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M Y S T I C
“ I h e  l i r g c ”  D irect»  
H is  Dest in y . • .

»loan of Arc I Icnril "V o ices"; Greatest Black Singer Hears “The V oice"
R o la n d  M a y r s ,  A m e r i c a ’s G r e a t e s t  S in g e r ,  in a n  E x c lu s iv e  

I n te rv ie w ,  G ives  th e  S e c r e t  F o r m u l a  of His S u c c e s s  H e  
R e v e a ls  H im se lf  fo r  th e  F ir s t  T i m e  as  a M y s t i c — a  B e l ie v e r  
in a n  I n w a r d  “ U r g e ’' w h ich  C a r r i e s  l l im  S u c ce s s fu l ly  O v e r  
E v e r y  O b s t a c l e  A3 L o n g  as  Me E isten »  to its V o ice .

I t ; III IIV ttl.K K I EY lillO IIIV IN  > nil T liere Is vunrtlilug «Uhm  nie.
A., I aptwoarhrd t lv  heavy oaken An Urge or call it Oml. higher Ilian 

(lorn Uie M ill silver tones ol th e 1 myself. Inauri than iny-,-11 yet Wlth- 
clear incomparable tenor vmr,  in m y * ll  th sl sust.U is me In .M .m .i.

• 1 I follow IU  guidance, I uni mix
floatet! out ol the open transom Itilo U|||pd , alw, y ,  ,u lrn  u, „  , , rt.
the hull A multi pauarct to lu irn  
I kUMd without, walling (or tlir «lug- 
rr to OitUli * braiitliul a it*

All Um» anon. the lu-’-l juuUUimhI j 
tutu* dirti »wav Only thru did I 
Triiturr to m ik f  known my prrxrncr 
without

('m ur in. " a voler callrtl out. ThU 
Voler could bri ng only to one j**r- 
ft.ui Itoland Haye*. America1» muai 
aiHcvAftful anti highest paid conceit 
trlUl

1J|Miii roming Into thr ptrarncr o( 
this gtrat xlngrr I was Immediately 
made cofucioua of the alncrrtty, in j 
t»**r iiv. and earneAlncx# of the man J 
There u% no aitifUiuhty about him 
Tin* hand rla*p wax lie arty The
ry r* »ent out their welcome without 
a hint of boredom in their depili»

The two phone» rung interm it­
tently MrNaengcrx knocked ut the 

of the »ulte incessantly INi» j

I . i l e i t  P h o t o  of  
R o la n d  H a y e s

here closely to the |Mth of duty 11 
ha» set before ine I allow no one to 
interfere with tl»e plans It outline» 
for me. and I am .u< re.vxful In the 
mruMire that I rfTacr myself and 
recognise It

Juan  of Arc said »he heard many 
voice« which aided lier in her rise 
from a shepherd girt to a national 
leader Hot here w»*\ Itoland Iluyes 
talking about rill-: VOICE

Wlwii were you conscious of this 
leading? I asked

"I felt the •Urge1 first when I was 
fifteen yeata old Only now, I are

"There in eomelhing 
within me. an Unte­
rai! il I always
rater tu it."

4tiM»r of the suite incessantly Pen 
pie influential people, famous |M*o|gi 
were denietl audience They were 
turned away kindly, yrt firmly 

Then, and only then did 1 reatine 
Just how gracious It lami Haves was. 
to accord me an hour of his busy day, 
to give this message to Ills people 

What can I say to them ?" He 
p«(ns4*d tn reflection. T hen with a I 
hint of annoyance he continued .
“There ha» been, so much »aid I 
wmild rather live my message than 
talk about it "

“Vou an* living It." 1 told him 
•That Is why we are Interested in 
what you have to any Many |M*ople| 
talk who Could never attuili to great | 
lie.s» You have demonstrated your 
pm l>ose b y  your achievement»
Hurely you can tell ua. this race |

Krt moiiry enough lo g o lo a nujht an honor. It doc* the race but Utile
i good T he masses are stUl down. 

Spending money foolishly for while the one who has achieved 
things that profit nothing." How greatness is looked upon as excep- 
truly the singer spoke! lional. He U not even grou|ied wph

• You understand me. It 1» not fluff the race, for the world claims lum 
I want their money. I want them The m asse, are no better off And 
my people, to o i w  and hear me be- because we do not try to rise we 
cause I am their own " , suffer There is nothing In the

Common sense Wild me that Hayes world with enough power to stop us. 
s|H>k>- tiie truth. He has no need to once we determine t<^.succeed Tile 
try to influence people to g o 'to  hts trouble Is with oorielves We g.ve 
concerts for Hu- box office admls- „p too quickly. We are too easily 
Sion Roland Hayes is always sure discouraged We suffer by our own 
ol a full house j hand, then censure the world for

I Wish I wlsIi above all things our reproach 
that wr would atudy more and un- ^  a rmre we must learn the fundm- 
dci stand w hit it our own We must mentals of life. Our training has 
learn U» know values 'loday the been wrong. Our vision has been 
color d ¡»eoplc are not indispensable distorted We have been ashamed 
loday vie do not occupy the places , f  ourselves and our contributions." 

of c»t«*ein we once held Indc *d. we j “Some people say that the singing 
aie no Unger n eded lor domestic Qf the spirituals help» to keep be- 
po.\itioil's it  is deplorable I do not [ore the colored people an inferiority 
know a hat w ill become of inv race complex Do you agree with them ?’* 
W<* are being pushed back, shunted No! No*" tiie singer answered my 
aside Even the menial tasks we question. “They are mistaken. The
once looked upon as ours, are be in j ; spirituals are ours. God gave them
taken away from us t0 us Before we sing them however.

Wh.it would you suggest? I ,*.sk- we should first appreciate them, un- 
ed Would y u say that we are der.xtand them, then try to interpret
lacking In leaders, or shall our * them so that the world will love our

offering.
**We must set our goal. We must 

•tand there and work until our aim

leader.*, become more awakened'*"
" I f  you mean by leaders, one or 

two exceptional people the race
look* up to No! W hat we need i s 1 ls accomplished I always think first 

, A universal awakening of the colored ,># my people. Nothing can stop us 
people Out of this awakening, out- if we purpose in our hearts to go 
st indtng individuals will arise Our forward 1
race will never be recognised because i  passed from the presence of this 
one 01 two jieiple have succeeded Voice who had made the world 
E ich  individual «■ catch the vis- listen, not by ostentation, or blare of 
ion. and all must struggle to rise | trumpets, but by a steadfast belief 
together. Not one awakened soul, j m his own convictions, and a w'ill- 
but every colored man must awake j ingness to work out his purpose in 

If  one or two colored men achieve the face of every opposition.

SCULPTURES YOU OUGHT 
TO KNOW ABOUT

From  th r  boo*.. F m dnctpation  an d  th e  F reed  in Americoi 
Sculpture." by Freeman H enry H arris H urray.
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R o llim i H a y e s

my |M*n|»lf* to know
We M l for awhile In silence 
" I  cannot t« lk ; I rsn  only sing ' 

T ills s tu b m rn t cam e simply, humbly, 
with no trace of egotism. It  was 
given aiailiap'llcallv

• Do my songs mean anything t » 
you?" hr asked quirkly.

"They do," I assured him " I t  Is 
not your voire alone, perfected and 
m ah’lilraa though It be There Is 
something deriier tliat Is felt when 
you sing And. at the end of the 
runrert f am always conscious of 
having just had a aplrllual lienrdic- 
lliin lireul lied u|tnn me

As I talked, the singer sat hark In 
the depths of a massive gold and 
Vermillion Hub rhatr. His eyes were 
rinsed as though 111 meditation His 
hands lay Idly upon Uie arms of I hr 
rhatr.

As I finished speaking It seemed 
as though the man was surrhargrd 
with power T he body beram r erect 
T he hands, those expressive hands 
with lung taiiering Ungers; those 
hand* that still, by their rorded 
veins show years of strenuous labor, 
damped the arms of the chair The 
lilerring eyes looked at me Inlentlv 
'll* ‘ re Is something myaterioAs about 
the eves of Roland Iluyes. They are 
|M>werful. hypnotir eyes, and you feel 
that the man is looking, not at you. 
but In ti your very aoul

'T h e n  you understand mv mes­
sage,' he declared "You nre able|

Of other more or less notable works 
produrrd before the Civil War only

m orii In need of teaching, something
that will cause us to look up m rr m uch more clearly than I did a! that therefore wr are ashamed tn offer
kteaillastly time Yet. as I look back, I know \ ourselves lo the world Tike myself.

There Is not much that I run . . . . . . . . .  . , .  . one needs to be mentioned on thisn i in i ina I that each li,tp|iening. no m atter how for Instance, mv people would not ,M-riision That one u  tlw eollosals.iv or how shall I say what I wish . . . . .  . occasion in a i one is >he colioaal
unpleasant It was. has hel|a-d me on , come to hem me sing. If l had not statue of 'Freedom  - on the dome of
to mv goal Mv way, sometimes llrst b<*en recognized by the other Capitol W ashington The| sculptor called it Armed Liberty
Unitigli smooth |Mths. many times ra ce s" hut the official name adopted was.

However, it is popularlyover rough places, has always led in | There was no biitei tie.v. ill till., re- Freedom 
the right direction for me, m ark, rather there was

"T his carries me on. anil nothing' pity. One has but to kii m tile his- This statue was modeled by Thom as

............... . known as "Liberty." and bv that name
profound ! ,  shatl RPnenliiy refer to It

can stop me ss long as 1 follow Its  I lory of Haves's earlier struggles to i , ! 1' * ! ’",’* * yera* 'e a rs  before the 1 _  War but was not cast In bronze until
leading know how truly he spoke For years «bout lHfil and it was In 1S63. after

• We as a rue • must Iran i to give. Hayes gave recitals at colored the Fmanclpation Proclam ation had
Oive for the J<»y of giving, not with j churches. There was no marked en­
tile rx|Nat1att(in ol receiving again 
You are wondering what we have 
lo  give Our heritage Spirituality 
is our heritage Expression- colorful 
tom* Ls our heritage We kn.iw that 
we have these gifts, yet we are con­
stantly offering to the world som e­
thing not til ourselves, and wr won­
der » i n  n is rcjw tM l

We lack. above all things, the

gone Into effect, that It was ttnulty 
rataad into ns place 

thustasm over him. He was liked, i tt  Is recorded that the head-cover- 
hut he was not acclaimed by them ‘"K <*f Crawfords first model of this 

. . .  . .s t a t u e  was the fam iliar "Liberty cap'
He was just another good colored ■ whtch was adopted by the French 
sti.ger However, when he was rec- ' Revolutionists ThLs form of cap is 
ogtiixed by tie  Eur ipeons. nut by said to have been derived from the 
white America, we looked upon h im 1 Roman pileua. the Phrygian cap worn 
differently. He was not only u singer by niaimmitti'sl slaves
It-  .... . . .  , , ,  ____ . i .Tcfferson Davis who was then Sec-He was an artist O l course In w.is lt.U|.y Wllr undPr whaso dejwrt
and Is today, tor lie stands as the m rn| the dome was being constructed

IMiwer of c n v let Ion 'm en , sfter the most iiopiilar. and the most signill- ,,bjected to the "Liberty cap." holding
ronvtrlion comes. we lack Ihr will to 
stand bv H We must rulsr a Irvel 
and stand hv It until we ran al talli 
to it

cant singer In the concert world. I that It was a symbol unsuited to a 
Hut we. hts own people had lo be |>eople who. hr claimed, had "always"
told this by another people 

"And yet." Ifayes continues, 'about
"My mission is to give My mes- one |ier cent of my audience Is col- 

sage is in my songs Wliut Is the wed. You cannot know my Joy 
unfoldment ol my message comes to when I look out over the thousands 
an individual, days, months, years 
a lter I am gone I have done my
work There Is no joy ill receiving 
The leal Joy comes in seeing the need foolishly

been free Tliere was quite a contro 
versy over tt and the outcome was the 
head-dress which "L iberty" now 
wears, which has been described In 
many ways, one description perhaps 

| no more Inaccurate than the rest— 
ol fares and see one black face 'Ihey being, "an  eagle-shaped helmet with 
cannot say that Hie concerts arc „ circlet of stars " 
too expensive, for they s|M-iid money Another interesting m atter comiec-

hatfor thing- that profit led with the statue Is that wlitir it
and helping nothing.
• " I f  nnly my pcoplv would learn to These remarks from (lie singer 
appreciate t Itoli own! We appi r e la te 1 brought to my mind a conversation 
wli il some other race troches it . We I bad s iine Lime previously with » nuts' It "."tu in eJ rebel

was being cast In bropze at M ills 
foundry, near W ashington the South- 
ern states began seocdltvt: where­

to feel the 'force llial la dr.ving m e1 think nothing we have Is good, youngster. He had soM hts car to assistant como'eled the work

ii|H>n (lie while workmen, as Ja r r e s , 
" " i *  “  nil.I a colored

r ■ ‘doin' statue an dome o f  th 
Nation  if Capitol at W ashington , 

by Thomas Crawford


