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When flammersicy  entored  his
home he found three of the cowboys
who had started In pursuit of Egan
and hisn band of warrlory to recnp
ture Hertha Lyle. They had followed
the Indiang to a pueint oppowite the
trapper's nbode and had come Lo his
piace the night before o aecare his
advice and aasigtanee. One  whone
hiahbit It was to stroll about camp in
thoe early mornlngs had taken  his
wirall this morning with the fatal re
sult nlready known to the reader

Hammeraley concluded that It was
proper to Inform these brave men of
the wsituation. He told  them that
Perthn Lyle wag safe and  adviaed
them to bury thelr dead comrnds
while he returned to encort her into
chmp,

On the previous night when
trapper had left Bertha concenled !n
the opening in the rimrocks two of
the Indian searching party had come

vo clone that she became alarmed for |

her safoty and stole away as quietly
aa a ghadow, Bhe veon found hernolf
wife, howover, aa the footsteps and
low guttern)- ke murmurs of the Ind.
tuna Indlested that! they had passed
an 1o the nerth Put she had some
diMealty In Andng hor way hack and
phe had not felt sure of findng the
Lenpper ngaln, who wis now digent
Iy searching for hee, until she ran
j'most Into his armn

The trapper had proceeded with her
pe near hin home 33 hoe thought was
gnfe and had left Ler wocreted with
the admonition tao leave under
uny clreammstances antil his  retirn
pnd  procesded cantlously  on foul
While npproaching » LECETS
thut led 1o hiw wyern In the early
marning henrd, *he rifle shots and
fmmedintely nscond 4 to the summit

nm

necret

lie

of the rimrocks to reconnoltre,  When
he dincovered what had taken place
hee suppoded that a band of cowboys

hund taken lodging In hin guarters, a8
wis thelr custaom and that the  Ind
Inns having attncked the place the
white men weors dofending it to the
best of thelr ability

Having a greater in wlew
than the ordincry  warfare with
Indinns, he slienalsd both dldes to de
it and while the white men dld so
ot of respect fop the trapnor's fud e
ment the Indiana dd so becanse it
was the bost thine for them to do

It was lite in the forenoon when
the tenpper rotyrnsd with the young
woman The men dad burfed their
dend comrade In the ernde manner of
tha burial of the desert They 7anad
wrapped his body In his blankets and
placod It deep In the sands and piled
the lava rocks upon the grave to pro-
vent the prowling coyotes from dis.
intering It. They were sore at heart
over the loss of one of thelr  best
companions, but the thought of the
wnfety of the nieen of the Lord of
The Dencrt and the honor af escort
ineg her Into his presence, somoewhat
mitlgated the terror of the bhlow

Hammoernley had n great task be
fore him. To acquaint Lyle, the In-
valld father, of his daughter's pres
eneo and to bring the dpuehier to the
Mdefigured father whom she helleved
woun dend was a trying ordeal  for
wuch n tender hearted man, Then hno
felt It Incumbent on himself to  ae
auaint the eowhove of the tranth of
the whole moattor—aof thelr employsr'a
i, of the prosence of the long loct
L.vle and of the plans on foot to right
the mimerons wrongs which had hann
perpetrated.  He had only entered the
apartments of the invalld that morn.
Ineg hurriedly to orplain the chuse
of the rifle shots from the front of
the envern, and to let him know of
his veturn and to ascertain his im-
medinto wants

While James Lvle was maimed and
Msfherured In body he still possessed
a ¢olear braln. And the braln of the
confined Invalld, when clear, seems
tn ba brighter than the ordinary
Whether the vigor Intended for the
wonk points go to the braln or the
prosteated Invalld  concentrates all
force upon this organ, or whatever
may be the caume, this often proves
true Hammersloy  needed  counsel
nnd, while the daughter wna bright
and poraessed extraordinary  intelll
potiea for one 8o young, he declded
firet to consult the experienced father,

Maving provided temporary quar-
tera for the voung woman and re-
ouested the cowboys to remain  un-
ti1 he could consult with them on
matteras of importance the traopnor
quietly stole away to the Invalid's
room. The consulistion Insted sev-
ornl houras but when he returned It
1 not take long to begin the plans
formaed. Mo went stralght to Bertha
and aequainted her with the fact that
Yer father still Hved and then con-
dueted hor to  nlg  presence.  The
weonn that followed s doubtless fa-
miliny to the reader's Imagination
“The teapper loft them alone together
snd retnrning  enlled the men  to-
gether und made  them  acquainted
with the entire sttonation,

When theae hardy men of the des.
ort heard the story of the trappaer
1o, #aY thot they were indignant woul:d
e putting 't mildly, They hud never
guspected trenchery in the myster
Tona deappenranes of James Lyle and
now that the wicked Lord of The
Deaert had been praven gullty  and
lnd also conspired to have the chlld
murdered by 0Ol Bgan, they were
ready  ta  attempt  anything, The
furthed fact of thelr long chase and
the loss of thelp comrade In the cause
dld not soften thelr tempers,  Thay
wonld have gone stealght to  the
wlone honse and dellberately  killed
Mortin Lyle and his collengue, Fol-
lott. PBut  Hammersley  lmpressed
them thnt there wan other work more
imnortant just at this timoe

The cowboy of the Operon desert
of thosa davs, Hke the cowhoy of that
aection today, wirs a man of Intelll
gonce, Bome of ihem may have been
gullty of gome hasty commitied of
fenge In the east which was the real
cause of thelr presence In this eoun-

tihiect

the |

try, hut as a rule they were men
||-m|mm~, honor and Intelligence,
The story of Jamer Lyle had opened
|r\ wiy not only to punsh Martin Lyle
and Follett but alwo to right  the
wrongs done other persons It wan
doclded to make the work
and the cowhoys and the teapper
then and there entered Into a solemn
compact to glve ‘he matter thelr un
divided attentlon untll the wrongs
warn righted

For many years the trapper had
heen wavinog his earmings to make 2
trip to New York and attempt to
carry out the plansg of James [Lyle
He had no other motive than forret
Ing out n grent wrong and punishing
i great erlme, and o)l of thia was In
aplred In him through sympiathy for

Al Beach

the Invalld under big roof. It was hia
Intention when his earnlngs wore sl
filclent to take soine one into his con-
fidtence whom He could leave In
charge of hin Invalld friend while he
wns nway, an It wonld require  con:
wlderable thme to Lok after the de
tills of the matter, oven should e
be snccessful in getting o starting
point

Hut now thint e had three colleagues
in the persons of ‘he three cow
baye, the salling appeared more easy.
One of them, Al, Pegeh, wns especial
Iy whirewd and ha® bad experience *n
business In the East, and It was thers
fore ngreed that be should make the
trip while one of “he other men, Osear
Metzger, should cetarn to the Broas
House, report that all were killed ex
copt himualf, and st the same time do
n little detective work by “pumping”
Lionldas Liggett, the cook at the Stone
Housge, whom Bt was thought knew
more than he had  ever divalged
The third, Jullan Byrd, was to  re
mailn about the place for an emerg
ency, while Hanmmersley should pur-
nue his voeatlon of trapping us if
nothing out of the ordinary had
transplred,

The following morning every per

#on wet wbout to perform  hls  re

wpoctive portlon of the compact,
CHAPTER XIIL

| Jim Lyle's Story.

| The cripple had *old Hammersiey

[long before, and had repeated to hio
duughter, the plot ‘nto which he and
Mg brother bhad entered to defraud
the elder brother of hls Inheritince
and of the Lord of The Desert's sub-
gequent attempt to pat him out of the
WYy They had seen an  advertise
ment In o New Yoark paper etating
that Willlam Lyle bhad Inherited
fortune and the leegacy, whicrh con
¢lsted wholly in ensh, wasg rendy for
delivery upon prool of the ldentity
of the person nam«d. They went to
New York and Martin, who somewhat
resembled the legal pelr, swore to the
rights of Willlam Lyle and James
swore to his (dentity, the agreement
belng that they should share the 1)
gotten guing equally, They remained
In New York until communication
could be hand with the courts ol
Scotland. The evidence sent was 850
accurate nd to detalls that the monoy
wad gent without hesltation,

During thelr stay In New York
they busied themselves looking up
the whereabouts of the defrauded
Lrother, who was a dissolute fellow
and who had become a physicul
wroek st Iast accounts, He had mar
riedd In New York and had one child

n boy, and Iater had drifteq 1o
Chicago and then no trace had been
heard of him., DPut they learned that
there wia i #nllor who was intimately
pcguainted with the clreumastances,
but who nt the tme had gone on u
long voyage to sea, They had takeu
the precaution to find the salor's ad-
dresg and the crvipple had romembeared
{t. It was the purpose in sending Al
Beach to Now York to find this sallor
if possible and then trace down the
rightful helrg to the property, hoping
by this means to bring the Lord ol
The Desert face to face with the law
pnd mete out punishment to him.
This had heen the sole desire of the
eripple and trapper for muany Years,
and they had been working together
to carry out the plan prompted by the
gole deslre that justice be done,

The cripple had long since pald
the penalty of hig erlme and while ho
relnted the elrenmsatances with someé
embarrasament his consclence wns
now nt ense for the part he had taken
I, the swindle, except that he desired
to aoe the real helrs in possession of
thelr Inheritance,

Hut the part of the story that made
tears come to the eyes of Bertha fol-
lowed this. On the return of Jim and

The Lord of The Desert to their
ranch where now stands the great
Stone  House the Dbrothers grew
more digtant  from each other,

HBearcely w clvil word ever passed be-
tween them and Martin was continual-
Iy plotting with Dan Fallett.

One cold winter day while James
and Follett were riding the range
they tonk eshelter from A snow storm
in a cavern in the rimrocks. Unex.
pected to. James the Canadian ap-
proached him from the rear and gave
him o stunning blow aceroas the head
with o branding lron which he had
eanrrled Into the cavern, He repeanted

the blows until he thought his vietim
wan dend and dumped his body into
la erevasse by the wall of the cavern,

nrlllllt Afow storm snd was about to an-

complets, |

It wan the following day before James
Liyle regained consclonanens, and the
woow and sleet had blown In from

nbhove almost dovering his body., His
hands and feel wore frozen, but not
withstnnding thin candition in

ellmbed out of the crevanes and half-
wilking angd half-dragging himself, he
started for the ranch to Inform hin
brother of the murderous assault of
the Fronchman

Ha arrived Inte at night In a blind.

ter the house when he saw  the
Fronchman and his brother In earnest
converantion, and heard the French-
mnn glve the detalls of hix own mur.
tler nnd saw hin brother pay hiws
L0 for tha dead,

He went to the stablus, procured a
horgs and rode away In the blinding
ptorm. After this he lost consclous
pedg ond Adld not regain It antl]l he
found himsalf in the trapper's home.
who had found him and rescued him
from the storm on the pinines

CHAPTER X1V,

Burprises,
Dan Follett renched  the Warm
Fprings village and found the war

riora of thin tribe anxlouy for g rain
on the Plute camp, They were largoe-
Iy In the minority, and of a lesd war
like mpirit but had suffered much
from the depredations of the greateg
tribe, When Dinn told the chief that
Old Egan had a large number of
mules and horses In eamt. near Ash
Mutte, and that there were only about
36 men In charge of them, the leader
Of the Warm Bpringa band wng elated
and lost no time In selecting 60 of his
liravest men and setting out with
them on the warpath, Follett adopted
the Warm Springs hend dress and, al
though he neoded but Hitle painting,
he also did th's out of an alhundanee
of precaution thet the Sanke warriors
mleht not discover him and . wreak
vengsrennoe upon the l,l’"'rl ﬂf Th" DI‘H-
ert for the hetraynal

Aa stnted at the bheginning of this
gtory, the Snankes were the most cun-
ring and mopet treacherons Indians of
thin They were feared and
Arended by ull other tribes nand ware
rarely ever eaught nappinge on the
war trall After rocovering the ad.
ditlonn]l band of ponles for tha sup
posedd murder of Bertha Lyle Old Egan
had only gome 6O milles nway and de-

tTenert

clded to epend a few weeks on the
ool erazing grounds at the fpot of
Ash Putte, where waler and game

were alao nbhundant,

He had plaved a eclever ruse on the
Lard of The Degert. When he first
had to abandon hope of recapturing
Berthn Lyle he woas for a time at u

lose what to do, But Indian sagacity
in ns deep an Indlan treachery and » |
Snnke was never known to stop a:t
envthing short of accomplishing an
enil The Chlef knew of the (8
trangement heiween the Lord of '!"h-.\.
Denert and the trappr and  rumo*
had gpotten abroad nmong the Indians
thet the Lord of The Desert had com-
mitted gome crime which was the
enuse  of this estrangement. He con-
cluded after welighing matters care-
fully, that It would be doubtful If the
trapper would permit the xirl to go
to her uncle and he d=~clded to take his
chances at least In getting the . re.
ward for potting her out of the wav
befare the Lord of The Denert learned
of the eacapo, and then he would tnke
his ehnnces on eettling the matter
with the man of the Stone House,
who dared not push the matter too
far for .fear of expoaure, Bearching
among hisg large nmmber of sonlps
torn fram Immigrant

the heads of

The Canadian gave him a stanning blow.

women he had found one that com-
pared with the color of Bertha Lyle's
hair and rushed on to meet his engage-
ment with Follett and recelved the
rewnrd without question, as the read-
or already knows,

He had jolned the main maranding
party at Ash Butte and sent couriers
to hig other war parties to joiln  him
there for a fow weeks celebration, He
only had 26 men with him now and
these apent thelr time In  varlous
ways; tending the band of horses, a
little Independent scouting and hunt-
ing, but mostly in the Indlan's favor-
ite pastime of lounging about camp.

Dan Follett knew the lay of the
country ns well as any Indian of the
desert. There was not a foot of 1t
that he had not ridden over time and
ngaln, and not a watering place at

which he had not camped. He lod
the Warm Springs warrlora to the
place in the night time and It was

declded to make the rald at midnight
and get a good start before the fol-
lowing morning,

While the Snakeg felt reasonably
esafo, yet they guarded thelr band of
gtock with care. The animals were
pll driven to camp at night and plok-
ct8 were kept on the watch to keep
them from wandering away or (0
keep the Lord of The Desert's cow-
boys from retaking them should he
dscover the fraud of the scalp. But
cautious as they had been the Warm
Eprings  warrlors led by Follett,
dushed auddenly upon them in the
covor of the darkness of the midnight
hour and drove the entire band of an-
inals away exchanging only a few
shots with the surprised guard.

The ralders declded to make the
return to the Warm Springs camp In n
round about way go as to throw the
Plutog off the trail, should they at-
tempt to follow, They therefore drove
awny in o southerly direction, Out of
an abundance of precaution the stook
wera driven far In advance of the
maln band of Indlans, Ten young

warrlorn wors pssigned to this duty | that moment's time should be
und Dan Follott and the chlef ang 40 gained at this point that was possi-
warrlors actod as a4 roar guard, [ble. He was a pplendid  markeman

“Protty onny work'™ remarked Faol |
lett to the chief in the Intter's tongue, |
for the half breed koew all of the
Indian Innguages of the plaine, |

“Mgh!" geplled the ehlaf polnting
haeck toward Ash Butte |

Ol BEran hes not been sleeping.”
replled Fallett, me he saw a rich
flame of fAre rise from the summit of
the poak and then daw It amothered
and flanh up niternately.

It was evident to them that
Plutes were glgnaling to other
partlen of thelr tribe, and thay
wanted no time In Adolne so. It had
only beon a few hours sines the rald
wan made and yet the Plutes had an
cended this high peak and started |
thelr slgnal Ares,

It wan nearly noon the following |
day before the ralders stopped for
rent and to prepare a meal.  They
had just passed through a eanyon and
had enterad another plateau. A lonk-
out wnn sent to the top of the rim-
rocks nenr at ‘hand to make observa.
tlona, #1» had barely reached his
station when he made horreled  alg
nals thot put the whole camp In tar.
mofl, Two bands of mounted Plante
warrlors were approaching from Alf.
forent diretiona nt 2 ranid  speed—
one was roming from the southeast
and the other wag coming from the
nomithwest and each of these bands
putnumbered the raiders,

All wns hurly bhurly In the eamp
and the meal wan finished as  they
moved along, every warrlor taking a
plece of mule meat In hiz hand and
epting it ne they hurried awny,

But n ¢lash seemed unavoldable |
The bhand of Pinteg from the sonth.
weoest whr travellng the teall that the
mildery intended taking, and the bnnd
from the sontheast was making for
the canvoan through which they had
fust prased,

The wary Fean had dacoversd the
rente taken hy the Warm Bprings
warrinrs and had stenaled his bands,
who were coming to Join him aceord.
Inglv. and they were at onee ounf upon
the trofl of the ralderg and Old Eran
had already foined the band coming |
from the southesst In person,

There was but one hope for the
rafders and that was to make a de-
tour and avold the party coming fram
the southwest and then make thelr
sucape with ns many of the stolen an-
Imnls na nossible,

Dan Follett now hecame the most
active man among them.

the
WAr
had

s CHAPTER XV.
Indian Telegrapny—A Captive,

When the sun was a little lesg than
two hours high the smoke began to
curl from the rimrocks at the polnt
where the ralders' outlook had stood
at noon. The Warm Springs WwWar-
riors, headed by their chief and Dan
Follett, had made a detour to the
aonth of the main trail and hoped o
avold the band of warriors from the
southwest by hiding among the sand
Aunetpuntil they had passed. But
when they discovered the smoke ris
ing Wwom the rimrocks they fearea
that they were discovered and that
the Bualkes were already sigoaline
their whereabouts to the twa ap-
proaching bands. The war party from
the &outhenst, which had been joined
by Old Egan himself early in the
fcrenoon whose horse had escaped tav
vigilunes of the ralders the previous
night, upon reaching the noon camp
of the Warm Springs party had sent
n scout to search the plains for the
cgoaping ralders. He had no soonet
reached the summit of the rimrocks
than the eloud of Adust among the
gund dunes showed him that the rafd-
¢rs and thelr horgegs were there; and
the cloud of dust farther on to the
sonthwest gave him the further knowl-
pdge that the other band of Egan's
warrlors had seen the early morning
signnl fAres and were coming to aid
in  recapturing the stolen horses.
The lookout gathered several arms
full of sage brush from among the
rocks and started a fire, the Indian’a
mweans of telegraphy, and soon signal-
¢d the two Piute bands of the whole
situatlion,

With a shout of exultation Egan's
hraves hurried toward the common
renter,

The only hope before the ralders
was to evade the Snakes untll night-
fall and then make thelr escape In
the darkness,

It was thelr intention, in case they
encountered the Piutes, to have 40
of the warriors under thelr chief and
Dan Follett encage the enemy while
ten of the ralders would attempt to
escape with the horses. But In case
of defeat the ralders were each to se-
lect an extra horde, abandon the
others and make their way out of the
country as best they could. If night
should come upon them before the
arrival of the Plutes, then they had

great hopes of escaping. Hut thev
were dJdoomed to disappolntment.
Shortly before sundown a band nf

Piutes from the southwest was upon
them. The raiders took shelter be-
hind the sand dunes and with this
andvantage, heTd their enemy at bay

for some time, The men with the
horses proceeded at a rapid  pace,
wille the fight continued in their

rear and as the Plutes pressed the
ralders they backed from sand dune
to sand Aune, disputing every inch of
the ground., Whila it was a warm and
determined engagement there Was
but little fatality ns the men of each
side sheltered themselves behind the
sand dunes. But thls scene was
changed about the time of sunset
The other band of Plutes arrived and
attacked the raiders from the other
gide. Thus attacked from front and
rear the Warm 8prings warrlors were
compelled to retreat and as they di4
g0 & groat yell arose from the Plutes
who gave them a warm chase. When
the ralders overtook the party In
charge of the stolen horsea they hur
riedly took possession of an  extra
horse each and abandoned the others,
hoping 1o escape in the darkneas,

RBut the Plutes were not satisfied
with finding a portion of thelr horses
Flushed with victory a majority
ruigshed on while n few stopped to cor
ral the horges that had been aban-
doned,

Dan Follett weg np less daring than

he wes & villain, Beeing In the dusk
of night & small detachment of the
Plutes, he turned and drew his  re-

| wore tired and hunery, but therg was

and whet the Indlans had appronched
within range of his revolvers he he
gan fAiring, and in his madness roshed

toward them, He repuland and
rotited them for & moment, but In his
vonl he made & fatal mistake.

Flushed with hi= eain of time he had
craowded them still farther when, sud.
denly. he dlecovared that a larger de.
tachment of woll mounted Plutes had
enciraled hlm and ent him off from
the maln band of hin friends. He
turned and attempted to ride throueh
the Plute lines bt digcovered that
hiz ravolvers were now emply and
thare was no timae for relonding. They |
mirronnded hig Instantly and took him
an prieoner, and when the Anshing
marauding chief, for it was O11 Hean
himeaelf who led tha band, Iaid his
hand upon Follett. he exrinimed:

“You make bhetter Plate than
Warm Snorings Indian. Warm Snrings
Indian cownrd, run away and leave
you, Plnte stay with vou, and now yon
ptay with Plute” choekled the old
clLief na he ordered his men to hi=d
the eaptive mecurely and guard him
elnanly,

The Piutes pursuasd the ralders for
womn distanecs and tonk several mnore
horeon and  prisoners  before thoy
abandoned the trall,

It wna Inte In the night hefors the
eamp wng established, and the Plut-s

mme nrisoner whose soenrity WA
lroked after and his name was Dan
Follett,

CHAPTER XVI,
A Big Hzul,

Bertha had spent asveral days with
her father and provided for his every
wish. Hammerley had rearranged |
things generally shont the place, giv-
ing his home a bette- appearance. Jul
lan Byrd. the cowboy, had also been
busy and he<ldeg providing game and !
other essontinlg a zond supply of
wood had also heen =tored away for
the approaching winter. It was not
known how long it wonld take Al
Heach to ferrit out the whereabouts
of Willilam Lyle, or hiz descendants
and it was decided to walt his re
turn before action and, in the mearn.
t'me preserve a glience ng to the gafe-
¥y of Bertha and her father ag well 23
to keep socret all of the matters
greed upon,

As the episode of Bertha's arrival
and the gtirring events thereafter had
prevented the trapper from looking
after*hle traps for o longer period

<\
-1

She saw a sight that dombfounded her.

——— e

—

than usual, it was decided that he
should now make the rounds that he
had started upon In which he was
thwarted by dlscovering Old Egan
and his party with their captive., Pre-
purations were completed one night
for the trip, Julian was to accom-
pany the trapper, while Bertha re
mained by her father and adminis
tered to his wants, She was admon-
ished by the trapper to remain close
and at no time show herself should
anyone appear.. He gave the place
the usual appesiance of his absence,
after Bertha had taken her quarters
in the secret chamber, and he and
the cowboy left early in the morning
to visit the traps, expecting to be
gone several days.

The first day out was spent in tak-
Ing coyotes from the traps near at
hand. These cunning animals had
occaslonally been caught by the bait
set for them, but yielded the least
percentage of revenue, according to
numbers, of the animals that fell vie-
tims to the trapper's strategem. The
plains fairly swarmed with these ani-
mnals, yet the number of marten and
wild cat caught by the traps was al-
most as large. The trapper pald es-
pecial attention to the latter class of
animals, however, as their skins were
murh prized In  the market and
brought large prices,

When they had reached a point
among the most cavernous rimrocks
the traps showed greater success in
the finer fur catch as this was the
abode of the marten and wild cat.
After they reached the outskirts of
the last natural meadow, and were at
the edge of the great barren waste
that extended to the rocky gorges sur-
rounding Stein's mountain, they came
upon the big traps. Here they found
evidences of big game also.

While passing along a deep gorge
the trapper's oyes brightened and he
exclalmed: “Grizzly, sure as you
live!" He then pointed to where he
had left & huge trap and then to the
trail left behind where the bear had
dragged it, and the heavy welght at-
tached to it, un the rorge. The trap-
per immediately looked to his rifle
and followed the trail eagerly, [t
bronght back the old times—the ocou-
pation which he had followed so long
alone and the exciting events in a
trapper's life.

“Ie on the lookout!" cautioned the
trapper to his companion, “he may
gshow fighf when we come upon him,
and it will not do to get too close to
him."

On they followed the trail losing it
occaslonzlly among the rocks but as
soon as soll and sage brush were
found they found the evidences again
They had entered a sub-canyon and
were passing through a point at
which a Inte epring seep fram the
mountain side bhad molstened the
ground and produced n high grow:h
of aage brush along the banks of the
channel of the gulch and the trapper
neain preserved unusual precaution,
Ag they were elbowing thelr way
through the tall sage brush that over-
lapped the channel, the trapper carry-

volvers and faced them, consldering

~~ | seemed darker and wore a more
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was o sawish, an unearthly ery, and
a mountain lHon sprang up In
sege brosh to the left and tried o
lesp upon the twe mon. But Ham-
morsley  fired instantly and the
charge entered the animals heart.
They approached the dead animal
cautiounly and found why 1t had
rearad nup #o stralght in the alr and
had been unable to leap. One of
Hammersley's great traps had cut ita
saw-teeth deep Into the animal's Jeft
hind leg and held it fast

The animal had been canght sev-
ernl days previously, and had dragged
the trap to this point where It be-
came entangled and could get no
farther, Thevy lost no time hare, how
aver. This was a blg haul, but the
trapper waa more desirousa of over-
taking the grizzly,

But they were not kept long in sus-
penee, They came to a narrow point
in the canyon where the big animal
had attempted to force the heavy
welght that was attached to the tran
between two huge boulders and had
pul'ed upon It go strongly that It
had become fastened and the animal
cotld go no farther, With a surly
growl he warned them of thely danger
before they even saw him. As he
tore against the chain attached to
fhe trap for hia freedom. however,
they gaw the aide of his huge body
bevand the houlder.

Hammersley watched the great an-
imal for a few moments and then ap-
proaching the boulders cautiously, he
placed his rifle on the boulder and
fired a ball Into the animal’'s brain,
killing him Instantiy.

Grizklys, even In those daye. weore
rare catches and the trapper informed
Byrd that he was now satisfled with
the trip and they proceed to skin ‘he
animal and prepare for the return.
It was necessary to spend the nignt

here, which they did, but befora
it was late they had the skin
of the mountain lion also besida

the grizzly's, and early the following
morning started home, gathering up
the hides of marten, wildeat aad
coyotes as they proceeded; and it
is needless to gay that when they ar-
rived home they were loaded down,
in fact, the horse which had been left
hobbled on the way was pressed inda
service and was also loaded with oIl
that could be conveniently packed up-
on him,

Bertha was greatly surprised and
interested In the skins of the great
wild animals, but she had news for
them that she deemed of more im-
portance to their future and the pro-
Jjects they had in view,

While they were absent some one
had entered the front apartments of
the place and had spent the night.
Woman's curiosity led Bertha to
break the admeonition given her by
the trapper. 3he had done so with-
out exposing herself or the secret
chamber, however, and this mitigatel
her crime. But the discovery that
she made, she thought might be of
importance to her Irfends. :

Upon looking through an aperture
into the front room she had seen o
sight that dumfounded her. The
face was first like & dream to her,

e

lorn. ook than when zhe had
it. The man was barefooted
readed and he had no coat.
were & mass of wounds, freshly made,
and she knew that he must have tray-
eled many miles over the sharp rocks
and through the gage brush, for his
pants legs at the bottom were worn
into shreds.

Again and again she watched him
ae he prepared and ate his meal., She
knew that she had seen him before,
but where® But when he prepared to
jeave in the morning she recognized

last
and

i

[him. He placed a pair of the trapper's

old moccasins on his feet, after he
had wrapped them well, placed a bun-
dle of food In a bag and then took an
old hat he found hanging on the wall,
when he placed the hat on his head,the
broad brim shaded the face and cut
the profile down, making it recogniz-

able. It was Dan, Follett!
—— -
CHAPTER XVIL
The Trapper's Story.
“Tell us, Mr. Hammersley, about

yourself,” sald Bertha, the night of
the trapper's return after supper was
over and the evening was before
them. “Father,” she continued, “has
told me very much about vou, but he
only knows your late afe, We are un-
der so many obligations to you that [
—we feel interested in your early his-
tory, your childhood, your birthplace,
your father and mother, your brothers
and sisters—everything about yomn,
Mr, Hammerslay!"

“You ask something that I know but
little about, myself," replied the trap-
per. "1 have been on these plains so
long that the past all seems llke a
dream. In fact, it is s0 much like =
dream that | sometimes get It com=
founded with my dreams and scarcely
know which Is real and which =
dream,

“l was born in New York City. At
least, when 1 first recollect, we
were living In Boston, and my
mother told me that I was bom
in New York, and that we had
lived In Chicago. My step-father
was a blg coarse fellow, a ship-
carpenter, and as soon as | was large
enongh to be in the way he was very
cruel to me. It seems that he and
my mother were married when | was
only two years old, and that my father
had died when [ was only one year
old. 1 do not even know his name,
It s unfortunate, too, but I was so
voung and knew not the importance
of having my own name, so 1 took the
pame of my step-father, though I
bear the given name of my father,
This much [ learned, but 1 do not re-
member how 1 learned it,

“Anyway, my mother died when T was
still a mere child and then 1 was sent
to a sort of orphanage or place for
the poor, and as soon as [ got old
enough to leave the place 1 did so,
and drifted into the streets—was n
common street arab for several years
—sold papers, shined shoes and did
such things ns that class of boys do
until 1 was fifteen years ol4, In the
meantime I had been reading choap
novels—I1 had pleked nwp & smattering
edueation at the orphanags, and hapt
up rending. My soul was fived to gn
west and kil Indians, and be a hunt.
er and trapper and do such othe-
things that & frontier life might lead
to.

ing his rifle ready for action, thers

-

“Wall, one day I met Leonidas Lig




