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America’s Most
Memorable
Christmas.

By ROLDERTUS LOVE.

1Capyrigh by Hobertus Lave.)

HE most memorable Chrlstman
In Awericnn histo " that of
1770 the dny on which Wash

Ingion  erossed  The L iplnware
As n matter of foect, Washington and
hin armuy crossed the elaware four

waiue | ith, but It
istne night

e pleture
Iwln

times duriug th

wins the crosslug
thal made vivi] histor
of “"Washlugton Urossing the

on U

whre," fromel s n onlored $hrotuo or
a black and white print, has been fa
miliar to two geveratians of Amerd
cans. But how tant of ne inow just
why, how and  wlhere VWoashington
cromsed the | Lwnre henring
that mos e el d vpon the destiny
of Americn ha I the famous
pleture frt hich vinllinr

chromon 1 e and whe the origl

nal oll pad my b i1
1'elven Yo ! | New
York hing
ton's el Armwy
wWhs pu tish un- |
fer Cornvnl \\ witehe)
Trenton 1hn 1 Ik et lons
for cromwlng o | Ivnnla
Collecting n e biop e vl findd
he sent h LML ¢ an
the nlght v Tth, 1 with
the rean (I TC T fumt

1omxeing
ot

ad Coruwiallls, as the L
puts It
and parnde, Po e

“eatne

Cornwnllly ¢ pi s
orovy the rl t 'elphin
the copital olonles
and omd th im0 o e
Pur the wi periin Vo JJenby oy
ed nil the wihi e « w'd pot
hide on the Penusylvanin «hors far
own foture wse.  The Britlsh neral

Iountil the el
i the

therefore declded to W
er froze, so that be could v
fee. MUA wenther previiled for o fort-
night In the meanthme Washilugion
had placed strong gunrds ol several
fords and ferrles up und down the
river, the enemy nlso posting detach
moents at important polnts on the New
Jersey side. Washington, with n por
tion of hls army, was epeamped st

Newtown, n Httle northeast of Hristol, |

Pa. The British gnrrison at ''renton
conslsted of about 1,500 Hessinny and
some Britlah lLght horse under coms
mand of Colonel Hall, a gnllant Fes-
slan oloer.

The capture of Philndelphia seemsd
so lmminent that by advice of General
Putoam, ln command there, the Con
tinental congress retired to Baltimore
The situation was highly critieal. The
time of service for which most of
Washington's men bhad enllsted would
expire within ten duys, and unless
money could be had for thelr payment
Sew of them would remain in the fleld,
Many citizens who bhad espoused the
patrivd smuse became discouraged and
went over to the enemy. Cornwallls
was 80 pop sure that the “rebels" were
@ thelr last legs and the war prac-
#icully over that he weut to New York
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WASHINGTON CROSSING THE DELAWARE

Christmas Night 1776

with the intention to sall for England
pn lenve of nleonee

Wasbkington folt that some decisive
blow must be struck. The Britlsh must
be shown that the Americans still had
fight In them. Thnld cltizens In thelr
homes must be encouraped by a dem-
onstration of pateiot's v 4 and mill-
tary prowess, Accordiogly Washing-
ton pinnned attacks at several polnts
along the river, but bhe could not In-
duce some of his subordinate com-
manders to co-opernte with him, They
could not cross the river, they sald.
But Washington eould and did.  He
proposed to go over and give the Hes-
slans at Trenton a Christmas af'er

math in the way of a daviig! surprise
the morning after Christmas, nowing
that the jolly Germans would be WOr®
or less demornllzed by thelr bibus.
manner of celebrating the annlversary,
Washington's troops at Newtowl
were chiefly New Englanders, He hadl
about 2,400 men and twenty pleces of
artillery, The wenther had turned
much colder toward Christinas, and em
the afternocon of that day a chiil storm
of suow and sleet began, Iasting
through the night, Washington's troops
marched to MeConkey's ferry In the
snowstorm. McConkey's was n river
side tnn on the New Jersey bank of
the Delaware about nine mlles above
Trenton, The boats previonsly hidden
by the Americans were collectod at this
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puint, opposite MeConkey's house, and
at dusk the woldlers bBegan crossing
Everybody knaws, of course, that “the
river was full of foating lce,” but
Colonel Glover and his fAshermen sol-
dlers from Marblehead did pot mind
that. They knew how to gulds boats
amid cakes of fce. These Massachu-
sotta fNshermen were placed in charge
of the boats.

The plan of Washington was to reach
Trenton by § o'clock In the morning
and catch the Hesslans sleeping off
thelr Christmas potations, He counted
upon getting the whole army across by
midnight Owing to the delay caused
by the ice and the storm It was §
o'clock in the merning when the last
boat load of patrolits reached the Jer-
sey shore. By 4 o'clock the force was
formed ready for the march upon
Trenton. Colonel Henry Knox had
brought over his cannon on the frall
flatbouts, with horses to pull the pleces
along the road.

QGenernl Washington crossed the riv-
er a little before midnight. The In-
mates of Hl:"l:unk('}"l house were astlr

practically all night, brewing big Jo
rums of hot and steaming punch, which
the cold and weary Continental officers
drank with eager sest. It is related
AT early ™ The mMOrDIng DHours yvaso-
Ington himself stepped Into the inn
and found some of his young officers
inclined to loiter by the fire and in-
dulge In extra potations. There was
more serious work on hand. Washing-
ton, It & sald, drank Just one stout
“soifter and orderad his officers to be
about thelr business. Mc(Conkey's house
stlll stands, and the place ls knewn
pow as Washington's Crossing.

Washington divided his forces into
two bodles, one o march down the
river road and attack the enemy from
the west, the other to enter the towa
from the north. The commander In.
structed all his officers to set thelr
watches by his, so that the attack
might be mude simultapeously at every
polnt. It was B o'clock when the en-
smy's outposts were encountered and
driven In, firlng from behind trees and
fences as they ran,

Colonel Rall had been up all night,
with other officers, carousing and play-
Ing cards at the house of a Tory.
Though the altack wpns made three
hours later than had been intended,
it wan still practically a surprise. Rall
buckled on his sword and gallantly
tried to rally his demoralized forces,
but It was too late. Already the light
horse and G600 Hesalans had taken flight
aund escaped. Knox had planted his
cannon to sweep the principal streets,
and the attack fLrom all points was

Rall fell mortally
wounded, and a little Iater he sur-
rendered his sword 1o Washington,
The American commuander took nearly
a thousnnd prisoners. with many stands
of arms, cannonl and other equipment
The victory was complete. Cornwallls
deferred hls trip to Eogland, remain
ing here to surrender to Washington at
Yorktown filve yeurs later

The next day Washington’s army re-
crossed the river, tuking the Hesslan
prisoners to Newtown. On the 20th
his forces having been Increased hy the
arrival of other troops, he made the
passuge of the Delnware for the fourth
time in & month, recccupying Trenton
vutil forced to retire to Princeton by
the maneuvers of Cormwallls. In cross-
Ing and recrossing the river and fight-
ing the battle of Trenton Washington
lost only seven men. Two were killed,
four were wounded and one frozen to
denth,

The famous pleture “Washington
Crossing the Delaware” was painted in
1851 by Emanuel Leutze, who was
born in Wurttemberg in 1816 and died
at Washington ln 1845, having settled
permaneotly In America, Leutze paint
ed severni other American nistoricea
scenes,

furions. Colonel

The Washlngton plcture,

reproduction can do justice, now hangy
lo the Metropolitan Museum of Art
New York city, where It may be seen
free of eharge by any American patriot
—or by any Hesslan or British visitor,
for that matter. ‘The great palnting
was presented to the museum ten
years ago by John B, Kennedy. Itis a
matter of congratulation that this ar-
tistic representation of an lnspiring In-
cident connected with America’s most
historic Christmas now belongs prac.
tically to Lthe people of America, one
und all

Christmas on Chrigtmas lsland.

They never have any “white™ Christ-
mases on Christmas island. The ther-
mometer never falls below 70 and nev-
er rises above 90 lu the shade,

Christmas island lles about 250 miles
southeast of the western extremity of
Juva. It is In the jodian ocean and
belongs to Great Britain, having been
annexed In 1888. This Interesting lit-
tle bit of land In midsen appears to
have been originally u coral reef, which
by voleanic forces has been ralsed so
high that at Its highest polint It sticks
out of the water 1600 feet. In shape
it 1s an Irreguiar gquadrilateral. It has
an aren of about twenty square mlles,
The British have formed a seftiement
on the islaud for the development of
the phosphate beds, which are suld to
be rich. ‘This material s nsed for fer-
tillzer.

A globe trotter who spent last Christ.
mas very appropriately on Christ ins
{sland says: “Christmas morning 1
bathed In the sea. Christmne afier-
noon, dressed fn white flannel, | played
teanis It Is always summer there.
A pure, cool breeze always blows from
the sovthes t.  In January the fresh

frulte ood flowers and vegetables are
as plentifu! a« dering July or August
in the ! ' States, Chreistmns islend
s a8 Vle puradise nine mlles wide
nnd miles long.*
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Christmas
With Lo, the
Poor Indian.

——

AXNY of the Indians who still
keep up their tribal existence
are Christians. To them as
to the white people Christmas

Is an important anniversary, but they
celebrate It in thelr own way. This
way would not be approved by ceriain
Christian denominations of white peo-
ple because It includes as the chief
feature a dance.

The southwestern Indian tribes have
a specianl fondness for all sorts of cers-
moninl dauces. When white people
dance they do It for the sesthetie
pleasure of the performance, the poetry
of motion, so to speak. Not so with
the Indians, Every dance has a deep
significance to them., When they as-
semble for thefr Christmas observance
they begin by praying for rain and
bountiful crops.

Then follows the dance. This Is the
only dauce In which the women are
permitted to take part. The men and
women form Io opposite limes and
sturt up a song, their bodles swaying
Iln rhythm. Then they break up into
groups and dance toward each olher
with a hippity-bhop step, holding thelr

| bodles rigid

The next movement is to form a clr-

| ele and dunce around & Christinas tree
' hung with articles which, according to

the missionaries, are the gifts of Santa
Olnus to good Indians. The Indians
kneel and pray In front of an altar
during the performance.

When Santa Claus visits the Indian
papoose on the plalns he does not find
stockings In which to deposit his pres-
ents. As a rule, the little Indlan in
the tepee does not wear stockings, for
the first year or two at any rate. The
baby Is strapped to a board, Its body
wrapped in warm skins and only i
bend sticking out, o that it ean ery
without being cramped for space,

Frequentls the papoose takes Its
naps In an wpright position, Its mother
leining the baby board against the
tepee pole

On Christinas eve Banta Clavs steals
into the tepee and lays beslde the
sleeping pypoose its Christmas pres-
ents. These are not 80 numerons or o
costly as the white baby's presents,
but to the little bronze baby they are
just as good. Nearly always the In-
Clan baby gets thlugs of bright eoloms.
Indians, big and little, are particularly

! fond of gurish hues. A red necktle, &
| blue ribbon, & yellow scarf or a stick
| of striped cundy may be the selection
| of Sauta Claus, but a string of shells
or beads, the tooth of an elk or the
claw of & bear is more llkely to be the

papoose’s present,
its gifts it is just as bappy as the rich-
. white child In the land.

A Disappointing Feature,

Claus 1"
“Well, rnther!
tace melted off!"

| When pupoose wakes up and finds

/

“was there any disappointing fea- =
taure aboul your appearance as Banta”

The pose of my Calie"
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