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By W ilton  I’einber

IF you take a world-m ap  
ami xtudy it carefu lly  you 

w ill find thul about one hun­
dred miles to the north of 
Cape York, Northern Queens 
land, lies the island of New 
Guinea, probably the largest 
island in the w orld. O rig in a l­
ly owned by fierce head­
hunting cannibals. Many 
still rove through the interior, 
but it is now ruled over by 
the Dutch and the British, 
who divide the island equally 
between them. The north 
eastern part was originally  
Germ an New Guinea, but at 
the beginning of the Great 
W a r, was taken by the Aus­
tra lian  forces and is now the 
Mandated Territory.

The southeastern part of 
the island, originally  called 
British New Guinea, is what 
I am about to tell you of in 
this chapter. The name w in  
altered to Papua, which 
means fuzrty-hended, some; 
years ago in order to avoid i 
confusion w ith the north ­
eastern part. It is about 90.- 
000 square miles in extent, 
and has a population of about 
250.000 natives.

"H a*'»r-H ack"
; T li* country Is rough and jugged, 
jnucl) ot it being known as "raaor-
latrk' lonnatkin  Som e of th.* in uni- 
lain- re vetv high tbelr peaks ils ln ,;

.  ’ 0  ir r t  wh 'ch have peiiiet-
.pon ‘ them though they

are quit,* rloa* to th r pqiialor The»-* 
m ountain* in general a i r  stern and 
.avagc-lnokllig The .sides are so sleep 
I hat no will Is found on them Onlv 
"th e  hare roek glowers in the sun " 
111 the valleys the vegetation is lu x u r­
ious and varied ; wonderfully colored 
croton* an d  coleus a g o  an d  coco­
nut palms, arrea palm s and pepiier 
vines and heau lllu l lilies flourish In 
rich profusion

Cleorgeolis butterflies flit about, and 
:he beautifu l llird  of Parad ise  adds 
Its luster to the scene I’ .qm.i is a 
land of great rivers, the M y R iver Is 
one of the largest In the world, and 
is navigable for at» ut live bundled 
miles, and It has been said that 
"enough w ater r o o m  down the river 

I to provide everybody on tills earth  
with one hundred and twenty gallons 
each  dm

qu eer l.ife
T h e  |ieople live in sm all villages 

About fllteeii to twenty houses g en ­
erally  form  a village and as very lit­
tle ordet Is preserved the houses are 
built without nny idea o f tow n-p lan­
ning Som etim es they are built on 
hills (or protection, or near a good 
bench or even out nbow be aea au
ihe houses are built upon high piles 
as a protection against while ants 
rats, and other verm in, which are 
numerous. These village house* are 
often covered with decorations and 
earveti figures som e of which are 
grotesque In the extrem e Although 
It Is a rude form ot art. still It shows 
a striv ing for beautifu l things Inh er­
ent In all people

Hal Rees and An»,
T h eir m ain food pi the yam  'so m e- j 

What like a  potato), b read-fru it. taro I 
<whlch Is flic  root o f a  llly i, hanauas. ' 
sugarcane, pineapple and nuts, .'tome- ] 
lim es they hav e pig. or llsh or fowl. I 
and with every prepared loud Uie 
coconut. T hey a ir  not over-p articu- I 
lar. for they often eat frogs. Itaards. | 
snakes, ltv • bees ants, stingaree 
'stin g in g  rtslil. opossum, and even 
rats T lic ir  clothing consists o! very ! 
little, as befits a hoi countvy. grass 
r.klrls are  worn hy tlu* Vronu u fo lk . ' 
who are quuc as keen on lash  Ions as 
our own ’"-»p i* v hfle iv*n i n  i lj—a»

wear a broad leaf, fastened wuh a 
string around the waist, leaving III.* 
limbs free

Prim itive Custom s 
T ile  Patm ans still cling to their 

customs, riles and rituals m anv of 
which are both strange and unique 
T h e chief o f them relate to birth 
m arriage, death and harvest When 
a child Is born the m other Is the re­
cipient ol num erous presents, often 
from a pig down to nose-ring for jUie 
youngster, while when the l>abv Is 
lull a few hours old It is taken to 
the m o  c o d  bathed m th e w aves 
T hen comes ttie next process, for a 
few days later some black resinous 
m ixture, much like glue. Is nibbed 

ii Its head to harden the skull 
T he next process Is to pierce holes 

, m the cinM ears  an«t In m o m  
I cases the nose, into which are thrust 
, spigots o f wood or grass T h ese holes 

are made lugger as the child grows 
I older, until It reaches a stage when 

a large plug of wood can lie thrust 
I into the stretched lobes One never 

sees a biri'.ida.v least or celebration 
m Papu a lo r ». M rtM av*  are  count­
ed as unlucky events, they are fo r­
gotten all about

M utilation
A» Ihe death ot k relative the na- 

| lives |Mint them selves with a m ixture 
of charcoal and coconut oil. and this 
must not be washed off for a  month 

' or so. but must be renewed h ou ld  It 
wear off b*fore th at time T h en  a- 
gain. if the relative Is a n ear one a 
(oitil Is taken ofT a finger as a re- 
m einbranre of the death hike most 
ocher Islanders they go in tor t»ton­
ing expensively, and th is Is done In j 
youth with a thorn or other sharp 
point, which has been dipiied into a 
strong blue dye, made from  c e r ta in ! 
wild berries

•K e e p s '
Kven from quite an early  age the 

h air of The Papuan gets quite a lot of j 
attention for children are taught by \ 
tlielr parents to ccm b their h a ir w ith ! 
king wooden hom e-m ade combs T h u s, 
Ih* luxrv mop becomes as good as a ,  
pocket, and Is more often th an  not] 
th * receptacle o f a strange assort­

m ent of bits cd string, flsh-hoobs. 
pieces of coconut, and in fact, an y ­
thing and everything that appeals to 
them as "keeps "

It must not be m isunderstood by 
readers that tile Pa.Mians are dissi- ’ 
pated or derelict people

I f  one lives w ith these natives for 
an v length ol time one will And 
them a happy, virile race, and if 
treated properly, will respond in a 
way that will be beneflcial to th em ­
selves and the world in general. It 
must be remembered that all races 
have a place In the world T he h ig h ­
ly civilized races should help those 
not so blessed to realize the highest 
within them without imposing their 
civilisation  upon people w ith d isas­
trous result*, a* is frequently the 
case

Papuans Kdueated
Much is being done tor the Papuan 

of late years by the federal govern­
ment of A ustralia T he nalive.s are 
lieing educated and looked a fter from 
a w elfare standpoint in quite an a d ­
m irable way by the A ustralian a u ­
thorities T he children in most cases, 
an* not only eager, but quick to learn 
and the white teachers are high in 
iheir praise for Ilielr general ad- 

; vancem ent. both from ru  education­
al and civilized standpoint this, of 
course, is in the M andated T e rrl-  

| torv. which, as has already been 
stated has been under A ustralian a d ­
m inistration since the opening o f the 
G reat W ar

New Hebrides Situation
As for the various groups of is­

lands that stud Uie Pacitlc there 
is an ever-increasing attention bung 
paid by tt\e authorities to education. 
R ut the New Hebrides Condom inium , 
unique in m any things, Is unique a l­
so in this that alone am ong South 
Rea Island  G overnm ents it does 
nothing for the promotion of educa­
tion T h e teaching and training of 
the natives are  left entirely 'o  the 
missions

T he question til education in the 
islands Is com plex and beset with ¿ 11- 
flcu ltifs. Children whose parent ■ a re  
em erging front the sto n e  Age CJV.flot 
be taught on quite Hie same lines as

boys and girls who are the product 
of a h ighly-developed civilization 
T he islander bv nature is a u ller of 
the soil and does not take kindly to 
anv form  of work other than a g ri­
culture T he trades and Industries 
of the Islands are largely  in the 
lutnds o f Europeans and Jap an c-e . 
and are likely to rem ain there The 
whole future of the native is bound 
up with the use he m akes of his 
land.

W itchcraft
In  bygone days the prevalence of 

w itch craft debarred an y  possibility 
of progress, and made t. native con­
tent with his dugout canoe, his a n ­
cient im plem ents, and backward con­
ditions. His ideas in agricu lture are 
still extrem ely prim itive. Fo r the 
most part the natives of today till the 
soil in the sam e fashion as then 
forefathers did in C ap tain  Cook's day 
merely scratch ing the surface  with 
their o ld-fashioned hoes U nder such 
conditions, education of an isinnd 
child can never be com plete until he 
la taught to farm  his own land and 
become an able and intelligent cu lti­
vator.

Only w ithin recent years have the 
benefit* o f edut U n  been understood 
and appreciated by tlie natives In 
the earlv  davs of m issionary en ter­
prise schools were regarded as an 
unaccountable whim of the miss ion -
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There are some very in­
teresting opportunities of­
fered to our r e a d e r s  
among the classified ad 
advertisements which ap­
pear on page 7 of the 
Illustrated Feature Section 
in this issue. W h y  not 
look them over?
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