know that you c a n t  prove that I 
wi of** those notes «*t killed Hi own 01 
pul (hat sm fa i on H ardy's coat ot 

, inyth in g the whole thing s fram ed ! 
“T h a t 's  »bout enough out of you. 

I out*. the Inspect<n quieted him
Ids sole«* steelv “ Ypu bi»ys sec that 
no one leave* the hoti.se yet a while 
Ih ls  thing is Just about over 

T urnin g F tax ier  strode back 
| through thy hall tow ard Brow n « lit*
| '•<? lA tvate clin ic  'H ie oth ers were 

hr 1 . led l»ai k Into the UMng room 
a iie te  they aw aited the in sp ecto rs  
return . H ardy s ittin g  with sagging 

j houldeis b itiU  looking m oodily out 
, 'I *h# window, a «igarctte between 
, Ids fingers eyes sm ouldering F in ally ,
1 f  1 t i le r  returned  and slowly took a 
j rln d r

I I think he said  a fter a moment 
j of thought, that w e've com e at last 

to the end of th is curious little 
dram  « we'\e been wot king on this 
m orning H ardy you ought not to 
feel no badly We h aven 't saved  Dr 
Brow n o l course but we can  stil! 
h iin g  his m urderer to Justice, and 
tl at 's Just what I'm  going to do 
now ‘

It Isn't wholly that. Ila rd y  said 
• • • 1 n*oiiinfulty r  •  |um (he

idea that In* should have w anted my 
help  .v» badly should have died for 
the lack o f I t —-

'*1 d«Hit know but that It wasn't 
b tU rt th a t  w ay.’* F ia / ie r  said  
th o u gh tfu lly  “ I knew D r B low n  
pretty  well and I thought well of 
him And vet you have to figure 
this w av: If In* had lived Ids c rm il
led Vvoik would in evitab ly  have been 

spo«e<|( and th ere  he'd Im*. fared 
with the long agony and tdiume of j 
trial, and the wasted years  o f prison 
life I think that u m an of Ills calibre I 
would have found death  preferab le  j 
hv fa r  to (he living hell of prison 
life

' You see. Brow n started  out In 
life  wit It noble am bition , and  he 
m ight h iv e  been one of the g re a t

est m en the world lias ever ki»own

Ktir years  he was busy changing face.*, o f  escape«! criminals 
at  that they could not h e  r e c o g n i z e d  by the police

I tf he b a d il i  gotten tangled  up in F ia/aer shook hi* head  sagely.
I that orim i na I work Hut once he got N ope.- he ** k l “ Y ou  m ay not 

into th at, there w at no way In ih r  believe (hi*, but H urdy h a t  lain  dead 
world for him  to keep hU secret for- out l i t r ie in live door of the clinic 
ever No m atter how h a rd  he tried since 5 30 this m orning And this is 
li was sure to come «>ut som e day ( the m an who took id s face and his 
N»mii • little triflin g m atter would be *‘ 1 Hi >wn h im self ' * 
sure to g ive it aw ay In spite of hi*
utmost pr«vautions

'T ilfltn g  m attei» ! Th<*»e a ie  tin 
v rry  thing* that count most In a case 
like this You <Hight to know H ardy 
i* m ay In* that Just because vou cam e 
Into m y offI*e <m Ja n u a ry  fourth  and 
•  role down youi telephone number 
I'M me you were able to  sit here and 
write a receljn for Di B ro w n s  fo r 
tune tilts m orning Instead of being 
led «*fY to prison as  h is m urderer 

Iliow n 'a w ork. then, w as bound 
to he discovered by som e triflin g slip  
winch would give the w hole thing 
«w av. no m atter how hard  he tried 
to conceal It And in Just the sam e 
way. the m an who com m itted the 
m urdei hete tills m orning laid h im 
self o|M*n to d iscovery by tom e trifling 
Id tle »Up which gave aw ay  the whole 
business Hemett.ber th at say in g  
Our right hand know eth not what 

our left hand dives ? W ell, th a t ’s Just 
the case here. F«>r, a lthough our 
m an ha 1  planned the m urder to per- 
I' cIIimi and h ad  destroyed  all the 
n-al c lu es -an d  had even arran ged  
lo r the occurrence of fa lse  clues to 
lead suspicion aw ay  from  him self, 
«•tie tn tling  slip  wa* enough to bun g 
the whole stru ctu re of h is p lan  tu m b 
ling down alKHit h is head And right 
now. as he listens to  m y words here 
In this room , he know s flint the end 
of his concealm ent Lh n ear! *

Louis's face w as g ra y  and  he 
s«*emed alm ost about to stran gle  
‘ It s a d irty  fram e-u p ! he yelled 
“ Dam n you, F rasie r , you cun t put 
tills th ing «in me

Wait a minute,*’ said  F ra s ie r  calm  
ty He looked at H ardy very sh arp - 

shndow of a sm ile drew 
H ardy,

and threaten ed  Brow n T h a t started  
i furious quartet, w hich was heard  

by both D r Louis an d  M iss B ra n 
don You two did hear H ardy 
threaten  Brow n, and you did hear 
Brow n tin eaten  to k ill H ardy i f  lie 
took tlie story to the police. T h at 
was on Ja n u a ry  4 B row n  had to 
work fast because he knew that if 
lie d idn 't, he would b** ex|>osed be- 
. »!•• M i l J v  I«* i • • • A : 1 Ml III - * A »

* * * t ion
C H A P T E R  X I I  *The first thing he did was to

agree w ith H ardy to stop  his crim i- 
1 r«Al work He waited until Louts t M

But inspector.** I exclaim ed as we gone and then a plan suddenly cam e
went slowly hack Into the living into h is m ind H e could exchan ge
n -.m  Stirrljr vou c . n t  n .n m  th a t ‘ ‘» '• " '“ T 1  »*«» H a rd y -m o ld  HardyM 
this .. ..... » ,  thought « .»  H ardy U ' T T 1 ,n ,°  hU  ° T " :  ro l)r
..•a lly  B ro w ..! W hy B row ., w „  a ? '  ' kM' , RnvL  ' ' " ‘ n l.d<> ' h " . 1 T V "  
r .l.wed m an. and  bt» ( ra .u rrs  . r . r  ,H  u  ^  Z L
d istin ctly  N rgr.ad  T h is  m an who
ii.s . com m itted suicide I .  ja st the op- * ,,(1 H *'ndv to * « * “ *

T h e r e ,  n o th in , .b o u t Uuir " ,  B r ',w n IVl you * et ,h<- 
,u  .suggest A frican  descent ~ 1 w ,  s„ „  a ut(le pu„

Now wall a m inute. Eddie.'* the /led 
l .spector chided “ Let me exp la in  B row n  and H ardy were about the 
the th in g first and  then  you can  give s * me age, had  the sam e height, and
the *  hole story to your jiaper both had d ark  eyes and h a ir. T in;
s tra ig h t.’* plan struck  B ro w n  as  being feasible.

O K . ."  I agreed  We a ll went into *nd the dan ger involved d idn ’t count 
(he Uv tng-inont an d  K racler laced  a* long a* it m eant security  fo r  h im . 
us. Itglvtlng up a new cigai H ardy would be dead, buried under

“Tl»e kev to th is  whole m ystery,’ B ro w n s  nam e, while he. Brow n , 
he started  a fte r  a  moment is the would live under H ard y ’s iden tity  and 
lact that Dr Hi own. be\kle> being would inherit his own esta te ! E v e ry - 
one ol the greatest p lastic  surgeon* one would believe him  d ead ; he vould 
the world h a s  ever know n, w hite or never be exposed; h is m oney rou id  
black was a lso  the discoverer «>f a still be h is  Y ou  see how s to g irr in g  

j prucev» by w hich the color of a m an 's  h i* idea wa&. and how stn *r‘. a  m an 
J »kin could actu ally  be changed  iron» he must have been?"
I w hite to black or from  black to T h e inspector paused a m Miient 

w hite, or to an y slvade in  between, before he continued.
“ Now for years. Just as he told us “ On the afternoon  of Ja n u a ry  

here th is  m orning, he w as engaged fo u rth ’’ F raz ier  resum ed. “ B*ow n 
in using his woi»derful sk ill in c h i  ng- m ade hts piepas at loirs s w ift ly . H: 
rug the fa re s  and com plexions of went to hL* attorn ey 's  and drew up 
escaped crim in als so that they could •* *!»ort w ill leaving his entire lor 
never be recognixed by the p o l i c e  I *une to H ard y. T h ?n  he gave th 
Out of that p ractice  he m ade the Attorney

l> . and th«
back the corner., of his hits 
w on’t vou call the re*t oi my men 
I* »in head ' mi «t i e r s ’

Hardy stepped nut in to  the hull 
and Louis sank l ack into his seat 
nerveless

T h en  from  the hull cam e lh,* M id
den roar o f « pistol!

All of tiN burst out into the h all, 
men from  h eadquarters pouting in 
from  the outside T h ere we found 
Hurdy. crum pled on the floor, the 
1 «atol whose shot hud torn through

grea te r  p a il  of his m illion dollar
estate He had th a t window levs cfltilc 
built onto the back ot his home s im 
ply tu oi k#i that h is c rim in al c lients 
would 1»* t r e a t ’d th ere  w ith lit f e u  
of dr I ction

He could keep them  there for 
M on th , at .« time K lu vc .v ta i. for 
Ills vvoik unit then when they were 
MitUtt n ily  changed  and the scars 
itutl healed with liu id ly  a trace, he 
would lot them  go. He kept th is up 
for sum • yeu is before he was dts- 
«overoit by Di Louts!

‘ Louis, it was you who discovered 
B ro w n s  secret and  blackm ailed  
Hrown T h ese  notes in your h a n d 
w riting m e conclusive proof of that, 
ic  me. at leittt I doit t know that

letter by w hich he hoped 
to turn all susp icion  from  H ardy and 
to sh u n t it. it possible, upon Louts.

“ T lia t  n ight. Brow n and H a r t/  
m ust have be n alone in the li.uae 
and B row n  must h< , gotten Hardv 
into his clin ic  in som e w av. knock, d 

I him  out o r dru ; : d him . and  ih  'ti 
] bound hlu» t v the opem t-nr. tab! *. 

T IN  M i l
swered In a pood im itation  oi H ar
dy's voice, and told me »hit ev e ry 
thing w as a ll right F r the n 'v t  
two m onths he work d with k n e e  
and drugs on th ? lu ip ic ."  ita i iv . 
chan  png hi* fac ia l oik 1 me. d a ik tn  ng 
his skin , g Nttiiig it iv and cutting 
there un til H a rd y s  taco b .c im . a 
perfect rep lica o f h»s »n»n. And in 
th ? m eanw hile l x  was n .ak i 5 hu


