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NEGROES
supplyS olomonsG old?

“ O p h ir  sen t no t o n ly  g o ld  to  So lom on , b u t p e a c o c k s  a n d  sa n d a lw o o d
a s  w e ll . .

P ,  H C B A  J A N N A T H
W AP  O PHIR - th *  

r*aowa*il » l i r e .  < f  Kins 
fkdoinon * gold lu in  ly ’  
That In th« question that 
Mill puzzle* tha a ithae-  
< logtst and UlM« »tudent 
"  •(». wa* thi« lamí 01 

f a buloti• wm lth , tbrr«  year» away by 
travel <1 Kin|i, *., 22», from whirl) 
citiu» tl>« purest r« hi o f  all the 
w< rid7 (¿old that w o■ used to fill 
tha l o f t im  of th« unghti« st hiña of 
l* ia« l  and to adorn th« InUrior o f  
tha art at tempi« mint o f  court# 1*« 

the pur« at and finest Theodor© 
fi« nt and Rider Haggard (w ho wrote 
a novel about It) were aur« that th« 
l««utlon o f  (iphtr M i  n u t  heart 
A f i Ira. Now, Frofeeaor Leo IVobe- 
ntwa, m ieti  stmtent o f  A fiicun c u l ­
ture, lw to vtdit southern Khtdeoln 
N* ufhtaat Africa, to definitely tin«) 
tlx andwer to thid puzzling question 

Three tlined n ln a d v  Zimbabwe, the 
ancient ruined city  <f Mudi« i.alami, 
laid dtlrred the Imagination o f  the 
w «dt«in  world And with ixplora-  
Ilona airnln on th« way it brook* wi ll 
to rival In Ini« r« nt and Importance 
th« rullili of fa r th e r * ,  of  Ingkor-Vat 
ai d o f  Faphod

M Y S T E R I O U S  C I T Y  
What «loe* hidtory any of Zim­

babwe? Only n ft n paltry pebbles 
of know ]« dye hnv« cstaped to u* 
fii m the « ver-flowinr obliterating 
«amia of tho ay«". Zimbabwe In a* 
fnyaterlotid today a* It was four bun- ! 
•lied yearn ayo whin HJbrope first 
to r m o  aware rf it* <x) t<n««.

Our facts are the*«.;
In 1498, six yinr* niter the dlsoov. 

pry of Arm i lea by the Hpunintds un­
der Columbus, tha Portugese discov­
er« d H 1*1 Africa At this timo For* 
tunal and Spain wen th« great aia» 
fating nation* of th© West. They 
w«i© n* important In their day as 

Ü -’ fland and America are today. 
Fired by th© stolli * of Prester John, 
who had visited Ethiopia, (the mod­
ern Abyssinia), King Henry <»f For 
lupai sent his sailors aouth through 
Hi© H*d Sea. Although this route hud

t*e*rn w« II known to the Ancient 
world, to both tha Arabian« and 
Fhoe-nlrlans during their powerful 
»pocha. It was a region of fabulous 
darkness, th* literal end of the 
world, to Euii'pe «if ihe Middle Aye* 
only a few daring soula like Col- 
unitiue and King llenry could imag­
ine that the world was round and 
not flat, and that sailors ©rttmg out 
upon unknown »«-a© would n«>t fall 
« ver the Edge of th# Earth" Into 
**lllati A by »•©•/* tut weald m a « 
tuaUy, 1 y < In lu g the globe, return to 
home port Humanity, It aeem©, doe* 
not continually progre©« upward In 
a straight line but rather advances 
in the form cf a spiral, i*a©« ignor­
ance off« n »urcceiting periods of 
great enlightenment. Aristotle and 
th© *< holar* and na> Igators of the 
Greek Empire thr«a hundred >ears 
before Christ knew that the world 
wa* inund, long before thl© Is prob­
able that the Arabian* knew It, but 
Km op© martyred It* scholar« for 
saying so fifteen hundred Year* later 
Zimbabwe Ilk« wise proves that man 
often "walks bnckward*' In hie 
progress!
P O R T U G E S E  V I S I T E D  Z I M B A B W E

In 1880 when Father Hdveira 
pushed hi* way Inland from Goa, th« 
row I'oituge*© *ettl<m«nt on th« 
South lai*t Afilcan to st!, ZimbAbwt 
was a gnat and ilmu tailing city, th« 
rapttnl «*f Monom« tapn Bilvclrn dc- 
scribe* this "Black Empire" glow­
ingly in a letter to the pop© of Home 
From his d« scrlptlon# it 1* a land of 
vast wealth )>mg b« tween the Zam­
besi river on the North and th« IAm- 
popo river on the nouth, and might 
even extend to the Cape of Good 
Hope. Anyway, w« gather that this 
Empire of th« Black« was larger than 
I uropcan Franc© I* today, larger, 
p« rhnp*, than our state of Texas ami 
lltcinlly dotted with inexliaustlbh 
gold min« * A country Indeed to win t 
tho rorriinerilal greed of tlx Portu­
gese!

At first. It appear", the Great Black 
King of Monumotnpu rcc|lvti th«

[Christian «n.lssary with pbasure and 
hoopttablllt> His courtesy for the 
strong« r extend* even tc» all* wing 
himself to 1.« christened “R« bastion** 
by him and giving bun a house to 
set u* his Holy Cross in. The Fagan 
monarch* wti© always fnm«d for 
their liberality In matter* of the 
soul; on« or two new god© never d!«l 
any harm to their already over-flow­
ing Pantheon. It took but a little 
while, however, for tho Monarch to 
discover that bilveira « visit wa* not 
«ntirely for the purpose of conver­
sion As usual the flag was trylnr 
to foil« w the cron© A M«-homed*n at 
ttoe court (for the Mohamedon* had 
Known Zimbabwe long before the 
Christlansl, pet haps Jealous of hi* 
i IvaJ a religious success with th« 
Monarch, aided Hllvetrn * downfall by 
calliiAg him a  wizard. If we are to 
t*U« ve the miraculous tal« © solemnly 
recorded to the Vatican about Bll- 
veira speaking with wild b«a*t* and 
»*« ing auecorded by them, h© was a 
wizard and «l©"erv«d to lose hit head 
as a dangerous subject.

W H I T E S  C A P T U R E D  C I T Y
Th« next we hear of Zimbabwe the 

Portugese a.e marching, (the regu­
lar soldi« rs reinforced by enemy 
tribes of Monomotapa), fifteen thous­
and strong against the Empire of the 
Black* At Mocapa the Portugese, 
having superior firearm* rout th«- 
Black Monarch and march to Zim ­
babwe. the capital litre. Manure. 
un©l© of th© defeated monarch Is 
rrowned Christian King of Monomo- 
tap*. Thl», however, wa* only an 
«mpty gesture on the part of the 
Portugese who had no real power In 
Africa at this time. This I* proved 
by the fact that the Portugese re­
tired to their coast settlement shortly 
afterwards and left Monomotapa 
again In the hand" of the natives. It 
1* also proved by the fact that the 
ten missionaries who Inter set out 
to teach th© Holy flcrlpturea to the 
people of the New Christian Mon­
arch w’«r© never heard of again.

Monornotnpa, as far a* Europe I" 
concerned. cense* to «xist Two ami 
ft half centuries later, in 1871, Zim ­
babwe again flash«* across th« 
horixon cf Europe. Herr Mnuch. a 
German explorer, brings It again 
into the limelight. But what a differ­
ent Zimbabwe! No long« r la It th« 
great capital of n great empire. Now, 
It i* a mute array of crumbling »ton« 
building*! Tim«- again ha* triumphed 
over man. Wild beasts silently prowl 
through the vast chamber* that one« 
rung with th© laughter of men 
Monkey* garni « I over the altar« of 
th© dead Goda of Zimbabwe. An«l th« 
towers along the gnat *t«»n© wall 
that Ik thirteen feet thick at tlx* top 
an«l twenty at th« base, and mor« 
than thirty f««t high, h i « fill« «! with 
muting buds. Zimbabwe, lilx ancient

Tyre and Babylon, sleep*— and do«*» 
not talk in it* sleep.

T A K E N  BY  Z U L U S ?
What happened t# Ztmbabw« ? The 

savant« <f Europe in 1891 conclude 
that Zimbabwe wa* taken by the 
neighboring Zulus ar.«l gradually fell 
into decay It t* more probable that 
terrible wars aided by an earth- 
«¿uak© were it* downfall. The ruins 
l>««p«ak the hand of nature rather 
than that of man In the flual de­
struction, for stone* **«m*d to have 
L««n hurled from gieat height*.

But before sax ants asked w hat 
Lapp* n#d to Zimbabwe and tried fo 
answer it. they a*ked who built Zim­
babwe and tried to answer that.

Hlder Haggard and Theetdore Bent 
un«l other* conclude«! that It roust 
have been originally built by Phoen­
ician traders mor© than a thousand

i • 8tl* • hi 1st T>i.4r it ■ n 8
hnx© been the original Ophir of King 
Solomon''* «lays. The basis of their 
reasoning was that the city was 
very ancient and eMdently built by 
people who were in a high stage of 
civilisation. This city, built on a great 
hill surrounded on three sides by 
granite cliff* which gave it a natural 
protection, and on the only acces­
sible side wa» provided with a wall 
of massive proportion» and running 
workmanship— the wall was so con­
structed that one man at a time only 
could enter the gate» of the etty—  
must have been the creation of whites 
from the civilix«d world surrounding 
the Mediterranean. And they say. 
since the Phoenician* were the great­
est travelers of antiquity, it must 
have been founded by them.

P H O E N I C I A N S  N E V E R  M E N ­
T I O N E D  I T

Put If this 1 » so. why didn't the 
Phoenician* sp«»k of It0 Why didn't 
It become famous like Carthage And 
Tyre nn«l Paphos, th# other great 
ciths founded by the Phoenician»? 
Why were they silent only about 
thl* one? This «me which produced, 
««•cording to th«*e same authoiitte*. 
almost unlimited gold. Purely so rich 
a city coiUd not have supplied gold 
to the Mediterranean countries for a 
thousand year» and never been men­
tioned or it* location given.

They also base their reasoning 
upon the similarity of the religious 
images unearthed at Zimbabwe and 
th«>se found on other Phoenician site* 
Images that are phallic In «lesign and 
bespeak a worship of the generative 
powers, and of the »»in. But It 1* now 
known, with th«' mo«lern cxeu\ation* 
nt Pompeii, and in Persia. Egypt and 
Mt xico and Central America, that 
worship of the sun and the gener­
ally«' powers was not the ex«'!u*!ve 
product of on«* people. Momdithn, lit - 
th different from those found nt 
Zimbabwe, nr« scattered «11 oxer th« 
world xx lit iex it man hu«l trod.

Moreover. Zimbabwe t* *w lnlan«l 
city, far from the coast Phoenicians 
have never b«©n known to erect a 
city off the coast. The city I* t«w> 
solidly built and fortified to hax© 
been a m e n  gold station on the way 
to the coast. It» workmanship is such 
that It bespeaks a great knowledge 
of architecture and refinement of 
taste. It |* built on a foundation cf 
granite which it would have token 
an army of workers through long 
>ears of labor to lay. And the build­
ings are made of small blocks of 
“tone, slightly larger than a brick, 
so fitted together that mortar wa» 
not necessary. The walls of the tern, 
pie and the monolith« are profusely 
< arved w ith the image» of bird*. Th# 
Phoenicians would scarcely have 
gone to all of thl» trouble for a met# 
gold station which t h e y  never 
thought enough of to mention. And 
the vessel» of gold, unearth#d there 
are carved with the delicacy and In­
genuity of the best modern gold* 
smiths.

N O T  A N C I E N T  OP H I R
No, Zimbabwe 1» not the ancient 

Ophir. Ophir sent not only gold to 
Solomon, but peacocks and sandal­
wood a» well, ami there are no pea­
cock* or sand 1©wood in AfHflt. Opbtf 
wa» probal-i • |M t M  tin  Mal­
abar coast In India, the home of pea­
fowl and »andlewocd. w hich also pro»« 
dured g«>ld.

The modern explorer with more 
knowledge of the past, and of the 
habit» of man than was at the dls- 
p«»*al of the savant» of the 70’* and 
90’*, and with better facilities for 
unearthing and comparing the ruin# 
of a dead city, will probably net de­
pend so much upon the scant ref­
erence» In the Bible for solving thi» 
mystery.

America and Europe eagerly await 
the results of the Frobeniu* expedi­
tion For If Zimbabwe prove© after 
all to t># of purely African origin 
many conclusions hitherto held about 
the people of Africa will haxe to b© 
dropped. It may even b# that Africa 
had an architecture and a culture 
hidden away in It» Jung]«» that 
«•«tualfd that of the Greeks and th# 
Romans.

TH E  END

The Harrison Street Baptist church 
was organized at Petersburg. Ya . In 
1776; and another Baptist church at 
Williamsburg. Ya , In 1785. The first 
African Baptist church was estab­
lished in Savannah. Ga.. In 1795, with 
the Second Baptist church in that 
city following fourteen years later.

There wa» founded a mix*d Baptist 
church in the Mouiul Bayou, Miss, 
district In 1 H»5 by Joseph Willis, a 
ire«* Negu», born in South Carolina ir 
1762.


