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CONDITIONOF THE
WOOL MARKET,

Prices are Higher Than
for Many Years--The
Dingley Tariff.

JUSTICE BATEMAN CO. REPORT.

Belief that Prices Have Reached
The Limit the Demand
Wil Justify.

TONE OF THE MARKET

Woal is dull; but prices are stoady
atl the recont dealine. The consam)-
tion of wool for the lut twalve
montha bas undoubtedly exceoded all
provious records, yet owing Lo the
heavy imports which are keoping close
up to those of the same period last
yoar, there la no noute scarcity, Man
ufacturers still find an ample assart
ment al & time whon the new doms
tio allp Is beginnnig to arrive o 00
market, and hopos of the rising ju
preadieted by some us 8 resullt  of
haustion of supplios, have nuw faded
out of sight.

Leading grades of domestlie wool
renched record prices in the summer
of 1805, and n decline has prevalled
sloeco then.,  Belloving that wool had
reached the top manafacturors hsd no
motive for buying ahead of their
whnts and they have been elther hold-
iug out of the market, or supplying
thomselves with forelgn, which even
with the high Dingley duties added,
has proved to bLe relatively cheapor
thun domostie,

Confirmation of this is shown n
the large Imports of w ol iy the cal-
endar year 15, which, oven during
the free wool poroid, hw s never hows
oxopided bt onve, The lmp:m last
your were 38 per cent greater than the
avornge of the provious three years,

Some manufacturers who wre very
Inrge consumers, and who herstofore

[Ihut too many growers sell  thelr
| young owon to butchers, whoreas they
shonld be retained for purposes of In-
arense,

In sections East of the Misslssipp
the duiry Industry and. the plough
have displaced many Hocks in  plices
thut 4o 180K wore nmong the Rrontest
wool growing sections.  Bheop have
disapposrod so eapldly before mors
profitable forms of agricultur, sspec
inlly o the sections Enst of the Misx
iwsippl River, that now 46 per cent of

STOCKMEN’S PROTEC-
| TIVE ASSOCIATION.

' Three Counties Join Together to Put Stop to
Wholesale Stealing From the Ranges

nll our shesp are located In o group
j-nl’ ouly flve, so-called territorinl |
n’lﬂtm_

I It will not do for wool growers Lo
I lgnore thils growling dissatiafuction of
munnfasctorers with the wool tariff,
for it in leadiog to s demund for tariff
revislon in favor of free raw materiol.

Hesolutions should be passed by
||hun| urowing und sent
to  thelr Congressmen, protesting

Awmsocintlons

the agitution of this subject of turllf
revision.

Cirawers are only ‘now getting the
full benefit of the Dingley taritf, for
owlng to the grest surplus of foreign
wool imported douring the fres wool
poeriod, the price for domestic
was depressed for years below the im
porting point, It has only been with
non your thut the full price lifting

t of the prosent tarllf upon woaol
heen enjoyed by our growers,
tinufucturers think
rease in wool production o Aus
tralla and New Zealund may bring
prices down. This increase is shown
in the greater offeriugs in London up
to Beptember 31st, 1006, which was
over 27 per cent greater, although the
nctoal sales for the year onding De
cember 31st, 106, were only 24! ‘pm‘|
cent greater than in the previous y ear,

This Indicates thut a surplua is be-
ing necumulated, which is not favor-
able to permanently higher prices.

London elrculars show that the in-
crense yield of cloan scoured wool in
the production of Huenos Ayres and

he Britwsh Colonies, during the year

wool

duion of 10 (i dargost v
and more thao could then be consum-
od, Is pow aguin neurly oequaled.
Taking these matters Iuto considera-
tion, we can see no resson to justify

expectations of inereased prices over

ngainnt the disturbaneo to busioess by |

|
that the in

| The leading citizens of Crook, Har-  da to receive and dispose of the stock
ney und Lake County, in Oregon and the Oregon mnges. So
Modoe county in California, have or- incenmsd sre the stock owners of these
||.r||mf.-~4! # Lave Btock Protective Asso- counties that every one is willing to
clation, with headgunters st Lakeview, not ouly become s member of the Live
for the purpose of preventing the kill- Stock Proteotive Association, but
Ing of exttle nod the stenling of hors- | huve indieated thelr willingness to do
on, cultle and mules, everything possible to enforce the law
It hns beon ascertained that there is sgainst these robbers,
& woll organized band of horse and It is to be hoped that in the inter-
cattle  thleves opperating In Lake,
| Crook und Harney cpunty, in Oregon,
jand  Modoc county , in Californis,
{ who have boen stealing stock In whole-
side numbers doring the Inst year. it
Is known that these thieves have par-
Ith-n stationed in Californis and Neva-

stolen from

that thiz gang of Inwbreakers be put

lnw and order and civie righteousness

furious business should be landed in
Lhe penitentiary.

| w8 soon ns it was shorn, or eéven con-
tracting for it on the sheep's back be-
fore shearing.

Under these conditions the services
of u commisslon house were not need-
od, but changed conditions in this re-

| apect uppear to be immivent, owing
to this unfortunate calumity in San
Francisco, which comes nt s time

nge 47 per cent yields scoured wool
costing 60 centa per pound while choice
floe Montana delaine at 23 cents in
the grease, shrinkage 70 per
yields scoured wool costing 17 cents
per pound lower cost for scoured med
inm than flne pcoured, although the
groase price of flne Is 9 cents lower
than that of the medinm,

edt of not only the livestock imluntry|
out of business, but for the sake of |

evury one of those engaged in this ne- | It is to be hoped that every business

ent| cnit court to uguire into the varlous
¢

extensions do not meet our wants,
The N-C-O, people have complained
that their progress has been mater lally
hampered by the reception they have
reeived ot the bands of the people)
of that portion of the country
|thus far traversed. They have sald,
in substance, that it appeared that the
people were apposed Lo the sxtension
of u road throngh the conntry and
took every opportunity to place ob-
stacles in the way, having been ready
at all times to prosecate damage suits,
und view lightly their adversities.
! Now what the League proposes, s to
prove to these railrond men, if it Is
possible to get them in proving dis-
|tance, that whatever discouragement
they have met with, they bave passed,
(as the people of this county are
friendly with the road and want it to
extend. That they will place no ob-
stacles in the way of the road, but
will offer them every encourngement
possible.

The time for the meeting has not
been sot. The convenience of the peo-

ple of onr neighbor county and the
railroad people will decide that detail.

man in Lake county will lend his as-
|nuunce to the League in this move-
ment.

' The Grand Jury.

A grand jury was called at the con-
vening of the present session of ecir-

charges againat parties who have been
detained in the sounty jail and any
other matter that might be brought
nefore the body,

The persounell of the jury is as fol-
lows: W. A, Massingill, foreman;

when growers of domestic wool expect-
ed to get for it at least the closing
prices of lust summer. Now, however,
these prices are so far above the par-
ity of foreign woaol with duty added,
nnd also above the parity of present
Eastern prices, that, until they uander-
stand the situstion, growers are sure
to feel disappointment.

Under these clircumstances, wool
growers may flud the services of

ending 10006, In so great 1 L the pro- ’l'umluihﬂinu houses very scceptable,
4 rora ot only to muke liberal cash wdy o

vas, but to ecarry their wool
more satisfactorily range of prices is
established,

These wool growers who contracted
their wool on the sheep’s bock early

huve used domestic wools now Import | surront Eastern rates for the 15606 clip, | in the season last year felt chagrined

not having a single tleece of domestic | which is being prepured for market in [that they should have received so

wool In thelr mills.  This is because
aof the very high cost of
pluces of production in 1KG, where,
us to-day, prices were relutivoly high-
or thun the duty paid cost of foreign.

When prices wore rising previous to
midsummer of last yoar, und it look-
od as though they might be still high-
bhought froely and
of their wants,

or, munufacturors

in mony cases  nhoad

Then they fell bnek upon  their sup-
plies;, and stayed out of the muarket
altogether  until they ran low on

some grades, when they took only the
loast quantity they culd get along
with.

Undor thess clronmstances sellors
pressed thelr wool for sale upon un-
willing buyers, and the greater the
progsure the more timid buvers be-
ceame,  Even whon in
af supplies, detecting the wenkness in
the market and fenring » farthor full,
muanufneturers resorted to all sorts of
shifts to postpone purchases, arguing
often and with good resson, that if
they did not guin suything in price
roduotion by delay, they st lenst sav-
ed in ipsurance nod In  interost,
which, owlng to dearer money and
high wool prices, was & greater item
thun ever before, for it takes much
more money to handle the same guan
tity of wool than it did two years ago.

These and other conditions provall-
Ing since August, 1000, caused falling
prices, and the cost of earrying wool,
widded to the sheinkage In price, caus-
od most dealers to lose money on the
wool bought during the ecxitement
provalling in all wool growlng sections
nt the close of last sonson.

Owlog to Lheso losses and to the
inubility of munufseturers to ndvance
Lhe prices of their texties sufficiently
to cover the Increased cost of raw
muterind, conservative viows now pro-
vall, which geem likely to result iu
muny owners having to carry thear
wool themsalves, until it I8 sctually
neadod for consumption,

Instend of buying up the whale clip
us soon a8 shorn tho Eust mny take
only moderate guuntities this year,
leavoig the bulk of it to bo beld in the
lnterior, or consigned to sesbonrd
murkets by the owners to be held

thors by them until noeded for
snmption,
The fullure of the Hocks to Inoreasoe

prossing need

sooms to buve been caused by Lhe faot

domestic In |

| many sections,
Up to the time of the appalling
lenlamity in San Franciseo, general
business conditions in the United
States wore most promising. Accord
ing to Brudstreet's fgures Rallroad
earpings (un anfailing
business  conditions
show u galn of 27
enrnings of Folirnury,
precedented showing,

barometer of
per cent over the

but the great

cause disturbance in the money muor-

kot which must affect wool prices,
The sadden draft on the

of FPire Insurance companies, bLoth |

resonrees

tompornneously with the hesvy bor
rowing of Russia, will be
create world fipancial disturbances |

snd possibly stringency, which may

sure to

veniently handle the usual smount of
wool.

The general condition of trade and ‘
Industry ie now on a footing too solid |
und securo for there to be auy reason- |
able apprébension of o panie, but in
order to prevent insuranee companies
from throwing their securities upon
the market to raise millions of dollars
to Hgumdate their indeptedns®s, in
San l"mm-im'u, the banks ure n,nlt‘urim'
to advanee mopey on, and to carry
these sscuritios until soch times ns
they ean be marketed without need-
less snorifles. ’

This broad and liberal policy of the
banks will of course employ many mil-
lions of dollars that otherwisle would-
have been avallable for lnvestment in
wool, und at & time whon the high
price of wool requires more capital to
hundle it than before, so that
the determination of wool dealers nud
munufaturers to act conservatively
and to buy woeol only as it is required,
and at prices which will show a mar-
gin on current rates in the Fast, is i |
mensure of necesalty us well ug of ex
pediency,

It in guite

over

probable that Eustorn

pervioe ol commission houses may
ngnin come to be ws great and us neo- |
essiiry factors to the western wool
Erowors hs in former yunrs,

During the past two seasons hu_\‘vrh‘

wore often found hlull.t“n;,: in erowds

| resched

much less than was obtained by the
growers who sold their wool in the ex-
citement of the summer. In & broad
way it may be stated a8 a fact, that
with very few exceptions the profils
of the Iasstern operators on wool
bought  early in the season, were

for PFebruary | #Wept away by the losses sustained on '

the high p=iced wools bought late.

1905, —an un-| Notwithstanding the nearly 7 per | Oregon woolmcn for the best clips, |clerk in 1876, He was reelected to the

cent decline that has taken place in

cutostrophe in San Francisco will | domestic merino wool since last Aug |““h“I severnl cents of this figure. | was formed Mr. Hatton became & resi-

ust, thig grade is still more than 7
por cent higher than the highest point
during the boom of 1000,
In strong contrast to this, foreign flne

foroign and domestie, oceurring con- | Wool is 16 per cent below the highest |still In all parts of the West. In

prive of 11X,
The boom of 1500 and its subsequent

collupse, which caused u loss of more |

than one-hulf the capital of many of

curtail the ability of dealers to con- [the leading wool operators throughout | part of the Utah clip was sold early,

the world, in some lnstances sweeping
awny in one year the aconmulations of
a lite time, constituted an experionce
which is ever presont in the memories
of the wool trude, who view with much
dread and apprehension, even the ap-
proach of prices to the 1000 level.

It is true that the relations of sup-
ply and demand bave changed some-
what since then. The expansion in
population has been greater than the

inerease in wool production thrmlg'|

ont the world, and no one now be-
lieva that the low price reached in
the reaction from that boom, indicate
the real nud true value of wool to-day,
but all agree that present rates on flue
wool ure on 8 perilously high level,
and that further advance is much less
likely then a decline.

Medinm wool (14 and 3§ blood) al

though 3 per cent below the price of

lust August is still 18 per cent nbove
the highest price reached in the dis-
astrons boom of 190,

Improvements in wool working ma
chinery have enabled manufpeturers

. | to make goods of medinm wool, which | Ing ff“ o deflnato ‘"}‘lel‘-‘*lﬂudillu aon-
when fluished have the appearance of |Cerniug the exteusion of that road
and owing [ through thess, two counties. The pro-

goods made of fluer wouol,

dewlors will be inelined to touch the to its grodster cheapnoss medium  wool l\m“d woeting place 1s at Lakeview,
coming olip lightly at first, und the |18 being largely used ns a substitute | in order that the raliroad poopls. may

for fine.

While owlng to its lighter shrinkage | Protunities lylug ahead of them, and

the grense price of medium wool s

higher than Oue it ylelds  scoured

wool at & much lower cost, As an

IMustyation, —Michigan 13 and 3§

| : ’
al the shearing camps to bay the wool i\mul. ut 32 oents in the grosse, sheink | to demonsteate to them that the short

until a

The Oregonian prints the following | A- Storkman, D. C. Bcbminck, C. 8.
on the 10th, which shows the wool|Dixon, E. B. Brewer, Ed. Wood,
market to be at s standstill at the | Bobt. Nelson.
present time. Shearing in the north-| The Arst day's work resulied in an I
ern counties is in progress, machines | indictment against E. E. Wert, charg-
are being used with saccess. [ed with the larceny of a suit of

“Woolbuyers in this state show no|clothes, and most of the evidence was
disposition to meet the high prices|taken in the Lee case.
nsked by growers. They declare that| An indictment was returned against
genernl conditions in the wool market | Bert Lee on Tuesday. Lee's trial is
do not justify the extreme values that set for today. The case against Wert
Yave been placed on wool by sheep-|cume up for trial Wednesday, L. F.
| men. The lutter on the other band, Conn appearing for defendant. As we

- ; go press jury finds verdict of gullty.
seom determined to hold ont for the A diier wiar | adarer <

prices they have named, and continu- | W, Vinyard and John Doe for horse
ance of the deadlock is the result. |stealing.
A few sales were made during the

week, but they were very small and

have no bearing on the general mar-| Reuben B, Hatton, the first clerk
{ket. Sowe of the dealers look for 8 of Lake county, died at Klamath
better movement in the coming week, | Falls, Monday, May Tth.
but others doubt if there is any ne- R. B. Hatton was born
tive trading before the regular sales- | Caroling, Feb, 29, 1842
lriuys, which begin on May 22. These|Oregon in early day, locating ut
(suctions will show defluately the atti- | Ashland. When Lake county was
tude of buyers and sellers. | struck off from Jackson county Mr.
| Twenty-five cents secems to be the|Hatton claimed his residence in the
price fixed by most of the Eastern|new county and was elected its first

i s
R. B. Hat.t.on Deod

in South
He came to

while the buyers say Lthey will not |.»nytmﬂco twice. When Klamath county

| In the valley 25 cents is the general | dent of that county, where he has re-
| price, and the dealers are offering 22 i sided ever since, Mr, Hatton has the
to 23 cents. | distinction of having resided in three
Woalbuying is practically at a stand- | different counties without ever having
changed his place of residence,
Many old residents of Lake county

Washington and Idaho, the same con- |knew Mr. Hatlon and beld him iu

Iditwua prm-m_t as in thx.u‘ state. A few | hich esteem. One by one the old
stray transactions are being made in|land marks of pioneer days in South-

Nevada nt 19 to 20 cents. The larger [ ¢astern Oregon are passing away, but
" their memory long lives.

Creffield Killed.

Creffield, the Holy Roller leader was
shot and killed io Seattle on the Sth
of the month by George Mitohell,
Two of Mitchell's sisters had been led
estray by Creffield and to avenge his
wrongs young Mitchell followed the
solf-styled prophet to Seattle and shot
him down in the street and then gave
himself up to the officers.

As soon as the deed was accomplish-
ed, Mitchell wired to Hurt, Crefield’s
father-in-law, in Corvallis, that
“I have got my man, and am in jail
hoere.'' Mr. Hurt started for Seattle
at onee to look after his daughter,
Mrs. Creflield, who was kunown to be
destitute and in rags, without a home,
and Mr. Hurt also announced his pur-
pose of nrrunging for Mitchell's de.
fense. He said that within 10 mino-
utes after the word reached Corvallis
that Mitchell had killed COreffield a
movement was started to ruise funds
for his defense and to raise money for
# gold medal asa reward for Mitchell's
good work. The news was hailed with
delight wherever Oreffield had pruc-
tised hLis Infamous influence and
broken up happy homes. The most
prominent men in Corvallis nnd Albany
were Hrst to announee their purpose
to go to the extent of their resources

to prevent Mitchell from being pun-
dshed.

Regardless of recommendstions fiom
prominent persons and distriet attor-
neys from Portland, OQorvallis aund
other Oregon eities, the Washington
authoritios say they will endeavor to
prosecate Mitchell,

Luke county sheepmen seem to be
more firm in demanding the advanced
price than they were last spring, they
their experience last year seoming to
have given them courage to hold onto
| their wool. What the resalt of their
| stand will be only remains to be seen.
[ Last year many of them sold oarly
around 16% cents, and the few who
held received as high as 20 and 21,
This epring 20 conts has been offered
|tllmn. but the waiting poliey prevails
]uud few clips have been contracted,
. Buyers are determined, and many or-
ders for fabrics have been cancelled
because of the high price of raw msa-
| terial, which may have a tendency to

cause & docline or slump in wol prices
lin the West.
Pt

Development, League Work.

The development League is taking
stops to bring about a meeting of the
business men of Lake and Modoo
I’x'mmtltm and the managers of the N-
C-0, rallroad, for the purpose of com-

soe with their own eyes the vast op-

study the conditions from personsl
| observations, It will also be a fen-
ture of the meeting to ascertaln from
tho railroad peoplo just what support
thoey ask for extending the road, aad

STEAMBOAT FOR.
GOOSE LAKE.

= -

to Establish Steam-

"

REDUCTION IN FREIGHT RATES.

Big Territory Would be Accommo-
dated---Give Outlet to the
West Side.

E. Burke, for several years telergaph
operator here, has resigned the posi-
tion and is engaged in interesting
local capital in a steamboat for Goose
Lake. Mr. Burke has been figuring
on the proposition for a year or two,
and recently has made investigations
of the possibilities of such a scheme
with the result that he will endeavor
to interest sufficient capital to go
with what money he haz on hand of
his own, to establish a line and put
on & boat to operate between hereland
the lower end of the lake, a distance
of aboot 10 or 50 miles.

He believes that a small boat, say of
15 to 20 tons capacity, could be sue-.
cessfuly opersted on the lake. He
has investigated different landings at
this end and will make asurvey of the
lake shortly to see how far a boat
could run and how many good land-
ings can be found. He figures that &
trip to the lower end of the lake and
back can be made in time to allow a
four-horse team to make a trip from
there to Alturas and back in one day,
which will reduce the time and ex-
pense of bauling freight by team
more than half

A boat the si1ze he pxopolut‘}s put
on will be able to run in about 20 in-
ches of water and make landings at
most any place along the laks on
either side, for loading on wood, lum-
ber, grain or other farm produce and
stock of all kinds. Suach convenient
service would make it possible for the
farmers on both sides of the lake ta
ship their produce to 8 point so near
the railroad that with slight expense
shipments could be made to market,
Probibitory shipping expensez has
been the only obstacle to vast exports
of grain, hay, hogs and various other
products of the farm beipg shipped
from this wvalley to market. Mr.
Burke's proposition solves a problem
for succeasful farming in this walley,
and if carried out as he contemplates,
Goose Lake will soon be a source of
supplies not to be disregarded by the
big markets of the world.

Mr. Borke does not fear the advent
of & raillroad, as his proposed system
of stesmbosating will make it possible
for him to earry on & shipping busi-
ness independent of rail traffio suffi-
cient to ensure good returns from the
money invested. In fact the building
of a railroad into Lakeview from the
north or south, or even a through Hne
would only stimulate wraffic to such
an extent that his business would pro-
fit by it rather than be retarded,

The scheme from Mr Burke's ob-
servation is an entirely feasible one,
and his ability to operate and manage
& steamboat line is not guestioned.

There ia lots of good timber on the
West side of the lake that is so far
from a road of any kiod and the dis-
tance around the lake either way to a
market 1 so great that the timber is
likely to stay there for some time to
come. With a bost on the lake, mills
could make lumber and ship to mar-
ket at a profit. These possibilities,
besides various other sources of reven-
ue presonts Mr., Burke's steambonting
proposition in a moat favorable light,
A boat drawing 20 inches of water
could be used as a tug boat for haul-
ing barges, which he figures would be
the only practieal means of hauling
the more bulky freight,

The boat belng made to curry 16 or
20 tons is designed to run 12 ¢o 12
milea per hour, when carrying her
own burden or tonnage, which would
imsure fust service for that coluss of

freight when speed and timo is consid-
ered

This 5 absalutely n fousible plan
and it wonld lower frergas intes to all
this northern country and we think
the people of this country will aid in

bringing this to o real lssue, vyl

-

Operator Burke Plann'lng‘

er Service. \
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