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THE CREEPING THING By
CORA JEAN 

MOTEN

friend (rom Haiti, the shelkisli and (or nothing. Besides the iM'norable and I want you to get out (ront in-
Immaculate Mr. Selwyn Oarland. has Mr Selwyn will liase to do a tall der and give me a hand and a free
had a linger In this Maybe two lot cf « B 1» “ » '" *  to n e  to make me rein. Will you?“ I paused and louk-
fingers and both hands. Don't ask u" f ,n 'u‘ nU ' hy he lold me •*•*»■ » « »  str» ' « hlly •*  h“ "
me why. That would stump me. as urd* rs ,rom VOU when you don | -Yeah, surr l will. Tom You know
yet. Dut people don't go -nocplng ,0 know ‘ hem I
around morgues with automatics and 1 turned and 

His
looked at Al keenly 

red.

me
<a kl

I don't know a damn thing I 
or did alter about the sixth

was rarrtrsa. fa lls  were common lug out tliere now and It 1» It may 
things with hint, lie  had something be very Important to know. KXAOT- 
at the reputation at a gay (ellow, Al LY  what Dla the oUl heathen- 
had. Some dame probably. wauled with him “ I broke in rag*

I “ I don' Jes rightly know whut It cry hot waiting lor Al 
was about. Mr Jaliton but It come B*h looked from ono to tlu- other
, . . . . . .  __ _ ,  ,, .. o( us. t he look o( aeriuleseenee oh
(rum out at that hante.1 house d iets w< «nptoyer's laee saOsilrd him. He 
eausln all this rumpus round here- iurtird lo me
about* It  was Ihet old healhenlah I "He says, the old heathen did. thel 
lla itee  man a ra ilin '“  they Was somethin' he Ihoilghl liellaytee n an a »alilii »o ft to tell Mr. Jaliton. Humpin'

What dkl he say. Ben? Quick, tell, 1n  
us Mr Jarion ami l are lust stait- iConllnued on |>age sis*

cock and bull tales o( their assign -'* '”  « MPtehT ly 1 TIUs thing look, phony lo me
knew Al: I had known hint since we ami It sets toward alotla trouble (orments to guard suspicious cadavers,

For
h a i r  b e a u t y
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were both boys. yours truly it we can't produce this
l "Say. Al." I  shot the question at dame's stIB when It's called lor. spe-
¡tilm abruptly: something was begin- dally since It got outa that damned 
nlng to dawn In my mind as a pos- lop-sided room; and the old snake 
Ability, "how did It happen that can't be crawlin' all over town, that's 

'vou overslept this morning?“ a cinch I know 1 ain't been entcr-
I Al looked sheepish. fsaltUs»; him down here, least wUe If

. . . . .  . T .  . ... _  „  he only comes on Invitation, d o  to
I had a few drinks with Doc V «- ,t 0|,. |11Bn an<( count me In to do 

rant and this guy Selwyn after we anything I can to help you" There 
left the ice box You know how it »a s  actual relief in Al Jarton's voice 
is. Tom. My work sort of gets .  bmwn U °c M
man. All the excitement and the . A11 right then." I said 'Do you 
nature of It—well, a fellow must nat- know where this bird, Selwyn hangs 
urally takes a drink after he's out here In town?" 
through. And this thing was get- "  N - no, now I come lo think of It.
____ ‘ > den t Never heard and don t re-
ting nie anyway Al didn t look j |lav,  heard anyone else
at me as he spoke. raying. But “  a sudden light ol

"Om-hum." I nodded my head and half knowledge dawned in Ids eyes -  
moved toward the door leading In- Diuron might know something
to the front. We had closed the ' “ m . . .,, . . , . . __ "Come on and drive me out toalley entrance and locked It secure- houv. ,h«n. M . Ul. n ,nl, r .
ly from within as was the usual cus- view Diaron Meanwhile we II keep 
tom Al followed me almost apolo- It under our hats about what's hap- 
getlcally pended back there" I pointed with

When we were In his office I turned niv thumb back toward the morgue 
to him brlellv and inike rather curt- "The 1cm said, the soonest mended 
jy And the fewer people In a secret |

' Now Al. I don't know whether keeps It better Just tell Urn not
or not I've got the right hunch, but to let anybody else back there until 
I'm going to fellow it Maybe doc- you come buck. He will keep his
tor Vrrant and Oarland Kelwvn promise If he makes one '
aren't working together Maybe th-v Al nodded and togeihrr we stepped 
didn't tank ycu up on purpo-e and out Into the main room. Ben was 
get you to promise any fool thing sweeping out the little lobby entrance 
like letting one of them tav on He looked up as wc came Into view , 
guard there last night or vathi r A Telephone t all
this morning Maybe you did or "They was a call for you las night 
mavbe you didn't have so much M 1st ah Jaliton red It was aiiuia 
you didn't know what you were doing portiuit but nevuh mind botherin'

- uum • - ou were s»v- you till you come down this mawn- 
act on the in “

hunch that all tliose things are so1 "Whut was It. B in?" Al'* voice
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