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m n ir d  U> b r  in f in e  In •  |aiul of 
bl««l At Aral I UK>U|tht It tuul U rn
beaten III Willi A bluitgrtin Hut aa 
t rauUt>u*iy ilrn*  n u r  It. I »aw Uml
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mjr ears a fte r  th e  first subconscious 
i ITort to disguise it as som ething Irss 
sinister.

“S c  r-r -u -u -s -h . 8 c r-u -u -s -h -h ."  it 
was—even  tiiere a t the foot of the 
s ta ir r -  os if some huge body, rep
tilian  an d  m onstrous, pervaded the  
a  hole buildin-’—encircled it In siiniy 
folds of death .

Hoart r  flooded my veins an d  (rose 
me for a  brief in stan t into mac'.icr. 
T hen , w ith a  su per-hum an  effort of 
tlie  will. 1 b rtk e  the  bonds o l terror 
th a t held me m otionless and  sped up 
th e  le n ;  sta irs, two steps a t  a  tune 
At th e  top. I saw Alec an d  i Id 
h u r t n  stand ing  as 1 had stood lor 
th e  b reath ing  space a t  th e  bottom  
of the  stoic- W ith a cr> ol fear. Old 
P i a n n  seem ed to  be released for ihe 
m om ent by th e  very knowledge of my 
presence He flung himself in to  my 
arm s, shr.ekn .c  ..t.d . ¡ .a ’ t in . ,:
very excess of terro r ’’It 
again  It's co n i' again  he shrieked 

Alec t n  • ked a t me a s  if the 
renew al of the  ho rror had  sapped his 
eourage—a  c .u ra g e  th a t I had  proven 
ui m any a  bcut w ith danger 

The sight of Alec's fear-fllied eyes 
was a 'n u s t  my undoing But In sud 
den  rage a t  the  w ater of fear th a t 
seemed to  be rising  relentlessly in 
my own veins as th a t  sound kept on 
in the  d readfu l house I swore vi- 
eicusly a t  the  old m an and  tore his 
clinging h an d s from  my arm s

CMM <i you d am ned  cowards." i 
l  shrilled, "there 's  a  woman in there  
alone with th a t  hellish c rea tu re  
R eptile o r devil It is un to us to 
get her out o f  th ere  an d —" I was 
a t  the  tall narrow  door w renching 
a n d  tea rin g  a t th e  knob. Alec, pale- 
faced  but with th e  grim ly fa ta listic  , 
eourage th a t  was a  p a rt of him . was 1 
a t  my elbow.

T he knob slid easily in  my fingers 
bu t th ere  was no Contact w ith th e  : 
m echanism  of th e  lock. I t  was a- 1 
if some grim  force jested  w ith h o r- | 
ro r and m ade of us. outside th ere  in  i 
th e  shadows, the  bu tts  of its humor.
I tw isted an d  tu rn ed  I hurled  m y
self against th a t blank d o rr I t  was 
as if I hurled m yself against a  stone 
bulwark. T here war n . trem o r t 
sign of any giving of th a t  g :im  
barrie r

T he sweat was pouring from  my 
forehead I tu rn ed  by tw isted face 
to  Alec 's. T here  was only th e  b lan k - 
ner-s of u tte r  helplessness there .

Beyond in th e  en try  to th e  open 
corridor D iarcn  crouched, w him per
ing fearfully.

Suddenly the sound ceased. The 
sdence was as d readfu l as th e  sound • 
had  been. More so. in fact.

W ith a  sudden frenzied access of | 
effort I  seized th e  knob again  This 
ume It did no t budge The force 
th a t  had  been playing w ith me 
leem ed suddenly to have reached the j 
point of deadly earnest

if it wou\)l tau n t me with my w eak
ness an d  th e  fu tility  cf any power 
I m ight exert against It.

Beyond the door. muffled as 
th , ugh bv great d tstat.ee. 1 heard  the  
sounds of struggle T here wits a  
th rash in g  as of g tea t bodies ui con
flict. F righ tfu l breath ings, suited  
gronns. an d  gasping» and  gurglings 
m ade (lie night hideous with horror 
1 tu rn ed  again  to Alec

"Is tiiere an  ax. a  ha tchet a n y 
th ing  w nh which we can  twitter this 
dam ned door in? ' 1 hosted a t  him. 
My voice was hoarse w ith helpless 
rage a t my own inaction

1 d e n t  know h r  said Is th e re ? " 
he  shot the  question a t  old Dutrvn 
The words were a second reg sto ring  
oft the  fear-e rased  m ind of the 
H aitian  But before- ho could reply 
the  terrible creeping sound began 
again.

By th is tim e my own efforts and 
th e  s tren g th  of the em otions aroused 
h ad  alm ost exhausted  my ptivsic.il 
m orale I was close to going to 
pieces. But a t  the  slow long-draw n- 
ou t repetition  of the  uncanny creep

ing I grabbed desperately a fte r my 
wniung courage

| "O et me a n  ax 1 r a i l 'd  an d  there  
was th e  m rn u re  of falling courage 
Ui the com m and Old D uuoti seemed 

j to be aw akcnuig from  his stupefy - 
i mg fear by the  spirit of the  words 
| lie  d isappeared  down the stairs 

Reaching over my shoulder, Alec 
r.ddrd hts s tren g th  o m ine Again 
we felt tile slipping of l iir  futile 
kneb T hen Just as P i a n n  a p 
peared again  In the doorway- the  
ax in his trem bling lands the knob, 
suddenly an d  with the mockery of 

i fiendish intelligence seemed to a t i ’i 
■ Inild W ith a s .i'ld rnness th a t gave u . 
no lim e for p repara lu  n. we were 
precip itated  in to  the dense d i tk tK -  
of the octagonal room
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A quick memory of Aire » descrip
tion of th e  happening when they 
found the  U’djf ol old Meme. ma l 
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I t  wns ax

a new arid fas
cinating shade 
now offered in 
N a d in e  F ace  
P o w d e r  — i t  
s p e c i a l l y  

• x b l e n d e d  t o  
^ c r e a t e  r i c h  

t i g h t  - t o n e d  
b e a u ty .  A nd what an enchanting 
perfume this new powder has. Like 
a  wonderful, deep breath from an 
oriental garden. Men simply can t 
resist its allurement!

Have th e  p re tty  skin you w ant— 
you can , so easily) Satiny as •  
baby s free from shine and rough
ness. Nadine Face Powder brings 
you this alluring loveliness instantly 
— the moment you pu t it on. Extra- 
fine and velvety. N adine’s lovely 
tin ts  and m isty fineness create a 
new complexion for you.

Get a box of Nadine Face Powder 
today a t your drug or toilet goods 
counter. Flesh, white,coral rose and 
brunette, 50c. Or, send usyoui order, 
and receive, free, valuable beauty 
booklet. Address D ept. D. National 
Toilet Co., Paris, Tenn., U. S. A.

Use these famous Nadine beauty- 
a ids too Nadinola Bleaching Cream, 
50c and $ 1.00; V an i sh i n g C r e an 1,50c; 
Rouge, 25c; N adine Soap, 25c.

cNadine
FACE POWDER

DEAD CAT
on the line

Okeh Record No. 8G84
YOU MIDNIGHT 

RAMBLERS
The famous Rev. J.M. Gates preachi

R a c e Records
Oktih P honograph  C orp ., I I  U nion S q u a rr , New Y ork , N. Y.
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