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Te be one of an army of 10,000; to)

travel by raflron i 23,000 miles every

year; to stand In a car forming part|
of a swaying, rus ing traln, surround
ed by open-mout’ ed eacts and pigeon
heles, shuffling létters and papers at
the rate of 27 O per hour: Enowing
that every er v goes agalnst yoyr
record; to wu k sometimes sixteen to
twenty-four ours at a stretch, often
sleepy and ' ingry—these are some of

1he ily ¢ periences of the rallway
mall clerk Then &dd to these the
censiant ssibllity of belng knocked

imte eteri.iy or crippled for life In a
wreck.

Yet t' =y are a contented lot, these
rallway mall clerks, happy only
when 'on the road” But It is not
the ¢ vironment for a -omestic man,
per for him who has passed the to
of e hill of life and Is jogging dow
fst- the dark valley beyond. Thus a
m-Jjerity of the clerks are young men;
tl ase are preferred by the Post Office
Department, for they have fewer
cares, are wore active, and can work
faster and with greater accuracy.

Uncle Ssm i2 proud of the person-
nel of this expert force and takes
every precaution for the.ar safety and
cemfort. 'Their hours are fixed, and
everiime Is required only in cases of
absolute necessity.

A Travciing Postofflice.

A rallway m.. car is technleally an
“R. P. O.” or Raliway Post Office. It
runas between stated points, receiving
and distrieuting mail through post
otfices along the line. It is 4 govern-
mest post office on wheels, and Is
Caited States territory, though owned
by the raiiroad. It is as well bullt
and as completely equipped for its
purpese as a 'uliman. lron racks for
mail sacks extend along each side.
Abeve are tiers of open boxes and blig-

esm holes. “Work tables” sl * on
the racks. Tliere is neither plush nor
mahkogany, It is bullt for work and

Is the abode of workers.

Let us {magine that this car is the
“R. P. O.” leaving Pittsburg, Pa., for
Clevelana, Ohlo, over the iennsylva-
nia road. The 'ittsburg city pos. oflice
Gelivers to the car mail for polnts east

OUR SUGAR CONSUMPTION,

Beet Sugar Now Mene Than Hal the
Woria's Lotal Vroduction,

Of the more than 1,200 milllon dol
iar's worth of merchandise brought in
to the United States during the last
Year more than 160 million dollar's
worth was sugar. Sugar formed by
far the largest single ftem ln this larg
est  Importation whicn the Unafted
States has ever made In any single
year.

The U fted BStates 1s Increasing
steadily and rapidly its consumption
of sugar, The sugar producers at
home are Increasing thelr output of
loth cane and beet sugar, but even
thelr rapld Increase In productlon is
rot kKeeping pace with the increasing
lome demand, and a8 a consequence
the quantity of sugar brought into the

tle wile. The comparatively light
tender and muil car responded instant.
Iy, while the heavy baggage and
pissenger coacheos constituted a drag
that Lroke the coupling. Relleved of
this burden tue engine, t nder and
mail car ehot ahead and leaped tho
twenty-foot drmw, landing on the oth-

or gide In safery. “he engine ea cned| Guntry P h b n
and eide-wiped the fron bridge we v [J080N increasea from year to year.

It has doubled in the last twenty yeara
. - . ' X ! Lo L .
tearing Its  jacket w tatt'rs @& d while population meantime Increased

konocking the cab intn the riv- 1he o
rest of the train, with brakes set mu.|Uut 50 per cent. The anuual average
importation during the five-year period

tomatically, came to & stop withoot a
ending with 1855 was 1,031,149 tons,

foot to spare. and dv~ing the five-year period ending
with 1900 the annual average was 2,106,
043 tons, despjte the fact that the sugar
production at home had grown from
176,035 tons in 1885 to approximately
500,000 tong In 1905,

The United States Is the largest
sugarconsuming country In the world,
though the per capita consumption In
this country |5 not as great as in the
United Kingdom. The total consump-

e

Bees Naltural Speadthriffs,

The New York Times reprinted from
a Montreal paper—which doubtiess
lifted It from one in London—a most
amiable etory to the effect that when
bees are taken to Ausgtralia they learn
in a single year the usclessness of stor-
ing honey for a winter that never
comes and that they therealter aban-

INTERIOR OF A MAIL CAR.

of Cleveland (cnlled “local mail”) and
“through mail” for Cleveland and
pelats west. The train rushes out of
FPlttaburg. The whistle blows for a
stmtion. No stop here. A “helper”
opens & side door, swings out the mall|
“catcher” and pleks up a mall sack
frem a crane by the track. Now the
weork bLeginsg, This sack containg mall

frem the siation just passed. Some of
it is fer tle next office, some for
Cleveland, some for 1the for west

The ma!l 18 dumped on a t2%)4 and a
clerk peounces on it like a wolf on a
laomb. He tosses letters in all direc-|
tiems. He throws papers and pack-|
gges hither and yon, this wav and
that. as fast as an expert eard player
can distribute a deck. But every piece|
of mall Aands {ts mark in a particular
sack or box. Tu~ rck-~ and boxes are
labeled: but the labels nré unneces-|
sary; his quick eye calches only the
pame of the office, ignoring that of
the addressee. Though (L8 work
pears mechanical it callg@ for a high|
dogree of training. Note the marvel-
lous accuracy—less than two per cent.
of errors In the work of the wlole
ferce for a given year.

The whistle blows for another way
etatien. The door is opened, a sack is
threwa off, and the catcher yanks an-
ether sack about for distribntion, And
#0 It goes without cessation. The
whele scheme 183 so0 arraoged ¢ at
thers Is just time, working wi.. the
utmest speed and accuracy, 10 make
counections.

Skill Needed to Throw Sacks,

Threwing off sacks calls for anoth.
er kind of gkill. The expert knows
from the weight of sack, speed of
traim and pressure of w~d just when
and bew to let the sack po. He can
drep it em & mark, If = platform be
crewded er littered with hoggage be
must pick a clear spot lest his cannon
bLall of leather and mall e U
agalnst some uUnNSUSpPeCL..¥ iTuveler,
have seen a4 mall clerk drop a sixty
petnd smack fr tin going a mlile
a minute, lani itly on & trurk
twenty feet fr the track.

Of course there gre accidents, and
damger Is always present. Yet in ten

rs past but 98 clerks have been
flled om the rond—sn average of ten
A year, with a force numbering up to
11000, The legal representative -f
each clerk sd killed recelves $1,000
from the government. Arraogements
are comtemplated for payment of en|
gnnuity te every clerk permanently
disabled In line of duty. ‘

The mall car is usuafly next the
tendar and runs a greater risk in ac-|
cldemts than n passenger car, Bot!
the pesition I8 sometlmes advanta-|
geous., An Instance is cited of a peco-

Har wreck near Poughkeepzie, N, Y.
The train was crossiug a bridge when

don thelr dearbonght fame as models| tion in 1904 aggregated 3,767,000 tons,
of industry and hiluriously devote to making an average consumption for
sport or idleness all of their time ex-| each Individual for the year of about
ept just enourh in each day to satisfy | 76 pounds,

that day’s hunger. No doubt this tale During the half century prior to 1890
will shock and grieve a large number| peagt gugar formed a small proportion,
of estimable people, but for our oWl of the world's sugar production,
part, says the Times, it very consider-| pg percentage which beets supplied
ably lIncreases such little affection as| o the world's sugar product belng In
we previously had for these tiresomely | 1840 but 4.3 per cent, in 1850 14.3 per
virtuous fowl and ther:fore will We | pant {n 1890 637 per cent, while 1500
do our best to believe it. There al€|ghowed for beets the highest propor-
some difficulties in the way of dolng|ijon in the world's production of sugar,
that. Bees, despite their reputation fof | g7 7 ner cont.

intelligence, are evideotly about the
stupidest things with wings—merely
animated acquisitiveness, indeed work-
ing as hard as an American mlillion-
aire to pile up wealth fa~ beyond any
nossible needs, without a singie talent
except to get, get, gel.

As fighters, while bees are brave
snough, they are unable to strike more
than a singles blow against any of their
more dangerous foes, dying themselves
as a result of it, while the foes, after
wowling with pain for a bit, calm down
and hunt more hooey., It is almost
ineredible, therefore, that a creature
incapable of seelng the futllity of work
carried to an absurd extreme only for

|

Ghoslly Ashes.
They had just moved in the house
and, as Is usually the case, the former
tenants had left much rubbish behind
them,
“Just look.™ complained the little
woman, “here are three bhorrid palls
of ashes In the yard."
“Ah.” laughed the bLig bhusband,
“speak of them with more reverence.”
“Reverence. Why should 17
“Why, they are the ashes of the de
parted.”

scraps of paper and wood In the tool

“100 MOCH LAW-MAKING."

REPRESENTATIVE BOWERSOCK,
OF KANSAS CITY, CRITICISES
DILL MAKERS,

Says Scifishness and Ambition Lead
them through a Wikderness of Folly
gnd Buncomb and Valuable Time
Is Wasted,

“I have long criticised and serlously
objected to the making of so many
lawy, and 1 have long contended that
men are not made good and honest by
statute,” rearked Koprosontntive
Justin D, Doworsock, of Kansas, re-
cently.

“The comparatively Indlseriminate
ennctment of leglslation on all subjocts
—genoral, special and personal—is a
great evil and a greater folly., 1 have
Insisted that selfishness and prejudice
aro at the basis of too many enact-
ments, and that human nature and
the settied prinelples of business and
commerce, honorable compotition, and

YOU SAVE FROM $75 to $200

Whan you buy & Wing Mana, yorul by st whin'se
e, Yiu ouy ihim actual coat of making 1t with
oniy our wholsaale profiy added, When you buy
W plano, &2 many 8 do—al rotall —you pay the
Petall dea'sr'a 2'cie rent and piher sxpansen.
Yiu pay his profit gnd (e comenisaion of saary

of the agenta or pa'ramen ha emplopar—all tioss

on lop of what the dealer hieticell has 1o pay 1o
the manufscturer.  The retall profiy on & poano
ba ficem 370 1o $200.  lan't thia worih saving ?

SENT ON TRIAL ANYWHERE

WE PAY FREICGHT. . «

NO MONLY IN ADVANCE
We wi'l place a Wing Flana In ary home In the
United States on t7ial, without msking 106 any ail-
vance paytnent of depoall, We pay the fieight

{ ard all other charves in mlvanrce, Theis ia
nothing o be pald eiihor belore the jlana 18 pent
orwhen it i received, 1 ihe gluno 1e not satise

the resuits of supply and demand can
hardly be changed by law to any ben-
eficial oxtent.

“Corporate greed, cupldity, and ocor-
ruption can be, ought to be, and will
be modified, curtailed, and brought|
within decent lmita, to say the lout.|
No man desireas this ore oarnestly
than [ do; no man will go further
along any reasonable llnes In any le-|
gitimate and practicable effort to
bring this about, whether it be In con-
nection with rallroad raltes, Standard
Ol rebates, beef trust, unlawful com-
bination, watered stocks, or whatever
or whoever may bwwrden the eonsumer
or producer, unduly or unjustly, for
extortionate galn. .

*"Bqual rights to all, special privil-
epes to none' will not come through
fmpracticable, non<«nforceablo lawl{
drawn on the theory that we have
reached the millennlum,

“The ordinary legislator, and hls|
name 43 legion, has a legnl panacea for
every 111, If ho had as much honesty
as assurance, tho title of his Dbllls)|
would be:

“‘An act to make men do business
on earth as it s done In heaven' a
consummation devoutly to be wished;
but let us not forget the effect of the
Pope's bull sgalnst a comet and the
beating of tom-toms by tne aborigines
on An eclipse.”
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A warehonseman at the Oriental
dock, In Baltimore, had the distine |
tion the other day of killing the larg

| bilis,
est rat ever geen along the local water | Treatmﬂnt‘ rnnt;-'::o that con:
) 1

front. The rodent -reighed nearly
seven pounds, and from the tip of his
nose to the end of his tall he measured
two feet.

It was only after a desperate fight,
lasting twenty minutes, that the Im-
mense rat was killed, For some timi

room of the warchouse Indicated that
a swarm of rodents was at work. Then
one morning the warehouseman en-
countered the blg fellow. With a
broom handle he attempted to put an
end to the rodent's life, but the rat
showed fightt Back and forth be
scampered, and when ecornered be
rushed at his assallant. Once he hid be-
hind a coll of rope overhead, and then
he dashed at the man’s head. The
latter dodged but the rodent's sharp
teeth grazed hls face, At last the rat
was killed and measurements proved
that he was the blggest ever seen In
port.

The anlmal {s supposed to he a ape
cles found In South America and it is
belleved he came here In a ship, all of
which carry many rodents.

‘he profit of human robbers ghould be
able so quickly to draw an Inference
from the failure of winter to appear
when expercted, “Almost” Is not
“quite,” however, and we, too, can be
lieve what we want to belleve. 5o we
will not gquestion the story from Aus
tralia—where evervthing s possible,
arvhow—and we hope that somebody
will take a few of our ants down there
and prove that they, also, are Indus
trious onlv becauss they have to be—
that they are not a bit fonder of Indus:
try than are the butterflies or any of the
aluggards who have always the
gense to gee that between toll to-day
and hunger to-morrow thera is so little
to choose that differences of opinion
on the subject are entlrely permissible.
i
Famous for Artificial Noses.

The city of Indore I8 modern and
ugly and uninteresting. Apart from
being the prosperous capital of a rich
native state, its chief «laim to mnotor-
lety rests upon Ita hospital, which has
won universal fame by the manuflac-
ture of artificial noses. That may
s¢em & very llmited industry on which
to build a name. But in India there
are several ways of promoting this in-
dustry. When a woman comes to the
hospital carryving her nose In a napkin
you may fairly assume that her hus
band suspects a Lreach of the Seventh

had

Fost.
SENATOR LODGE DOES NOT RECOGNIZE HIS AMENDED BILL.

Commandment. When a map appears

Senator Lodge's bill providiog for

<\

the reorganization of the consular ger-
vicea has been ghorn by the Commlitiee
on Forelgn Relations of its most In-
cendlary and detestable fealures—ithe
provision for examining candidates
for appolntment, and thig still more
objectionable eection:

“That whenever a vacancy shall
occur in the office of consul general,
or consul above the sixth ($4,000) class
members of the two classes next below
thut In which the vacancy occurred
ghall be deemed eligible to be selects ]
to 111 sueh vacaney.”

This was a palvable attempt to en-
graft the merit and promotion system
wnan the ennamlar service, and thereby

to deprive national la~makers of thelr
anclent saered right to assist the Pres|
‘ent In selecting consuls general and
hWehealaried conenls. A mafority of
tha committee regard it as the sordid
'niaction of commercialism into a pure

v palition] matter. on the flilmay pre
j tence that the consular servico 18 a

bueiness institution.

l:ut
the engine v

draw woe 'n the same plicht you may set him

Portia to
threw the throt- is the Meoca of these

If the Committea on Forelen Reln.
tiona had pe-mitied tlils pection to
gtand, It would have been an abject cap
ftnietiom to the fores that are snr
rentitiously ro*bing Congress of jm
ptronage povers. The ides that

good re

 Aown as & usurer who has fallen fnto
the hands of his clients, and has had
no plead his cause. Indore

IN IRONICAL VEIN.

prominent citizens recommended by
legislatoras sghould accept paltry places
at the foot of the list was intensely
repugnant to the Henatorinl sense. As
statesmen representing watchful and ex
pectant constituents, many of whom ex
erclse valuable infloence in behalf of
their party, they ecould not consent to
closing the door of hope. Every Con
gressional di~trict has its share of
elderly and highminded students of the
world's affgirs, men who may have been
rudely buffeted by fortuns and who
cherish the hope of dodging further
cruel strokes by landing in & pleasant
consulate. They are men who have
dong veoman service for thelr party.
and often they retaln oconnections that
can not be Ignored. Are these to be
superseded and thrust aside by pop
infays? Are the oxen that tread oul
the corn to be muzzled? Is the accurs
ad thiret for gold to commercialize the
honorable office of consul, so long the
haven of anclent marinea tempest.
tossed on chartless political seas, the
nevlinm of Indigence, the badge of de
caved gentility?

The Senate Committee on Forelan
Relations will not have it so. That
commiites, consulting Its bowela of
vomnassion, {nalsta that Congreas shall
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