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Abbey Urange.

"Wxactly, Mr. Hoimen, exnety. rYou
put the very question which I have
anked myself ngain and agaln, There
oan be no doubt that this fellow muost
have known the hovse and fte habits,
He must have perfectly undersiood
that the servants would all be In bed |
it that comparatively early bour and

t"l(:' e ™ ail,

"n traln

that no one conld possibly hear a bell |

ring Ib the kitchen. Therefore be must
bave been In close league with one of
the servants. BSurely that In evident,
Rut there are eight servanta, and all of
Kool eharacter.”

“Other things being oqual' sald
Holmes, “one would suspect the one
at whoso head the master threw a de
eanter, And yet that would involve
troachery toward the mistress to whoin
this woman seemas devoted, Well, well,
the point s a minor one, and when
vou have Randall yon will probably
find no AdlMeulty In securing v ae.
complice The Indy's story |'0-thl|_\'
peeiin 1o be corrobornted, If It nesdsd
corroboration, by every detall which
we see before un” e wilked to the
French window and threw It open
"“There kre no sigos here, but the
ground s lron bhard, and one wounld
not expect them, 1 see that these can

dies In the mantelplece have heen
Hghted. ™
“Yeu: It wan by thelr Hght and that

of the lady's bedroom candle that the
burginrs saw thelr way about ™

“And what d4d they take?

“Well, they did not take wuch-only
half w dozen articles of plate off the
sideboard,  Lady Brackenstiall thioks
thot they were themuselves so disturbed
by the death of Bir Eustace that they
did not ruusack the house, as they
would otherwise bave done.”

“No doubt that Is true, and yot they
drauk some wine, 1 understand."”

“T'o steady thelr nerves”

“Exactly. These three glasses upon
the wideboard have been untouched, 1
mippose,

“Yes, and the bottle stands as they
left 1"

“Let us look at It
What s this?*

The three glasses were grouped to-
gether, all of them tiuged with wine
and one of them containing some dregs
of beeswing. The bottle stood near
them, two-thirds full, and bealde It lay
a long, deeply stalned cork,
pearance nnd the dust upon the bottie
showed that was wo common vintige
which the wmurderers bnd enjoyel,

A change had come over Holmes'
muanner. e had lost his listloss ex
pression, aud aguin 1 saw np alert
light of Interest fn his keen, deep sot
eyes, He rolsed the cork nnd exam-
Ined It minutely

“How did they draw 117" be asked,

Hopkins pointed to o hall opened
drawer. 1o It lny some table linen and
a lnrge corkscrew

“Dld  Lady Brackenstall
SOPCW Wos s 7

“No: you rewember that she was
senseless at the momwent when the bot
tle wann rlpl'lll‘ll."

"Qulte As o matter of fact, e
KOrew Witk pot usedl.  T'his bottle wos
openesd by a pocket probabily
coninined In n knlfe amd not wore than
an neh nnd o hadf long, If you wil)

Hello, hello!

wny that

L)

ROTEW,

exiamine ol top of the cork, you will
Obweryve thot the serew wis deiven In
thirees e before the crork wns ex
L F] L] It hins pevey heen tennsflxisd
Thls lonug “irew a1l trnbsnx«d
It and deawn It up with o slogle pull
Whean you eateh thia fellow you will
Bnd it e hias one of these moltiplex
{1 i LEEY i

Execllonr!™ sald JTopkins,

“HUL hese glisdes do puzzle e, 1
LAY (R Ly Breackenvip netinily
saw the three wen el i i I
notr

ot T ! wig clenr abiont thot”

“Then there s nn ewd of it Whnt
more §s o e galid?  Aad vl you st
adoiit that the three el @O Yery
rearkabile, o \ { You =i
nethiing r prkin bl Wall, well, It
I Pevhnps whio n 1 i npecin
Kunowledge and speclal po i like my
OWn Bt rether encourages hiim to seek
A domplex explianation wl mpler
one s nt hnnd, OF ecourse 10 mast ba a
mere ohitnes about the glisses Well,
good morning, Hopkins 1 don't see
that T ean be of ooy use to you, and
You pppenr to have your case yery oloar

You will et me know when Randall is
arrested and any further developments
which mnay occur. 1 trust that 1 shall
goon have to congratulate you upon a
successful concluslion, Come, Watson:
1 fancy that we may employ onrselves

more profitably st home”

During our return journey [ conld
00 by Holmes' faco that he was moeh
puzzlsd by something which be had
observed. Every now amd then by o
effort he would throw off the ||..||.|I‘|"~
slon and talk a8 If the moatier were

clear, but then Lls doubits would settle
down upon him ngain, and hls knitied
brows and abstracted eyes woulil show
that his thoughts had gone Luck once
more 1o the great dinlng room of the
Abbey Grange In which this midnlght
tragedy had been enneted, At lust by
n sudden Impulse Just o8 onre tealn was
ernwling out of o suburban statlon he
Aprang oun to the platferm and pulled
me out after him,

“Excuse we, my dear follow,” sald
he ns we watelied the rear enrringes of
our traln disappeariug reund n curve

“1 nm sorry to make you the vietlm of |

what may secm n mere whim; but, on
my life, Watson, I slmply can*t leave

that case in this condition, Every In
stinet that I possess crios out agnlinst
it Ii's wrong-—it's all wrong-=I'l
pwenr that It's wrong Aod yet the
lady's #tory was complele, the mald's
corrobiovation was sulledent, the detall

What bave I to put
Three wineglassoes

was falrly exucet,
up against that?

' glars made a conalderahie haul at By-

| chalr"

Its ap-

pue 101 hnd not taken
things for geanted, If 1 had examined
everything with the eare which I should
have shown had we approached the
cane do novo and had no cut and dried
wtory to warp my mind, should I not
then have found something more defl-
nite to go upon? Of course I should.
Kit down on this bench, Watson, nntjl
for Chiselhiurst arrives, and
nllow me to lay the evidence before
you, imploring you in the first Instance
to dismiss from your mind the idea
thint anything which the mald or her
mistress may have sald must neces-
| sarlly be true. The lady's charming
personality must not ba permitted to
warp our judgment.

“Surely there are detalls In her lto-|
ry which, If we looked at In cold blood,
wonld excite our suspleion. These bur

denham a fortnight ago. Mome account |
of them and of thelr appearance wis
In the papers and would naturally oc-
eur to any one who wished to Invent a
story In which Imaginary robbers
should play n part. As a matter of
fuct, hurglare who have done a good
stroke of business are, as a rule, only
too glnd to enjoy the proceeds In peace
and quiet without embarking on nnoth
er perilous underiaking. Again, It Is
unusanl for burginra to opersie at so
early an hour; it Is unusual for bur
glnrs to strike n lady to prevent hor
sereaming, sinee one would Imagine
that wan the sure way to mmnke her
weream; It tn unosunl for thetmn to ¢om-
mit murder when thelr numbers are
suflicient to overpower one man; it is
unusual for them to be content with a
limited plunder when there was much
more within their reach, and, finally, 1
should say that It was very unusual
for such men to leave a botfle half
empty. How do all these unusuals
strike you, Watson?"

“Thelr cumulative effect in cartainly
conslderable, and “yet each of them s
quite possible in itself. The mest unu-
sunl thing of all, as it seems to me, s
thnt the lady sbould be tied to the

“Well, 1 am not so clear about that,
Watson, for It ls evident that they
must either kill her or else secure her
In such a way that she could not give
immediate notice of thelr escape. But
ot any rate 1 bave shown, have 1 not,
that there Is a certaln element of Im-
probability about the lady’s story ? And
now, on the top of this, comen the Incl-
dent of the wineginsses.™

“What about the wineglassea?"

“(’an you see them In your mind's
eye?™

“1 see thew clearly.”

“We are told that three men drank
from them. Does that strike you as
Hkely T

“Why not?
gliwn ™

“Bxnctly, but there was beeswing
only In one glass, You must have no
tieed that fact. What does that sug-
goest to your mind?

“The last glass filled would be most
likely to contaln beeswing."”

“Not at all. The bottle was full of
i, and It Is Inconcelvable that the fArst
two ginsses were ¢lear and the third
bienvily charged with It. There are two
explanations, and only two.
Cime I8 that after the second glass was
filledd the bottle was violently agltated,

There was wine In each
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und so the third glass recelved the
! wing, That does not appear prob-
No, no, 1 am sure that I am
right." [
“What, then, do you suppose?” [
“That only two glassas were used and |
that the dregs of both were poured Into
o third glnss, so as to glve the false Im

pression that theee pl‘ullll‘ had been |
hae In that way all the beeswing
woullhl be In the last glass, would It
nol? Yes, 1 am couvineed that this s

But If T have bit upon the true ex-
plination of this one small phenom
vuoi then In no lnstant the cnse rises
fronn the comwmotiplace to the exceed-
gly remarkable, for It ean only wmesn
thot Lady Brackenstall and ber mald
hnve dellberately lled to us, that not
ube word of thelr story I8 to be
Hoeved, that they have some very strong
reason for ecovering the resal eriminal
nind that we must construct our case
for ourselves without nuy belp from
them. That s the mission which now
Hes before us, and here, Watson, s the
Sydenham train.'

The houseliold ol the Abbey Grangoe
were much surprised at our return, but
Sherlock Holmes, finding that Stanley !
Hopkins had gone off to report to hend-
nnrters, Tt‘.ubL possession of the dining
room, locked the door upon the Inside
nid devoted himself for two hours to
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s fnally, remarkably qﬂe!

| markable individual.
| bell rope he has given os A clew

i
.

s, Ay ateom, fown,  Gals

¢ Poroida e persat,

i

o licn—wituess the blow that
polort 8k foot three In holght, sctive
s n sqnirrel, dexterous with his fin-

tie

for this whole ingenlous story Is

concoetion. Yes, Watson, we

come upan the handiwaork of &
And yet. In

il

should not inve left us a doubt.™
“Where was the elew 7
“Well, If you were to pull dm
bell rope, Watson, where would
expect it to brenk? Burely at the,
where It Is attached to the wire.
shotuld it break three inches from
top, ns this one bas done?™ =
“Because it Ix frayed there?”
“Kxactly. This end, which we cam
examine, Is frayed. He was cunning

eddil

the other end s not frayed,
pot observe that from here, but If you

, mark of fraying whatever. lov

i»

It consists
It Ues nlong Plet
river for 2 3] miles. &.‘!lﬂﬂl other buliding:

ong of those minute and laborious in- | K}

vestigntions which form the solid basis
which his brilliaot edifices of de-
duetion were reared. Beated In n cor-
ner ke an luterested student who ob-
serves the demonstration of lhis pro-
fessor 1 followed every step of that re-
mirkable researcti, The window, the |
curtalns, the earpet, the chalr, the rope |

ench In turn was minutely examined
and duly pondered. The body of the |
unfortunate baronet had been removed,
and nll else remalned ns we had seen
it in the morning. Finally, to my as-
tonlshment, Holwes cllmbed up on to
the mnassive mantelplece. Iar above
hig head hung the few Inches of rod
cord which were atill attached to the
wire. For a long thine he gazed up-
wiard at it, and then in na attempt to
et nearer to it he restod his knee upon
a wooden bracket on the wall. This |
bronght his hand within o few Inches |
of the broken end of the rope, but it
wis not this so much #3 the bracket
itself which seewmed to engnge his at-
tontion, Fionally be sprang down w lthl
nn ejnculation of satisfaction.

“It's all right, Witson,” said he.
hinve got our case—one of the most re-
murkable In our colleetion,  But, thlt‘
me, how slow witted [ have been and |
liow nearly 1 have gommitted the blon- |
dor of my Ufetlme! Now, 1 think that, |
with a few missing linkn my chaln 1s
nlimost complote."

“You Lave got wosr nus= ™t
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were on the mantelplece you wonkd
| see (hat it is cut clean off without any
can

reconstruct what occurred. The
needed the rope. He wounld pot tear
it down for fear of giving the alarm
What did he de?
He sprang upon the mantelplece, conld
not gulte reach It, put hiz knee on the
| bracket—you will see the impresalon i
the dust—and so got Lls knife to bear
| upon the cord. 1 could not reach the
| place by at least three Inches, from
which I infer that he is at least three
| inchies a blgger man than I am, Look at
| thit wark upon the seat of the oaken
| chair! What Is [t7"
| “Blood.”
| “Undounbtedly It is blood. This alons
puts the lady's story out of court. If

-
i
fyi

that he has done to her,
me of those marks on her arm
saw this morning, but 1
well that they come from
& batpin. The sly devil—God
me that I should speak of him
that he is dead! But a devil
ever one walked the earth.
honey when first we met
eighteen months ago, and we
| as if it were eighteen years.
enly just arrived In London.
| was her first voyage. She had
been from home before. He won
with his ti*le and his money and his

false London ways, [f she made a
mistake she has pald for It If ever a
. woman did. What month did we meet
him? Well, I tell you it was just aft-
er wo arrived. We arrived o June,
and It was July. They were married
In Januoary of last year. Yes, she Is
down o the woruing rovin again, and
I have uo doubt she will see you, but
YOu musi ish oo wuch of ber, for
shie has goae thirough all that fesh and
will stann,”

Lady Brackenstall was reclining on
the sawme couch, but looked bri‘htef
thin The wmald hisl entered
with us and begun once more to foment
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befors

the bruise vpon ber mistress' brow,

“1 hope” sald the lady, *“that. you
have not cone to cross examine me
s

0" Holines answerad In his gen-
test volee; 1 will no cause you any
unuecessary  trouble, Lady Bracken-
stall, and whole desire is to make

cisy for you, for 1 am coonvine-
.‘1 Hr tE you are a much tried woman.

If you will tredt me
rust me yon nuy
tilfy your trusy,*

“What do you want me to do?"

*To tell me the truth,™

“Mr. Holmes!"

“No, ny, Lady Brackenstall; it is po
use, You may have heard of any little
reputation which I possess. I will
stake It all on the fact that your story
Is an absolute fubelention'

Mlstress and mall wore both staring

as a friend and
iy find that I will jus-

at Holwes with pale faces and fright-
enel ey

“You are an lmpudent fellow!” eried
Theresn “INo you wenn tp say that
my milstress has told o He¥™

Holmes rose from Wis ehale,

“Hive you nothing to tell me?*

I have told you everything."

“Tlink once wmore, Lady Bracken-
stull \\'u.l'.-l it not be better to be
IJ 1

an instant there was hesitation
lu her benutitul face, Then some new,
| strong thought eansed It to set llke a
| mnsk,
| *I have told you ull I know.,"
Holwes took his bat and shruguetl
Lis shoulders. "1 nm sorry,” he sald.
| And without another word we left the
room and the house. There wis a
| pond In the park, and to this my friend
| led the way. It was frozen over, but a
single hole was left for the conven-
fence of a solltary swan. Holmoes gnged
at it and then passed on to the lodge
gate. Then he scribbled a short nate

(Contlnued on vext page).
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