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Verna Encounters Handsome “ Don” 
Baxter who Makes Violent Love to 
Her. Can She Resist His Persistent 
Attentions?

N n  < !• (Hi W ith  l b e  M tary
.

( H t r i  t  K  11 

T h e  O in g r r r a a  M ir.

W lw n V rr iia  looked Into Um  Ui - 
tr u d r r a  I « * ,  h er B r il th o u g h t n >  
-Mm  handaosne h r  U ' He * u  tall 
b io v o . im n a u -u liU lr  d rcrrrd . u n ru f- 
M .  m u »  a p p aren tly  •  i u U n i i . n  
II th rilled  V erna. w ho hod  M W  
kno w n  Ihr glam o ur o f  t l i lv t lr y  mid 
ro w .n o » , to  have a young k n igh t 
bound out o f Uie d ark  n r a* to her 
rescue

P ardon me, your nr lad»;" tie ad- 
drraaed her In rr a o m tlt  *olre, rub- 
b ue h i .  lr.ui-.rd k n u rk lra  "I lunrr I
d id n 't do anvU iliur yon d id n 't want 
il-me I lust aaw th a t fellow  a n n o y 
ing you m il I waa fresh  en o u gh  t<: 
Ini -rterr

»Mt th an ks mi n iu rh ."  th e  girl 
m o rm u rrd  w rfllv. g la n rin g  at the fe l
low from  u n der h rr  long. aUkM 
I., lies " I t  .  a ll r ig h t ”

W ith  a  groui D ick C o lv in  sat uii 
nnd rubbed hU law m id the bark  ol 
lita Ili ad and  U irli alow lv rrne Hr 
looked around bew ildered  at flrat. and 
th en  n o ticin g  Ih r  s tra n g e r  fo r the 
fin d  tim e, h e lurch ed  to w ard  him  

" I 'l l  get vou you . .  ." h e grow led
sw in gin g  a m ig h ty  blow  a t  th e  d u b 
lier Intruder T h e  m an  stepped nrut 
lv  aside. D ick - arm  lashed  th e  air 
fu tlle lv . lie  atuinbled to otle aide and 
at moat fell.

T 'tt  I.um bering N lnnv 
"Look out. o ld  fe llo w ." Mild the 

stran ger grin n in g, "yo u 're  liab le  to 
fa ll und h urt the o th er a ldr o f your 
ja w  “

V ern a ch u ckled  at D ick a dtaeum- 
flturi- l ie  . . .  Mich a  lu m b erin g n ln - 
liv  and  thla ollu-r tell»« mil.  mi ..lick 
und uulrk. It waa like a rhinoceros 
ch  a g in g  a tiger T h e n  alle uttered  
u little  ktiaru erv o l dU m av ua ..lie 
a -w  D irk ItL. la ce  w orking w ith  rage 
ndvunrlnu w ith  an open knife.

D ick h ad  u had rep u tatio n  w ith  u 
k n ife  In the frequ en t S a tu rd a y  n igh t 
In aw la th a t  en liven ed  tiling.. In Utlly 
Clonl Lun he u su ally  ca m e ou t the 
Victor III. acquaintan ce»  avoided 
o u ai trla  w ith  h im  w hen th ey  knew  he 
w a . arm ed w ith  n M ade Now he 
m oved io« in d the .H u n g e r doubled 
to  a d an gerou s crouch, the k n ife  blade 
g litte rin g  in th e  m oonlight

11 11 you  I" lie grow led. " I 'll  atop 
you  fro m  b u ttin ' In w here sou am  t 
got IIU bUMIie.su."

W hen he . . .  a lm oal upon Uie 
all niter, the m an ..Irpm-d bark a 
pace, reached  ui the bosom  o f hlu 
eua mid w ithd rew  a  sh in in g  a u to 
m atic  revolver. T w illin g  It on Ida 
fin ger, he stood n o n ch a la n t but a t-  
te ru ivr . a  grim . h ard , cynical sm ile 
p la v ln g  arou nd  Ids line

D irk stoptied In h is tracks, clicked  
hi k u lle  sh u t, sh oved  It In Ins 
p ic k e t  and  grin n ed  sh eep ish ly  "W ell, 
broth er. I guess vuuse t h ‘ best." lie 
d eclared  w ith  a  lon e of fln aU tv^ aiu l 
bestow in g a bu lelu l g lan ce  m ein 
V ern a, lu rn ed  and strode h urried ly  
aw .iv

Y ou 'd  b etter g it aw ay from  h ere." 
sh e w arned. " D ir k s  liab le  to  com e 
b ack  here w llii h is ga n g  H e's i * M
one he Is."

H u m p h ! W h y w as she sa v in g  th a t !  
W in  she being a ttra cte d  to  th is 
stra n g e r?  Htir looked a t hlu c le a n -ru t 
fea tu res, accen tu ated  bv the m oonligh t 
und her h ru rt skipped a beat. I ’r r -  
tuinls le- wa.. li.iud.*.oine b ill tin it- 
w as son ifU iln g about h is face, a c e r
ta in  exp ression  of ru leu lu tln e  hard  
ne.ss th a t w arned her to be ca refu l. 
A l le r  all. she m ight not be as sa fe  
w ith  th is  m an as she h ad  been w ith  
D irk . M en w ere so funny. Y o u  could 
n ever fe ll abou t them

' Mv nam e la D onald  Itaxtor." he 
said  qu ietly. Ignoring h er w arning. 
"D o n ald  l la x le r  Irom K a le sb u rg  Just 
ran  over to Norrtuhurg fo r a little  
m i and  vacation . A w fu lly  g lad  Ui 
be o f service to  von. I a lw ays sav 
th a t  a  m an h as no biuilnesa k issing a 
g irl unto ia -h" w ants bun to do it 
A ll caresses o u gh t to  be v o lu n tary . I 
th ink . T h a t's  why I Interfered  w hen 
I saw  you w eren 't approvin g o f our
fr ien d 's  a tten tio n s."

How n icely  h e spoke! Ju st like the 
R ich lan d*. A nd how w ell dressed 
he waul lo o k in g  beyond him  Into 
th e  darkness, sh e  saw  the o u tlin e  o f 
a  low rakish  roadster 

" ’n u ll 's  inv e a r ."  he sa id  looking 
dow n so ftly  11 is 111 her w ondrous brow n

b eau ty  "W o n 't  you let m e d rive you 
1 Im m e?"

f a i t s  la  I « y e
"W ell t 1 a . .„  i _ . . i , „ i  w an t to la k e  you hom e; lust w an tI I don l know , sh e replied  ^  k|tuw Tuu »„<, cfkU V<(U „ iv  friend

h - l t n u m t 'r  S h e  h ated  to have h im , - Y o u  ^  VernM V r9 ^  ov„
ue Hilly O o a t Lan a and  th e  sh ack Uie w orld but never h ave  1 ever m et

stiffen in g  a t h it  presum p tion  m rdO w ai to the roadster He helped  h e r e to  B illy  O o a t Lane. D o n  b rou gh t 
h asten ed  on. "N ow  d o n 't get angry.
I ’m not going to  get fresh  I lu st

In w h ich  she w as forced  to live Y e t a girl to com p are w ith  you A nv m an 
w ith  th a t  keen  fem in in e tti.tln ct would go m ad about you at first sigh t 
w ld ch  eras g re a tly  developed In her. i really  d on 't see how  you do It a real autom obile

in. lum ped ui beside tier, s ta rte d  llie  
power u l m otor to ro arin g  and  sw itc h 
ing on the lig h ts dashed  dow n the 
lo a d  the g ears sin g in g  as th ey  w ere 
sh ifted  V ern a  sa n k  dow n in  the 
sof cu sh ion s th a t  luxuriously In fo ld 
ed h er and  g a ve  h erse lf up to  the

the ca r to  a  sto p  w ith  a  lu rch  and  
helped V ern a  out. T h e  m oon was 
hopelessly burled In a  bank o f clouds 
now. and  the n igh t w as very dark 
T h e  g irl started  u n easily  w hen Don's 
steely  g rip  closed around her w rist 
S h e  could  feel th e  Inten sity  o f his

I’LL GET YOU HE GROWLED

‘With a Kroan Dtck Colvin »at up and rubbed hi» jaw  . . . then slowly rose.”

slie knew  th a t  sh e  m ust not le t  h tm *w tth o u t an y  m akeup.
go .She m igh t n ever get a n o th er 
ch a n c e  to becom e acq u ain ted  w tth a 
m an so well dressed, so obviously 
cu ltu red, so m uch o f a  gen tlem an , 
a»' h en ce so d esirable  as a friend.

"P le ase  le t  m e tak e  you hom e. V e r
n a." h e  pleaded "Y o u  n c e d n t  he 
asham ed  o f H illy O o a t L an e Y ou  
set* I know  w here you live."

“ H ow  do von know  m y n am e and  
so m uch  abou t in c?" sh e asked, c o n 
sum ed w ith  cu rio sity  w h ile  h er big. 
black eves opened w on dering!?.

"B eca u se  I saw  vou the flrat n ig h t 
I cam e In tow n fe ll h ead  over heels 
In love w ith  vou. and  lust had  to 
s a tis fy  m y cu rio sity ."  He noticed  h er

Rift.
T lie re  w as a rin g  o f sin ce rity  In 

h is voice and  h is eves reflected  It.
V ern a h un g h er head enquetU slilv 

I t  was « ic e  to  h ear su ch  tilin gs said  
about o n e 's  se lf when one had  alw ays 
been told  by on e's m oth er th a t one 
w aa abso lutely n o th in g  How teal- 
ous the g irls  w ould  be w h en  th ey saw  
h er keening com pan y w ith  D onald 
B a x te r!

"3ure. vou ca n  drive me hom e." 
h e agreed resolutely. He m igh t g et 
re.sh and  w an t a kiss or tw o  she 
hought. but -  well he w as h er Ideal 

o f w lia t a fellow  should  be.
DonnlcT sm iled broadly and  led the

en lo ym en t of tills  her first ride In gsae upon h er and  h e r h eart b eat
Quickened. W as sh e  to  h a r e  an oth er 
ad ven tu re  th is  even in g? W as sh e to 
escape one m an on ly  to  be ann oyed  
by a n o th er?  S h e sh ra n k  p ro testin g - 
ly Don w as auick  to  n otice  it and 
loosened h is  grip  f o r  a  m om ent he 
had fo rgo tten  h im self 

"D o n 't be frighten ed . V ern a." he 
said In a sim u lated  h u rt tone " I  m 
not a rough n eck vou know  "

"I'm  n o t frigh ten ed  " sh e  laughed. 
He seem ed so in earnest th a t she 
w anted to  kiss him . but. o f course, 
th e  dtdn t  dan- "S e e  vou tom orrow, 
then. "' she said, and  ran  into the 

j house.
I He looked a lte r  h er h u n grily . T h e n  
(lie  ca u g h t h im self and  sm iled W hat 
a fool h e was. losing h is head over 
a pretty  little  co u n try  g irl w ho ir o b -  
ablv d id n 't h ave  sense enough to 
com e In out o f th e  ra in  A nd vet It 

1 w s ,  so h ard  to resist h er W hat a 
(gem  sh e was! How tealous his friends 
| m K a lesb u rg  would be if  he brough t 
t hack such  a beauty to  add  to his 
I strin g! He lit  a c ig a rette , leisurely 
|settled  h im self behind the steering 
w heel, a n d  drove a low lv down the 
h igh w ay

T rem b lin g  w ith  exc item en t. V ern a  
lav in bed th in k in g  o f the even in g's 
h app enin gs. T o  h ave a k n igh t com e 
to one's rescue: to speed over the 
boulevards in a pow erful m otor car: 
to be In the com pan y ot a gen tlem an  
of w ealth  and  cu ltu re w ho did not rv 
to force a g irl to kiss h im  but w as 
w illin g to  respect h er bv biding his 
t im e - w h a t  an a d v e n tu re '

T h e  n ext n ig h t D on called  lo r 
V erna at th e  R ich la n d 's  b ack door 
lust w hen she w as about to leave for 
hom e S h e  w as surprised and  p le a s
u rably  so esp ecia lly  since she n oticed 
H iss  A nne R ich la n d  looking out o i 
the hack bedroom  w indow  V ern a 
tossed h er h ead  proudly and  stepped 
Into the roadster. It w as every w h it 
as exp ensive as th e  R ich la n d 's  car. 
and she w as glad  to let th em  see th at 
som e N egroes had tust as good th ings 
as som e w h ite  lolk.

A fte r  th a t  first even in g. Don was 
a p ersistent suitor. E very n ig h t his 
ca r w as a t  th e  R ich la n d 's  back door 
E very n ig h t he took h er d riv ing to 
a dan ce or to  a m ovin g p ictu re He 
spent m oney like w ater. accord ing to 
the sm all tow n sta n d a rd s of N orris- 
burg. and  th a t im pressed the colored 
g ir ls  o f th e  tow n m ore th an  an yth in g  
else T h e v  m arvelled  how V ern a  h ad  
cap tured  him . and tried  h ard  to flirt 
w ith  h im  them selves. T lie y  soon 
found It w as useless how ever, because 
Don cou ld n 't see anyon e but Verna 

He o ften  laughed  so ftly  to h m self 
w h en  h e w as a lone and  th oug h t of 
the in n o cen t-ap p earin g  p art he w as 
pla\ tng. He. D onald  B a r te r , th e  m an 
w ith  a  score o l sw eeth earts  p lavin g 
th e  p art o l the lovesick  yo u th ! It 
w as indeed laughab le 

T ru e, h e liked V ern a, and  w as w ill
ing to go to great len gth s to  w in her 
a ffectio n , but he was not th in k in g  
o f g iv in g  her his nam e. His a tte n 
tions were not very  honorable He 
w as w illin g  to be a good pal but not 
a  husband. ’ V hv should  he m arry, 
he o ften  asked  h is frien d s, and  tie 
h im self dow n  to one w om an, w hen 
th ere were so m anv he could  h ave, 
ju st fo r th e  a sk in g ?

V ern a Is C y n ic a l
H e w as lust here In N orrisburg u n 

til th in g s Quieted dow n in  K alesb u rg. 
P ro h ib itio n  officer- and  the u p lift 
fo lk  h ad  forced  h im  to suspend M s 
op eratio n s fo r  a w h ile  an d  he had 
com e to  thla little  tow n  as a safe  
haven. W ith  p len ty  o f m oney p len ty  
of c lo th es  a n  exp ensive  car, a lively 
im ag in a tio n  and  a ca p a city  fo r a 
good tim e a t a ll tim es, he could  th in k  
o f nothlm  b etter titan  iittll/iii-* his 
v aca tio n  to  p lay  a t  love.

B u t as th e  davs grew  Into weeks, 
w eeks of h eaven ly  p leasu re  in the 
rh artn in g  V ein a 's  com p an y, he be
g a n  to rea lly  fa ll in love w ith  h er 

"V ern a , vou know  I'm  g e ttin g  w ild

I t  m ust be a *  D onald  ch u ckled  to h im self a s  he 
drove W lia t a  sw ell ch icken , he m u r
m ured to h im self, g la n cin g  Mac-wise 
at h er Eor a  w eek now  h e h ad  been  
w atch in g  her. h on ing th a t  som e w ay 
would be found to  str ik e  u p  an  a c 
quain tan ce. T h e  even t*  o f t i l”  e v e 
n in g h ad  seem in gly  been m ad e to  
order fo r him . Now. even -tilin g  w ould 
be c lea r sa ilin g  W h a t sim ple little  
co u n try  girl cou ld  resist ,h c  b la n d ish 
m en ts of th e  fa m u li: D on B a x te r, 
bootlegger and  intm bier e x tr a o rd i
n ary ?  He sm iled  sa rd o n ica lly  and 
sent the specx.'Vtnefcr n o  to  s ix ty  In 
his m om ent o f exh ila ra tio n .

Hon M akes V io len t lo v e  
B v a roun dabout w av. th ey  cam e (C * a tt a i t *  i a  r a t i  SH I


