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OES BLACKFACE ACTING
'EXERT A MAGIC / za=
SPELL OVER
AMERICAN
AUDIENCES?

Ever since the great Bert Williams began the now prevalent artifice of :
corking the face, there has been a strange epidemic of blackface
actors both bad and good  an epidemic that thows ro sign of |
abating |
By GEORGE SANTA
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A %' The late *Bert” Willlams, conceded by the most “hard-boll=d" critl
.-_-»,.:.‘ Leen the greatest o dlan of all time He, it was, whae | T Vv
lenit custom of blacking the fa It was amored that this n tet
hit wnan L} dera 2 lentally but there can be no « 1 .
m has become a deeply imbedded essential o Ames 1 T

scarletl Sister Mary™

Gireatest

b b ot umbonbisdly. s ome of the foremest Players A scene from one of the vear's most unusual plays in which Fthel Barry-

ol the English-speaking stage. This is o picture chowing more, on the lef(, apperared in blackface in an effort (o duplicate the imecess

the beauty she was ever so reluctant to conceal in order of Al Jolson, Amos and Ady and & host of other whites wha have attained
to win fame vin the Blackface route fame and fortune through the burnt cork roule,

ATHIA bal dguitous blackiaced mask One Lhinks of Searls Sister Mary, the principal char
clora hav reaped the lucrative d Al Jolson not as a Hebrew song wriler but acter, Is a most unmoral colored wir
the corked [ace e success of wi n blackfaced sentiment dispenser on his knows nothing of birth control and s
scting has heen le sh f pher knees, his arms out howling “mammy He sing no sort of contraceptive intelligence
Over the madio by far the m received his inspiration from the inimitable allows her nonchalance in mattsrs of sex to
comedy leam has been the mirth-pros Bert Willlams years before Jolson had ever imply color her lfe without the slightest
Amos ' Andy Ihese tw> hy sheer recelved the acclalm and, of course, the bit of remorse.
tion of the 1 s imagination hav wealth, that has fallen his lot It has been up to Ethel Barrvmore to
A ated nn unpre i demand for the rid Perhax ore than Jolson's unusual ability i ray Lthis character in bold outhnes in
cullng type of blackince actin o “put ver A song, it was the blackinced wder to fully create the atmosphere alleged
er-in on  Amiy Andy derive cene in- the "Singing Fool that brough to exist among Negroes b ertain =sections
mary  entertainmen [rom Imagin such  widespread success o that  weepls of the United States
these (w mied b 1y VArou pleture iIh et of the great LT RsA sLe )y
ed %o far as thelr faces are | i AR Eddie Cantor Jolson's fellow Hie ioes Nt here concern thig article, It is fax
are \r h wh 1 h ] m wew. ha apitalized most magnificen " maore iEnificant .‘_m. h too, has [« th
tions of the n t reposteron p-Cidled N mammy "’ yewling. In the pleture “Whoope :“'I.':" spell of blackface acting Not sati
uro Iars me of the very best shots was the cleve fled with being consider America's great
i ftor o momel he  radi Mg manner in which this smart little act esl mctress, she wishes to establish herself
g | caomed dols » vhite nj nanageda  get himself into the blackia ;‘ - nmort tly in "l_" minds und hearts
pearnnee, as Lbhey are supposed to b 1 ittitude  without deliberately sooting h _""! public as did Bert Willlams or proi
actunlit the  whole dublous  Muston ol oo I‘“.']I " .
‘ Amos 1 Andy would he lost, and o Amo I'he song he sang while in this makeup wa r.:ul. :;m‘w.\: !ulnlrlll'.lul‘- Mille i .
n' Andy their $100,000 gontract would be an ne of the best of tha pleture But on thhe !nnw“ r " |1|'. :|.|1 Lvles. From
evanescent deean instead of a potent reality numerous other occasions Eddie Cantor ha wesent th- g - et e, B
That they may not lose the advantages of ised unsparingly the Bert Williams method : ':tl.n Ry e ]1.'“‘ Had  Marked
this blackineed effecl, Correl and Gosden W making himself funny un...l i in this fleld. Recently, they separated
have both cleverly handled their  publicity And now comes Ethel Barrymor Amer i'f;.:.-.'-.‘.'f:r] lt::llr..till.n: -tll"‘n.lri"“ g K ar gposr o
& o . . t e " " . L it 4 . Vo they have unite aln,
The inimitable Johnny Hudgine, whe upent I‘:.-I.h:*l:lulw:lurf :.l.al:!r l‘!ixln-l-lll|l-:v:-r1“'] f.: '::‘l |-|::nl":: :'l:;ul‘:.;t!»st tm\'l.!r'h:‘ in !.“-ml. Sister realizing that they are far nul»r:":‘!ﬂ:fr‘!i?r
guite & succerssful period abroad amd s still o pear without thelr magle makeup ' ahe }“ As nlml:“. .;.....I::‘i‘ ':::m.]ll.:.m‘l;,;.i ‘:.:\,.::-::,— luu:."k" than apart
reciplent  of great  ovations whenever he Al Jolson, thn otirinator of th® “mamms he would allew it'to Appear in R o It has been rumorad thal Amos n Andy

appears racket Ml s ond with His W 0 th appeared n this anusurl nay Oonitnsed on Page Kight




