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L'rhiiiK In a  \H ir ­
su te  of tow n, a  

ould no t c a re  to work 
v in eg ar fac to ry  a ir  

u larly  en joyab le  to  a 
an like mvse'.f He was 

th e  biggest fellow i d ever seen , husky 
m id  m uscu la r an d  speedy on h is fee t; 
a  heavy-bodied  boy w tth  a  p a ir  of 
h a rd  fists an d  p len ty  of good m uscle 
to  back th em  up  I n am ed  h im  Kul 
M angle, first tim e  I g lim psed  h im  in 
a  scrap.

w as ju s t hick on m y p a r t  th a t  I 
r.d h im  a t  all. I h ap p en ed  to  be 
th e  lookout ju st th e n  lo r a  good 

f to add  to Billy A llen s s tr in g  
Allen is th e  biggest boxing pro- 

t e r  th is  side of New Y ork, in case 
you d o n 't know, an d  I h a p p e n  to  be ' 
h is  r ig h t h a n d  m an.

I h ad  ju s t d riv en  o u t to  th e  L aurel 
B oxing Club to  look over a  couple of 
fellow s who h a d  been tra in in g  th e re  
N eith er of th e m  was w orthy  of c o n - ' 
s idera lion . so I tu rn e d  hom ew ard  J u s t  
before I h i t  tow n  I cam e upon th is  
v inegar fac to ry , an d  a lth o u g h  in  m ost 
cases I step  on  th e  gas an d  hold  my 
nose while p assing  such  a  place, t h i s ; 
tim e I was a t tr a c te d  by a  crow d of 
husk y  w orkers w ho h ad  g a th e re d  in 
tlie  \a rd ,  ch eerin g  wildly as th e y : 
w atched  a couple of boys sc ra p  it o u t ' 
in  th e  cen te r o f a n  im provised  ring . | 

A nd were tho se  boys in  e a rn es t!  
I 'm  here  to  say th ey  were. T hey  w ere ! 
b o h  b ig—ab o u t th e  sam e size, in  fac t 
—but th e  b lin d in g  speed an d  fury  of 
a tta c k  of th is  boy I n ick n am ed  Kid 
M angle kep t h is  s lugg ish  o p p o n e n t1 
in  a co n s ta n t daze.

f i s t s  s treak in g  every second, th e  
K .d  would ch arg e  in. A r ig h t  an d  a  
left arid a n o th e r  r ig h t landed  in th e  

ower m an 's  m id -section  A stlfl 
r sh t  u p p e rcu t rocked hi-s jaw  R ight 
th e n  ar.d  th e re  I saw th a t  tills  boy
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was p len ty  good I t  took h im  Just 
ab o u t tw o m in u tes  to pum m el h is o p ­
p o n e n t o u t of com m tsion. A nd how 
th a t  o th e r  boy w as to rn  up! He re ­
m inded  m e of a s h ir t  a f te r  its  fiftie th  
t r ip  to  th e  lau n d ry , an d  th a t 's  no 
fooling

"A n a tu r a l! "  I  sa id  to  m yself 
G ive t h a t  boy a  li ttle  tra in in g  an d  

h e ’s h ead ed  s t r a ig h t  tor th e  big tiin< 
W h a t could be sw eeter?-1'

I tr ie d  to  ca tc h  h im  r ig h t th e n  an d  
g e t h is  s ig n a tu re  o n  th e  d o tted  line, 
b u t lu n c h  h o u r w as over a n d  th e  
whole gan g  h a d  to  ru sh  back to 
work So I Just fo rg o t th e  odor of 
fe rm en tin g  ap p les an d  sou r v inegar 
long enough  to  c a tc h  h im  on  th e  way 
ou t a t  q u ittin g  tim e

"How m uch do you m ake a ro u n d  , 
h e re ? ” I  asked h im , so r t of a b ru p t­
ly-

He looked a t  m e h a rd  as th o u g h  |
fie th o u g h t It w asn 't a n y  of m y b u si­
ness, w hich p e rh a p s  i t  w asn 't, bu t 
th e n  h e  answ cre jl; "T w enty-five 
per."

"I 'll  give you fifty ,” I  offered, -a n d  
g u a ra n te e  you a  good sc ra p  a t  leas t 
once a  week. How docs t h a t  so u n d ?"

H e looked puzzled. "S ay , w h a t's  
your gam e, an y w ay ?" h e  asked.

“I 'm  on th e  look o u t fo r a  good h e a ­
vyw eight," I  exp la in ed , "an d  you 're 
it. F if ty  per, free tra in in g , an d  only 
a  couple of h o u rs of rea l work a  week 
Is m y offer. A re you o n ? ”

"L is ten ,” h e  sa id , “ I ’ve got a  p re t­
ty  good Job r ig h t  now, an d  Jobs is 
m ig h ty  h a rd  to  get. M aybe I d o n 't  
like th e  p lace—th e  sm ells a n d  all. 
Nobody does. B u t Is t h a t  an y  reason  
w hy I shou ld  give up  m y work In f a ­
vor of som e f ly -b y -n ig h t schem e like 
you g o t h e re?"

"T h is, my boy, is no fly -b y -n ig lit 
■ them e. I re p re se n t Billy Alton, t/h o 's  
got a  m illion  bucks b eh in d  h im  and  
m aybe m ore. I ’ve seen  you figh t 
a ro u n d  here, an d  if  I  know  a n y th in g

you 're a  rea l coiner. You d o n 't w a n t,  g in  to show w h y t lie could do He 
to work a ro u n d  a v inegar fac to ry  all was alw ays so rt o f p layfu l In th e  ring  
your life, do you for tw en ty -five  a  u n til he got m ad  My g re a te s t prob- 
w eek?" | lern was to  g e t h is  figh ting  in s tin c t

M aybe no t. B u t w h a t can  I do? , a ro u sed  as soon as th e  op en in g  gong 
I t s s te ad y  work, an d  f ge t pa id  regu- S o u n d e d  no t a f te r  he  h ad  ta k e n  a 
la r A nd m aybe a f te r  a  w hile I II be dozen s h a rp  clip« o n  th e  beezer, I 
used to  those  v inegar sm ells. Most th o u g h t th e  th in g  over m igh ty  h a rd , 
of th e  fellow s a re  a lread y ."  bu t s till no so lu tio n  offered  Itself So

I d id n 't  w an t to lost kid. so I 1 h ad  to  let It slide for a  while
Jum ped m y offer up  to  seven ty-five  We m atch ed  th e  k id up w ith  Mleky 
He s til l  seem ed a li ttle  a d a m a n t, but M lera. a  sc rappy  o fay  heavyw eigh t 
ju s t th e n  wc c a u g h t a  kno ck o u t WhtD w ith  a  big edge of experience. T h e  
of th a t  v in eg a r-lad e n  a i r  I was ready kid toyed a ro u n d  w tth  h im  for th re e  
to  pass o u t a n d  he  w as read y  to  sign rounds never rea lly  aggressive, ro n  
We bo th  Jum ped ill th e  c a r  an d  I te n t m erely  to  hold  h is o p p o n en t off 
b ro u g h t h im  buck to  th e  c ity  w ith  me And th e n  lie n ea rly  gave ns h e a rt 

T h e  boss looked h im  over next fa ilu re  as he  w en t dow n a t  th e  open-
m orn lng  w hile I p u t h im  th ro u g h  u 
stiff w orkout. He d id n 't  show  any  
p a r tic u la rly  good form  an d  he  proved 
to be r a th e r  raw , especially  In th e  in ­
figh ting  B u t th a t  w as w h a t was to 
be expected . W h a t he  d id hav e  was 
p len ty  o f speed an d  s ta m in a , th e  pow ­
er to  tak e  It, an d  a n  In tu itiv e  "know  
w hen It cam e to  boxing

"Looks like a  good bet,"  th e  boss 
to ld  m e "H e'll m ake th e  g rad e  If 
h e 's  tr a in e d  r ig h t. K eep  o n  eye on 
h im  for m e, will you?”

"S u re ,” I said.
" W h a t’s h is n am e?"
"W illie B row n in w h a t h is  m o th er 

calls h im . I tagged  h im  K id  M angle 
— he used to  press app les in  a  v inegar 
facto ry . .Sounds p re tty  good, don«  
you th in k 7 "

“I t ’s kay  w ith  m e." He g rin n ed  a  
little .

I w ent over to  show  th e  boy how 
to  p u nch  th e  bag. T h e  boss looked on 
a  few m in u tes, th e n  w ent o u t on  b u si­
ness.

You'd be su rp rised  how  quickly  th is  
K id M angle developed a f le r  th a t  He 
was a  n a tu ra l  figh te r anyw ay , once 
you got h im  s tir re d  u p  b u t r ig h t 
th e re  w as th e  troub le  You h ad  to  
g e t h im  rea lly  riled  before  l ie d  b e ­

ing of th e  fo u rth  fo r th *  co u n t of 
n ine , th e  re su lt o f a  slash ing  r ig h t 
to  th e  heart

B ut lie go t up again , He was gam e 
th e  kid was, an d  no q u itte r  Anil 
w hen  he  d id get up th e re  was a  g rlm - 
ness In Ills fac • t h a t  boded no  r i s k ] 
for O lay  M lers Ferociously  now he 
rushed  Die o lder m an , his p iiinm ellng  
rifts b ea tin g  a  s h a rp  ta tto o  upon th e  
v e te ra n -  body A nd in th e  next 
round  a  c ru sh in g  le ft to  th e  head , 
fo llow  d by a  s tiff  l ig h t  to th e  h e a r t, 
s e n t th e  w hite m ail to  th e  can v as! j

"T h e  boy's a ll r ig h t,"  th e  boss to ld  I 
m e n ex t day . " B u t you've got to  get I 
h im  s ta r te d  ea rlie r. T h ree  rounds 
th e re  he  w as easy  prey  for an y th in g  
M iers h ad  I doubt. ,f he landed  a  
dozen solid  b.ows In all t h a t  tim e. Y et 
you see he  r a n  f ig h t w hen he  gets 
going ”

I a g r e e d  w ith  a ll th a t ,  b u t still 
e o u ld n 't th in k  of an y  rem edy  O th e r 
figh ts cam e along, a n d  th e  very sam e 
th in g  h ap p en ed  over an d  over

In  th e  b a ttle  w ith  T a rb ab y  M ark, 
a  g laneiiig  blow w hich  silt h is  cheek 
woke th e  kid up a f te r  lour fram es of 
in -a n d -o u t fig h tin g  W ith  K iller 
H arris  It was a  low blow w hich til«  
referee failed to  see W ith  young 
W ills, a  ta u n tin g  th r e a t  t h a t  act

I th e  kul afire  l>f course, be finally  
j cam e o u t victorious In a ll Hire« 
! sc raps , w hich was a ll w r could  h o t»  
fof. but th e  boas knew  u n d  I knew , 
th a t  our luck wouUiti T hold  ou t for*  

I r v r r  Wc w rn t ahc.nl w Hh our platut, 
Iholigli aiu t finally lined  Up C h a m p  
Norfolk city  liravv w eight ch am p , for 
a six -ro u n d  sc rap

I " t i r t  h im  m a il ! ' tile  le e s  o i t h i r d  
h o c  "Ho an y th in g  h u t h a v r  h im  
! ligh ting  m ad w hen lie c lim bs In to
th a t  r in g  i t s  th s  on ly  w .n h f  D

! i ver beat Hits boy '
t m oaned , le tu c in b crln g  th e  m an y  

previous is  cas Iona on w-hlth I h a d  a l - 
j tem p ted  to ag g rav a te  h im  to  a tig h t-  
f mg h e n ry  w ithout «Wei css S till, 2 
¡p rom ised  Hilly Allen w as th e  bow  

M i-  n tg tit b efo rr th e  bou!. I sa l 
ul tlinug lit And tlie  m o le  1 im k r i l  

In n  In .m i th e  fa r th e r  I was from  a 
so lu tion  F inally  I itorctl off lo sleep. 

I t m ust have lu t tue ln  th e  m uid le  
J of th e  n lg ld  th a t  Idea At anv ra le , 
w hen I rushed  dow n to  t l i -  c o rn e r  

¡g ris  < ry to get w hat I needed , 1 found 
It cUuwd an d  liail lo w ait u n til m o rn ­
ing Hut a f te r  th a t ,  I w asn 't w or­
ried an y  m ore

1 w a 'd i e d  over Kid M angle like a 
t o iillh u n t on P age H
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