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By J. A. ROGERS,

Paris, France,

Sensational Story of France’s Greatest Colonial Plghter
And the Negro King Who Sat on a Throne of Beaten Gold |
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PRINCE CLAIMS THRONE

Prince Kojo Tovalon, claimant to the throne of Dahomey
taken in the .\l'guums l"l”'l'-‘*l. 1915, Ha is a doctor and a
lawyer, as well as being graduated from the University of
PParis

Dahomeyans, from the tops of palm trees, would shoot down the French or crawl]
through the bushes to throw themselves courageously on the foe,
said that he took his ]\.:;'H} “France wishes war! Let l"..'lhi_\', The black and the
from his mouth and laughed her know that I am stronger white men in his force re-
loud and long, saying that he and more determined than ceived the enemy with shot
much preferred his own my father. I have never done and bayonet, The Dahomey-
which 18 quicker and more anything to France that she ans, beaten back, retur: vd
yriginal should make war on me, I with incredible eagern to

']F|,r|--fl|'_-_" he asserted, have never gone to France the charge, but the l!L]"[\l._
“has ne q 1.-..[ Lo "‘\‘l to either to take the wives or lfl".l!,l.{illg' their artillery anua
France, and if the French d_! wughters of the French., If machine guns into :-\'.: i
not g ut at once 1 Wwill they wish to take the sea- forced them to retreat, leav-
come and d hem vith 1st 1 will cut down all the ing heaps of dead
ny arm vm trees I will poison It was evident tha v

Dodds Chosen n. If they have not what going to be a stu
Var began it fior » eat let them go elsewhere, to get to Abomey, 1
and in fi v . Every other nation, German, capital A 1' W da)
| : Ry W 1 h. Portu can come Stff fighting took placs
. France 1 { that ) ¥y Kking 1. But the Dog Here General Dodds
had o d i 1 , Fren I will drive I who always fought beside
on h N mareh § away. I am the friend o men, had one ¢
o g I S W whites; ready. to receive at his side
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b f the task. t an ()r hi wral Dodda or- portion with the Ing
( ral Dodd dered a |\ur'1'|l| irdment of t was at Allada.

On May 5, 1892, he left Dahomeyan coast, and ‘.,nn-i- thither, Gens )S
Bordeaux with m- INg a few days | r, cap- many of his Da-
panies of white a tured and burned ywn homeyans, I!"'ll the 3 0Of

ymbpany of artillery a of Cotenou, palm trees, wo d W dOoW
battalion of Dblack Starting into the interior, the French or crawl through
shooters., Stopping at ne- he captured the towns the bushes to throw the
_;'.1j ha g ked up other bat- Zobo and 'l.l.l\w'j Iar ::. in selves courageousl n 2
talions of Senegalese sharp- the morning of September 19, 104
shooters and got five hundred 8 part of the Dahomeyan At \tchoupa d ‘
warriors and thousands of army hurled itself r- fierce storm, a
bearers from King Toffa rii fury against nch, mated at 7,000 irrior 1

Arriving off the Dahomey U] I the attacl h a 2000 amazons h 1 1
coast, he blockaded it with ) from their repeating @t the French, Ti wo }
his warships and prevented rifles, they rushed in with fought with st coura
the landing of a ship filled their swords and knives letting them ¢
with arm anda ammuntition '-l'l"’-'-!;,-: their battle cry of rather than retreat (
wr Behanzin “Koia! Koia! Dahomey!" to the legs of the French

Behanzin Defies Dodds. Blacks and Whites Together. troops they brought them to

Ihis llit,,:;.,_ he w I""lt;.- a let- But General Dodds well earth and poignared them
er to Behanz 3 s g T : nty
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\ : . i I r to attack "“The Dahomeyans showed a tenacity
lattor replied defiantly: early in the morning. He was and bravery unheard of. Bui shels
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