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The ‘RATTLESNAKE TWINS

Unhappy Prosperity of the Popular Snake Hunters
which Brought them Romance but Destroy- ) |
ed their Friendship, Lost them the Girl, and . L N

Almost Cost them their Lives. | Sy
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trachery wha al Jor made a rush and tried to grab the snake by the neck but he missed on account of stambling against the rool of a tree
most permanenily severed e sivdl was bhitten in the hand Jimy rushed in from the other vide and grabbed the child just as the snake turned and strock
# close (riendship between  the at her Then the Reverend Shell charged, erect and bold as a matador
Rattlesnake Twins beca uae enlaring the bull ring, with a piece of two by two oak board and killed the
they baih fell in lave wilth replie
her
- r - - - -
By EYE G. BILLINGS
Joe N nd  Jin t, | r
Hatt I'w nad a unigus i !
I h fivuntedd o 1 MNiK |
Jin i Jim o wers sworn buddie and part
net but they were no relation to each other.

Fhey were nicknamed the “"Rattlesnake Twin

m account of their strange vocation, and their
imtimate busing relantionship When one wa
en 1 olher Vil nent ot hand N'hey were
n thick as thieves or as Daumon and Pythias I
ind no one b eved anvihing could destro |
Lheir great friends)
" K A r
with the ria b Ak Mrs. Melissa Wise and her children. The child
I w L W I» L i seated In her lap is the one who narrowly escaped
e ed to b 1 ¢ fe being bitten by the angered rattler
of ring f I w LY
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; ca ! t naks Aand extracting ratti A lull falr bite from ohe & deadly rattler, ready to sirike, This Is one of the most dangerous of the
Jow and Jim | b Pancake the oll The oll was worth $325 { these proportions s very danger- snake tribe, But the "Rattlesnake Twins” had practically mastered the
I m in M i ni i sl that t 0 s but the Ratllesnak T'wit knew selence of capturing rattlesnakes and this viclous reptile offered them very
e twins were  bachelor ald ™ that rattlers were rather luggish little difMiculty,
lived together on a farm owned by alue In as & general thing and loath to bite
Uncle Sam” White, Joe's uncle ity made inle urprised 1o a idden : : " . N .
. . troke Exira care n Ar 1 aror-backed w which proved he hunter
They did most of their own Rous iy I'l mhr- 4 skl ' hit be @ ke - oll ot
work and cooking. In the spring hesling agenis Ihe D) TSI R R S k% y ) ) ! s Sy
wnd summer they  farmed  Uncle made o lubricant from the ol which - T P« iy TSI aey “ v o nome ar
Sam's farm and aised provision wis highly prized by gunsmiths and inusually irritable oty vill kill and \\l‘hlI ‘“
while In the fall and winter Lhey walchmakera Before beginning their hew work come -.I.r ) T
hewed ties in the hills roundabout Joe and Jinm had e BNy ri Joe and Jim bought leather bootl aw Lhe sow M e I“"l 1
or worked on the rallrond Joe tlesnakes while making railroad o wear as 4 protection lo thelr 'd to thet <h :. “”“{I‘j \
and Jim were carefree and jolly and  and they considered them a danges le and feet id manymal . “',gr”"' A SRS
their musical ability and  general ous pest They had never dreamed he hunters killed the reptiles by e bite of & ‘-“' ) _""'_'t""l'”'
liveliness made them popular st all  they could make money out of them hooting them In the head with urt a hog. The *° "‘_'l"'l‘_ o
the social gatherings in "he peigh On one oceasion Joe had been bitten shotguns or by striking them with ted in the thick ;I“I "l_f_" '_"l
borhood in the eall of the leg by a huge long - handled arden  hoe beutaneous fat - :.“ l}:‘l': h ,
It was a business trip to Calro rattler which he had unwittingly hey were successful  in Anding hide ¢ not reach I-”-.| left -||'.<
at the junction of the Ohlo and sepped wpon and only Jim's mnkes with more or TRs YORUTAYTTY vital vascula beneath .I.-I-1.1 > \_'.'I:U' ’
Misaissippl rivers that led to thelr prompiness in cutting out the flesh from the very start The old sow, douehiy in her ar i - "_,‘ .
undertaking the new  trade Lhat where the fangs had penetrated and After the heads had been cut n mour of epid'gais and lard, would = i Phyaaaiy
brought them the  nanw of The his running o mile and a hall after well back of the wwison sacs the find snakes in weedy and grassy I_I.I_ nake ":: '_ '. '
Rattlesnake Twins., Aunt Mandy a bottle of whiskey had saved Jim nakes were hung up by the tail ‘n pots and thickets and the rattlin cutie 1IN I”:' el P A g
Moore asked them o get her a bol lile the smokehouse o drip. A light fire racket made by them when attnck :“ ‘1‘ ARG hung n . noRe
tle of rattlesnake oll liniment for e poison from a raltlesnake kept burning constantly facilitated ed by “Old Hanner would notify ”.Ii;.q, S . . -
her rhewmatism As It happened bite Is a heart depressant Small the oll-dripping process. The Twin the hunters that a strike had been e ,” " PR, _. --‘. naae " > 'I"l
the drug store at which they doses of whiskey given freguently were surprised and nthused to find muade The Twins would kill the -:I. ‘ ”'I"” - e side  tehing
bought the remedy was owned by  act as & counter stimulant that the oil from a big rattler was nakes and then feed Old Hanner .., "“”"[‘. g e g and
a wholesale concern which manu- Joe and Jim were live wires and  worth as much as a two-year-old  pleces of chicken to keep her zeal '|ml.‘!.rt: ':I..IIM:L':'- II‘. S ‘11”‘“
factured the rattlesnake ol  lini bold men and as such possessed & steer for snake hunting undiminished " "" I‘"' i polea with & rl"”" AL
ment, among other remedies. The good deal of initiative. They were Joe and Jim hunted snakes dur Fhe second season they hunted -Inl .['Iml N :h"'."'lk.h: i+ .M
owner of the establishment heard  willing to try anything once and  ing the late summer and early fall nakes. Joe and Jim made a regu- ',:l‘;: .IL' r_““‘!_'h" “"“‘! with ,'h'.
Jim ask for the linimeat and asked  were not afrald to undertake n new  weeks after their crops had been e “killing.” which meted them sev e : ‘.;'.‘,‘h" ':”d while held this
them where they were [rom line of work that held promise of laid by and they ransacked all the cral hundred dollars. While hubt-  snekes would e q 0ot Dbite, the
In the casual talk that followed substantial returns haunts of the reptiles for several jng game the previous winter they s “l"‘} ould be tied to the pole
he msked them If there were rattle- The ratilesnakes where Joe and  miles around. A litlle black cur  had found around ﬁrw rattlers, nru' - “:rw cut loose Into & box
snakes where they lived, and when  Jim lived frequented the sunny side  dog they owned was indefatigable  many large ones being among them l‘: g B gt e e
they informed him that there 'wore, of rocky hills and bluffs, Many of in locating  the reptiles, From  hibernating in & cave In a bl of g e, huntnrd, Dacked (e
Be tojd them he was In the market  (hem reached a length of five feet,  Uncle Sam White they bousht an  rock. i '0 o ‘ ”‘.. ;




