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THE BEN
WRIGHT RAID
A Tale of the l!lo;d_lhlrlly Deeds

of Indians in Klamath Fifty
Years ago--How Revenged

Ben

TR LR

Wright rald, or Den
was one of the

The
Wright
Lloodiest In the early days of Ore
Indinn  men, women and
chlldren were slunghtersd by HBen
Wrilght hin 22 followers ke
nnlmals, s not ope of the white
Mose Hart,

the sule survivor of the fmmons band

won.,
T
e ever regretsd it

of despernte who now llves

near Westiall, In Malheur County,
has grown to be o very old man, I

nen,

prosperous nnd s regarded ns one
of the best cltizens In the State, still
el of the muskncre  In
which he took part and says he hos
never had cnuse to regret it. They
scalped  the Indians after killing
them Irrespective of age and sex and
left  ther on the plaine,
that the coyotes might devour thelr

bloody

meit tered

ol len,
HMOW INDIGNATION WAR RAIRED,
Yrekn, In Siskiyou County, Cal-
fornle was then the only settlement
Oregon  nnd
It wns more

i note In Southern
Northern Callforndn,

thin 60 years ngo, It was Just after
the gold excltement had broken out
in the great placer districts of the
Giolden State nod many of the miners
hnd become diwgusted even with the
best gold flolds n those days and
wandered about the State hunting
othe™Elderadoes.  Yrekn wassetthed
M. us o rival to the great NSierran
Nevadas and o large number of dar-
ing men congregnted there and min-
il mnd fought and gambled Just as
they did In all prosperous wuminlng
Ben Wright was conslder-
Yrekn, He

wis cool-headed, unnequalnted with

sictions,
il the bLiravest man in

fear and placed no value on his life
or that of others, People from the
Idnho country were trying to make
thelr way Into the Yreka and Roguoe
Hiver but hundreds of
them were canght on the plains by
murderad  and

countries,

the Indinns  and
plundered,

Some more fortunate of the lmmi-
these stories Lo

didly.

grants brought
Yrekn
one of more metmbers from an himal-
Yrekn
Indian

nlmost Oeenslonally
wrant traln would arrive at
and tell of the
massncres and wanton tortues of
the Immigrants by the Indians,
Most of the grievances came from
the Klnmath country and the out-
rages wore charged to the Plute or
sSnake Indinns,
HALD ORGANIZED.

Finnlly an Immigrant arrived at
Yreka on horseback under whip
with the announcement that a
smnll band of Immigrants composed
of moen, women and chlidren were
surrcunded by bhundreds of blood-

most eruel

thirsty warriors on Lost River in
the 1T he
who brought the news stated

nian
thet

Klanmath country.
the whiltes would be able to hold the
chemy at bay for several hours yot,

s they were well armed amd the few

men o the party woere excellent
marksmon, but that the Indians
would eventually overcome the.

Beun Wright ealled the miners to-
gother lmmedintely and ealled for
volunteors, When be called for men
who would go to the rescue of the
Immigrants and foee death If neces-
snry, 22 young men almost asdaring
as himsell stood up In lne, and Mose
Hart was one of this number,

thime was Jlost In arming, equipping
The
best horses 1o the camp were placed l
at the rescuers’ disposnl and mwll‘
cnrrled n Winchester ritle, two ulrﬂ.-:

and mounting the fnmous 29,

Koon revolvers,
nmmunition and two days' provis-

wevernl rounds of
|

lons,
T THE RESCUR, |

The point on River to e
reached was 100 miles away. 'I'Iml
party loft Yrokn at noon and rode
day and night, ouly stopping twice

Lot

to give thelr horses n momest's rest |
anil tor the men to eat a “bhite,"” nx
Mr, Hart put It, They renched the
plivee Just at the m-xt.i

morning and were awarded by see.

snurise on

ing that the Immigrants were still |
holding thelr own, A qulck Investl- ’
gotlon disclosed that the whole face |
of the earth for a complete elreuit |
nbhout the immigrant traln was cov. |
erod with Indinns, The whites had
been attacked while near & small
bridge across the river, and had tm-
medintely corrmled thelr horsea and
Wagoos, and the men behind these
were dolng such deadly shooting |
whenever an apportunity preseated
Iteell that the Indinns thought It
best to rémain at a distance untll re-
Inforeements, whom they had m-nl:
for, nreived,
THE ATTACK,

Ben Wrelght took In the situstion
ata glance, He saw that the In-
dinns had not discoverad the arrival
of him and his mwen, and falling back
behind a hill, ordered his mon to e
move their hats and throw them
awny sod tle thelr big lmmimml
handRerchiels  around thelr necks.
Thix done they each took a revolver |

In elther hand and dashed down
upon the surprised Indians, When |
the Indians drst saw them they mwu-'

a shout of welecome and the hearts

of the Immigrants sank within them |
The bareheaded men |
lght looked |
the Jmm-

more indinns had !
1

for a moment,
mornlng
w hile

In the early
like Tndinns, and
grants thought
arrived to attack them, thelr enemy
thought the miners were the reln-
forcements for whom they hadd sent.
QUICK WONRK. |

But the object of the miners were
soon Known by both surprised par-
right Into the
Iodlnns, they
thelr revolvers,
Com-

tlos, They charged

thickest of the nnd

no thone with !

lowt
und they were all good shots,
pletely  panle stricken, the Indinns
ran ln every direction, some gullu.:l
over the hills and others plunging |
Into the river. The maddened im- |
sigrants from the wagous came out |
and Joloed In the execution, and tlm‘
work was soon over. Mr. Hart re-
ports that there were plenty of “good
Indinns' lying everywhere after the
fight was over, and he said many of
the young men scalped them in reg-
ular Indian style. The women of
the lmmigrant traln prepared a
good meal for thelr rescuers and
they left the sanme day on thelr way
the

to Yreka nnder the escort of
miners,
MINERR NOT BATISFIE D,
Altor the miners escorted the lmml-
they
lmmigrant

grauts out of danger were

overtaken by another
who had Just escaped another at-

tack of the Indlans larther up the
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MRS. FRANCES HODGSON BURNETT.

Having won much )nm as an authoress, Mrs. Frances Hodgson Burnett
has pow appeared as a successful dramatist. Her play for children, *The
Little Princess,” which was recently produced In New York, Is making a big

hit.

occurred and saw the dead Indians (language and

still lying bleaching fi the sun. But

| they hurried on to the scene of the! men,

INnEENC e,
AT BLOGDY POINT.

At a point near the shore of the
Lower Klamath Lake, which has
sinee been “Bloody Polot,"
the miners saw a 4lght that was
slckening at first, but which
madness for re-

called

sSOo0n
uroussd them to
venge, Men, women and children
lny plled up In heaps, thelr scalps
tuken, thelr bodies stripped and

| lncerated In every possible way by |

the knives and tomahawks of the
Many of them had been
and
both men and women had been des-
ecrnted In every way that
brutality could Invent. The Indians
had taken this method of revenge
agnlnst the white race for having
been folled by the mivers the previous
day, It appears that those who
cacape the previous day met thelr
reinforeements coming to join them
and  they soon alterwonrds came
upon the Immigrant train and sur-
prised and kllled all of the Imwml-
grants, except the one who had
given the alarm, after having tor-
tured them in every concelvable
wWay.

Indlans,

disembowelsd the bodles of

BHVaLe

ANOTHER MASSACRE,

The miners started out In search
of the Indians who had fled without
thelr knowledge on thelr approach
and hidden thelr women and child-
ren, who bhad jolned s them, in the
high tules bordering the lake, and
had also taken refuge In this hiding
phlice themselves, They were sdon
discoverod by Wright and his men,
however, but as o marsh lay be-
tween the miners and the Indians it

conxed them out
under the promise of a treaty. The
women and children came
forth under this promise.

As soon as they were well out in
the open, at a signal, Wright and
his men dashed down upon them
und they slayed them like wild an-
imals. They did not stop at men
and women, but they killed the
children, Scarcely one of the whole
band escaped. And then the miners
scalped thelr victims and took their

| departure.

NO COMPUNCTIONS OF CONSCIENCE.,
The winers returned to Yreka sat-
|tsfied with what they had done and
| were the
' mining camp.
not hurt you?" was asked Mr. Hart
|n-n-utl,\- while he was lylog almost
lat death’s door. *No, s&ir," came
the reply promptly. “It never did
and never has since! If you could
have seen that plle of bodies of our
own white women and children,
butchered and desecrated as they
were, you would have been of the
| sawme opilnion as were we miners,
‘that no kind of savage was fit to
live in those days when our people’s
livea were ever In peril; that the
young onea would some day be just
n8 brutal as the old ones—anyway,
we didn't torture them. We killed
them outright!"”—Paul De Laney in
the l‘urr#ﬁd Journal.

heroes of the hour in the

“Did your conscience
|

Possibly an Extra Sesslon.
A grave diserepancy In the tax

| laws of Oregon hag been discovered
|whh.-h in all probability will neces-
| sitate a special session of the legisla-
ture before the close of the present
Without remedial legislation,

year.

villley in the nelghborhood of the | was diffenlt to get to them. 'l.‘lw'nllurnv_\'u doclare that an entire

Lower Klamnath Lake, He stated |
that they were killing, torturing and '
senlplng men, women and children,
The men turned thelr horses’ heads
and dashed bpck over the ground
which they had just poassed. They
crossed the river at the bridge where

previous days' work of the miners
had completely Intimldated the
Iudlans and they showed no inclina-
tion to fight with the daring men.
Wright trled every way possible to
get to them, or to get them out
without avall. Fioally he sent one

No | the fight -of the previous day had'of his wen who could speak their

year's taxes will be lost to the'state
and to every county, city, town and
district In Oregon,

The ditficulty arises from the at-
tempt of the legislature of 1808 to
amend the tax laws 60 as to change
the datf of the annual levy from

January to September,

LOOKS LIKE
A RAILROAD

| Conference With Harriman Ex-
pected to Cause the O.R. & N,
to Build Toward Lake.

A mpecial to the Oregonian from
Ban Fraoelsco under date of Sept.

Oth, snys:
From high official sources it is

{learned that Harrfman has taken
: up the proposition to extend the O,
, R. & N. lis= iato Central Oregon and
{ has Intimates that this will be his
| next lmportant move on the vaclfie
i'(‘uu.nt. The news leaked ont
| through the recent mysteriovs de-
parture of A, L. Mohler, president of

the O. R, & N,
Mohler, it has been ascertalned,

went to meet Harriman, who has
Just returned from Europe, where he
had gone to recuperate after the op-
eration performed on him for appen-

dieitia,
The advantages of t.lm O. R &N.

extension would be to permit the
Harriman lines to lnvade the lember
districts and by a direct eastward
route avoid the present roundabout
way of lmcthﬁ.ullng to northern
points, It is expected that the con-
ference  bLetween Harriman and
Mohler will result in something
definite that will interest the north-
ern railroad.

There are a number of 0. R. & N.
coustruction projects on foot and ic
I8 thought that Harriman at the
present conference will declde what
are fenasible. The construction of
the Columbia Southern has been
pending siaee the magnate retired to
Europe. During his absence a com-
prehensive report on the country
the contemplated extension would
tap has been prepared and the sub-
stance of that report was cabled to
Harriman.

There I8 hardly any doubt, accord-
ing to reports from the ssme source,
but what the Colombia Scuthern
will eventually be built, and the
northerners are m~ovoked at the de-
lay, for they realize that thedevelop,
ment of the country has been retard-
ed and that another season must
(e'apse before active operations can
be commenced,

Those who claim to be on the in-
slde also state that there {8 a prop-
osition on foot to run a line from
Bellingham Bay to Spokane, 1f this
I8 done it will mean a great cut off
as a short route to Puget Sound.
This road, if bullt, would open up
new territory and one that could
ably support the rallway, but the
fact that It would be In more or less
direct competition with the Great
Northern may have a deterring
effect on its belng bullt.

That there are contemplated im-
provements s evidenced by the lact
that over 70 locomotives have been
ordered from the Baltimore Loco-
Works by the Harriman

motive

lines,
A

Forest Reserves Are Bad.

Senator Fulton belleves the pres-
ent gystem lewds to extensive frauds.
Information of proposed withdraw-
wls leaks out from Washington, and
speculators hasten to take advan-
tauge of the llen land system. The
officials in Oregon, Senator Fulton
thinks, have been unjustly saddled
with the blame for these frauds. The
same oplnlon is held by Senator Ful-
ton regarding state lands, and he
polnts tor proof to the extonsive fll-
ings on school lands just prior to
withdrawal. ’
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