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LORD OF THE DESERT

By PAUL de LANEY.

de-
manded n conference with O Fegan
chief the latter mistrusted but ;the Stone House at sunset,
he told the story partly in detall, and to travel |

CHAPTIR XX T

Haomoerzloy was non-plassed

came his turn o explaly,
A man of veracity he did
how to m i A t

hiz gtory In a siraighiforeard man

ner withon! commen 1
ing tt Wl RS b frovm
Desert, ha Irew It fortd i

It to the gonoral

“Poth stories otm (o !
sald 6 ( ol hugt
dark enongh to have Indian
him and this being the case
den of proof Il cast ypon
you may put them both In
ing until! morning and we

' 0 At
1 n ) nr
Descrt” id

1o wodn Ihi '8
ith 1Y -
$ '3 (2
a \ far
pany of eolilines and  ordore
march to begin of davbreak
morning
Shortly after the depar
guard and the prisoners the

“halt!” then n
geveral otherse, vwas |

"“What means th'=7" aske
eral of a stafl oflicer as hi
the door

In & few minutes a stromng

appearcd with
wart =o!
Canadian g
“What does this mean
General Crook
“Just

!

wenre

hav~ made
}

“Search him to i i

in trons apd relen

oner'"” promptlv ariderad the
i e - s oy ahe e iWhai
I might have 0w 1
dian was a Har!™ eald the

GO0 therein

“Well, If this don't boat me!™
the oid veteran. “An Indian is the
ihle being

most Incompreh
earth.

Y :
dreny

\l_
eral Cr

i '. . 1 f
nlfedd
wnd i i3}

Ho 1 hoy ]
= of F it

Hamin
lett—t

“Ouard r Te nd s¢e that he
kept bere untll my return.” command-
ad the general. az he
Presen i e
in the lron deposiiory of the com
mand

Long hefare the dawn of
nulitils Yir Butle Fvarvthi i
work and huostle aliout the fort, In
preparation for the march
of AL tlme the march

t. for Gereral Crook was

of the old schoo! and his
waonld ot LTS ¥ joe) to
hreadth In any detall

At dawn of day the comnany
out with Geveral Crook and
In the len and Hommersloy
guide and geout It wus the
to murel by day for twn
then to ochange march
time, g0 4% not to be detects
Indians In the vicip ity of Lhe
Houss

It was nlso plenned to reach
polnt between  midnlght

and stiack the Intans at
After the deparinre of

the place looked desopisl
had been only recenutly

and most of the men were kopt sy
congtructing the buildings about

hment, fonnd the

| his er

ol

nLe
pany from & smnll earileor

mountaing throughout the day secur | proof
ing timbers for the bulldings, while
the hammers abont the fort reminded

one of gie bhullding of a new town

Even the guardhouse was a crude
dr. bhurriedly thrown together o

-

imprison refractory soldlers

Fallett bagan planning early to
ap He s=aw that if once freod
from the Irons on his legs, that he

could break his way through the roof

at nlght and get away unobserved

When the last meal was brought
t he implored the soldier to

ifm In removing the {rons

bt the soldier had no gympathy for
him Aithough the wounded gunrd

wis only slightly Injured, there was
Her in the fort that was
iced against the man who

made the knife thrust

But there was a certain pluck that
seems always to attend the wicked
and the daring for a certaln length
( i Loophole after loophnle fs

| m for éscape, and opportu
after opportunity for reform
rase of Dan Follett was npo ex

U'pon testing the locks of the [rons
which bound his ankles he discovered
that one had failed to lock. and it
Was eiasy to draw forth the bolt and
age one limb, With one
tied the loose end of

thewise rele

Hmb free by
(e to the Dbelt at his waist.

the shad

Ll "

and when all was quiet in the fort

b gllently removed the slabs at the
rner of the roof and climbed out
1 1

and stole awav like a ext
Unce among the rocks of the des
ded the remaining lock
‘e ard was soon walkine as
frée as before he fell into the hands

e soldlers

still favored him farther

kis stalen Tndlan ponv stl
n the gulch. where he had

t t? night of his capture, and
mounting the animal. he le awny
he villain on the stage., he oy

- |

Now for a ride night and day’
I will beat General Crook and his men
ise and warn Egan of
we will away to the
from that i

e . 1 of
Tant
Fié | r r t
nay vet fall into the ¢
11f-breed !
CHAPTER XX
Cruel Revenge
Th is nearing a corisis at the
I t a week has
) n ival of Exan aml
i
| tlmost ¥, unti

with .‘iﬂ\f\u;'.‘i
ments arrived at nighifall, and the

morning is set apart to determine the [scouting party remained behind.
cowboys stood

he get this|  The Lord of the Desert has truls|and the Lord of the Desoert kept watch
risen to the de

long-drawn-out strugsle,

snerate man that he
g Withont sleep night or Jdav he

has k iz enemy at bay. His best

been kept at the loop- |

s byt B as 1-“_‘-,,‘

for

} e ] all 0

} hafts of
Funneling hesn  attempted
it the » numerons g few feot
eneath the soll, made this Imppssi-

The Impatience
esvond control.

i called a coun-
Hir determined
Tomorrow.,” he
star bheginsg
1 1 ad men over the
tone wall! We will capture the
White Grizzly” and higs eubs, and

|my men may put them to torture!

We will divide his guns and powder
and shat ame the bravest warriors,
and hls wealth shall go to the chiefs
wha are the first to cross the wall,

Theén we will drive away his cattle!

1 his hor=es to our villages., and

the hnrgry  squaws and children
1ll feast!™
In the quiet preparation for the

Ing attark an unusual gllence

vaded the place. The Lord of the
rt was the more watchful. He
lang been taught that Indlan sl
lence vas not a sign of inactivity. He

cast many glances In the direction

f the fort, as he had done for the
past auy ana night It was high
time that assistance should arrive.
He somelimes doubted, Was the
trapper abzent from home? Could it
he poasible that he had refused to go

per could be depended upon In all
ases of humanity, but his gullty

conscience told him that he did ,;r;!l

merit ald from any human hand
What had hecome of Dan  Follelt?
Oh, he was merely sulking In some
eafe retreat—operhaps dolng him a
geervice In some way! "Dan  will
show up, he'l show up! T can al

ways count on Dan ghowing up!” ox-|
clalmed the Lord of the Degert, half General Crook

rudibly,

The Lord of the Desert had not|gide the stone wall surrounding the
thought of looking after the safery|Stone
treasure for all these days, or prepare their breakfast and to take
a few hours'
In the meantime, the general held

interview with the Lord
preparations

of his
perheps he would pot have thought

KO f:’i-\'-rl'rl]ﬂy of Dan, and confided so

eamnestly In his “showing up.”
Put Dean Follett “ehowed up.” Not

as the friend of the hesleged of the
Stone House, but to warn Egan and  hie
| were sent out upon their trall, under

It was nearly mldnight when he|the leadership of the never-sleeping
arrived, for he had been "‘”lﬁli"”"*!lhut ever-fresh Hammersley, and they
to travel a long distance sipee night.
fall to arrlve nhead of General Cronk
and his command. He had pasgsed
them during the day, by shadowing
them from behind the rimrocks, bhut
after the plain was reached betweon
the rimrocks and the Stone House
he was compelled to gecrste hinselfl
untll night to prevent them from

hig followers of their deager,

{the Indlan was finally convinced. Tut

ot hurriedy,
ber soon returned bringing the nows | troublesoms and bloodthirsty at that
that men numerous as the stars wore | time ronmir g the American plalns
long guns with
long knives on the ends of the bar-

coming. armed

0ld Egan took In the situation at »

and beckoned

We have but lHttie time for
Is Important
Trapper has done me great

White Grizzly's’

. conversation :
told him the facts of her eseape, and |® beautiful natural meadow In

the scalp he .
him, at the same time repeating 1}\-\r|r"""'l"‘! on three sldes by towering

things entero
possession, he

Hammersley,

He could make terms wi
Genera! Crook. he could possibly

came on =0 thick and fast that
sion of Bertha Lyle as a prisor

Indinn village.

brave for Egan's band
The trapper atill

sald Follett,

lava e

U4 Lthey can
!

a8 bad enemy.”™

heen reenforced Egan and a majority of the chiefs
| the piain swarms|and warriors had quitted the viclnity
His last reenforce- | 0f the Stone House as silently as the

tralned general
morning would

reward of 3:--Iﬁ".f-'

develapments

Hammersloy,

he polnted tn

are evidently expecting

a mouse' and left darlng
communicats

age to communicate with

anid he started in a stoaping
himself well hidden

the Desert | wish to speak with him."

momenta this
was at the loophole and Hammersley
being well
shielded from the main points of the

and? He knew that the trap-|

Indlang had
certain that some of the Indians had

morning As
the place just before

roconnoltre was made and
Informed of

trall and sent
back to the Btone House accordingly.

goon struck

Murtin Lyle of the episode with Dan

treasury and found & large

{but Gemeral Crook Informed him before the
Theso men had Ared the fatal | nel of the stream and  bhugged (he

He knew that Crook's men would that they had “whole” breeds to deal Houwe,
arrive at the Stone House between with Just now, and that
not take up Follett's case Inter
rode! Hammorsley, at the head of the
who Im- band of cowboys, had followed the feet, and tying them to short stskos
Itrnll of the Indlans all day and kept dvivgn deeply Into the ground, thel

prostrated vodles wore made the sub
overy I’l'lli"l}

Genernl Omook  posted The Iatter
bandit moved out with bl eommand from!Jject of every Indignity
Intending and every torture that the depraved
' night 8o as 1o keep the | Plutes and thelr allies conld invent
Indinne off thelr guard He started It was well even for the lron nervoes
fort Many of them were In  the [it was not long until he had positive out on one of his determined chasen, 'O the Intrepld genernl and the desert

he would shots In many Instances,
[the Indiana
Hindins the prisoners, hands

never Intending to return untll ke trapper that

had punished these bandlts, the most | partially obscured them
they could not

CHAPTER XXIIL
4 Hell's Trap

and that
was done
The torture was kept up almost un
sinuet,
enmbed, and
deseernting
Hammersley had located the [In bodier when Interrupted by n chorus
dians at “Hell's Trap” Upon bolng [of yells from the center of the bond

notified of thivy Genera!l Crook had [ in the Plver

lrome in advance of his command,
|\\hh-h was to march by nlght, to

view the situation

| It was about 4 o'clock In the after
at (Mool when  he and  the trapper
[stealthily climbed to the top of the
You | fimrocks (verlooking thig remarkable
nloco: [:»lmu and Iving flat on the capstone

[0f the rimrocks, they looked Into the
Follett rose to his feet fn sur | Indlan camp
Hut the chief remained caln [ing about the place to ‘ndicate a trap
or place for a harsh name, It was
the

below There was noth

bend of & mountaln  stream.  sup

rimrocks, the river forming a dis

rllnrt peninsula, almost creating  an
island, g0 close dld  the ontrance
point of the stream come o the polnt
hig [OF exit after making the cireult of

the little valley
Through this earrow neck the In

dians had entered, and while thelr
animals grazed on the luxnrant Frass

they had pltehed thelr tents Among
the willows bordering the stroam and
prepered for a fow days' ret after
thelt long slege at the Stone Honse
Here gnme and fish evere nlentiful

and the haunches of deer and ante

lope, and Ash frys alternating the

feasts on the Lord of the Desert's
fatted bullocks, made a garden  of

Eden for the braves, Instead of o

“Hell's: Trap*

Here they felt safe In this am
phithenter they weore Isolated from

the world, acd there were numerons

mitlets through the rimrocks where

they could make thelr escape If  at
tacked, and they had as prisoners
four cowboys, the only persong  they
had dizcovered on thelr teall from the
Stone House, and they now felt as

safe In thds retreat If among the
% of the Klamath country

They regarded a easual lookont ng
wing =ufficient for thelr safety from

surprise, In view of the fact that
hunting parties were continually cov

ering the territory in the lmmedinte

vicinity of the camp

It was a continuous feast and hol
lay for the hunted band!ts

“I eannot understand why they eall

this Heli's Trap,” sald General Crook

18 he looked down upon the placid
|Cone

“There

ls no reason for It now, |t
replied the trapper. “hut 1
it when the name of Hell's

Trap was not too harsh for It The

river., now fordahble at most any point,

rises from the snowheds of the great
mountains yonder. The warm wsouth
winds at times start the spow to melt
Ing, and the water comes dashing
lown from every point, filllng the ™
vines and gulches, and these flow Into
the river. making it a rolling sea of
water as suddenly as n clondburat. It

¢« on these occasions that the plaet
“oears the appearance of n ‘hell's
trap.'

It has alwave beon a great grazing
ace for wild animaleg of all kinds

tnid the rise often comen down npor
them suddenly and fills the banks

Wl around them sand breaks nseross
he narrow neck yonder, lmprisoning
hem completely bafors they have
I

me tn escape N0 lving thing can

ford the river during the rlses

“The Indians make It & polnt to

take advaniage of these rlses. They

tand guard outslde, and as soon As

{the water Is at its highest they rush

hrough the correnot overflowing  the

neck and slaughter the animals by

I..r-.:["" wholesale In this manner they

long apgo secured thelr winter meat

foond, This has glven It the name of
1

Hell's Trap
After a few minutes In sllence Gen

cral Crook  remarked that there
eem o to be four canyons, or out

ety from the place, through the walls

of the rimrocks, besldes the maln
entrance throngh the “strait,” or
neek But the trapper showed him
the fifth.

"

“To make a wholesale eaptare,” re
marked the general, 1 will have to
statlon me nat all of those polnta and

charge in over the ‘neck. My men

will arrive about midnight, and 1
will then require your asslstance !n
stationlng the men for an early morn
ing attack,” he continued

Before the trapper had time to re
spond, if he had Intended to reply, o
gight raught the eves of bhoth men

that riveted their attention in  the

same direction,

They placed thelr ficld glasses to
thelr ayes and a groan escaped simul

tancously from each, The sight that

greete ]l them, has often heen seen on
the Amerlean border, Houman belngs
put to torture by savages, In  full
view of friends who were unahble to

render them ald!

The savages marched forth Into an
opening four white men In single fila
thelr arms bound to thelr sldes, and
eich belng led by & palnted war

rlor,

The general and the trapper Imme-
dintely recognlzed the men as four of
the cowhboys who had been went out
on the trall of the Indians from the
Stone House. This is the first that
either had known of their fate. Gen-
eral Crook, as well as the trapper,
had supposed that all of the men were
safe.  The latter had not seen these
men since two days before, but he
suppased that they had clther Jost
the trall or were loitering somewhere
cloge at hand among the rimrocks.
But they had acted [odiscreetly and
had been entrapped by the Indlans,
and were now about to pay thelr last

carthly penalty,

The mode of the American savage's
torture of hig prisoners s well known.
It has been deseribed often enough,
with Its harrowing variatiops, The
Snake Indian was the most cruel, and

In this case hin Incentive was preat

Many of his companions had fallen

now

will
problems Iater

“We
new
gRreetodd
a

ahead of us
Fgan
fellowship o
Hetlve giance at his fale eaplive
WK HOOT
Metzker, the cowhoy
and hound
fricnds

the

Agu
for It would hazard
and

Genernd ™
“It’s a tleklish job, young man, bt
succesd, my men will

Ereat
nook among

vor thelr
icitement of the

Turning thelr glansses In this dlree
the twao
thant
mounted
af opening In
and was ‘ording the stream and hend
ing toward the Indian eamp,
front
came a white man
then came a white woman
feet bound by # rope which enclreled
|the horse upop which she rode

twao

jone animal, and bringlng up the rear
Iwas Dan

‘Bertha
gasped the trapper

Fallett!
l.yie

that

the

trapper had
Goenern] Croak
an he
n losa o

hal sscaped and how he had suceeed
enticing
from

the trapper’s home

solve

complicates
Crook
campalen
leaying
tale
of thoae

bt

rescues
mnld

Night was now coming on, and they
returned to the temporary quarters of
Indian fAghter
the
FERCTE
the early morning attack.

(Copyright
CHAPTER
“Pundaer
WK
troops arrived
the

alter

The

the

captives
KOV Ees
former acts of bravery, and Jdoesds of
weoere tald beneath the
Lepres

Hiummersley had declded
Mmission

of
firal to
point ot

could podsibly escape and then for the

1o

Follett rushiod to the tepes of his fair

Should he fall or fall In the attempt
It wag the purpose to force tho best

possible
should
the determination to wresk that mer
clless revenge upon the Indians that
the oceaslon seemed to Justify,

The men had all beon Informed of
the torture
white men and of the arrival of the
two new captives, and this stirred the
soldlers to a revengeful spirit
cauged them to forget thelr tired and
hungry condition and
They now felt that they had at lnst
encompnssad
were enger Lo strike the blow,

Ten well armed and equipped sol
ncoom panled
were placod in each gap In the rlm:
rocks and
nnd

It was half way hotweon midnight
and dawn wheon the trapper sturtod on
hia perilous mission,

loopholes at Btone

when
Lhe savages waere oven

miartled them

roule
bound to his

half-breed!™
General Crook
trapper started
roesene
headed genernl rostralned him
Cool'™
work requives careful actlon

that have a lot of both

Oof the entire situation

a n

b

for the occnslon he entored the chan-

bankta with the sllence of & beaver,
nlwnyn kooplng In the shadows of the
willows and never elaking his waolght
upon hiw feot untll be know they
were irmly placed

While his thsk a1 not prove g Ar
flewlt one. I wan o tedions one, Hiw
boarings had beon so woll takoen 1hat
he recognitel the very cliomp  of
bushen In which NMoriha's oo wan

ptched  without  teanhle Fnrthon
nwny from the wirenm he o iw the s
mal thichet to which Onens Motzgor,

the other captive. bl boon taken, and
from which the four oow bays oo i
Previous ovening hisd beon takon for
thedr lnnt wall

Idko a snnke he ernwlod up the
cmbankment througl the denne wn-
lergrowth, moving ineh by Inch, un
tl ho ronched the rene of Horthn's
topee, and  while the sunrda ozed
war thet front he ripped n hole In the
onr wull of the tent Nyl ro0n gave
Hortha an sewaring  touch that told
her & felend won with Ler
In 0 fow moements Hineo they hnd
retraced the tiapper's mit e 1o the
bed of the stream. in the fatne mnan
ner as he hod approsched, and Beor
tha hiding In a dag K nook under the
willows wIfielh hinge  ove r the om
lankment Hummersloy went o nat
fempt the  pelonss af the  other
prisoneyr
Ho fonnd Metzger sao peclirely tlod
Ihat evan ‘hae Tuidlnne did not fonr his
cacnpe. Hound hang nng foun anil
wtrotvhed Mall 1o B'h  Between twi
Bipplinge, hin Lody haiely touching
the ground, he was chduring a tor
ture that would have killed an ordl
HRry man.  Hut his was one of thone
Iron cons lutione of the nopt

The trupper Wik n we lewoane vinttor
nd hin Lnife farnishiod fmn edlate re
et When releaned from: hi el

hosition the cowhoy wlowsd  ppeig nnd
exorcliaing his lmbay  nolsclessly  for
' moment he indlcated thut he wam
remdy to o, The trmpper handed him
valver snd n knife sod ihe two
walked lently nwany rondy to detenil
vmuclvos, even unto ds nth

When they venechod the place whore

given
TE w
hraves

aflter witnosalng
that ecannole M |

Hie It will never do o]y eht of

into the place while she in |||l_..,‘,...q_.l||, 1o thols

Indians L

cuplivye

and

loas of sleep,

100 men,
soldlers
Crook, guarded the neck of the pen

Armed sultably

Neethn wan concenlod 1) trnnr wan
truck withh awe I W oiwlp of
willows and t of wage hrash and
hunks of w Wl flonting dowis t i
tromm T he wy Wrenainege ot ¢ Iy
e ent 8 ne the womnan he drew
her ufter hin i Mot ' firlloywandd
| B | ropiel Dind s
It was two hundridd vas torn nhal
ow placy 1ot | ¥} " fiil Wl 1hi
] 1 ] B | Vi W ¥ T ]
it i | 1 I b A juguany
il | fthr | I i f i
Wy 1o f P ol
) f f 1 by 1R
owhiy Aral L' Mirny cnrrent
} N ] A t [ feel from
indor t) } I Lt ' t! farthn
3 V AT 1led the bank
hie 1 I LS }
{; i A ol ] Minny
b ' | ! mp ' ruan
Rt 6O the apen mondlow fer the near
BICUS | vmt oponlar (a0 the rimeo The
eRRInE mern e them
f nda on gunrd
tr the rimrocks whio bl wenresly
risdternin npploune Bt thee et isie of
n owoldbers life  preovented  thls out
hreak,
The witer came with g rush down
the mountsl® strean Thr  wound
changed from a murmur over the peh.

hlew to n ripple over tha rocke: and
then to A ronr

r the boulders and

mEninst e r bhiankns Sa lowd
finl oy d 1the growing ronr that thi
RAVAEER Wirs vk onind Dian Fullott
iwhid o Fhoee L4 v oaf ) fi '
tive nnd Anding that she wi = hi
ked the drowsy punrits In thelr
i 1 o thi ilnre
The wi [ mp w AniAr Inntant]ly
1§IETNIL riy the Noiine fuen ‘ |
ettt plungisd into the tresam. follow
o Dy ome of the moat diarine war
riors, and  pive puaranit ut whon
within 50 ¥arde of the apening In the
rimroci whorp the fpitivisn HETL

rarne] unfely throveh n o lond of
smoke rode, o roport of o doren rlfles

KR upon the morninge ir and n
half dozon Indinta mk down In the
tnenilow Anather viillley nnd  the
ranks were thinned o n remoant
Fuollette romnlione I untanched H
turned and teded o rally (e men who
hivd. been followipe in the rear  and
Webn now  panteastricken AL Teaunt
BIITES | th of the entlre war paety lind
rusliod porn the wirenm un-armed In
pursult of the Mgltdves Whin they

returned  they  found  the river In

these fow minutes a socthing foam

miade biack by the earth guthercd by
the flood ns It came, To cross the
itronm wnu 0 task no warrlor would
nttempt, They tnrmed for other apen
Ings In the rimrocks, But hore thoy
mot with «Heappointment When ap
proawching these poluts, and  eafely
pecmed Junt In glght, they wore mel
with vollevs from the we o' riles
that mow bthem down ke prass LT
fore o seythae Another opening and
gtother was tried with lke resnies,
until terrorstvicken thoy ran  alout
the meadow, hiding here and there In
the tall grnss soon to be spled out by
the revengeful soldiors and shot ke
Bage hens

But the darlng Follet woulid not
elve up,  He saw old Bgan organizlng
the men on the other slie of the river,
rnd plungad Into the mad stream to
win him, and made the other shore.
Mounting thely horses. the ehief and
half-hireod led the mien to the “nock"
whore the woter was rapldly risine
to the danger point But hore Lhe,
teal almughter bogan.

General Crook Jd hlg men in P
Bon, aml when the savages were In
ensy rango he gave the commeand to
fire, It wag n dewdly Are, Every shot
found s muark The savagey fell
from thelr horses Hke hail, S8ome of
them tried to doash through the lnes
while others turped back toward the
raging torrent,

“"Charge,"” came the commwand from
Crook It was notl technienlly o hu
mane warfare, though It wnd con-
dueted aceording to human  theties,
Every shot that was fAred wis fired
by n man mad for revenge. They
tharged upon the savages, sparing
none und taklng no prigoners. for
they refusod to surrender and did not
nak for merey, To the hrink of the
strenm they van, many fallng pleroad
with lend befare they rvenchod this
polnt.  Some plunged Into the flood
never to rige agndn; othors made It
aeross Lo full hefore the rifles In the
hands of the guards st the openings
In the rimirocks

But the story s better told In  the

——

o




