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We were residiug at the time in fur-
nished lodgings close to a library where
Isberloek Holmes was pursuing suae
laborio'jj researches In early F.ug'.isii

darters researches whieli led to re-

sults so strikes that they may le the
subject of one of my future narrativ es.
Here it was that one evening we re-

ceived a visit fr.mi an ae.iua'nPinoe,
Mr. Hilton Sonnies, tutor and lecturer
at the College of St. I. tike's. Mr. Sonnies

a tall, spae man. of a nervous and
CScitahle te.nperament. I had always
known hhn to be restless in his man-
ner, but on this particular ho
was in auch a state of t;ne miroihiblo
agitation that it was clear somotaitig
very ununual had occurred.

"I triut, Mr. HiImiN, that you ca-- i

spare ine s few hours of your valuable
time. We have hail a very painful In-

cident at St. Luke's, and pully. but
the happy chance of your being in

town, I should have been at a loss
what to do."

"I aiu very busy just now, and do
Hire no distractions." my friend ant-

s wered. "I should much prefer thai
you called lu the aid of the police."

"No, no, my dear sir; such course
U utterly Impossible. When once the
law Is evoked it cannot be stayed
again, and this is Just one of those
cases where, for credit of the col
lege, it is most essential to avoid scan-
dal. Your discretion is as well known
as your powers, and you are the one

in the world who can help me.
I beg you, Mr. Holmes, to do what you
can."

My friend's temper had not improv-i-- d

since he h'ld been deprived nf the
congenUI surroundings of i'.akor

Without his si rap'.; 1;. bis
chemicals and his homely untidiness
lie was on uncomfortable
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ILLL'ST HA TLD

by r. n. strrLt

the d(Mr whou lie enine out. Tils visit
to my room must have boon within a
very few minutes of my leaving It. His
forget fulness about the key would have
mattered little upon any other occa
siou, but on this ouo day it has pro
ducotl the most deplorable oonse
iueiu es. ,

"The moment I looked at uiy table I

was aware that some one hud rum
(iia ged among my papers. The proof
was In thro" long siips. I had left
Ihe'ii all together. Now I found that

lie el' them was lying on the 11 m . inc
w as in the side table near die w io .o.
.'lid tiie third was where I h i I I I.."

II "iiiics stirred f.ir the tir- -l liuie
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er'y of exaiuining my papers. 1!.. do
liied it. h.ivever, Willi the mill st oar
liesMicss. aij.l 1 am emu iin ed that Io-

wa s speiking the truth. The alterna-
tive was that some one passing ha 1 ob-

served the key In the door, had known
that I was out and had entered to look
nt the papers. A large sum of money
is at stake, for .e scholarship Is a
very valuable one, and an unscrupulous
man might very well run a risk In or-do- r

to gi'n !i!i advantage over his fcl
ots.
'I'.annister was very much unset by

the incident. He had nearly fainted
when we found that the papers had
t'ndnibtedly been tampered with. I

gave him a little brandy and left him
collapsed in a chair, while I made a
most careful examination "f the room.
I soon saw that the Intruder bad left
other traces of his presence besides tin
rumpled papers. (In the table in the
window wore several shreds from a
pencil which had been sharpened. A

broken tip of lea 1 was lyii.g there also.
Kvldently the ras.-- il had copied the
paper In a great hurry, had broken his
pencil and had been compelled to put
a fresh point to it."

"Excellent!" said Holmes, who was
recovering his good humor as his at-

tention became more engrossed by the
case. "Fortune has boon your friend."

"This was not all. I have a new
writing table with a fine surface of
red leather. I am prepared to swear,
and no Is Bannister, that it whs smooth
and unstained. Now I found a clean
cut In it about three inches long-n- ot a

mere scratch, but a positive cut. Not
only this, but on the table I found a
small ball of black dough or clay, with
Hpecks of something which looks like
sawdust in It. I am convinced that
these marks were left by the man who
rifled the papers. There were no foot- -
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marks and no oilier evidence as to his
Identity. I was nt my wits' ends when
buddeiily the happy thought occurred to
ine that you were In the town, and I

came straight round to put the unit lor
Into your hands. lo help ine, Mr.
Holmes. You see my dilemma. Father I

must 11 ml the man or else the examina-
tion liiysit bo postponed rntil fresh pa- -

Hn irr prepared, nfirt sincetnts cntmot
be done without explanation there will
eimiio hideous Mcandiil which will
throw a cloud not only on the college,
but on the university. Above nil things
I desire to settle the matter ipiletlv nud
discreetly."

"I shall te happy to look Into It and
to pive you such advice as I enn," snhl
Holmes, r!sln and putting on Ills over-
coat. "The case Is not entirely devoid
(f interest. Had any one visited you in
your ronin after the papers came to
you-:-

"Yes; young 'Haulal Kas, an Indian
student, who lives on the same stair,
came In to ask me some particulars
about the examination."

"For which lie was entered'"
"Yes."
"And the papers were on vour

"To the best of my belief they wore
rolled up."

'Hut might be rvoognlnod as proofs?"
"FosHlbly."
"No one else In your room?"
"No."
"Hid any one know that those proof

would lie there'"
"No iiie save the printer.",
"id tills mail Bannister know'"
"No; certainly not. No one know."
"Whore is I'.annister now V"

"He was very 111. poor follow-- I

loft him collapsed In the chair. I was
in such a hurry to conic to you."

"You left your door open':"
"I linked up the pipers lirst."
"Then it amounts to this. Mr.

S. Mines, that, iinio-- s the Indian sin
recomiltsl the r .11 as be ng proofs, the
mill vvlm tampered vv.th thcni came
llp.MI lllelll ile lllv Willi. nit jll'.'.v
illg lll.lt tlleV l i e there "

"S i it secies to n.e ."
1 ii s yae an cmgni.itio smile.

"Well." said he. "ict i g i Inillid.
Not one of y nir ca-e- s. Walton men-

tal, not phx ical. Ail r.ghl: come if
you want to. Now, Mr. Soaaies, at
your disposal."

The sitting room of our client opened
by a long, low, latticed window on to
the ancient lichen tinted court of the
old College. A (iolhic arched door led
to a worn st. me staircase (n the
ground Hour was the tutor's room.
Above were three students, one on
each story. It was already twiiight
when we reached the scene of our
problem. 11 limes hailed and looked
earnestly lit the window; then he ap
proiichod
with his

il. mill, standing on tiptoe
l.e. k craned, he looked into

the room.
"lie must have cuicred Ihrnii gli

d or. 'I hero is 111 oj.elol.g except
one pane,'' said our leaned guide.

"Iiear Ine!" sa.d llolli.es, and

he

be
smile. I iii a sing i, ir way a be g.aiic
ed at our companion. "Well, if there
is ii lining lo be le. li ned here we had
best g ."

The lecturer unlocked the outer door
and ushered li-- into hU lo uu. We
Moid iit the entrance while Holmes
made an examination of the carpet.

I am ufruid there are no signs
here," said "One c mid hardly
hope for any upon so dry a day. Your
servant seems to have ipiite recovered
You left him In a chair, you say.
Which chair'"

"J'y the window there."
"I see. Near this little table. You

cau come in now. I have Ilnished
with the carpet. Let us take the lit
tie table tirst. Of course what has
happeued is very clear. The man en-

tered aud took the papers, sheet by
sheet, from the ecutral table, lie car-
ried them over to the window table,
because from there he could see if you
came, acros the courtyard and so
could effect an escape."

"As a matter of fact he could not."
said Soames, 'for I entered by the
side door."

"Ah. that's good! Well, anvhow, Ilia!
vvas in his lillll. I. I.el llie see I he throe
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e I III" next. Ile w.i-- i oi the midst of thai
u hen your return caused him to make
a very hurried retreat- very hurried,
since he had nil lime to replace the
papers which Would tell you that he
hail been there. You were not aware
of any hurrying feel on the stair lis
you entered the tailor door?"

"No. I can't say I was."
"Well, be wrote so furiously that he

broke his pencil, and had, as you ob-

serve, to sharpen It again. This Is of
Interest, Watson. The pencil was not
an ordinary one. Il was above the
usual size, with a soft lead, the
outer color was dark blue, the mal.i r's
name was printed hi silver lei terin-;- . '

and the piece renin in In g Is only about
an Inch and a half long. Look for sin li

a pencil, Mr. Soames, and you h ive gol
your man. When I add I hat he pos-

sesses a large nnd v ry bi'iol knife you
have nil liibl il iolia I ail."

Ml". Soamo-- v. a some", 'i il over
whelmed by Ibis lioo l ol !nf inmit ion.
''I can foV i'v the ntlier t.onls" sm!i:
h", "but, really lo this mailer of the
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IIo!inei held n.l a small chip with
l!ie letters N and a sp ice of clear
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